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PREFACE 12817146 


In compiling the Centennial History of San Jose, Illinois, I 
have investigated every source of information I could get. Hours 
have been spent in the libraries in Chicago, assisted by courteous 
helpers. Likewise, the Historical Library in Springfield gave me ac- 
cess to all information and datato be found there. Much has come to 
me by letters from far and near. Four well kept scrap books have 
yielded needed information. A house to house canvas in San Jose, 
and wherever possible in the country around, has given what the in- 
terested, people knew. The San Jose Journal has kept the worker in 
touch with recent material. 


If errors have crept into the work, Iam sorry, but I am one 
of the ordinary mortals prone to make mistakes. Please excuse 


them. I have tried to do the best I knew how. 


MISS EDITH BUXTON, AUTHOR 


There's a village in the corner, 
Northeast corner of Allen's Grove, 
That was started in the fifties, 
Where our sturdy pioneers throve. 
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HISTORY OF ALLEN'S GROVE 
Written by Jackson Rountree who arrived here overland in 1851. 
PIONEER FAMILIES AND LIFE 


I am requested to write a history of Allen's Grove Township, 
and its surroundings in the early days, and, this I can do. 


I will begin at the time I came to Illinois in my early boyhood. 
I had nothing but a backwoods life. I was raised in Indiana along with 
the boys and girls; and consequently had little or no training. 


When the day came to say ''goodbye" to all my friends in Ind- 
iana, it was March 31, 1851. We had prepared for a hard trip - we 
had no tent or wagon covers, therefore at nights we had to wrap up 
and lie underneath the wagon. This was our only protection in case 
of rain. We had two wagons, each drawn by two yoke of oxen. I 
drove one team and Uncle Joseph drove the other. Ben Houchins on 
horseback drove the cattle and horses. It rained or snowed nearly 
every day on the trip. 


Wearrivedatthe home of Samuel Larimore in Allen's Grove, 
after dark on the seventeenth day of our trip. All were tired and 
nearly worn out. I was nearly sick and went home and spent the night 
with Uncle Jackson Houchin. The creeks and rivers wereall high on 
account of the spring rains, and after fording them, we had to con- 
tinue our journey in wet clothes. I will now try briefly to tell some 
of the facts about the backwoods life in Allen's Grove. 


Allen's Grove was the most picturesque woods that I ever saw. 
It could be seen for ten or fifteen miles inany direction. The prair- 
ies were covered with blue stem grass, wildflowers, strawberries, 
marigolds, and an abundance of other wild flowers. 


There were seventeen families in the Allen's Grove settle- 
ment at that time. They all lived in log cabins built in the edge of 
the timber. The year 1851 wasawetyear; 1852 was a dry year, and 
the year 1854 was the driest of all. Ina trip which I made backto 
Indiana in 1854, there were not six bushels of corn to the acre raised 
on all cultivated land. All this country was new; therefore, the crop 
failure was not due to lack of fertility. 


I must not forget about the wild game. Prairie chickens in 
great flocks, also wild geese, brants and ducks were herve wea cee 
sandhill cranes that could carry away a whole shock of corn. The 
wheatfields, ponds, and creeks were covered with these wild fowls. 
Wild deer roamed this country in great droves. Large grey wolves 
were plentiful in the swamps, inthe high grass, and when night came 
we could hear them howl in every direction calling one another to- 
gether. When the pack had assembled, they would bark and howl in 
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N. Woll & Co. 
Brick Store built 1893 


Standing in front of store 


Oscar Woll (left) 
Henry Woll (right) 


Morrison & Thomas Drawing for a cook stove. About 1900 


good time. From a distance it sounded like a large chorus. Lhese 
wolves would carry offthe pigs, sheep, and calves from the settlers' 
corrals. 


The Allen's Grove cemetery dates back to 1819. I think it 
is the burial place of most of the backwoods settlers. The graveyard 
is sacredto me because I buried my wife and five little babies. Soon- 
er or later this body of mine will rest by their side; while my soul 
will go to God who gave it, to meet my family with Christ. May 
Heaven's blessings hover over this place. A God's blessing for the 
Old Settlers is my prayer, for Christ's Sake Love to All. 


SAND BURRS 


There never was such a plague or misfortune ever happened 
to the settlers of Mason County as the "Sand Burr'', or none that 
caused so much annoyance to the farmers; therefore, a little history 
of how they came here might be interesting to some people: In the 
fallof 1830, a Mr. O. N. Ross was living inhis log cabin on the banks 
of the Illinois River whenatraveler withtwo horses and a wagon drove 
up to his cabin one evening andasked if he might camp nearby for the 
night, that he was moving from the State of Ohio and wanted to cross 
the river in the morning. Mr. Ross showed him a camping place a 
few rods north of the house. He drove there, unhitched his horses, 
tied them to the back of the wagon and took out three sheaves of oats 
and fed them to his horses. The next morninghe crossed the river. 
The following spring there came up a patch of grass about ten feet 
square that resembled young timothy grass and when it grew twelve 
or fifteen inches high and got ripe there appeared on every spear of 
the grass a bunch of burrs. They grew to about the size of a pea and 
were as sharp as needles. Nothing was thought of the bunch of grass 
at the time, or it caild have all been dug out and destroyed in a short 
time; but the horses and cattle would come and graze and lie there. 
The burrs would get in their tails and in the wool of the sheep and in 
that way the seed was carriedand scatteredover the country. It was 
no use, how poor and sandy the land was, but wherever the seed was 
dropped, that seed always grew and when they got in the grain fields 
and in the wheat and oats, they were a terrible annoyance to the far- 
mers for the grain could not be “bound without the workmen wearing 
a pair of thick gloves. 


History is but the "footprints upon the sands of time" by which 
we trace the growth, development, and advancement of the people of 
a place, a location, a county, astate, ora nation, -- yea, even ofa 
village such as San Jose. 


History is what research, intimate knowledge, or intuition 
presents to the recorder, and which he gives to the future public. 


''A people that take no pride in the noble achievements of re- 
mote ancestors willnever achieve anything worthy to be remembered 
with pride by remote generations,'' are words of Macaulay, the his- 


torian. Ralph WaldoEmerson said, ''Biography is the only true his- 
tory''. 


On June 12, 1876, SanJose, the town, was incorporated asa 
village and it is as a village we stand today. How we will continue to 
grow, develop, and hold our present status -- or SurpaSs it is in the 
hands of the present and future citizens of San Jose. 


The past is history andeannot be changed - the future depends 
much uponus andthose who follow. We should be ever alert, endeav- 
oring to doour best for present progress, ever considering the effect 
of our actions onthe future. Wehave been blessed in the past by those 
earnest, farsighted, responsible citizens whose efforts have brought 
us to our Centennial. 


The settlers in and around the fertile productive neighborhood 
in the midst of which now nestles the alert prosperous village of San 
Jose, wereagriculturists. These pioneer men were imbued with en- 
ergy, common sense, and sound judgment. They did what to them 
seemed best, and carried on to the best of their ability. 


Our firsthundred years of growth and prosperity have scrolled 
their record upon the ''Sands of Time''. It depends upon us and our 
intervening followers what the record of our second century will be. 


I, Edith J. Buxton, having been asked by the residents of San 
Jose, Mason and Logan Counties, Illinois; to prepare a history for 
her coming centennial = and having previously had in mind the pre- 
paration of some such historical record of the early life and begin- 
nings of San Jose, will endeavor to do this work to the very best of 
my ability. My one big fear in attempting such a task is that some 
well deserving persons may be omitted. No one person could know 
all the people to whom San Jose is indebted for her present pros-~ 
perity. Therefore, I am asking everyone and have asked all whom 
I know to prepare what they would like to have included in an articie 
about the SETTLEMENT, GROWTH, DEVELOPMENT of SAN JOSE, 
Mason and Logan Counties, [llinois. 


Our name has beenmisspelledin Joseph Cochrane's book pub- 


lished 1876, Springfield, Illinois: ''Centennial History of Mason Coun- 
ty''. On page 37we findin a listof towns in Mason County, San Gore, 
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surveyed in 1857, naming. Dillon, Morgan, Parker and Kidder pro- 
prietors. Also, ina list of Post Offices in Mason County, San Gore 
is tenth on the list. 


VILLAGE OF SAN JOSE, ILLINOIS 


San Jose, as we, her beloved people, know her in this sum- 
mer of 1950, is a happy prosperous growing village of many lovely 
homes, of several important business places, well paved and lighted 
streets, two churches, a parkandcountless large, leafy trees. Two 
school buildings with well-kept grounds are centers of many commun- 
ity projects and entertainments. 


The village of San Jose is in the extreme northwest part of 
Allen's Grove Township. It was surveyed and plotted by E. Z. Hunt 
County Surveyor, in 1857, for Daniel Dillon, Alexander W. Morgan, 
Silas Parker and Z. B. Kidder. The original plot contained fifteen 
blocks - 300 feet square and eleven fractional blocks. These were 
subdivided into 235 lots and fifteen fractional lots. The lots adjoin- 
ing the railroad were donated to the company to secure the location 
of the depot. After laying out the village, public sale of lots was held 
and $3,000 realized. The investments in many instances proved to 
be a loss because the town failed to grow as rapidly as anticipated. 


Moses C. Hicks made anadditionin 1868. Later Willis Crabb 
and John Linbarger madt an addition on the east. This addition was 
just across the lineon Logan County. Moses Hicks erected the first 
residence in the village which was a business house and residence 
combined. In this building he opened a general stock of merchandise 
in 1858. He came from Atlanta, Logan County; where he had been 
engaged in the same business. The second building was erected by 

Morgan and Luper and was occupied as a hardware store. Dillon and 
Morgan soon became proprietors of this store, and at the end of six 
months Dillon bought Morgan out. Only a few small buildings were 
erected the next few years. New life was infused on the completion 
of the railroad. 


The land on which is now located San Jose, Illinois, was at one 
time a partof country once knownas Pleasant Valley. Z. B. Kidder, 


now deceased, and father of Mrs. Ida Smiley, now of Lincoln, and in 
her nineties, compiled these notes from memory: 


1} 


In September, 1849, Mr. Kidder, then living in Tremont, I[Ill- 
inois, made a trip from Tremont to Pleasant Valley (now San Jose) 
in a buggy by the way of Delavan, and on leaving Delavan, when just 
south of the Fair Grounds, he took a southwest course on a road then 
known as Salt Creek Road. The first house after leaving Delavan was 
on Section 25, where John McDowell formerly lived and where John 
L. Betzelbergerresides. Atthat time it was owned by a squatter by 
the name of Cochran. The next house was on the southwest quarter 
of the same section and was owned by a squatter by the name of John 
Chapman. This was purchased by Jerry Zimmerman and is now owned 
by Fred Zimmerman. The next house was on Section 26 and was owned 
by William Hutchins, who had bought it froma squatter named Greene 
Moore. This was later owned by Job Bratt, on which W. J. Durdle 
now resides. These fourmenwere the only settlers between Delavan 
and Allen's grove inthe fallof 1849. Allthe land lying south and west 
of Delavan, the government land, was taken and settlement commenced 
in good earnest. 


Among the firstto make permanent improvements were John- 
athan Putman, Joseph Work, Austin P. Melton, George Leoni, Dan- 
iel Dillon, Cyrus Dillon, Isaac Brown, Simeon Paul and Dexter Good- 
all, Harvey Walterman, and Gordon Nichols. The above named per- 
sons werea partof the earliest settlers, including the writer, whose 
father was Thomas B. Kidder. He located land which was later pur- 


chased by Clark Wakefield and Edward Lyons. As it always takes 
about three sets of settlers to settle any new country, so it was with 
this country. The first ones soldto the second, and they to the third 
and fourth parties. First William Hutchins sold to William Donovan 
and he to Job Bratt:. Then Joseph Work to William McDowell, then, 
Johnathan Putman to John Siegrist, and he to Woodrow and then to 
Jerry Zimmerman. Dexter Goodall sold 80 acres of his land to Jos- 
iah Robinson and 80 acres to J. H. Fisher. The Meltons' land was 
sold to John Sommers, afterwards to Jacob Yontz, then to Jerry Zim- 
merman. Then Gordon Nichols sold to Paul Goodall, and he to Shay 
and Dalcher; and afterwards sold to Nathan Nieukirk, then to George 
Bockwitz. 


From 1850to 1855, there was J. H. McKinstry, the McDow- 
ells, Davidsons, Christian Siegrist, Israel Robinson, old father Rob- 
inson, Gordon Nichols, John Nichols, Joel Gilser, Peter Johnson, 
Lafayette Tiny, Frank Platt, Ebineser Grundy, Samuel G. Eyrse, 
Robert Melton, John Elliot, Martin Ruple numbered among the set- 
tlers. 
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The first schoolhouse was built on the southwest corner of 
section 3- Delavan Township, in 1853, and among the first teachers 
were Miss Mary Robinson, Miss Mell Dorrence, and Wesley Shirts. 
Among the first pupils to attend the school were Nona, Louise, and 
Veronica Leoni. They had to walk two and one-half miles and notwith- 
standing the distance, were always punctual. 


The year 1854 was the driest season ever known in this part 
of the state, the last rain falling about the 2lst of June. We had no 
more rain until November and that was mostly snow. Water became 
very scarce and there wereno deep wells. The settlers had to go to 
the farm ofJ. H. McKinstry, onSection 19, Delavan Township. Some 
had to travel over twomiles, three times a day, to water the stock. 


The territory that constitutes Mason County has met the test 
of many changes. At one time as far back as we can authoritatively 
go, it belonged to the Red Indians whose untutored minds saw God in 
clouds and heard Him in the winds. How the Red Indians got it, or 
from whom, we may never know. But we do know that on the bluffs 
and along the banks of the Illinois River at Havana and Bath, Indians 
lived in their villages. Mounds have been left by them in which they 
buried their dead and stored their war implements. These mounds 
and the relics they held are true historical data left to tell of a dif- 
ferent people who once lived in, and loved our fair homeland. How 
differently now, isthe history we are making, handed on to the future 
peoples. They willhave tointerpret our letters, our radio messages, 
master the use of our printing, enjoy our. books, send out telegrams, 
and yet improve each method to suit their day and age. 


For a long time the Allen's Grove Township land was domin- 
ated by the French whowerethe first of the white race who wandered 
o'er its lands andusedits waterways. Louis Joliet, a French trader 
and Marquette, aJesuit missionary, left Green Bay in 1678, ona per- 
ilous venture - some yet momentous voyage to discover the river 
these Red Men termed the ''Great Father of Waters''. Thesemen on 
their trip back northward passed through where Havana and Bathnow 
are. Tradition says these menhad a fish-fry on the bluff where Hav- 
ana now stands. Thistraditional source of information also says that 
in their fishing exploits they lost a ''spoon-hook" and 'tis said their 
hunt for this article gave the name of Spoon River to the stream open- 
ing in on the opposite shore. Thence the name of that book known as 
' Anthology of The Spoon River''. Many are the interesting tales that 
will delight the student who delves for facts but finds pure fiction. 


Illinois, one of the states hewn out of the great Northwest 
Country, was made a territory on February 3rd, 1809. It had some 
fifteen counties and a supposed population of 40,000 people. The num- 
ber of inhabitants grew rapidly until in 1870 it had overtwo and one- 
half million. Then came the necessary divisions into smaller coun- 
ties, and the counties into townships. Thus came into being our Al- 
len's Grove Township, Havana Precinct in 1851 embraced all the 
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land belonging to Tazewell County. This proved to be unwieldy in 
adequately caring for the increasing population, therefore Allen's 
Grove Precinct was organized September 2, 1851 out of territory be- 
longing to Havana, Salt Creek and Quiver precincts. The Township 
history began after a Mason County Commissioners’ meeting met to 
divide the county into townships, andtomake their report at the March 
term of court. On March 3, 1862, the court met, received and ad- 
opted the Commissioners' report; which divided the county into el- 
even townships: }Mason City,y, Allen's Grove, Salt Creek, Pennsy- 
lvania, Mason Plains, Manito, Quiver, Havana, Crane Creek, Bath, 
and Lynchburg. Some slight changes in Township lines have been 
made since then. 


Tazewell County was formed of organized territory east of 
the Illinois River, including the present counties of Tazewell, Wood- 
ford, parts of McLean, Livingston, DeWitt, Logan, and Mason. 
Mason was taken from Tazewelland Menard in 1851. No public land 
in Illinois was actually sold until 1814. At this time, the minimum 
price was $2.00 per acre, with no purchase of less than 160 acres 
permitted with one fourth of the purchase price paid in advance. 
(Hand Book of Illinois.) Early Chicago & Illinois for Mason City. 


NATRONA VILLAGE 


The village of Natrona was surveyed and platted by E. Z. 
Hunt, County Surveyor, for James C. Conkling of Springfield, [llin- 
ois; and George S. Thompson, of Wheeling, West Virginia, in 1857. 
The original plot contained sixty blocks, 320 feet square, subdivided 
into 912 lots 40 x 152 feet. The streets were 80 feet wide, the alleys 
16 feet. Soon after this was laid out Daniel Crabb purchased this 
site. In 1866 and 1867, Daniel Crabb built a few small houses east 
of the railroad. Samuel Ayers, Lear and McDonald each erected a 
building about the same time. Crabb erected a warehouse also in 
1867. This was converted into a horse-power elevator in 1871, by 
Henry A. Bailey. His son-in-law, Lear, was the first merchant. 
He kept a grocery and saloonin a small building just east of the rail- 
road track. Later it was used by John B. Abbott as a grain bin. In 
1868, E. W. Nelson came from Wisconsin, and, in connection with 
Samuel Ayers, engaged in buying grain. They were the first to han- 
dle grain in Natrona. A number of buildings were put up west of the 
track. George Heckeland John N. Cathcart, each builta store build- 
ing on the west side and E. W. Nelson on the east side. Heckel oc- 
cupied his building with a full stock of furniture that of Cathcart with 
a stock of general merchandise. Nelson opened a general stock in 
his building. The first school kept in the village was presided over 
by Miss Emma Bentley. The school was kept in the second story of 
Crabb's warehouse.. A neat building for school purposes was built in 
1873, at the cost of $1,000. George W. Murphy taughtthe first term 
in the new building. In a few years William B. Van Nest became the 
keeper of the school, this position he held for a number of years. 
(The Hullinger, the Parker and the Buxton children attended while 
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Mr. Van Nest was the instructor.) The Post Office was established 
in 1868 and E. J. Reynolds was the first Postmaster. E. W. Nelson 
was later Postmaster and Station Agent though the duties were cared 
for by R. Williams, at whose store the offices were kept. In 1871, 
E. W. Nelson built a steam elevator, and this as well as the one 
built by Bailey were later run by J. B. Abbott. Some three hundred 
thousand to three hundred fifty thousand bushels of grainwere shipped 
from here per annum. 


The Protestant Church built in 1877, was a neat frame build- 
ing and cost $1,600. Rev. Starling Turner was the fire tastor, 
Later at times the San Jose minister supplied the pulpit. Among the 
early communicants we find the names of Jeremiah Corson, William 
Preston and wife, George Langley and wife, Richard Langley and 
wife, Robert Preston, Mrs. Larimore, Reuben Powell and wife, H. 
S. Jackson and wife. No one individual contributed tothe building of 
Natrona more than E. W. Nelson. 


The Houchin family came from Kentucky to Indiana, in 1836. 
In 1856, Jackson Houchin set out with an oxteam for Mason County. 
In 1857, he reached Allen's Grove, entereda quarter section of land, 
built a cabin and began farming. When he built his cabin there were 
but three cabins that had been erected. 


On the road to Delavan, some fourteen miles broad expanse 
of prairie stretched away as far as the eye could reach. The first 
year after Mr. Houchin came proved to be a very sickly one - many 
had bilious fever, chills, ague sothat there were but two well famil- 
Poca therentire Setulement. 
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THE SAN JOSE POST OFFICE 


The San Jose Post Office was established in 1858. Moses C. 
Hicks was appointed the first postmaster. The early records are 
very incomplete. It is authentic that Lorenzo Dillon received his 
commission as Postmaster in 1866. The oldest records on file in the 
Post Office are those of Albert W. McCollister. When he became 
Postmaster we donotknow. He was Postmaster until July 31, 1893. 
Evidently, the money order business was started on July 25, 1884. 
Money Order #1 was bought by Henry Magel to the Germania Fire 
Insurance Company of Peoria, Illinois. E. S. Linbarger served 
from August 1, 1893 until July 11, 1897. R.W. Fleming served 
from July 12, 1897, untilhis deathin August, 1898. His widow, Jesse 
Fleming, as Acting Postmaster, finished out the quarter September 
30,1898. George H. Barkmeier began his duties October 1, 1898, 
and served until the fall of 1917 when John L. Eyrse took his place. 
Mr. Eyrse served until February 5, 1922, when George H. Bark- 
meier was again appointed Postmaster. Mr. Barkmeier served until 
his death January 7, 1923. Hiswidow, Mary A. Barkmeier, carried 
on his work; was appointed Postmaster and served until her death 
July 16, 1932. Vera lI. Myers was instructed to act as Postmaster 
until an appointment could be made. Lyle M. Cross was commission- 
ed Postmaster June 22, 1933, and served until November 30, 1942. 
On December 1, 1942, the present Postmaster, Fannie E. Smith, 
was checked in and began her duties. 


At the presenttime, March 12, 1951, there are two Post Of- 
fice clerks; Mary A. Connett, who has served continuously since 
September 8, 1929; and Hazel M. Tangman who has served since 
August 1, 1941. The office is third class, but for several years it 
has been on the verge of a second class office. There is one rural 
route of 62.051 miles. Richard L. Smith serves as rural mail car- 
rier. He serves 179 boxes and 204 families. 


At one time there was a Post Office at Harness. The only re- 
cord we have of a Postmaster there was during the years of 1909 and 
1910. Emil Englehorn was Postmaster. It consolidated with San 
Jose. 


The Post Office at Natrona (at one time called Altoony) was 
established in 1868 with J. E. Reynolds as Postmaster. Those re- 
cords are incomplete. E. W. Nelson was Postmaster in 1879. At 
one time Isaac Egglestone was Postmaster. James Manion was made 
Postmaster April 4, 1910 andserveduntil June 8, 1912, when B. M. 
Taylor took his place andserveduntil May 10, 1915. Harry Shepard 
served until August, 1922. Next were Everett Hilson and Joe Shep- 
ard. VelmaHarless was commissioned July 1, 1932, and served un- 
til March 31, 1943, when the office was discontinued and the patrons 
became patrons of the San Jose Post Office. 
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RURAL FREE DELIVERY OF SAN JOSE 


In 1903, the San Jose Postmaster, George H. Barkmeier, was 
authorized toestablish Rural Free Delivery to commence September 
1, 1903 with two ruralcarriers ata salary of $600 per annum each, 
including horsehire. The routes wereeach22 miles long. The auth 
orized carriers were Jonathan Curtis and Oscar L. Smiley. More 
miles were added to the routes from year to year. The first mention 
given of the privilege to carry by auto was July 13, 1918. The car- 
riers were scheduled to leave the Post Office at 9:00 A. M., to re- 
turn by 4:30 if by horse; or by 12:30 if by auto. 


Jonathan Curtis served until about 1916 when he became too 
ill to serve. His son, William Curtis, served about two years, un- 
til the appointment of Howard A. Shankland August 1, 1918. Howard 
carried until he moved to Kenosha, Wisconsin in 1919. Val A. Eig- 
enbrod was named temporary mail carrier until the appointment of 
Adolph Engelhorn about May 16, 1919. 


Oscar L. Smiley served continuously until he moved to Ken- 
osha, Wisconsin in 1919. Guy M. Green was appointed temporary 
mail carrier untilthe appointment of Richard L. Smith. Richard be- 
gan serving January 1, 1920, afterthirteen months service in World 
War I. 


The two routes were consolidated on May 1, 1935, with Rich- 
ard L. Smith serving as carrier with a route of 62.051 miles. 


When San Jose was a Railroad Center. 


San Jose Record Office 


Chester Curtis 
Mattie Dillon 

Clark Nieukirk 
George Paas 
Carl Phillips 


L. J. Dillon's 
Veterinary Office 
Roscoe Smith e coe 
Harry Morrison 

William Morrison 


Eva Morrison 
L. J. Dillon 
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SAN JOSE SCHOOLS 


Very little is known of the early schools of San Jose. The 
first was held in what is recalled as the ''Goodal"' School located one 
mile north of town to which the town children had to walk. Later it 
was brought into town and located on the little knoll just west of where 
the present grade school building stands. Not many of the teachers 
of this schoolare remembered but among those who are remembe red 
was a Mr. Ballinger who afterward became County Superintendent of 
Mason County Schools; a Mr. Tom Kilbride and a Professor McDon- 


Sits 


During the early 80s, Matthew Bollan became teacher, and it 
was through his efforts that our graded school was organized. Our 
first High School, which was athree-year course, was opened in 1890. 
The first high school board consisted of 3 members: L. Jacobs, U. 
Cory, E. Linbarger. About 1885 or 1886 the grades were moved 
into a building just across the railroad now known as the J. W. Phil- 
lip's home. Miss Eva Smith was the first teacher of these grades, 
followed by Miss Bertha L. Dillon (Ruple) who taught four years - 
1887 - 1891. At one time she hadsixty pupils in her room. She re- 
signed to be married in 1891. About this time the upstairs of this 
building was converted into a schoolroom and used for the middle 
grades or until the room became so crowded, it was necessary to 
transfer the 7th and 8th grades back to the original building where 
they were under the tutorship of Mr. Bollan. Mr. Bollan left here 
in 1894 to be County Superintendent of Mason County Schools. 


Among the teachers remembered of the grades were Emma 
Spaits (Adolph) who followed Mrs. Ruple, Marian Buxton and Hattie 
R. Patterson. About this time the new brick grade building was 
started and completed in 1892. It housed both the grades and the 
High School. The: directors were ]./G. Cory,sAl) CG. waconssana ae 
F. Fryer. The first graduating class was in 1892 and was composed 
of Edna Doherty (Lamb), Kate M. Wakefield (Allen) and Jennie Mell 
(Patterson). The graduating exercises were held in the First Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church then located in the north part of town just east 
of the present parsonage. 


In 1917 anaddition was planned and built onto the Grade Build- 
ing. This additionwas composed of two more grade rooms, a music 
room, a principal's office, and a room in which hot lunches are now 
served, andafull basement complete with a gymnasium and all mod- 
ern facilities. This additionmade the building large enough until the 
consolidating of the rural districts with the San Jose district in 1949 
and 1950. InSeptember 1950, itagain became so crowded that it was 
necessary to move the 7th and 8th grades to the High School. 
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It wasn'tuntil approximately 1920 that the High School offered 
four years of instruction. In 1931 the first high school building was 
erected. The five man board atthattime was composed of J. S. Bak- 
er, President; Fred W. Jacobs, Secretary; Henry Worner, James W. 
Ryan, and O. S. Biggs. Will Hullinger served as principal and sup- 
erintendent of schools until 1939 when he was succeeded by R. L. 
Yates. 


In 1949, a unit district containing 69 sections in 3 counties; 
Mason, Logan, and Tazewell was formed. This unit district has an 
evaluation of approximately $10,500,000 and maintains a faculty of 
17 members, a 7 man school board and 4 school buses. There are 
approximately 200 students in the unit district; 130 grade school and 
70 high school. 


In 1950, a $50,000 agriculture shop, a spacious classroom, 
and a bus garage was added to the high school. 


The janitors ofthe grade building were first - Richard Brown- 
lee, better known as ''Dick'' Brownlee; thenabout 1896 William Par- 
sons, better known as ''Uncle Billy'' became janitor and served until 
his health failed around 1915, when W. R. Phillipps became janitor 
and served for 25 years. The present janitor is Wilfred Sellars. 


Among the activities of the school was a Society called ''The 
Literary Society'' which held weekly meetings in the grammar room. 
A committee of students was responsible forthe programs. ThisSoc- 
iety was finally divided into the ''Philadelphian" and ''Athenian'' and 
from then on contests, debates, etc., were held each week. Their 
projectwastoestablisha library - books for all ages. Some of these 
books may be found in one of the school libraries today. 


BOARD OF EDUCATION 


Left to right - Walter Rademaker, Dr. Dean A. 
Hauter, Dwight F. Zimmerman, C. Nelson 
Worner, Ned C. Yontz, Edwin H. Smith, 
Emerson Leinweber 
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Mrs. Bertha L. Dillon, Ruple 


Recent Picture 


Lower grades of San Jose Grade School - Ist, 2nd and 3rd 
grades - picture taken about 1889. School was in building 
which is now Jim Phillips Home. Teacher - Bertha L. 
Dillon 


Front row - Tommy Mell, Eddie Reinholtz, Webster Linbarger 
Jessie Linbarger, Vernon Coburn, Clyde Anderson, Blanche 


Ruple, Theodore Magel, Bertha Groves, Mary Eigenbrod, Pearl 
Mell, David Riedinger. 


Second row - Clementine Buxton, Olive Magel, Frances Kennedy 
Bertie Yale, Charley Manuel, Katie Bockwitz Emma Clary, Mary 
Lough, Geo. Eberle, Lizzie Eigenbrod 


Third row - Arlie Davis, Jackie Anderson, Lydia Koenken, Stella 
Flemings, Ed Eberle, Benny Groves, Delia Ciary, Lee Clary, 
Albert Houchin. 
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HIGH SCHOOL 
San Jose Community Unit Dist. No. 122 


Present Building 
1951 


Public School Building 
1907 
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FIRE PROTECTION 


In the years prior to 1900, fire protection was largely bucket 
brigades. About 1900, a pump was bought by the village. Although 
no wordabout anorganized department can be found, records of ser- 
vice in fire protection are well known to old settlers. This piece of 
fire fighting apparatus had to be pulled by hand or by horse drawn 
dray. 


In the year 1902, atrain engine switching in the San Jose vards 
set fire by sparks toanelevator then standing where the San Jose Co- 
operative Elevatornow stands. At the out-break of the fire, the fire 
apparatus was being pulledto the fire behind the horse drawn dray of 
Mart Thomas. In passing through close to the elevator the pump 
stuck in an old cob pile and could not be removed. It was leftthere 
to burn. 


This fire was very disasterous - destroying much property* 
This was the worst fire San Jose has ever had. Several businesses 
were destroyed; also several residences. 


In the year 1903, another piece of apparatus similar to the 
one lost the year before, was purchased. This piece of equipment 
still owned by the San Jose Volunteer Firemen was used for many 
years. It was built in Boston in the year 1857 and it is said it was 
built for the Boston Fire Department. 


Years later in 1923, the first Volunteer Fire Department was 
organized. (January 19, 1923). It consisted of twenty-three mem- 
bers: Calib Boyer, Dave Eigenbrod, Carl Wahl, Wilfred Sellers, 
Harmon Smith, Dick Linden, Paul Pergande, William Chain, Louis 
Helmkamp, William Benninger, Wilbur Smith, Tom Smith, Fred Lerch, 
Casper Magel, O. Tomlin, Louis Gruensfelder, Sam Wilson, Clyde 
Lux, T. E. Magel, Earl Weber, George Wiemer, and F. E. Bock- 
witz. 


On February 5th, a meeting was held at which rules and reg- 
ulations governing the department, were adopted. Electionof officers 
resulted in C. H. Magel being elected Chief; Benninger, Assistant 
Chief; Earl Weber, Secretary; William Chain, Treasurer. IN 


Several fires occurred in the first year, but none were ser- 
ious. According to town records, this organization has been one of 
service to this and surrounding communities. Pieces of equipment 
have been bought from time to time and improvements made. 


In 1947, a taxed district was organized, including an area of i 
about seventy sections of land thus making it possible to buy a very 
efficient piece of fire fighting apparatus. The Department has four | 
pieces ofequipment: the old pump built in Boston, a Ford truck with | 
hose for city fire fighting, a Chevrolet truck with chemical tanks and | 
the new and modern equipment to fight any type of fire. 
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In October, 1949, a fire show was staged by the Department 
to demonstrate to the publicthe fire apparatus. At this time, badges 
were presentedto the members with20 years service. Some of those 
members were placed on honorary membership list. Those receiv- 
ing badges were D. J. Eigenbrod, Paul Pergande, Earl Weber, S. 
A. Tyler, L. C. Gruensfelder, Clyde Lux, Carl Adolph, Jerry Ben- 
ninger, Wilfred Sellers and George Wiemer. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT 


On the morning of May 20, 1935, the town was awakened by 
the explosion of the city water plant. The pressure tank that held 
40,000 gallons of water exploded and wrecked the city buildings, the 
J. S. Baker Drug Store and damaged nearby buildings across the 
street. The new Board of Trustees replaced the tank with a similar 
one with two safety valves. 


The water is pumped by an electric motor and another well 
is operated by a gas-oil engine. An air pump is also used. With 
the rebuilding of the water plant, fourteen blocks of six and four inch 
water mains were laid. Fire hydrants were placed at several cor- 
ners to enable the city to be protected from fire. The Fire Depart- 
ment has been built up from a hand operated fire engine and small 
chemical car to a two 40-gallon chemical tank truck, a hose truck, 
and a hose cart. 


The Department is a volunteer organization and has made runs 
to Middletown, Forest City, Green Valley, Harness, Natrona, and 
several country fires. 


The electric lighting system was rebuilt in the 1920s when the 
local plant was purchased by the Lincoln Company. The city was en- 
joying a 24-hour service, but with the present system and new con- 
tract the streets are lighted from dusk to dawn. 


The first printing plant was instituted by W. H. Postlewait, 
in 1873 after a brief existence he decided to drop the enterprise. It 
was not until October 18, 1878 that the San Jose Gazette was estab- 
lished by J. J. Smith. This effort survived for about six months. 
Now (1950) we have the San Jose Journal owned by R. P. Huffman. 
More will be said about our papers at another discussion of enter- 
prises. 
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SAN JOSE FIRE DEPARTMENT 


OLD-TIME BUSINESSES 


The following may be knownas business concerns which exist- 
ed in the earlier days of San Jose History: Metropolitan Newspaper 
by Clark Nieukirk; Jacob and Brauer Grain Company; John Fryer 
Grain and Fred Rapp Grain; John Eyrse Grain; S. Hopewell Opera 
House; White Barker Shop; G. W. Buss Meat Market; H. H. Stewart 
Lumber Yard; George Barkmeier, Postmaster; J. S. Baker Drugs 
and Stationery Store (and Ed Linbarger before the Baker store;)N. 
Woll and Company Dry Goods and Groceries; Adam Riedinger Gen- 
eral Store; Andrew Feulner Hardware, Implements, and Buggies; 
Roller Mills, C. H. Gumbel and Company; Jesse Barton Hand-Made 
Cigars; J. B. Milby Publishing Company of The Record; P. A. Lower 
Grocery and Dry Goods - Fred Brian, Manager. 


APIARY 


Mr. Simeon Tyler, amemberand Past President of the Taze- 
well County Beekeepers Association, has anapiary withan establish- 
ment and thriving business in the east side of town. Mr. Tyler has 
one employee, Mr. Chris Lielozols, formerly anative ofthe country 
of Latvia. 


BANKS OF SAN JOSE, ILLINOIS 


In 1874, A. R. Chestnut and Isiac Thomas established an Ex- 
change Bank in connection with their general merchandise trade. 
They were located in a building where Dave Eigenbrod store later 
existed. 


Later Mr. Thomas moved the Bank up on the hill north of the 
City Park into a building he was using as a lumber and grain office. 
Still later, he moved the Bank down into a building that was south of 
the present bank. Mr. S. C. Linbarger was the Cashier. 


In 1892 the present brick building was built, and a bank or- 
ganized under the name of The San Jose State Bank. In the spring of 
1893 it was dedicated by James Witcomb Riley. Mr. Samuel Biggs 
was the President and Mr. Samuel G. Eyrse was the Vice President. 
Mr. S.G. Linbarger was Cashierand Mr. Fred W. Jacobs was book- 
keeper. 


In 1904 Mr. Linbarger passed away, and Fred W. Jacobs was 
elected Cashier. Later, John Norris became Cashier. 


In 1936 Fred W. Jacobs opened and operated the San Jose Ex- 
change until 1944, when the building and business was sold to the new 
ly organized San Jose Tri-County Bank. Officers were: Henry Wor- 
ner, Chairman; W. G. Kelly, President, Fred Zimmerman, Marvin 
Yontz, Earl Weber, Henry Worner, W. G. Kelly, Robert Woll and 
Henry Gruensfelder - all Directors. Misses Marie and Alma Adolph 
‘were bookkeepers. After Marie Adolph left, Clarence Schraudt was 
elected Assistant Cashier. Mr. Roy Poppleton is the present Cashier. 
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BLACKSMITHING HISTORY 


The history of Blacksmithing and Wagon Manufacturing in the 
Village of San Jose. 


In the year 1866, Mr. Wilkie Tammeus came from the Smith 
Plow Shop in Pekinand started a blacksmith shop on Main Street be- 
tween 2nd and lst Streets, whichhe conducted for two or three years. 
Also in 1866, Mr. Andrew Jacobs came from the Pekin Wagon Shop 
and starteda wagon shopon Main Street between 2nd and 3rd Streets, 
and with his half brother, Mr. August Boeker and later his son, Rud- 
olph, conducted a Wagon Manufacturing, Blacksmithing, Buggyand 
Implement Sales until 1892 or 1893. There were employed during 
the period of years, at the various trades: Mr. Samuel Wahl, Mr. 
Chris Rapp, Mr. Fred Brust, Mr. John Dieken, Mr. William Kock, 
Mr. Jacob Reinholtz, Mr. John Phil Adolph, Mr. E. L. Manuel and 
August Pergande. In the years from 1884 to 1890, Chris Rapp and 
Fred Brust conducted a wagon shop at the corner of Ist and Vine 
Streets. In the year 1892, Mr. Sam Wahl, the village blacksmith of 
Natrona, established a blacksmith business on Vine Street, and in 
1893, Mr. Walter Phillips became Mr. Wahl's partner until 1897, 
when Mr. Wahl began farming. A Mr. Sylvester Bast operated the 
same type of business. In 1920, Mr. Anton Wilty held fort for two 
years, followed by Raymond Pfeiler who took over the work until 1940. 
He was followed by Paul Extine. In 1941, William Sauter held the post 
until 1943. 


In 1891, Mr. August Pergande established a Blacksmithing 
and Welding and Implement Repair Business on the corner of Vine am 
Ist Streets. This continued until Mr. Pergande's accidental death in 
1914 at which time his son, Paul Pergande, assumed control and is 
still atthe work. During the years Mr. Pergande and son Paul worked 
together, they employed Mr. Julius Pergande, a brother of August; 
Mr. Levi Stretton (a brother of a former Pastor of English Methodist 
Episcopal Church); Max Ruch, Marion Antle » Freemon Pergande 
(brother of Paul); William Wauter, Lee Arbuckle and Mr. Abraham 
Lincoln Grant. Also George Powell, Webster Sailorandthe last four 
years a son-in-law of Paul Pergande; Mr. Orin Shepherd, who has 
operated the Welding Department. At the present time, since Mr. 
Shepherd has been called back to active duty in the Navy, Mr. J. B. 
Peterson cares for the Welding Department. 


CHUCK'S WORK SHOP 


Mr. Charles Tyler has a cabinet making business in the east 
side of town, where custom kitchen and cabinet work is done. Be- 


oes Chuck" Tyler there are two employees: James Groves and 
William Hardisty. 


26 


| 
a 
i 
i 
' 
’ : 
i 


oo SO 


THE GRAIN BUSINESS 


At onetime San Jose was an important grain center. A large 
territory sold to this central point. 


Early names in the elevator business include E. W. Nelson 
who had elevators in San Jose and Natrona; and Gibson Cunningham. 
Mr. Isaac Thomas bought the Cunningham elevator and operated a 
grain business anda private bank. When these two enterprises be- 
came more then he could handle, he called upon his nephew, John 
Fryer to come from Heyworthto take care of the grain business. Mr. 
Fryer came in November, 1887. 


Thomas andFryer sold their elevator to M. R. Armington of 
Delavan and Fryer continued to work for Armington. Then Gommel 
Smith and Mr. Fryer purchased the elevator from Armington and the 
new firm was known as Fryer and Smith. Their elevator burned on 
May 15,1901. A newelevator was built, and it is now owned and op- 
erated by the Farm Cooperative Grain Company. 


When the Peoria and Northern railroad was built through San 
Jose, Fred Rapp built an elevator at the north end of town and John 
Eyrse built asmall elevator on the same line. The latter was oper- 
ated about a year. Laterthe building was torn down. Fred Rapp lat- 
er owned elevators in Harness, Natrona, New Holland, and Winkle. 
He sold his San Jose elevatorto Wayne Brothers of Delavan in 1909. 


In 1913 the Northwestern Railroad putin a line two miles west 
of town. San Jose lostthe trade of practically all the Swamp farmers 
and in a few years, ceased to be the important grain center that it 
had once been. 


Gommel Braurer and Robert Jacobs owned an elevator also 
in San Jose. Later they dissolved partnership and in 1919 the Far- 
mer's Cooperative Grain Company was organized, and it purchased 
Mr. Braurer's elevator. Hecontinued to operate this elevator under 
its new name and was its manager until 1926 when George Youle be- 
came the manager. 


The Braurerelevator, directly north of the stock yards, was 
entirely for horses, soitwas discontinued. In 1940 when Mr. Fryer 
was ready to retire, the Farmer's Cooperative purchased his elevator 
and moved its offices there. 


The Natrona elevator was leased from the Federal Land Bank 
of St. Louis in September 1939 and was purchased in April 1942 by 
the Farmer's Cooperative Grain Company. 


Mr. Youle gave up management in 1947, and Harold Hilde- 
brand was manager for two years. In 1949 a new office building was 
erected, and a new 20 ton - 45 foot platform s¢ale was installed. 
Mr. George Youle returned as Manager in 1951. 
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The Allen Farmers elevator was finished in June 1914. The 
original corporation was formed September 26, 1913. First officers 
were Hubert I. Ingersol, President, Henry Hiller, Vice President, 
and Henry Worner, Secretary and Treasurer. 


W.H. Scottwas manager for fourteen years, and J. P. Wat- 
kins, present manager, has served twenty-three years. Five hund- 
red forty thousand bushels of grain were handled in 1950. The cap- 
acity of the elevator is 66,000 bushels. 


The elevator is operating the Commodity Credit Corporation 
Bin Site, which now has 150,000 bushels of corn received under the 


1948 corn loan program. 


The capacity of the present bin site is 350,000 bushels. 


HANSON DAIRY 


San Jose Cheese Company was started in September 16, 1939. 
There were two trucks hauling in milk. Mike Wetzel drove a pick- 
up truck and Arthur Mulford picked up milk in his own truck. The 
business grew and in August 1947, Mr. Hanson purchased the cheese 
factory from Armours. In 1949 the San Jose Plant was rebuilt so 
that bottled milk could be sold. The business is now known as the 
Hanson Dairy. Thirty trucks are used in the business and approxi- 
mately 35 people are employed. 


IMPLEMENT BUSINESS 
(Submitted by Truman Woll) 


I went into the Farm Implement business in 1925 as a dealer 
for J. I. Case only. In 1934 I also took the dealership for Oliver 
Machinery. Inthe beginning allIlhad was an end in my garage, fenced 
off, about ten feet square. That held what few repairs I had and also 
answered as my office. At that time there was little or no repair 
work done in the winter, there being such a smallamount of power 
farm equipment being used and most all repairing was done in a far- 
mer's old shed or corn-crib driveway or outside. 


My brother Edgar was the dealer ahead of me, and when he 
quit to be a salesman for J. I. Case and Company, I started in. Up 
until that time he had sold mostly large tractors to be used for pull- 
ing small threshing machines. Several of them did some plowing. 


As I remember, the first tractors that I sold were to James 
Harris, one mile north of town; BillHarms, near Emden, and a little 
later to Fred McCullough and Freemon Bockwitz. Almost all farm- 
ing was done with horses. Every tractor deal meant trading in from 
two to six head of horses. I had as many as eighteen on hand at one 
time. Farmers wouldn't trade in all of their horse power, because 
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at times they plowed and disked only. It was not until around 1935 
that the row cropcame in, enabling the farmers to do row-crop farm- 
ing, such as cultivating and planting. 


Tractors were like cars in the beginning, slow in getting 
started. The first tractors were high in price and caused a lot more 
trouble thanthey dotoday. Wewere not as well equipped to take care 
of their troubles in those early days. 


Since those earlier days, we have added to our buildings and 
equipmentandalsohaveastoreinEmden. We have more than 15,000 
different repair parts on hand. As we get new machines, our parts 
numbers grow. Ittakes a force ofnine people to handle the two places 
of business. 


O.D. Kelly Feed Poultry and Egg business was started some 
ten years ago. Hestarted out by buying Ruth Jones chickens and has 
been adding this andthat until now he has quite a profitable business. 


He buys eggs for the Mt. Pulaski Hatchery. This Hatchery 
has grown much in the last years. 


SAN JOSE FERTILIZING COMPANY 


Mira ne MieMuliord, J. B: Schrock,.A. J. Schrocksat Con- 
gerville, Illinois, incorporated and formed San Jose Fertilizing Com- 
pany February 10, 1948, Board of Directors consists of A. M. Mul- 
ford, President, Kenneth Cross, Vice-President (Assistant Treas- 
urer); C. E. Rokey, Treasurer. A. M. Mulford sold to Schrock 
Bros. of Congerville and San Jose ''Co-Op'", leased the San Jose 
Plant and are now operating. -A. M. Mulford hauled milk for two 
years, now is in the fertilizer and lime spreading business and gen- 
eral trucking. 


THE TELEPHONE SYSTEM OF SAN JOSE 


The first telephone station in San Jose was a pay station only. 
It was located in the Ed Linbarger Drug Store. The Company was 
the Central Union Telephone Company, now the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany. 


In 1898, G. W. Tylerand Bert Tyler built a line in the coun- 
try across the fields between the two houses. Soon Philip Adolph, 
Henry Wiemer, Albert Vandivort were connected with them. Grad- 
ually others joined, some of whom were Alvin Leach, Willis Camp- 
bell, John Cunningham, and Conroy's Store of Harness. This line 
was known as the Busy Bee Line. There was another line known as 
the Harness Line (or Hornet's Line). It ran west of Harness. Some 
of those subscribers were William Lowe, Ed Smith, Frank Webb, 
Adolph Chenoweiss, Allie Smith, William Brooks, George Smith, and 
Charles Bockwitz. Both ofthese lines ran into Harness where there 
was a small switchboard. J. and F. J. Rapp had an individual line. 
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running between their grain elevators in Harness and San Jose. One 
other line ran past John Spinker's and into the Emden community, 
which was jokingly called the Bumble Bee Line. A night switch was 
installed in the G. W. Tyler home. It was through this switch that 
the lines in Harness were connected with the one toward Emden. The 
operators of that switch who gave their time free gratis were Mrs. 
C. W. Tyler and her two small daughters, Lillian Tyler (Youle) and 
Mary Tyler (Probasco). The first telephones were purchased from 
Sears, Roebuck & Company. 


About 1900, Fred Tyler installed a switchboard in his house 
in San Jose where V. C. Coburnnow lives. Mrs. Fred Tyler and her 
daughter, Sula, were the operators. S. A. Tyler had installed the 
switchboard. According to the invoice of Fred Tyler, submitted to 
the Forest City Telephone Company on December 1, 1902, the only 
town phones were three business phones and one residence phone, 
Fink's grocery store, P. A. Lowerstore, the mill, and the residence 
of George Woll. There wasa line running from San Jose to the C. W. 
Tyler country home where it could be connected with the Busy Bee 
Line and where connections could be made with Emden, Harness, New 
Holland, Lincoln, and various other points by means of the switch on 
the C. W. Tyler wall. 


In 1902, the Forest City Telephone Company was granted a 
franchise to build a line in San Jose andthe surrounding community. 
They bought outthe Fred Tyler Company and added new subscribers. 
The telephone directory of June 1903 gives 129 subscribers, 59 in 
townand70inthecountry. The pay station was located in J. S. Bak- 
er's Drug Store. The firsttelephone office from 1902 until 1907 was 
the east room of a grain office belonging to John Fryer across the 
street north of the city park where one of W. G. Kelly's grain ele- 
vators now stands. The first telephone operators were Luta Wiemer 
(Woll) and Grace Meeker (Johnson). Their contract states that they 
started duty October 13, 1902, operating day and night for $8.00 per 
montheach. In 1903, Roscoe Smith became night and noon operator, 
operating from 6:00 P. M. until 7:00 A. M., from 12:00 noon until 
1:00 P. M., and every other Sunday for $10.00 per month. 


In 1927, the telephone office was moved to the J. H. Eyrse 
building, now the W. G. Kelly building, above the Kelly Hardware 


Store. Whenthattwenty-year contract expiredin 1927, it was moved 
to its present location. 


W. L. Burbridge wasthe firstmanager. He serveduntil May 


1916 when Roscoe Smith, who is still serving as manager, took his 
place. 


The present gperators are Emma Woll, Frances Cross (Adkins) 
and Dorothy Houser, with Glenna Woll (Smith) as relief operator. 
Emma has served continuously since 1913 when a girlin high school. 
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RAILROADS 


(Letter dated June 15, 1876 from George Straut of Peoria to J. Coch- 
rane. 


"Dear Sir: A brief history of the road running through your county, 
I presume would assist you to prepare your work. The project was 
first started as the Tonica and Petersburg Railroad and the line was 
located through your county in 1857. The honorable Richard Yates 
was at that time President of the company, and during the year 1858 
a portion of the grading was done on that part of the line. The hard 
times of 1858, whichcontinued for several years, made it impossible 
to negotiate railroad securities, consequently work was suspended 
for several years. Mr. Yates, being a candidate for Governor in 
1860, resigned the presidency of the company, andMr. G. Green was 
elected President. During his administration, arrangements were 
perfected for consolidating the interests of the Tonica and Petersburg 
Railroad and the Jacksonville, Alton and St. Louis Railroad. This 
consolidation was ratified by the companies in 1862. The new com- 
pany was styled the St. Louis, Jacksonville and Chicago Railroad 
Company. 


At the first meeting of the Directors, I was elected President, and 
have socontinuedto this time. In 1863, arrangements were made for 
completing the road and in 1864 it was completed from Jacksonville 
south to the Chicago and Alton road at Godfrey, which gave our road 
to St. Louis. In 1867, the line was completed from Jacksonville to 
Bloomington, giving us ‘anoutlet to Chicago over the Chicago and Al- 
ton road. In the spring of 1868, the line was leased to the Chicago 
and Alton road and has been operated by that company since that 
Bate 


Yours truly, 


George Straut 


Before the turn of the 20th Century, San Jose was known as 
the littlest railroad center' in the United States. The Kansas City 
Branch ofthe Chicago and Alton came from Chicago via Bloomington, 
San Jose, Roodhouse to Kansas City. A train coming from Peoria to 
Springfield made connections with these trains so that four trains came 
to San Jose three times per day. The train coming from Springfield 
backed infromthe north Y and passengers changed trains. The train 
going to Springfield backed out. 


Twice daily, the Kansas City Hummer raced through on the 


main line. It could be stopped by flagging if there was a Chicago or 
Kansas City passenger. 
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Horse drawn hacks took those who wished to stay overnight 
to the Linbarger Hotel run by Edward Linbarger and located where 
Benninger's Oil Stationnow stands. Later, Abe Allen (father of Mrs. 
Ike Reed) built a hotel located in the building now occupied by George 
Weimer. 


All business houses had their produce sent in by freight so 
the dray business was anecessary one. Samuel O'Brien had such dray 
service between 1890 and 1910. Billy Benninger also had a dray 
business. After the fire of 1901, Benninger's Dray Service brought 
most of the gravel for rebuilding from Buxton's Hill. Mr. Benninger 
also had a black matched team to be used on the hearse. 


In these horse and buggy days, owning a livery stable was a 
flourishing business. Chat Probasco operated a livery stable located 
where the San Jose Fire Department and Town House are now located. 
Lafe Shankland had another livery stable located just west of the rail- 
road property and east of the Charles Weimer building. This build- 
ing is now owned by W. G. Kelly. 


As late as 1912, people hired horses from these stables to 
drive to the country for work. The coming of the automobile took 
passenger service from the trains and trucks reduced the moving 
of freight. 


By 1920, route 29 was builttwo miles west of San Jose and by 
1938, Route 119, now 136, camethrough. In 1951, SanJose has few 
trains. 


TAXIDERMY 


Mr. Oliver S. Biggs was one of the best known taxidermists 
in this country. He received commissions from nearly every state 
in the Union and specimens of his work can be found in the University 
of Chicago, the University of Illinois and at Yale and Harvard Col- 
leges. Alsoat many of the large museums of the country. He had at 
his home probably the-most complete collection of the fauna and bird 
life of Illinois that can be found anywhere. 


It is claimed that Mr. Biggs of San Jose was the best known 
taxidermist among colleges and museums in the middle west. He was 
a natural taxidermist and took great delight in arranging his speci- 
mens in the most natural way possible, so as to give the effect which 
we get when we see those animals in their primitive state. 


A live fawn had been received from St. Louis. This was 
stuffed with grass. In 1894 Mr. Biggs had a collection of 93 speci- 
mens, all mounted in perfectly natural positions. In the years he 
lived and worked at his hobby, he added many more rare specimens 
to the whole collection. 
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Mrs. Samuel Palmer (1950) arranged the upper story of the 
home into a museum so that this wonderful collection will be avail- 
able to the public for pleasure and education. This daughter learned 
the work in helping her father and intends to continue. One grandson 
has a liking to work along the same lines. 


WEBER LUMBER COMPANY 


Weber and McHarry operated the lumber yard from 1912-1917. 
In 1917 the partnership was dissolved. Mr. O. F. Weber then owned 
and operated the business known as the Weber Lumber Company. 
Earl Weber graduated from high schoolin 1921 and helped his father. 
Mr. Weber died in 1929, and since that time, the business has been 
operated by Earl. In 1936the lumber company expanded into the old 
Laumeier building. The front part was made into a modern Office. 
John Eigenbrod, James Steakley, Harry Parsons and Louis Schleder 
are employed by the Weber Lumber Company at this time. 


N. WOLL AND COMPANY 


N. Woll and Company was established in San Jose in 1867 by 
Nicholas Woll, whowas born in Germany in 1828 and came to Amer- 
ica in 1851. He settled in Ohio and while there married Catherine 
Biehl in 1856. 


During the CivilWar, hemovedto Illinois and lived at Shelby- 
ville, Peoria, and Secor. In February 1867 he moved to San Jose, 
Illinois, where he continued his trade as a shoemaker. The customer 
would have his foot measured, and the shoes were made completely 
by hand. At one time four shoemakers were employed in the busi- 
ness. 


Later groceries were added, and, finally, dry goods. 


The first store was two blocks north of its present site, 
where the family lived. The second location was where the brick 
store buildingnow stands. The building usedwas the frame structure 
which now stands two doors north of the present store. 


Bandages for the Civil War were folded in that building. The 
beams are very heavy and put together with wooden pegs. 


As times changed they quit making shoes and sold factory- 
made shoes. Aboutthattime the son, Henry Woll, entered into part- 


nership with his father. In 1906 Nicholas retired from active busi- 
ness, and his son, Oscar, became a partner in his stead. 


Nicholas Wollwas a Trustee of the German Methodist Church 


and an able and respectable Sunday School teacher. He was Secre- 
tary-Treasurer of the San Jose branch of the American Bible Society 
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about 1878. Bibles were shipped to San Jose by this society ‘and dis- 
tributed through the surrounding country. The society records, Bib- 
les, andshoemakertools, aswellas store records back to 1874, are 


still at Woll's store. 


Oscar and Henry Woll continued in business from 1906-1929, 
when Henry Woll became sole owner. 


From 1929-1938 the store was operated by Henry Woll with 
the assistance of his son, Robert, and daughter, Pansy. 


In 1938 Robert H. Woll purchased the store from the Henry 
Woll Estate. 


OTHER PRESENT BUSINESSES 


Other San Jose businesses include: the Elite Dress Shop, 
Velda's Cafe, Ruby's Cafe, Tangman Barber Shop; McCoy's Garage; 
Gilmore Electrical Service; Benninger Cream Station; William Gruen- 
sfelder Poultry Ranch; Isham's Service Station; Shawgo Gas Station; 
Benninger Gas Station; Wahl Garage; Dr. Dean A. Hauter, M. D., 
San Jose Journal; three beauty shopps - Cross, Halpin, and Hartlipp; 
William's Drug Store; Marshall's Pool Hall; Armstrong Grocery; 
Wiemer's Funeral Home. 
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HISTORY OF THE SALEM CHURCH OF SAN JOSE 


In this account we have depended for information upon the 
well kept records of the church, the memories of older members of 
the organization, and upon a historical account evidently prepared 
by the hand of Rev. Herman Zimmerman and published in the Blue 


Book. 


Ata time, probably as early as 1865 Brother Henry Kock, 
a Christian layman from Pekin, Illinois, came to this neighborhood 
to work at the carpenter's trade. Being a man of religious exper- 
ience and having a feeling of well being for the peoples of the com- 
munity, he found numbers of people who were concerned about their 
spiritual lives and made an effort to meet their needs. These ef- 
forts culminated in a desire for regular religious services in the 
German language in this community. 


From a small congregation, Long Point, by name, located 
some twelve miles west of San Jose, there came several pioneer 
preachers, to hold services, baptize children, and visit in the scat- 
tered homes. Among these were Martin Reuder, Charles Heidel, 
Henry Namann, Henry Figenbaum and Philip Hehner from Pekin to 
render similar services. Success followed these efforts and in the 
fall of 1866, Christian Bruegger, a student from Warrenton, Mis- 
souri, the seat of the Central Wesleyan University, was sent to 
serve this congregation. He labored in this -community for two 
years with good results to show for his efforts. A desire for a church 
building developed and in the second year of his pastorate plans were 
made for the building of a church and parsonage. 


Brother Bruegger preached in the Cream Ridge schoolhouse 
and the work was known as the Cream Ridge Mission and belonged to 
the South West German Conference. The pastor boarded in the home 
of John Rapp, Sr. There were no persons in the group who were 
welltrained in leadership of singing and one way in which songs were 
learned was by the assistance ofa family of Baptist people who had 
a muSical instrument in their home. 


Miss Pauline Adolph (later Mrs. Pauline Zimme rman) as a 
young child learned from this family, Mrs. Sarah Briggs. In turn, 
She taught the songs to her father, Michael Adolph and the two of 
them assisted others of the congregation to learn them. 


The first trustees were elected in the year 1867 and were: 
Fredrick Smith, Henry Schweitzer, John Gruensfelder, Sr. » Fohn 
Andrews, and Nicholas Woll. 


. The first Board of Stewards included these names: Fredrick 
Smith, Jacob Wiesbrod, John Rapp, Sr., Michael Adolph,George 
Suits, Henry Zimmer, (elected 1867). 
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Also in the year 1867, a committee on church location was 
appointed. Its members were Fred Smith, John Gruensfelder, Hen- 
ry Schweitzer, John Schweitzer, and Anton Clausen. A spot was 
selected on the Rapp farm, opposite the present residence of the 
Froebe family, but later it was decided not to build there and the 
land was redeeded. 


At conference time 1868, the Rev. C. F. Schlinger was ap- 
pointed pastor of the flock. As he hada family, it was necessary 
to secure a dwelling place for the Pastor. The village afforded no 


suitable place and so Brother Michael Adolph moved all of his fur- 
niture to the first floor of his home and arranged the second story 
for the home of the pastor. This was in the home later occupied by 
the Elmer Giles family. At the first Quarterly Conference following 
a committee was appointed to find a location for a parsonage. Since 
numbers of families had already locatedin San Jose, the question nat- 
urally arose whether it would be wise to build a parsonage four miles 
out in the country. Finally, the bretherndecided to build in the vil- 
lage. At that time, it was intended that the church should be built 
in the country. The land was rich, the country beautiful, and under 
the able leadership of Brother Schlinger, the membership grew stead- 
ily. The increase was rendered more easily possible by the fact that 
at this time, new people were continually taking up their residence 
here. The fact that a good church, using the German language was 
located here added greatly to the desirability of this as a place to 
live. Land owners of the community were likewise interested in the 
well being of the church which served their community and favored 
the coming of Christian people into the community. The influence 
of the Pekin congregation, together with the influence of the Smith 
brethern helped materially on the building up of the church. 


The congregation as yet had no real church home and the 
schoolhouse (Cream Ridge) in which services were held was becom- 
ing too crowded. Accordingly, on April 14, 1870 a motion prevailed 
to build a church. This action was taken by the Quarterly Confer- 
ence. There was a difference of opinion as to whether it would be 
best to build the church in the country or in the town. At first the 
sentiment was very strong for building in the country, but eventually 
the matter was decided by a ballot, the Quarterly Conference having 
decided to give all male members of the congregation over eighteen 
years of age the right to vote. A majority favored the village. The 
members living in the country were loyal to the cause and loved the 
church and co-operated in a brotherly way in building the church in 
town. Before the building ofthe church, members living in the town 
often used to walk out in the country to attend services - sometimes 
pushing baby buggies before them. In like fashion after the church 
was built, country members showed a similar devotion to church 
attendance. 
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The church building was started in 1870 and was dedicated 
free of debt on January 22, 1871 by Dr. H. Liebhart. The congre- 
gation moved into its new home with praising and thanksgiving - 
- praising God for the many blessings bestowed upon them. The site 
for the new building was purchased from Willis Crabb for $100, on 
April 15, 1869. The total cost of the building was $2,902. 0,Ucur Or 
this amount $2,140 was paid to the contractors, Fehrman and Wad- 
schneider of Pekin, the brick cost $217. and was laid at a cost of 
$61.65. The bell cost $272., the well $41. Brother Schlinger dur- 
ing whose pastorate the church was built, terminated his remarkably 
fruitful pastorate here in the fall of 1871. 


Rev. Wilhelm Winter became the next pastor, remaining for 
two years; David Huene was later in charge for three years, and was 
followed by Rev. Stoffregan. A Church School was organized the same 
time the church was started. This department has always had a good 
attendance. The first superintendent was George Suits. In 1876, 
some forty six members withdrew from the congregation and were 
added to the organizations at Emden and Hartsburg. Regular ser- 
vices were held each Sunday. 


Rev. Stoffregenleftin 1879 andwas followed by George Enze- 
roth who served Salem Church from 1879 to 1882. Rev. Deween 
served from 1882 to 1885. RudolphHavinghurst came in 1885 and re- 
mained four years. William Koenke came in 1889 and stayed until 
1894. Reverend Edward Hertzler was the next pastor, and he remained 
until 1897. Reverend G. E. Heidel served from 1897 to 1902. He 
was followed by Rev. Bueltemann who served twoyears. In 1904, 
Rev. Zimmerman came to take over the pastorate of Salem Church. 


The Rev. W. H. Traeger was the next pastor. During his 
pastorate of six years 1909-15, the present church edifice was er- 
ected. Brother Traeger was asplendid leader forthis work. Twenty 
members were present at the meeting of the official Board at which 
a decision was reached to build anew church. Eighteen voted to 
build. The work was quickly begun. Volunteer labor helped to keep 
down some of the expenses. The building was to cost $25,000. At 
the close of the meeting of the Board, subscriptions to the amount of 
$13,600 were reported. It was agreed to proceed with the building 
as soon as $15,000 had been pledged. This was soon reached. The 
action to build was taken on February 4, 1911. 


A building committee was appointed composed of the follow- 
ing persons: George Bockwitz, President; Philip Adolph, Secretary; 
F. W. Jacobs, Treasurer; John Faulkin, Henry Smith, Christopher 
Froebe, John Gruensfelder, Fred Zimmerman, Mrs. Emma Reid- 
inger, Lydia Jacobs and Rev. W. H. Traeger. The ultimate cost of 
the building was $28,500. Subscriptions to the amount of $28,803 
were taken. All of this was paid for but $193. which is remarkable 
of church building finance. 
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Thus did this congregation secure one of the most beautiful 
and well-equipped church buildings in the conference for a churchof 
our number of members. May the beauty andefficiency of the build- 
ing ever be matched by the beauty of Christian lives and the effect- 
iveness of the service rendered by our members. 


The Rev. E. H. Muelder came in the fall of 1915, and con- 
tinued on the work for six years. He was a great scholar and preach- 
er and possessed a personality of much force. He had the difficult 
years of the World War I during his pastorate and guided our congre- 
gation through these trying times with loyalty both to country and to 
the work of the Kingdom of God. 


During his pastorate the church was incorporated under the 
name of Salem Methodist Episcopal Church, San Jose, Illinois. Bro- 
ther F. S. Eitelgeorge was here from 1921-24. He was effective 
and also had some perplexing problems to deal with. 


It was becoming increasingly evident that the time had come 
to change from the use of the mother language to the English, as 
many of the young people did not understand the German, and most 
of the older ones did understand the English. Gradually the change 
was made. 


Brother L. E. Kettlekamp was here the following year, 1924- 
25. He had been a District Superintendent, and had a good under- 
standing of the handling of church finances as well as other import- 
ant features of the work. It was also during his pastorate thata 
playground association was formed. He was succeeded in 1925 by 
Brother B. J. Wroughton, a good preacher, and excellent organizer 
and a faithfulworker. Duringhis ministry here, the church was re- 
decorated following a damaging fire. The parsonage also was re- 
modeled and beautified. A basement was put under the building and 
extensive improvements which made the parsonage into a lovely mod- 
ern dwelling for the pastors. The front porch was completed under 
the pastorate of Rev. R. L. Steed, who succeeded Brother Wroughton. 


In April 1928, Brother Steed was an outstanding character of 
ability and although rather advanced inyears, was an untiring worker 
looking very carefully after all the interests of the church and con- 
tinually feeding the flock with the rich treasures of his preaching 
ministry. He was followedinthe pastorate by the Rev. H. L. Thrall 
who took up the work in the fall of 1929 and continued until the fall of 
1934 when he was succeeded by Rev. Paul R. Nessler, who stayed 
until 1940. Hewas followed by E. N. Wiseley whoservedthis church 
for four years. It was during his pastorate in the summer of 1942 
that Salem Church had a four-day celebration for its seventy-fifth 
anniversary. 


In 1944, D. Ross Fleming came for four years. During his 
pastorate the Church had its bricks repointed - the entire church 
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was redecorated inside and a new carpet was laid, at a total cost of 
$12,800. On June 27, 1948, a rededication ceremony was held. 


In June 1948, Rev. Olin Leecameto serve this church. Under 
his very efficient and spiritual guidance, the Methodist men and M. 
Y. F. were organized. A Youth Choir and an Angel Choir were 
formed, Sunday School and Church attendance arose. 


A few features of our church history are of interest to us. 
The following persons have served as Sunday SchoolSuperintendents: 
John Wahl; Michael Adolph, Rev. C. F. Schlinger, George Sassman, 
W. R. Phillips; P. J. Adolph, George’ky Diers; John Neet, Clarence 
Schraudt, Mrs. Alma Schraudt, Louis Luken. 


The Salem Church has entertained the German Conference four 
times as follows: 1880, Bishop E. G. Andrews presiding, Rev. En- 
zenroth, pastor; 1894 with Bishop S. M. Netril presiding, and Rev. 
Koeneke pastor; 1912 with Bishop C. W. Smith presiding and Rev. 
Traeger, pastor; and in 1919 with Bishop W. A. Quale presiding and 
Rev. E. H. Muelder pastor. 


Our outstanding feature of the spiritual work of the Salem 
Church has been that of careful instruction of children in the meaning 
of Christian life andof the church. Every pastor in the history of this 
church has thus organized the children for personal instruction at the 
hands of the pastor. 


May every new linkinthe history of this charge add something 
of beauty, worth, and strength to the work of the Master as carried 
on here through the agency of this church. 


First M. E. Church - 1910 


First M. E. Church - 1918 
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THE FIRST METHODIST CHURCH IN SAN JOSE, and something of 
its growth 


The first, First Methodist Church was built in 1859, located 
where the Parsonage now stands, on lots 1, 2, 3, in block 5, facing 
east on Second Street. This indenture on September 2, 1859 is re- 
corded in Havana: 


A. W. Morgan, Asa Ann, his wife; Z. B. Kidder and Emily, 
his wife; and Daniel Dillon and Paulina, his wife, of the first part; 
and Isaac Brown, Austin Melton, Stuart Hight, Marion Hill. 2enas ih. 
Kidder, Rufus B. Summers, John E. Voak, Trustees of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church consideration $100 lots 1, 2, 3, in block ay 
town of San Jose, Illinois. 


As usual, in all ruralcommunities, Church services had be- 
gun in the Goodal schoolhouse, about one mile north of the present 
village. When a majority of the people attending these services felt 
that they could arrange for a building nearer, steps were taken to do 
so, and legal plans were completed as above stated by the people in 
authority. There were eighteen charter members. 


A clipping from the San Jose paper says that about the year 
1859, a House of Worshipwas erected on the site of the present par- 
sonage and whatwas then the parsonage is still a comfortable dwell- 
ing used by Anna Hellman and her brother, Clarence. 


Enoch Carruthers erected this Church, at the cost of some 
$2,000, and it was dedicated in 1860. It wasa one-room structure 
with two front doors, one on each side, one an entrance for men and 
boys, the other for women and girls. A wooden partition extended 
through the center of the room, as was the custom in the building of 
churches of years ago. The pews were home-made of rough lumber, 
and with no backs. It was crude perhaps, but it served its purpose 
until a larger and better equipped building could be secured. This 
church advanced with the growth of the vicinity and added many new 
members, until in 1880-1882, a second church was built, and dedi- 
cated on Easter Sunday, March 25, 1882. A Bishop was coming for 
the dedication. (Now what was a Bishop? A little girl, the present 
Miss Edith Buxton, was curious and wanted to see the Bishop. The 
services were to be at night, and although her father did not approve 
of her going toanevening service, she was so anxious that he relent- 
ed andtookher. The church was well-filled by the time they arrived 
and they had to go up in the corner to the right of the pulpit to be 
seated. That was all right, for the girl could see everything, but 
when the Bishop appeared, she said, ''Why, father, he is only a man'! a 
Her father was astonished, but said, 'Sh, sh, you must not talk". 
She has seen many Bishops since, and realizes that they are usually 
men, high in authority, in ecclesiastical matters. 
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Rev. J. Wolfe was the Pastor when the first church building 
was erected. William T. Beadles was the Pastor when the second 
church was dedicated on Easter Sunday, March 25, 1882. Mrs. Hen- 
ry T. Eyrse served as Primary Superintendent under the Pastorate 
of Rev. Beadles. The Rev. Powell followed and started extensive 
prayer -meeting and revival services, which greatly extended the in- 
fluence of the church and increased its membership, and deepened the 
religious conscienceness ofa wider range, and thereby added strength 
and interest. The women were organized under the Pastorate of S. 
M. Martin, andhave taken their place in upholding the church work. 
The second church servedthe community for thirty-six years. Then 
was felt the need for a more modernly equipped, heated and lighted 
building to serve the community of the 1920s better. This developed 
during the Pastorate of Rev. E. L. Tobie, and the present structure 
was completed at a cost of $23,000, and was dedicated on April 7, 
1918. In the basement a 60 x 90 tt. gymnasium, with a fourteen 
ft. ceiling was equipped with showers. It is used for suppers given 
by the ladies W.S.C.S. andfor the young peoples' socials, the Meth- 
odist Mens' recreation, etc., andthus has been found to be very use- 
ful. The heating system is housedin the basement. The kitchen and 
dining room are very complete and are in frequent use, the dining 
room being the place for the regular monthly meetings of both the 
Methodist Men and the W.S.C.S., also the Junior Choir and some- 
times the Senior Choir Rehearsals. The auditorium is beautiful and 
adequate for the general attending members. The choir stalls are 
accessible andthe large Sunday School room to the north gives added 
space when needed besides the auditorium. The classrooms for the 
Church School are used to capacity. The parlor is very popular and 
many meetings not directly connected with the church activities are 
held there. This roomandthe dining room are available for any who 
desire to entertain, and whose homes are not adapted to entertaining. 
A nominal fee is charged foruse when used by organizations not con- 
nected with the church. This is designed to cover expense of light, 
heatandwearandtear. On the day of dedication $14,000 was needed 
in pledges, and on Dedication Day more was raised than was required. 


Guy Green was Janitor for several years and assisted in re- 
locating the bell in the new church building. 


The new church was needed to meet the growing needs of 
a larger and better supervised community gatherings and a recreation 


center for the growing youthful population. ''As the twig is inclined 
the tree is bent.'' Ours, the duty, in our maturity to provide such 
places for the children around us. 


The last stepinthe right direction of which this church is now 
undertaking is in providing an endowment fund that the work may pro- 
gress in the future. 
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We have been talking about material improvement and growth, 
but such could not have developed as they have had the Spiritual teach- 
ing and example been lacking, but as we have endeavored to do our 
best God has supplied us with capable leaders, each of whom has left 
us with stronger, deeper faith in His willingness and power to guide 
us aright. May we continue to do as we see best and hand the torch 
to the generations to follow with great confidence that they will do 
their best and ''Carry on" to the end of time. 


MINISTERS OF FIRST METHODIST CHURCH 


' —— CSE —— 


Rev. Armentrout 1858 J. O. Collins 1895 
Js Wolte 1859 E. A. Waulass 1898 
G. Randle 1860 F. A. McCarty 1901 
W. Rayburn 1862 Jie cost e con 1903 
S. H. Martin 1865 P. Kittle 1908 
J. S. Barger 1866 PoiM. Harry 1909 
A. R. Garner 1867 J. H. Pence 1912 
T. J. Simmons 1868 J. C. Cummins 1913 
S. Middleton 1870 E. L. Tobey L915 
S. H. Martin 1872 D. H. Hartley 1918 
A. Latimer 1874 C. H. Davis 1920 
W.G. Avery 1875 1 Weootarr 1922 
WF. Lowe 1877 H. A. Letherland 1924 
Le eal tS Chea tl 1878 Ray Ragan 1925 
fee aheler 1879 Milton Wilson 1929 
W. T. Beadles 1880 OO. D. Drake 1930 
L. A. Powell | 1883 D. K. Sailor 1932 
P. A. Swart 1884 E.H. Duling 1934 
J.B. Artz 1885 G. E. Mayo 1938 
oN Winear 1888 DeWitt Ellinwood 1944 
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B. F. Shipp 1890 Charles L. Coleman 1948 
J. C. Enninger 1892 R. CGC. Myers 


G. T. Wetzel 1893 


ST. LUKE'S LUTHERAN CHURCH OF ALLEN'S GROVE 


(Submitted by Mr. W. H. Hindahl) 


St. Luke's Lutheran Churchof Allen's Grove was built in 1907 
at an approximate cost of $2,000. The Rev. Theodore Sieving was 
the first Pastor and served the congregation for several years, then 
the Rev. Harry Timm, the Rev. Klohn, and the present Pastor is 
Rev. M. E. Wackler. In 1938, the churchwas enlarged and a base- 
ment with furnace and fully equipped kitchen were installed. In 1949 
the Parsonage was built in San Jose, and an electric organ was in- 
stalled in the church. 


BAPTIST CHURCH 


The society oi regular Baptists was organizedsein 1868 by mem- 
bers of the Church of Delavan. They had as yet no church building. 
Rev. William H. Briggs was the first Pastor and labored for the con- 
gregationfourorfive years. The early meetings of the Society were 
held inahallover fhe store later occupied by Newman and Knapp. In 
October, 1877, the church fitted up a hall in the hotel, which was so 
used for years. Thechurchwas served by the Rev. J. A. Brown for 
a year; Rev. S.)o.) Martin forethree vearce followed by RevVir Js aN. 
Horney; services were held twice each month. Sunday School met 
each Sunday and had agood attendance. T. S. Knapp was the Super- 
intendent. 


GREEN HILL CEMETERY 


A community cemetery was started by the Trustees of Salem 


Church. Tom Edds donated the ground across from the Cream Ridge 


School where services for this church were first held. 
burial ground for Emden and San Jose. The first grave was made in 


1873 and was that of Margaret Barkmeier Rapp, first wife of John 
Rapp, Jr. 


This was a 


; Every year on Memorial Day, services are held for the sur- 
rounding communities. 
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SALEM METHODIST CHURCH 


ST. LUKE'S CHURCH 
Allen's Grove 


Center of Cemetery 
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SAN JOSE MAENNERCHOR 


Organized Dec. 1930, singing until 1936 with a repetoire of 80 to 
85 numbers. The group was very loyal to Monday night rehearsals. 


Standing left ro right. Russel Troxel, Director and organizer, 
Louis Gruensfelder, Edward Meyers, Dwight Sailor, Chas. Meyers, 
Earl Weber, John Tyler, Harold Green, Donald Gibson, Leslie 
Scott, Fred Jacobs, Harold Thrall. 


Three members are not on picture - Donald Reed, HiramSampen, 
Lyle Baker. 
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SAN JOSE WOMEN'S CLUB 


The San Jose Women's Club was founded January 26, 1907, 
with the object of promoting a higher literary and social standard and 
the best interests of the community. The club was organized at the 
home ofthe Brian sisters. Clara Brian had the invitation to all wom- 
en of the community in the paper. Mrs. J. L. Stretton was elected 
the first President, Agnes Adolph, Vice-President, Mrs. George 
Wiemer, Recording Secretary, Mrs. Fred Jacobs, Corresponding 
Secretary, and Mrs. J. F. Fryer, Treasurer. Mrs. W. L. Shank- 
land, Cora Brian, Lydia Adolph were on the Program Committee. 
Clara Brian, Mrs. J. S. Baker and Mrs. A. E. Wandel were on the 
Committee on By-Laws. 


At the second meeting, Mrs. Shankland was elected and served 
as President, since Mrs. Stretton was unable to attend night meet- 
ings. 


There were 27 membersthe first year. The membership was 
limited to 30, thenin 1918 extended to 40. This was necessary since 
the meetings wereheldin the homes. There are 84 members at this 
time, June 1951. 


This organization sponsored a lecture course, 1909-1924, 
maintained a library by donating $50.00 for books and having a book 
shower and combining with the services of the traveling library from 
Springfield. Later, this library was turned to use with the growing 
library at the high school. 


The Women's Club purchased the site for the San Jose Park 
and landscaped it at a cost of $150, and bought the initial shrubbery 
for the grade schooland planted flowers. The Club planted shrubbery 
and flowers north of the depot along the railroad track. It has aided 
Park Ridge School for Girls, Woman's Shelter, Chicago, the Near 
East Relief, Soldiers' Boys Clubat Camp Grant, Trail Rangers, and 
sponsored the Girl Scouts. 


The Club bought a $100 war bond and supported two French 
orphans during the first World War. Italso bought Red Cross bonds 
and has done many other good deeds too numerous to mention. 


Great stress has been placed on the home as the source of 
greatest good influence in the lives of children. All too often, it is 
left for the church to inspire children. 


The motto ofthe club is ''Never Unprepared"'. Theclub colors 
are green and white. 
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RESIDENTS OF SAN JOSE OVER 90 YEARS OF AGE - 1951 


Front row Back row 
Mrs. Mary Ryan - 98 Mr. N. G. Beekman - 9l 
Mr. John Fryer - 93 Mrs. Laura Davis - 92 


Mrs. Catherine Tyler - 93 Mr. W. R. Phillipp - 92 
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First picture of San Jose Women's Club - taken in 1910 


Ist row left to right - 
Mrs. John Fryer, Mrs. Adam Reidinger, Mrs. Johnathan Curtis 
Mrs. J. S. Baker, Mrs. Fred Jacobs, Mrs. Sam Brady, Mrs. 
W.G. Kelly 


2nd row - Mrs. Dave McCollough, Mrs. Rieke, Mrs. J. M. Yontz, 
Miss Edith Buxton, Miss Lydia Adolph, Mrs. Lafe Shankland, 
(First President 


3rd row - Mrs. Geo. Wiemer, Mrs. Gommel Brauer, Miss Elsa 
Davis, Miss Agnes Adolph, Mrs. Nohn Norris, Miss Sula Curtis 
Mrs. David Riedinger, Mrs. E. Wandell, Miss Callie Coburn, 
Mrs. Henry Stewart, Mrs. Andrew Fuelner 


WOMEN'S CLUB - 1915 
Taken in Pekin Park 


ACTIVE IN CIVIC AFFAIRS - Organized to promote literary and social 
life among women of the community, the San Jose Women's Club 

is also interested in civic improvement and the betterment of the various 
phases of the educational system. There are at present approximately 
40 members in the club. 
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First row = (left to right) 
Marshall (Grace Cunningham's mother) 


OON DMB WN + 


© . 


Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Miss 


Mrs. 


Nick Woll 
Belle Sellers 
Mary Heitzman 
Wm. Hindahl 


Elizabeth Zimmerman 


Mary Phillipp 
Chas. Tyler 

Margaret Manuel 
Mary Leavitt 


Back row - 


Page 
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28% 
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30% 
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Jee 
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34. 
ao 
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40. 
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Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 


Alma Schraudt 

Meta Adolph 
Amanda Woll 

Anna Krughoff 
Emma Adolph 
Paulina Zimmerman 
Elizabeth Gipson 
Grace Cunningham 
Hannah Bockwitz 


Eleanor Heitzman 


Miss 


Mrs. 


Miss 
Mrs. 


Mrs. 


Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 


Idella Swing 
Rebecca Joesting 
Esther Froebe 
Emma Froebe 
Elizabeth Bockwitz 
Nancy Carter 

Belta Adolph 
Fannie Kramer 
Elizabeth Heitzman 
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July 25, 1937 at home of Mrs. Chas. Heitzman, 
birthday of Mrs. Mary Heitzman 


honoring 80th 


Second row - 
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Mrs. 


Mary Pergande 


Miss Allie Smith 


Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 


Miss 


Mrs. 


Mes. 


Mrs. 


Mrs. 


Sophia Adolph 
Henry Hellman 
John Wolfe 
Elizabeth Uken 
Maggie Rademaker 
Lena Neef 

Carl Vogel 

John Marshall 
August Emke 

Edith Depue 


—— 
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WOMEN 


BAND - SAN JOSE 
Left column - front to back 


Bert Tyler, Carl Phillips, Andrew Fuelner, Chester Phillips 
2nd row - John Diers (by drum) Byron Tyler, Adelie Linbarger, 
Geo. Wiemer 


3rd row - Geo. Pondexter, Oscar Richie, Dave Riedinger, Geo. Paas 
4th row - Chas. Switzer, John Tyler, Webster Linbarger, Oscar 
Wahl 


PRAIRIE CREEK ORCHESTRA 


Front row - Agnes Adolph, Mary Tyler, John Tyler, Carl Gumble, 
Alma Adolph 


Back row - Joe Lemmer, John Linbarger, Roscoe Smith, Henry 
Neef, Fremon Bockwitz, William Rapp 
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Seated left to right - Lillian Kaesebier, Emma Green, Doris Sullivan 
Zelma Detmers, Lucy Adolph 
Second row - Alma Adolph, Chas. Gordon, Dorothy Knuppel, Mary 
Glen Rogers, Henry Imig, Vera Meyers, Bess Litwiller, Ruth SAN JOSE COMMUNITY CHOR USS gaat 
Diers, Anna Gruensfelder, Elizabeth Riedinger, Harriet Hilde- 
brands, Dorothy Kelly, Amanda Woll, Marian Goeben, Shirley 
Woll, Alma Schraudt, Arthur Zorn, Director. 
Back row - Racille Probasco, Henry Kramer, Earl Weber, Lawrence 
Kaesebier, Harold Green, Dean Hullinger, Roy Poppleton, Harold 
Hildebrands, Louis Gruensfelder. 
Marie Adolph, Accompanist (not in picture) 


SAN JOSE LODGE 
(condensed from ''History of Mason County") 


The San Jose Lodge, No. 645, A.F. & A.M., was organ- 
ized under charter from the Grand Lodge, bearing date October 4, 
A. L. 5870, A. D. 1870. H. G. Reynolds was Grand Master, and 
Orlin H. Miner Grand Secretary. Edmund Rodgers, William J. Cun- 
ningham, Willis Crabb, Andrew T. Linbarger, R. B. Williams, 
William D. Oswald, Daniel W. Dillon, Rufus B. Summers, Edward 
Lyons, Timothy Sullivan, H. C. McDowell, Samuel Watkins were 
charter members. The first officers of the Lodge were: Edmund 
Rodgers, W.M.; William J. Cunningham, S.W.; Willls.Crabpb Ja ae 
Regular communications were held the first and third Thursdays of 
each month, intheirhallover Chestnut & Thomas's store. Member- 
ship was thirty-three. 


The present officers are: Earl Gilmore, W.M.; Maurice 
Wainwright, S.W.; Clarence Heineken, J.W.;JohnFryer, Treasurer; 
Fred McCullough, Secretary. The lodge, in 1951, is a flourishing 
organization, and has about sixty members. 


LODGES 


At different times, San Jose had chapters of Eastern Star, 
Knights of Pythias, Masons, Modern Woodman, Pythian Sisters, and 
RoyalNeighbors. In1951, twoof the above are still active, the Mas- 
ons and the Royal Neighbors. 


ROYAL NEIGHBORS OF AMERICA 


Mrs. Kingsley, District Deputy, organized Cresent Camp 
No. 54, Royal Neighbors of America, instituted in 1898, with the fol- 
lowing officers:- 


Oracle - Mrs. Silas Linbarger 

Vice Oracle - Mrs. Dave McCullough 

Recorder = Mrs. Fred Jacobs 

Receiver - Mrs. John Fryer 

Marshall - Mrs. Mart Thomas 

Chancellor - Mrs. Henry Adolph 

Inner Sentinel - Mrs. Charles Probasco I 

Outer Sentinel - Mrs. Louis Adolph 

Graces - Margaret Egglestone, Agnes Earl, Anna 

Folkman, Mattie Dillon, Mary Phillips 

Organist - Marion Buxton 

Managers - Mrs. Isaac Egglestone, 3 yrs., Mrs. 
Lydia Brust, 2 yrs., Mattie Dillon, 
Ao Te es 

Physician - Dr. Tyler 
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The lodge is 53 years old and the following ladies are charter 
members: Sadie Morrison, now Mrs. Jacob Yale, Cora Reidinger, 
now Mrs. Fred Jacobs, Meta Koeneke, now Mrs. Henry Adolph, Grace 
Lux, now Mrs. Jack Benninger, and Lillie Taylor, now Mrs. George 
Woll. All have 50 year pins, having been members that long. 


The lodge first met in a hall over a store which stood where 
Armstrong's Marketis now. Later, meetings were held in the Reid- 
inger Store in the Woodman Halland then in the Leavitt Building, now 
owned by Earl Weber. After meeting there for a great many years, 
it was decidedto meet in the various homes, with the exception of one 
year, when the meetings were again held in the Mason Hall over Art 
Williams Drug Store. Asrentwas highand some members were aging 
and could not climb steps, they again met in the homes. 


In June 1950, Camp No. 54 was host to the Mason County R. 
N. A. Convention. It was held in the San Jose High School gymnas- 
ium and was largely attended. Our camp presented the memorial, 
which was very impressive and inspiring. 


Mrs. Guy Greene was Chencellor for 31 years until the Decem- 
ber election when she was succeeded by Mrs. Stella Groves. The 
present officers are: 


Oracle - Mrs. Ray Worstall 

Vice-Oracle - Mrs. Harold Ewing 

Past Oracle = Mrs. Charles Myers 

Chancellor - Mrs. Stella Groves 

Receiver - Miss Warda Hale 

Recorder - Chloe Woll 

Marshalls - Emma Greene and Ressie Graham 

Managers - Opal Wheat, Myrtle Sellers and 
Bernice Hartlipp 

Musician - Mrs. Harold Ewing 

Physician - Dr. Dean Hauter 

Graces - Nola Coburn, Faith; Augusta Green, 

Courage; Maude Gilmore, Unselfishness; 

Bernice Hartlipp, Endurance 

Flag Bearer - Ruby Mulford 

Juvenile Director = Mary Wheat 

Captain of the Degree Staff - Emma Greene 


At present, there isamembership of 95 adults, 110 juveniles, 


and 11 social members. This is a totalof 116 members. The aver- 
age attendance is 20 at each meeting. 
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SAN JOSE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 


The origin of the San Jose Community Council dates back to 
April, 1945 when the Village received official notice from the Coun- 
cil of Defense advising that the observance of V-E Day would be May 
Ban h945.. 


Accordingly George B. Wiemer, President of the Board of 
Trustees, and by virtue of his office also Chairman of the local Civ- 
ilian Defense Organization informed the people of the Community and 
as aresult, agroupof San Jose citizens representing the several or- 
ganizations of the Community met at the Village Council Room on 
Monday evening April9, 1945, to consider appropriate V-E Day Ser- 
vices, A Community Honor Roll, and the building of a permanent 
Memorial to our Veterans of all Wars. 


The group formed an organization, and the following officers 
were elected: Chairman, George B. Wiemer; Secretary, Clarence 
Schraudt; Treasurer, Roy Poppelton. The Chairman appointed com- 
mittees to act on the abovementioned projects, - the excellent re- 
sults ofthe Committee action encouraged the businessmen of the Vil- 
lage to petition for a Community Civic Organization - therefore, on 
September 7, 1945, representatives of the different groups of the 
Community held a meeting and decided to organize the larger group 
which would permit of enlarging the scope of Community activities. 
It was agreed that the name of this organization would be ''The San 
Jose Community Council", after which they proceeded to elect the 
following officers: President, George B. Wiemer; Vice-President, 
Henry J. Gruensfelder; Secretary, Clarence Schraudt; Treasurer, 
Roy Poppelton. The purpose of The San Jose Community Council is 
"Uniting the Citizenry, Promoting the General Welfare, and For the 
Advancement of Economic, Social, and Civic interests of the San Jose 
Community". 


The Counciloffers an opportunity for folks to give expression 
to the needs of the Community in civic affairs, social and business 
matters, andagricultural problems asthey arise, all of which makes 
possible harmonious action in whatever seems best for the Commun- 
ity as a whole. All groups and citizens of the San Jose trading area 
are invited and welcome to become members of this Community 
Association. 


The following projects were sponsored and completed by the 
Council: 


1946 


Completion of the Memorial to all veterans of our Wars and 
the tabulating of the names inscribed on the Honor Roll. 


On October 6, 1946, the San Jose Honor Roll was dedicated. 
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1947 


Sponsored development of the San Jose Fire Protection Dis- 
trict. Were instrumental in securing a local resident physician. 


1948 


Sponsored formation of the Community Unit School District 
#122. 


Arrangement of a new form of flag display of our National 
Emblem in the Village. 


Recreation activities and facilities for the young people of the 
Community. 


Sponsored purchase of wheelchair to be used by invalid peo- 
ple of the Community. 


ie Fea] 


The Housing project which resulted inthe State Housing Auth- 
ority building new homes not only in San Jose but in the entireCounty. 


The replacement ofthe Physician who had left, after sever- 
al conferences the Community was fortunate in the decision of Doc- 
tor Dean A. Hauter to select San Jose Community in which to prac- 
tice his profession. 


1950 


The Citizenship Award Banquet for a citizen who had con- 
tributed to the welfare of the Community. The Award was presented 
to Mr. Wallace G. Kelly on February 8, 1950. 


The cleaning up and rehabilitating of the Bratt Cemetery. 


A monument in memory of Dr. J. D. Milligan 
A very educational trip to Lincoln Shrines on July 4th. 


Distribution of Christmas baskets to the needy families. 


1951 
Sponsored the building of bleacher seats at the Athletic 
Field at the Community High School, the lumber being furnished thru 
the generosity of Mr. James Weaver. 


The Golden Aged Banquet at which sixty eight ladies and gen- 
tlemen of the Golden Age of seventy-five or over were honored, 
held April 10, 1951. 


at 


Sponsored ''Homecoming'' which was very successful be- 
cause of the splendid cooperation ofall groups in the community par- 


ticipating. 


Through the generosity of Miss Ruth Smith, the Council ac- 
quired another wheelchair to be used by invalid people. 


The Council has assisted a great deal in many other activi- 
ties in the community. 


MEMORIAL 


HONOR ROLL 
CIVIL WAR 


Barkmeier, Hiram Kidder; 4. B: 


Biggs, Samuel 

Leineweber, Martin 
Brian, ro. 

Lott, George 
Brown, Isaac 


Brown, Jacob Murphy, Dennis 
Bundy, Thomas Neiukirk, Nathan 
Davis, John B. Parsons, Wm. 
Davis, Warren Paas, F. W. 


DeWeese, Wm. 
Spruce, John 


Duffy, Wm. 

Steen, Paul 
Fleming, Reuben 

Taylor, Wm. 
ELy Griese. 

Van Ripper, Eden 
Groves, Benjamin, Sr. Wood, Randolph 
Gruensfelder, Philip Yale, David B. 

SPANISH AMERICAN 
Hendricks, Benj. Coburn, V. C. 


Tomlin, Benjamin 


Hullinger, EB. B. Wood, James T. 
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WORLD WAR 1 


Adolph, Carl L. lux, Clyde 


Adolph, Wm. Lux, Fred 

Lux, Wm. 
Baker, Wm. 
Baker, Lyle E. Morgan, Wm. 
Benninger, Fred Morgan, Russell 
Boudeman, O. O. McGrady, Jack 
Brady, Samuel 
Burling, Alton Parsons, Bob 
Burling, Walter Pergande, Paul 


Probasco, David 
Carter, Gy W. 
Connett, Charles Reed, K. L. 
Cordes, Ed. J. 

SCOM pCrsvirost 


Davis. lo.) Wis Sellers, Albert 
Davis, Ralph Sellers, Carl 
Davis, Van Sellers, Ed. 
Dean, James Sellers, W. W. 
Dickhoff, Remp. Shelton, Russell 
Siegrist, Damon C. 
Eggleston, Harry pmiith, HH. 5; 
SMO, Re ias 
Farmer, Wm. Spinker, Henry 
Spinker, Oscar 
Glaser, Walter Steuber, Henry 
Goodin, Walter Swan, Clifford 
Gumbel, Carl 
Weatris i) yad 2 
Hale, Raleigh Wall, Carl 
Handke, Fred Webb, J. EE: 
Hartlipp, Otto Wetzel, Harry 
Wiemer, Paul M. 
Koehnken, Louis Woll, Robert 
WRrugnort, ©. i. Wo, Hi... 


Lanford, Victor 

Lauermier, George W. NURSES WORLD WARI 

Lough, Harlan eet er oreore eno eremer as 2 aan 
Eggleston, Edna 
Smiley, Emily 
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Armstrong, Lucian 
Arnold, Donald 
Arnold, Richard 


Baker, George 
Bartles, Julian 
Baumgardner, Carl 


Baumgardner, Raymond 


Birkey, Joe 
Bowman, Dr. H. O. 


Clarice? Max 
Coburn, Russell 
Connett, Ernest 
Cross, Duane 
Cross, Hayworth 
Cross, Kenneth 
Cross, Leland 


Davis, Jim L. 
Dennis, John 
Dennison, Arthur 
Dennison, Murrel 
Diers, John I. 
Dunkel, Wayne 
Dunker, Clayton 


Eigenbrod, John 
Engelhorn, Dale 
Eudailey, Clarence 
Eudailey, Arthur 
Py ESC Arig iss 


Faulkin, Leroy 
Feulner, Harold 


Garber, Albert 
Garber, Wayne 
Gilmore, Robert 
Glock, Loren 

Glock, Marvin 
Glock, Milton 
Graham, Claude 
Green, Garl R. 
Groves, James 
Gruensfelder, Melvin 
Gruensfelder, William 
Gosnell, Everett 
Gumbinger, Cyril C. 
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Haberland, Harold 
Handke, Jamés 
Harless, Chas. 
Harless, Walter 
Hartlipp, David 
Hayes, John F. 
Hazard, Forrest 
Hazard, Oscar 
Heitzman, Carol 
Heitzman, Eldon 
Heitzman, Raymond 
Helman, Clarence 
Hester, Jack 
Hindahl, John 
Hindahl, Walter F. 
Hoerbert, Robert 
Hoffman, Raymond 
Hullinger, Dean 


Imig, Nelson P. 
Imig, Paul 

Imig, Walter 
Ingersoll, Charles 
Ingersoll enopert-G. 


Jacobs, Melvin 


Kelly, Gordon 
Kelly, James 
Keyes, Francis; L. 
Keyes, .Rovpert 


Laumier, Alvin 
Leineweber, Edwin 
Leineweber, Wilfred 
Lerch, Wm. 
Limback, Edwin 
Limback, Herman 
Limback, Wilbur 
Lowe , Calvin 

Lux, Robert 


Mangold, Raymond 
Martin, Dallas 
Martin, Donald 
Martin, Howard 
Martin, Robert 
Mayo, Maurice 
Miller, Klaus 
Miller, Lawrence 


Mitchell, Floyd, M. 


Mitchell, Harold I. 
Mitchell, Robert 
Moehring, Robert 


Morris, Herbert D. 


Myers, Robert 


Nessler, Kenneth 
Nessler, Raymond 


Olson, Arthur 


Perce, John 
Phalen, John 
Post, John 

Ree IeOL ven to. 
Pree, Philip 


Rabbe, Melvin 
Radafield, Richard 
Rapp, Benjamin 
Rapp, Virgil 
Reed, John I. 
Reedy tyaris: J f 
Ryan, Patrick 


Schraudt, Robert 
Sellers, Glenn 
Sellers, James E. 
Sellers, NelsonE. 
Sellers, Wilfred L. 
Singley, Delbert 
Singley, Alvin 
Smith, Bernard 
Simitn, Greorge RR. 
Steakley, James 
Swan, Clifford 


Tammeus, Clifford 
Tangman, Horace, Jr. 
Theis, Bart 


Wagner, Donald 
Wagner, Fred 
Wagner, Vernon 
Watkins, Howard 
Watkins, John, Jr. 
Watkins, Robert 
Watkins, Wayne 
Wheat, George 
Wheat, Russell 
Wiemer, Robert 
Wiemer, Weldon 
Woll, Leland 
Woll, Stanley 
Woll, Wendell J. 
Woll, Henry C. 
Wood, James 
Wood, Wm. 


Yontz, Ivan 
Youle, Paul 


Zimmerman, Gerald 
W.A.A.C. 

Diers, Ruth 
Gruensfelder, Ruth 
Martin, Francis 


WAVES 


Eigenbrod, Hilma 
Pergande, Lorraine 


NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS 
San Jose Bulletin, Friday, November 1, 1889 


English M. E. Church, Rev. P. N. Minear, Pastor. Preach- 
ing service at 11:00 A. M. on each alternate Sunday, and at zi 30niey 
M. every Sunday. Sabbath Schoolis heldeach Sunday at 10:00 A. M., 
George Bechtel, Superintendent. Rev. Minear also preaches each 
alternate Sunday at Prairie Creek at 11:00 A. M. and 3:00 P. M. 
Sunday School at 10:00 A. M. 


GermanM. E. Church, Rev. J. H. R. Havinghorst, Pastor. 
Preaching service at 10:30 A. M. and 7:30 P. M. Sunday School at 
9:00 A. M., H. Magle, Superintendent. Prayer meeting each Tues- 
day evening at 7:30. Choir meeting Friday evening. Every Saturday 
at 1:30, the pastor teaches catechism and Bible history to the young 
people. 


Lodge No. 645 A. F. and A. M. meets first and third Thurs- 
day evenings of eachmonth at City Hall. Visiting brothers cordially 
invited to attend... Wm. Carrothers, W. M.; L. J. Dillon; Secretary 


CYCLONE HITS THIS NEIGHBORHOOD ON JULY 30, 1897 - taken 
from Mason County Record, August 6, 1897. 


The cyclone came from the north; a funnel-shaped cloud with 
a fearful velocity. It touched in the cornfield north and west in sev- 
eral places, but when it came to Mr. Rummel's farm, nearly three 
miles directly north of SanJose, it swooped down. At the north side 
of his orchard it left but a few parts of trées. It was in direct line 
for the house, but a few feet north it turned to the west, tearing 
through the trees, and lifting the barn, turned it around and set it 
down so that one corner just rested on a little of the foundation. In 
so doing a horse was so crippled that it had to be killed, and all the 
main timbers in the barn were broken, anda part of the roof torn off. 
Great limbs were torn off the trees quite close to the house, but the 
house and family escaped. Fromhere it rose, just touching the ground 
a little until it passed down to the H. C. McDowell farm. It struck 
here with full force. At the north end, great osage hedge bushes or 
trees were torn out by the roots. Here it commenced on the maple 
or walnut grove, consisting ofseveral rows of large trees, some two 
feet or more across. These were barked, twisted off, torn out by 
the roots. Atthe south ofthe orchard and grove were the farm build- 
ings, consisting of a good-sized house, a barn; also out buildings. 
Were it not forthecellar, noone, unless very intimately acquainted; 
could show where a building stood. The material composing these 
buildings, together with the contents, were scattered over acres of 
ground, mixed in with trees, brush and timber of all kinds. The 
greater part of the house was found lying 200 feet north of where it 
stood, A portion of the floor of one room was in one piece. Besides 
this hardly two pieces oftimber or two boards couldbe found together, 
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but were mixed up with the fallen timber and brush, and sheaf oats 
were taken up from the oatfield just southwest of where the barn had 
stood. Among this rubbish was found pieces of clothing, bedding, 
farm implements, wagons and buggies, dead chickens and birds. 
These were found in the most unlooked for places. 


In the house were Mr. and Mrs. McDowell, their son, Charlie, 
aged twenty-four, anddaughter, Mary, aged fifteen, and their grand- 
son, Henry, aged 11, (who was spending a few weeks with them - his 
home being Peoria). Withthemwas Mrs. Samuel Brownlee, a neigh- 
bor, with her five children, and Miss Jessie Groves of San Jose, who 
had gone out on Monday before to work for her. Seeing the storm 
coming they had left their house, just a few rods north and across 
the road, and gone overtothe McDowell's for safety. Mr. Brownlee 
had gone fishing, and from a distance saw the storm. In all, there 
were twelve in the house - of these five were found dead, and Mrs. 
Brownlee lived a fewmoments andtalked a little recognizing differ- 
ent ones; asked a few questions and then passed away. 


GOLDEN WEDDINGS 


Linbarger 1881 
N. Woll 1906 
Dillon 1913 
ayer 1921 
Durdle 
1930 

Bockwitz 1932 
Brian 1946 


MR. AND MRS. JOHN LINBARGER 


Mr. and Mrs. John Linbarger celebrated their Golden Wed- 
ding April 21, 1881 in San Jose, Illinois. A paper said it was the 
most wonderful gathering of its kind ever seen in the west: 


''At two o'clock the aged bride and groom drove up to 
the hotel to receive their guests. A very suitable 
Congratulatory program was tendered and shortly 

after, a supper was served in the Odd Fellows Hall". 


John Linbarger and Hannah Smalley were married April 21, 
1831. He was of German descent and she of English-Scotch. The 
life of Mr. and Mrs. Linbarger has beensmooth, happy, and unevent- 
ful, even though when they entered their new home in Prairie Creek 
Township, there were no buildings from Prairie Creek to Delavan, 
Illinois, and in Delavan, the first house was just being built. Great 
herds of wild antelope and deer bounded over the prairies and wild 
grain was abundant. His first crop of 3,000 bushels of wheat, Mr. 
Linbarger carted to Atlanta, seventeen miles away, making the first 
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track ever made across the prairie in that direction. He was the 
first Supervisor that Prairie Creek, Logan County, ever had and was 
re-elected for years. Their unbounded hospitality was the most pro- 
minent feature oftheir social life. They were a part of the true pio- 
neer band who converted the virgin prairie expanse around this area 
to its present productiveness and prosperity. 


MR. & MRS. NICHOLAS WOLL 


Mr.andMrs. Nicholas Woll celebrated their Golden Wedding 
on March4, 1906. Theywerehoststo a large assembly of relatives. 
A sumptuous repast was spread and a grand reunion of a large fam- 
ily was enjoyed. Amongthe handsomepresents they received was an 
Elegantly bound Bible with the words, ''Grandpa and Grandma" gilded 
on the cover. This was presented by the grandchildren. There were 
sixty-five relatives present, including twelve childrenand great grand 
children. Mr. Woll was 77 years old and Mrs. Woll was 68 at the 
time. Mr. Wollretiredon March 3, 1905, after37 years of business 
in San Jose. The storecontinues under the Woll name (1951). Dur- 
ing the day Mrs. Woll presented each of the grandchildren with a 
quilt. Four great grandchildrenwere baptized during the afternoon, 
with Rev. H. Zimmerman Officiating. 


ME v& MRS. J. DILLON 


Mr. and Mrs. L. J. Dillon celebrated their Golden Wedding 
on November 8, 1913. Fifty relatives were present. The children 
pleasantly surprisedtheir parents. Mr. and Mrs. Dillon were mar- 
ried in Mason City by Rev. J. M. Haughey. Rilla Probasco was the 
only person living who witnessed the wedding ceremony fifty years be- 
fore. 


MR. & MRS. FRED TYLER 


Mr. andMrs. Fred Tyler celebrated their sixty years of wed- 
ded life ori October 20, 1921, with a family dinner, although the real 
date of the wedding was October 14. All of the family except one son 
William, of Arkansas, were present for the day. 


MR. & MRS. JOHN DURDLE 


Mr. and Mrs. John Durdle celebrated their Golden Wedding 
on Sunday. Open house was held from two until five. Relatives and 
friends called to congratulate the happy couple and their children. 
Emma Ruth and John Durdle were married September 20, 1880. She, 
came from Green Valley, Illinois. Heis now 78 and she is 67. They 
have eleven living grandchildren. John Durdle came from Germany 
in 1873. He worked in New Jersey for two years and then came to 
Malone Township, Tazewell County, where he farmed until four years 
ago when he and his wife moved to Pekin. 
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MR. & MRS. GEORGE BOCKWITZ 


Mr. and Mrs. George Bockwitz, lifelong residents of San Jose, 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on March 22, 1932, with 
a family dinner in the dining room of the Salem Methodist Episcopal 
Church at noon. Openhouse was held from two to five in their home 
on West Linden Street. George and Elizabeth (Paas) Bockwitz had 
seven children: Mrs. Katherine Tyler, Mrs. Cora Riedinger, Mrs. 
Lulu Innis, (now deceased), Freeman Bockwitz, allof San Jose; Fred 
Bockwitz of Humboldt, Minnesota; Mrs. Viola Heidel, Vaughn, Miss - 
issippi; and Mrs. Laura Scott of Royal, Illinois. There are eleven 
grandchildren and two great grandchildren. The most of these were 
there to make merry with Mr. and Mrs. Bockwitz. 


MR. & MRS. WILLIAM BRIAN 


Mr. andMrs. William Brian celebrated their Golden Wedding 
in March 1946. The former Miss Fannie Parsons of San Jose was 
married to W. E. Brian on March 31, 1896. They had two children: 
Ray E. Brian of Peoria, and Mrs. Howard Davis of Pekin. Mr. 
Brian, a well known barber, is now deceased. 


Reminiscenses - Excerpts from diaries of Job Bratt 


Isiah Thomas passed away May 10, 1892. 
Johnathan Cory passed away February 1894. 
Ruth Langley passed away February 1894 
Mrs. Booth passed away February 1894 
Samuel Munger passed away August 19, 1896 
Samuel Eyrse passed away in 1896 

Susan Munger passed away in 1900 

Martin Ruple passed away March 13, 1904 
Silas Linbarger passed away July 4, 1904 
Cyrus Dillon passed away October 20, 1906 
Isaac Reed passed away November 25, 1906 
Robert Berriman passed away October 18, 1894 
E. J. Mell passed away March 31, 1907 
William Snodgrass passed away July 15, 1907 
Emily Kidder passed away November 28, 1907 
R. E. Johnson passed away March 1, 1908. 


Planted sweet potatoes and pumpkins. Fixed the three-shov- 
| eled plow. Went to Delavan, sent deed to Taylorville. Commenced 
planting corn. Plowmgforhungarian grass seed, cleaning up spring 
_wheat to go to Pekin. Henry mounted the year old mare, Mollie, for 
the first time. Went to Siegrist for a half bushel of clover seed, 
made two crutches. Took a walk to look at the wheat in the swamp. 
Wentto Delavan, receiveda letter from Henry Clay. Began harvest- 
ing wheat for Austin Fullerton. 
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Went to Pekin with wheat - returned with it. Went to Pekin 
with potatoes and grain to sell. Returned from Pekin with fifteen 
bushels of coal and three sacks of meal. Had horses shod on front 
feet. Went to Leoni's and to San Jose. Killed and dressed a dozen 
turkeys to take to Pekin. Startedto Pekin with seventeen bushels of 
corn and twelve turkeys - returned from Pekin with twenty-five bu- 
shels of coal. Hauled a load of woodfrom the swamp grove. Went 
Kinimans Mill had five bushels of wheat ground. Hauled one load of 
wood from the south swamp. Hauled wood-threshed oats - shelled 
half a bushel of seed corn. 


Paid William Fox for work $2.00 and for mending corn plant- 
er fifty cents. Coffee forty cents, tea ten cents, three school books 
ninety cents. Paid Mrs. Robinson fifteen cents for three dozeneggs. 
Daniel Totten, John Hill, George Harmon, James Browner, William 
P. Cook and John Tenniswood went to work at $17.00 per month. 
(1862) James Livingston lostnearly one day sick and August 20th one 
day atanniversary. (1862) Two skeins of stocking yarn twenty-five 
cents, twenty bushels coalsixty cents. To G. B. Ingersol for mow- 
ing three acres of grass $2.00. For ten yards drilling $1.50, one 
whetstone a dollar, ten pounds dried apples, ten pounds sugar $2.00, 
one newspaper five cents. Twenty-one pounds beef $1.05. ToJ. B. 
Davis for mending forktwenty-five cents. Bought from Leeper seven 
pair shoes $4.30 and one hat fifty cents, total $4.80. For five pounds 
nails twenty-five cents. Ten slate pencils five cents, three copy 
books twenty-five cents, total thirty cents. 


Went to San Jose to a school meeting. Went to San Jose and 
drew up a petition for a school district. Sent load of wheat to Pekin 
by J. Yontz. Making gates. Wentto Peoria withspring wheat, while 
in Peoria busy buying goods. Putthe washtubtogether and boxed it. 
Went to Allen's Grove had boots half-soled. I returned from Peoria 
with a sewing machine. Commenced making bed-steads. Went to 
San Jose on school business. Working on bed-steads. Paid S. S. 
Bowman for blacksmithing $2.75, three yards gingham fifty cents. 


MEMORANDUM FROM FRED W. JACOBS 


William Duffy bought land October 4, 1867, recorded October 
23, 1867. Bentley Buxton bought land February 3, 1868, recorded 
March 3, 1868. Charles Wandel boughtland February 26, 1868, re- 
corded March 4, 1868. John Cory bought land October 15, 1873. 
Jot Drake bought land March24, 1869. Bentley Buxton surveyed Hicks 
Addition to San Jose, Illinois, May 7, 1868, according to plot. 


Did you know that Main Street used to be the one east of the 
park, ‘and it was the 1901 fire that moved Main Street to its present 
location? That Miss Emma B. Leader had a milliner shop above the 
Reidinger Department Store which burned in this fire? 


That the first street lights were kerosene, the second gas, 


and finally in 1915, Frank Hullinger started an electric light plant? 
He supplied all of Delavan with electricity. 
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That the first corn shellers left the cobs whole and that peo- 
ple complained when cobs were broken? It took considerable persua- 
sion on the part of John Fryer to convince Gummel Smith and Frank 
Stevens to buy a sheller which broke cobs. 


That Fred Tyler (grandfather of John Tyler) had a huge ice 
house just west of whatis now the O. D. Kelly poultry establishment? 
He put up ice on Prairie Creek, hauled it to San Jose, and stored it 
in sawdust and straw. In the summer he delivered ice to the house- 
wives before the days of ice plants. 


That many families had huge orchards and put away barrels 
of apples for winter? 


That before 1900, San Jose hada flour mill just east of the 
property owned by Warda Hale? It was built by a Mr. Weber from 
Missouri who brought in colored labor to help build it. He ran the 
mill for a time, thensoldittothe Petro brothers. They in turn sold 
it to Brian and Gumble. Brian sold out to Gumble and before 1914, 
Gumble dismantledthe mill. Weber remained in town as a carpenter 
and built a number of houses. 


Do you recall that we had a millinery shop and photo gallery 
run by Clara and Cora Brian? When the German Conference met in 
Salem Church, ministers had their pictures taken at this photo gal- 
lery. The millinery shop was sold to Katherine Barkmeir (Brady) 
and Emma Koeneke (Gruensfelder). 


Do you recall when EdBochnings would gather up the cows of 
San Jose, water them atthe town watering tank, and herd them along 
the road? Towardevening, he would gather them up, re-water, and 
deliver them to the respective homes. 


Do you recall when Joseph Patterson delivered milk around 
town in a covered milk bucket with a spout like a sprinkling can? 


Do you recallwhen John D. Smith (Roscoe's brother) was the 
'ol' lamplighter'' - traveling in a spring wagon? 


Do you recall when threshing crews battled to sit at the first 
table? Whenthe machine mencame for breakfast, stayed for supper 


and all night? 


Do you recall when the first Women's Club members drove to 
town in the Cozy Cabs? 
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50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY OF MR. & MRS. EDWIN SMITH AT 
SALEM CHURCH ~ OCTOBER 1947 


Front row left to right = Mrs. Emma Froebe, Mrs. Geo. Smith, Geo. 
Smith, Edwin Smith, Mrs. Edwin Smith, Mrs. Lydia Brust, Fred 
Smith, Errol Probasco. 


énd row - Fred Zimmerman, Mrs. Agnes VanBeuning, Mrs. Matil- 
da Bockwitz, Mrs. Clarence Smith, Miss Ellen Kaleb, Mrs. Mil- 
ton Froebe, Mrs. Ross Fleming, Mrs. Gerald Zimmerman, Miss 
Emily Henzel, Mrs. Fred Zimmerman, Mrs. James Perelli, Mrs. 
Paul Smith, Mrs. Racille Probasco. 


3rd row - Louis Gruensfelder, Esther Froebe, Mrs. Louis Gruens- 
felder, Paul Perelli, Jr., Calvin Zimmerman, Paul Smith, Lucy 
Adolph, Alma Adolph. 


4th row - Will Worth, Mrs. Martin Worth, Martin Worth, Clarence 


Smith, Nancy Smith, Rev. Ross Fleming, Milton Froebe, Gerald 
Zimmerman, Racille Probasco. 
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REMINISCENCES OF EARLY SAN JOSE 
DO YOU RECALL? 


Do you recall that Hicks, the builder of the first hotel, losta 
lot of money through buying of rat skins? 


ThatC.B.VanHorn, the miller, boughtcorn husks for a mat- 
tress factory? 


The Drug Store operated by Dr. Fainand Dr. Knapp? And the 
clerk, Theodore Fain? 


That Mrs. Powell operated a millinery store on east side in 
Logan County ? 


That Mrs. York kept a boarding: house, followed by Mrs. 
Booth? 


That Tom Little bought grain? 


Thata Mr. Barker, of Chicago, spent a couple of years in San 
Jose for his health? Barkerand Buck were grain buyers. They had 
colored glass in the windows for Mr. Barker's health. 


That Jack Paementier made a living fora large family by shell- 
ing corn with four shellers, a four horse unmounted power machine? 


That many people used fence rails for corn cribs? 


That house forsection men was provided by the railroad and 
stood north of the depot, and that Tom Kennedy - a boss and married 
helper - lived in this house and boarded the men? The wages were 
$1.10 per day and that most of the help was Irish? 


The early businesses? Stewart Hight, furniture; A. N. Chest- 
nut, general store; Neumanand Knapp, general store; Nicholas Woll, 
shoemaker; Dr Whistler veterinarian; Doc and Dan Dillon's livery and 
feed stable; Ed Rue, barber; Dave Smith builtthe building and had a 
saloonnear the public well, which was on Main Street; Uncle Doc Ty- 
ler was practicing; Ragin hauled and sold cobs, using a team of Jacks. 


That Nick Huffman lived near the schoolhouse in a small red 
shack? 


That most people cameto church in wagons? Some had spring- 
wagons, with two and three seats and a special harness used only on 
Sundays, or special occasions. 


That A. R. Chestnut, John McDowell and Len Reed were the 
first to have top buggies? 


In 1868, Mr. J. W. Daugherty recalls John McDowell coming 
to the schoolhouse for his first teacher 4 which was Mr. Daugherty. 


That Chestnut had a matched cream colored team? 


That Nate Nieukirk farmed north of town and had a track and 
race horses with negro caretakers. 


That there was alarge tract of swamp land three miles north 
of town and a covered bridge on the road to Lincoln. 


Tom Edds, John Linbarger, Ike Cunningham? They were far- 
mers east of town in the early days. 


That Allen's Grove covered nearly asection of land? Mr. 
Daugherty attended a picnic there during the eclipse of the sun in 
1867 or 1868. 


And from an oldcook book there is this medicinal instruction 
as to how the flow of blood may be stopped: ''bind the cut with cob- 
webs and brown sugar, pressed on like lint, or with a fine dust of 
teon 


And from another old book, here's anote on fashion: "ladies - 
that is, real ladies - must wear flat-soled shoes and boots, a la Cin- 
derella. Ifshedesires, therecanbe a way of showmg her feet - that 
is by making her skirt a bit shorter in the front". 


That Tom Edds owned many acres of land east of town? He 
was one of the first land settlers. His house stood just across the 
road from whatis now the Fred Zimmerman home. Henry Rapp next 
owned this property, fatherofMrs. Fred (Clara Rapp) Zimmerman. 


That high school commencement exercises were once a mom- 
entous affair in the San Jose village? Tickets had to be purchased, 
and the line for them began to form at 4 a.m. inthe morning. Exer- 
cises were held in the Opera House. 


MR. WALTER PHILLIP REMINISCES 
Mr. Walter Phillip Reminisces 


There were four grocery store$: Nicholas Woll and Company, 
Adam Reidinger Store, George Wahl and Wihlms; Doc Dillon and 
George Ruple had a grocery store in an old building where the Arm- 
strong Market is now. John Morrison owned and operated a tin shop 
and hardware store where Lydia Benninger has her Cream Station. 
On a corner to the westwas a printing office and later a barber shop 
building now housing the Elite Dress Shop. Mr. Magel had a shoe 
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store and repair shop where Ralph Davis now has an electrical ap- 
pliance shop. In the same building above, Doc Manuel had a haber- 
dashery. On the corner where the Post Office is located, Dr. Will 
Tyler hadhis office. A butcher shopwas run by Louis Nieukirk where 
the George Wiemer business isnow. Goerge Paas had a harness shop 
where Ruby's Cafe now does a business. A lumber yard owned by 
Kingman Company was atthe place where the lumber yard is now, and 
later a flour mill run by Van Horn occupied the lot near the railroad 
just east of where Warda Hale now lives. Petrau Brothers and a Web- 
er from Missouri built the Henry Joestings home and ran the mill; 
Mr. Fred Brian followed, later Mr. Gumbel. 


When the fire broke out at the John Fryer elevator, the elev- 
ator and the Riedinger Store burned to the ground. August Pergande's 
house and Rev. Schlinger's house, which were located in that block, 
also burned. The fire engine hose and equipment burned. The block 
burned at that time has now become our San Jose Park. Since then, 
the building now housing Weber's Lumber Office and store was built 
by James Leavitt. 


The bank building and grade school were built in 1892. Sam- 
uel Biggs was President of the bank and Cyrus Linbarger was Cash- 
eX 


The Linbarger Hotel and all of the W. G. Kelly buildings, 
including Ruby's Cafe, have been erected since Mr. Phillipp came 
here. There was once a drug store owned and operated by Ed Lin- 
barger where Mr. Hanson has his dairy products office. 


At one time San Jose had two doctors, Tyler and Milligan. 
There were twelve daily trains and two newspapers. There were 
also the following places of business: San Jose Bank, Central Hotel, 
George Fink and Co., merchant, the San Jose Hotel with rates at 
$1.25 per day roomandboard, W. L. Shankland Implement dealer, 
W.S. Paas, Harness Maker and Undertaker, W. Wurtzbaugh Res- 
taurant, Henry Magel, BootandShoes, E. L. Manuel Clothing, Mor- 
rison and Thomas Hardware, Fryerand Smith Grain and Coal, A. H. 
Pergande, Blacksmith. Lafe Swing had a grocery store in Harness 
for a number of years. 


In a letter Lizzie Biggs wrote to Sam Graham, she lists the 
following men leaving to fight in the Civil War: William Duffy, John 
Davis, Joe Hight, William Little, Ed Kidder, and R. Summers. 


In a letter. dated December 1862 written by Lizzie Biggs to 
Sam Graham, she says, 'Agnes has to be teamster now. She is fix- 
ing to go to Delavan in the morning with the mail for we have got no 
regular mail carrier. The women have that to do every week. We 
would be awful lonesome if we did not get letters. News came yes- 
terday of another great battle at Richmond, Kentucky." 


71 


In aletter dated February 1862 written by Mary J. Brown to 
Samuel Graham, she says, ''Sam Biggs has moved up into Mr. Hicks' 
house and keeps the mail there yet.'' (note: Mr. Hicks' house was 
located where the telephone office is now.) 


Notes by T. E. Magel 


My recollections dated back to about 1890, when I was seven 
yearsold. Myteachers were Birdie Dillon, first grade, fall of 1890, 
Mary Smith, second grade, Kate Smith, third grade, Hattie Patter- 
son, four and fifth grades, Lida Milby, seventh and eighth grades, 
Mary H. Glasheen, eighth and ninth grades, and J. S. Baker, tenth 
grade. I graduated in the spring of 1900. Virgie Walsh and Matie 
Whitsell taught my younger brothers and sisters. Matthew Bollan 
(still living in Havana, Illinois) anda Mr. Ballinger were principals 
as well as Miss Glasheen. Vernon Glaser has an old picture taken 
in the winter of 1890 at the schoolhouse across the track. 


Ed Linbargerhadthe first, and for a long time the only, tel- 
ephone in town in hisdrug store. The company was the Central Un- 
ion Telephone Company. The line came from the east along the Hy- 
enga farm, and cut west along the Biggs farm, and north along the 
Bockwitz farm. The drug store was the first store east of the pre- 
sent bank building. He had a livery stable in the rear, and kept his 
horses in the lot where the bank now stands. The bank and school- 
house were built in 1893. 


John Morrison and Reuben Fleming had a shop right across 
the street south from the drug store; then west one door was Cyrus 
Hopewell's barber shop, and onthe corner Henry Magel had his shoe 
store. In the rear south was the Post Office (Albert McAllister, 
P.M.) Reuben Fleming was postmaster later. South of the Post 
Office, Mrs. Booth kept a boarding house. Across the street to the 
west, where the Benninger Cream Station is now, Edwin Linbarger 
had his hotel. The N. Woll store was at its present location, and I 
can still hear his galvanized iron boot sign creaking in the lazy sum- 
mer breeze while I sat onmy father'sdoorstep. Mr. Woll had a dog 
''Fido'' who understood only German. To the north was the Leoni 
Sisters Hat Shop, and one door north ofthat the San Jose Record news- 
paper had its office. Thisnewspaper was started by C. M. Haughey 
about 1893. At the alley was Dr. Holmes' office. His home was 
where Will Benningernow lives. Across the alley was the town well. 
In the mornings, a number of pails hung on the picket fence here, 
and at noon each householder carried home a pail of well water. An- 
drew Jacobs had a driven well. Adam Riedinger had an open well in 
his yard. The schoolhouse, across the track, used an open well, 


which was located across the street north from the schoolyard at the 
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alley and out in the streetalongthe sidewalk. Where Ruby's Cafe is 
now, F. W. Paas had a harness shop and an undertaking establish- 
ment (there were no embalmers). Recently, whenI was in San Jose, 
Inoted the cast iron entrance floor with F. W. Paas cast in the same. 
To the north, the corner was vacant, but there was a tenant house 
there facingnorth, andeast of the right-of-way was the section fore- 
man'shouse. Mr. Cannady and family lived there. Then on north on 
the hill, where George Becker used to live, was the Hight grocery 
store. Across the street Andrew Jacobs had his blacksmith shop and 
across the street east from him he had another building. Then back 
into town, Isaiah Thomas had his elevator and coal office, where the 
seed house is now, later John Fryer and Gommel Smith held forth. 
Across the street from their office was Adam Riedinger's grocery 
anddry goods store. Jacob Glaser clerked for him. Then there was 
the August Pergande blacksmith shop where it is now. The elevator 
was also there, owned by Robert Jacobs and Gommel Brauer. All of 
this was in 1890. 


The C & A Railroad agent was A. W. Hand, who taught me 
telegraphy in exchange for taking care of the lamps and work around 
the station. Hewas followed by C. A. Huddleston, O. S. Moslander 
(who got me a job on the road), C. W. Clendenen and George W. 
Schulte. Thomas Lee was at the P & Ndepot. The P & N was put 
through in 1898 and 1899. There was another road started just before 
that (the Wing Road), which went along Jonathan Drake's farm to the 
east. Itwasabandoned. They graded about a mile or so of right-of- 
way and made a great ''to-do'' for a while. 


Many families kept a cow. We also had one and carried milk 
to our customers for a number of years at five cents a quart and two 
and a half centsa pint. In summer an entering boy, or two in part- 
nership, picked up the cows in the morning, herded them along the 
country roads until evening, and delivered them back to their stalls 
in time for evening milking. They earned fifty cents per month. Mr. 
Van Boehning, fatherofconductor Ed Van Boehning, had the herd for 
a number of years. 


Boys went barefooted from about May 15 to September 15. We 
knew that wood sidewalks were hotter than deep dust or steel rails. 
In fact, wood sidewalks became so hot that even we kids could not 
stand them, but cinders, gravel, brush and scrap iron bothered us 
not at all. Oh, to get into creaking shoes on Sundays was terrible! 
We rolled hoops, played Blackman, Dare Base, Andy-Over, Jum- 
fer-down, Mumble peg, Crack-the-whip, drop-the-handkerchief, 
jump the rope, etc.. We had home-made sleds, no skating, no base- 
ball, no football, and no swimming. Fall and summer was Fair and 
circus time. Whoever went was looked upto because of the wondrous 
tales he could tell. The boys putonacircus at the schoolyard. Wal- 
ter Houchin and Lee Nieukirkcould walk ontheir hands - feet up in the 
air. I have never seen a child do it before or since, other than a 
professional. 
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Rev. C. M. Haughey started the San Jose Record, which was 
the first venture. The Petrau Brothers ran it for a while (they also 
built and operated a flour mill along the right-of-way behind where 
Will Woll lives). Clark Nieukirk also was editor for a number of 
years. The Petrau also built a couple of houses near the mill. I 
believe one is where Will Woll now lives, and the other is beside it. 


My father and mother came to San Jose in 1882. My father 
came to this country from Germany in 1872 and lived with a brother 
in Virginia, Illinois, for about ten years. My mother was born in 
Switzerland. They were married in 1880. My sister, Olive, was 
born in Virginia, and the rest of us four children were born in San 
Jose. We lived in San Jose, or some members of the family did, 
until 1924. My father was a shoemaker. 


Reminiscences by Mrs. J. H. Cunningham 


The winter of 1935 and 36 was considered one of the coldest 
in years. Most of the farm homes at that time were not as warmly 
constructed as they are today. We thought that storm windows and 
insulation were only for the farnorthwest. They weren't even heard 
of by most farmers. Therefore, when the icy blasts came, folks 
found it hardto heat their homes and keep fairly comfortable. Unused 
rooms were closed and only the necessary ones were heated. 


The worst ofthe winter came in January and February of 1936. 
An old diary states that the.average temperature from January 19 to 
February 22 was 2 1/2 deg. above zero. For 26 days, it was zero 
or below at 7:00 A. M. There were only seven inches of snow during 
that time, but because of the cold and high winds, it whipped up into 
drifts, blocking the roads almostas soonas they were Opened. There 
was a thaw and with it rain and sleet in February, and that made the 
roads icy and hazardous. Many country schools had to close and 
sometimes the town schools. 


On the morning of January 20, it was 10 deg. below zero. 
Snow was on the ground and the early morning was fairly calm. Al 
Sellers, a truck driver for Phil Engelhorn, went to the Edwin Smith 
home, five and a half miles south of San Jose, to haul a load of hogs 
tothe Peoriamarket. RobertSmith, ason of Edwin Smith, decided to 
ride to school on the truck. Onthe way, they passed the John Heitz- 
man farm and Carol Heitzmanwanted to go with them. In the mean- 
time, a raging blizzard struck. It was the worst one in years, whip- 
ping the snow into drifts and blockingthe roads. Thetruck was stalled 
by a drift, about a mile south of SanJose. The boys decided to walk 
and when they came to the William Nesler home, found that no one 
was home, sowere forced to continue on their way to town. The bit- 
ter cold began to get the best of them and they tried to run, but soon 
were almostexhausted. However, they did manage to reach the Wal- 
ter Mangold home on the south edge of town. He immediately took 
them to Dr. Milligan, who gave them first aid. They were then re- 
moved to the home of Mr. & Mrs. Eddie Myers and later to Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Woll's where they remained for several days. 
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Mr.Sellers was warmly dressed and elected to take his time 
and conserve his strength for the fight. Mr. Engelhorn met the boys 
as they neared the Mangold home and was told of Sellers' plight. He 
and some helpers soon found Mr. Sellers, who was also nearly ex- 
hausted, and returned him to town. They went back for the truck- 
load of hogs. The blizzard, like a hurricane, had played an odd 
trick. Wind currents created by the truck had cleared the drift and 
they were able to take the truck and deliver the hogs to the stock- 
yards without any loss. 


Even tragedy has its amusing incidents. Carol Heitzman, 
fearing he was aboutto meet an untimely end in the swirling blizzard, 
decided he would like to have one more piece of pie. Knowing there 
was a piece in his lunch box, he stopped long enough in his struggle 
with the wind and snowtoeat the pie and discard the rest of the lunch. 


Both boys were members of the basketball squad and were 
able to take part in the game against Green Valley the followmg Sat- 
urday night. 


While this incident was happening south of town, John Harness 
Cunningham tookhis sister, Mildred, to Cream Ridge School, where 
she taught, andthen drove on to Ralph Henninger's to do the chores. 
Their son, Robert, hadscarlet feverand the family was quarantined. 
At that time, they were milking fourteen cows and had several hun- 
dred chickens. The creamand eggs could not be sold if any member 
of the family handled them, so John was elected to be chore boy. 
While at Henninger's, the blizzard struck, so he stopped at school 
to bring Mildred back home with him. Dean Becker, a little first 
grader, was the only child atschool, so they brought him to his home. 
They found the lane leading to the Becker home blocked with snow. 
John proceeded to carry the child as it was too bad for him to walk. 
They crawled under the pasture fence and when Dean was put under 
first, he was frightened and started to run away. However, John 
managed to grab him and he struggled up the long lane with the child 
inhisarms. Bythetimehe got to the house he was almost exhausted 
and hadtorestinthe shelter of a large tree trunk before he could de- 
liver the child to his mother. The old Ford and Mildred were wel- 
come sights to John after that ordeal against the blizzard. Need- 
less to say, there was no school at Cream Ridge for a week. 


RACE TRACKS NEAR SAN JOSE 


Mr. Mose Leavitt, great-uncle of Mose and Walter Leavitt 
of San Jose, lived on what is now the August Arnold farm sometime 
during the 1870s. He was aloverof fine horses and had a number of 
his own, always driving the very best. 


He built a race track on his farm. It was around a hill, and 
the people who came to see the races sat on the peak of the hill, in 
that way viewing the races from all directions. His horsemanship 
was really something to talk about. In those days the bridges had no 
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railings. He made a bet that he could drive his team, hitched to a 
buggy, over the bridge with just half of the tire on and half off the 
bridge, and won the bet. 


Some seventy years ago there was also another race track on 
the Nathan Nieukirk farm, now owned by William Durdle, just north 
of San Jose. One of the mainattractions there was colored help em- 


ployed by the owner. 


76 


JOHN PHILLIP ADOLPH 


John Phillip Adolph was born 9/22/1861. He married Belta 
Margaretta Buss who was born 6/2/1861 at the home of her parents. 
They were married 3/15/1888. He was the son of Michael Adolph 
and Agnes (Gruensfelder) Adolph. They came across the "pond" in 
our early days. J. P. Adolph lived on a farm five miles east of San _ 
Jose until they came to San Jose in November of 1909 to the home at 
the corner of Linden and Fourth Streets. 


They have three daughters: all were born in this country, 
Agnes H., Alma L., and Lucy M. E. These have lived all their 
lives in our midst. While in town, Mr. Adolph had a meat market, 
worked in the lumber yard, and later purchased the Andrew Feulner 
Hardware Store. He passedaway in 1933 at the age of 73, the mother 
in 1943 at the age of 83. 


Lucy assisted her father inhis various vocations. She began 
her Elite Dress Shopin 1938. Alma worked in Chicagoat Internation- 
al Harvester for eight years. She is a natural musician and gradu- 
ated from the Bloomington Schoolof Music andis now teaching music. 
She gives much of her talent in the interest of Salem M. E. Church. 
At the present she is a bookkeeperat the San Jose Tri-County Bank. 
Agnesisamusician. She graduated from Central Wesleyan Collegeof 
Music in Warrenton, Missouri, has taught, and ever been interested 
in music. Shehas giventalent in the interest of promoting the music 
ofthe First M. E. Church. On July22, 1916 she married Mr. William 
Hullinger who has always been interested in every phase of school 
work. They have lived their lives doing what they could to promote 
the best interests of San Jose. 


ABRAM ALLEN 


Abram Allen, son of James Allen, now lives in Chicago vic- 


inity. He is employed in Williams Automatic Company and has done 
well. 


Mr. Allen was born in Tennessee in 1848 and came to Menard 
County when he was seven years old. He had lost both parents and 
lived with an uncle named Steth. He had three brothers and two sis- 
ters, all of whom came to this vicinity. Since that time, they have 
scattered through the West, except Logan Allen who lived and died 
in Menard County. 


In 1874, Mr. Allen married Susan R. Yardley in Petersburg, 
Illinois. She was born and reared in Crane Creek Township. In 
1888, they moved to Mason City, Illinois. Then in 1890, they came 
to this vicinity. There were three daughters, Ida May, Flossie, and 
Myrtle. There was one son, James. 


Ida May is now Mrs. Isaac Reed. They live ontheir farm two 
and one half miles west of San Jose. 
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Flossie R. Allen married Norman Siegrist about 1901. She 
passed away about 1904. 


Myrtle Allen married Adolph Englehorn. She died of '"'flu' in 
1918. 


James Allen married Nancy Bardwell on March 12, 1904 and 
have lived in Bloomington. He was firing on the C & A until retire- 
ment came to him at the age of sixty-seven. He had a son and an 
adopted daughter. Mr. James Allen died in 1947. 


CHRIS APER 


Mr. and Mrs. Chris Aper live on the Swietzer place. Mr. 
Aper isfromHartsburg. Mrs. Aper isthe former Louise Marquart, 
a stepdaughter of Charlie Swietzer. They have one son, Charles. 


The Swietzers retired from farming and moved to Green Valley. 


WILLIAM ARNOLD 


Mr. William Arnold, born in 1888, married Lena Hilgendorf, 
who was born in 1891. They live three miles south of San Jose. They 
have six children. 


Lucille, now 38, married Louis Mammen, four years older. 
They live in Delavanand have four children, Donald, who is 14, Will- 
iam, who is 12, David, who is 6, and Janet, who is 17. 


Leslie Arnold is 36. He married Lela Bailey who is about 
28. They live onthe Garlish farm two miles west and two miles south 
of San Jose. They have two sons. 


Richard Arnold is 31 and married Margaret (Hobbs) Cross, 
who has a little daughter, Sheila Cross. 


Donald Arnold was born in 1922 and married Elizabeth Lolling, 
who was born in 1929. Theyare parents of two sons, Dennis Donald, 
16 months, and Douglas Dean, six weeks. 


Lois Arnold graduated from San Jose High School in 1951. 


Glen Arnold is attending classes at the High School at the 
present time. 
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DANIEL H. AUXIER 


Mr. Daniel H. Auxier was born 8/9/1881. He married, in 
1907, Maude Pollock of Mason City. She was born in 1887. Their 
children are Edith, Ila, Veta, Evelyn, Victor, and Beryl. Edith 
Married Jesse Hiltz in Pekin. Ila married Marvin Landis from 
Mason City. Veta married Frank Bree of Mt. Pulaski. Evelyn 
married EverettSwanofSan Jose. Victorisat home, and he married 
D. Swan. Beryl married Robert Irvin of Aurora, Illinois. 
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GEORGE BAKER, SR. 


George Baker, Sr. married Nora Betzelberger. They have 
two sons, Gilford and George, Jr. Gilford married Alice Anderson 
and they have a son. George married Rachel Fort, and they have a 
son, James. 


J.S. BAKER 


Jason S. Baker was born in Woodview, Ohio, On August 8, 
1865. At the age of eighteen he taught his first school in Woodview, 
Ohio for several years in the winter term and then attended summer 
school. He graduated in Ada, Ohio in 1809. He came to Illinois in 
1890 and taught in Mason County. The last sixteen years he taught 
in the San Jose schools. He passed the Pharmacy Board in July, 1905 
after which time he conducted the drugstore he purchased from Ed 
Linbarger until death relieved him on November 5, 1936. He was ever 
interested in the best interests of San Jose. For several years he 
was Trustee of the Village Board, and served on the Board of Edu- 
cation. While conducting the drugstore in 1935, one of his dreams 
was realized. He attended the dedication of the gymnasium. His 
church interests were before all others in his mind. He served as 
Superintendent of the Sunday School for First M. E. Church. Mrs. 
J. S. Baker was Nora Isenberg of Manito. They had one son and one 
daughter. Lyle Baker owns and operates a drugstore in Havana, 
Illinois. He married his first wife March, 1921, Miss Helen Arm- 
strong. They had one son. The mother and son passed away the 
same year, August, 1932. Hethen married Isabelle McCabe in 1936. 
Irma Baker was born December, 1897. She married Mr. Barnard. 
They had one daughter, Suzanne. She married William Vetter and 
now lives in Creve Coeur. 


HIRAM BARKMEIER 


Hiram Barkmeier, the second son of Harm Barkmeier and 
Fullis Eimen, was born on October 15, 1833 in the State of Hanover, 
Germany. He immigrated to America in 1854 to Pekin, Illinois. He 
was united inmarriage on January 14, 1864 at Pekin, Illinois to Cath - 
erine Hellman who was born on January 17, 1843 in Mendorf, State 
ofHanover, Germany. Shewas the oldest daughter of Gerdt Hellman 
and Amke Saathoff. She immigrated to America in 1855 to the city of 
Pekin, Illinois. His children by said marriage are as follows:- 


Fullie Tolina ----- married to Henry L. Buss, March 8, 1894 

George Herman ---married to Mary Gillette, November 5, 1908 

Herman George ---married to Eva Adolph, October 27, 1904 

Hiram John ----- — married to Lena Runyon, May 20, 1902 

Anna Margaret --— Deceased March 17, 1912 

Edward Lambert --- Deceased March 29, 1904 

Kathryn ---------- Married to Samuel E. Brady, February 20, 1918 

Fullie Etta ------- married to C. E. Nieukirk, October 8, 1902 and 
to H. W. Behrens, November 11251934. 
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Hiram Barkmeier served in the Civil War, and he enlisted 
from Tazewell County, Pekin, Illinois on July 25, 1861. He was mus- 
tard into the U. S. Service at Cairo, Illinois on the same day asa 
Private, Co. I, 8th Regiment, Illinois Infantry, Colonel Richard L. 
Oglesby Commanding. Hewas promoted to Corporal, thence to Ser- 
geant and to lst Sergeant, and commissioned 2nd Lieutenant of his 
company May 1, 1866, buthe was never mustered in as such. He was 
honorably discharged at Baton Rogue, Louisiana on the fourth day of 
May, 1866 by reason of service no longer required. He returned to 
Pekin and followed the occupation of farmer in Mason County until 
the year 1902 when he retired and moved to San Jose. He died on 
November 26, 1916. Hewasa member of Delavan Post No. 155 De- 
partment of Illinois Grand Army of the Republic. His brother, Henry 
Barkmeier, served in an [Illinois Regiment during the Civil War. 


MARTIN BARTMAN 


Martin Bartman, his wife, Opal, and two daughters, Gay Lee 
and Charlotte Miller, live on their farm three miles south and one 
quarter mile east of San Jose. Martin was born in Oak Park, Ill. 
His parents Max and Charlotte Junkins died when he was about seven 
years old, and he was adopted by the late Minert Bartman and wife. 
They lived on the farm where Martin and family now reside. 


Mrs. Bartman, formerly Opal I. Miller, from Pawnee Rock, 
Kan., cametolIllinois in 1913. She and her sister had a school store 
in Pekin several years before her marriage to Mr. Bartman in 1937. 
Mr. Bartman livedin Peoria several years, employed by Cohen Fur- 
niture Co. andthe Caterpillar Tractor Co. They moved to the farm 
in 1945. 


Mrs. Bartman's grandfather was a cousin of the late Mrs. 
Philip Adolph. They came over from Germany onthe same boat. He 
owned the farm ‘which now belongs to Mrs. Peter Adolph, one mile 
south of San Jose. Mrs. Bartman's mother, Rena Uden, was born 
near Delavan but moved to Kansas with her folks when she wss young. 
She was a cousin of Mrs. John Heitzman, Mrs. John Hallman, Miss 
Tena Kramer, William and Henry Kramer of Emden. (Submitted by 
Bartmans). 


HERMAN BAST (Contributed) 


Katherine (Magel) Bast came fromGermany in 1880. She was 
the mother of Herman. Herman and Mary Elizabeth (Gebhart) Bast 
lived on the John Diers farm. Their children were -- Frank, mar- 
riedEsther Huston, and their children Francis and Edwin in Chicago 
and Allen in Virginia high school. They live ona farm. -- George 
married Stella Houston, and they have one son, Duane, who lives in 
Beardstown. Lelia is in Arizona, and the mother, Mrs. Herman 
Bast lives with her. 
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GEORGE BAUMGARDNER 


George Baumgardner is the son of Dave and Mollie Willock 
Baumgardner of Kentucky. He married Amy Goodin, the daughter of 
John and Elizabeth Homes Goodin and their children are -- Edna, 
- Marie, born1912, married David Morris, and they have an adopted 
son - Raymond, born 1913, married Esther Pergande, and they have 
three children - Carl, born 1916, married Mary Snider - Martha, 
born 1922, married JohnSmith - Wilma, born 1925, married Tom De 
Weese and they have three children - Shirley, born 1927, married 
James Steakley and they have a son - and George Edward, born 1928, 
married Darla Himes, and they have one son - Betty in high school. 
Mr. George Baumgardner is a carpenter. 


NATHANIEL GREEN BEEKMAN 


Mr. Beekman is the son of W. G. Beekman, born 1828, and 
Margaret Nace Beekman. There were five sons and five daughters 
who all lived in Ohio, but only one sister, Mrs. Rayburn, is still 
living. Mr. N. G. Beekman has been married twice. He married 
Mary Slagel in 1884, and they had two sons and one daughter. They 
were William S., born 1886; Earl D., born 1887, married and has 
three children; and Helen Marie, married, has two sons, Buddy and 
T. D., and they live in Springfield. 


Mr. Beekman's second wife was Mary Leslie, and they had a 
daughter, Flossie, born1908, who became Mrs. Harry Parsons. They 
live in San Jose and have two daughters, Sue and Jean. Sue married 
John Squires of Mason City on April27, 1946, and they have a daughter 
Judith Linn Squires born February 3, 1947. Jean is Mrs. O'Brian, 
living in Delavan and they have two children. 


JOHN BENNINGER 


John Benninger was born in Baden, Germany, March 1, 1824. 
He came to America in 1852 and settled in Ohio, where he remained 
six years, latermaking San Jose his home until his death March 20, 
1902. He was united in marriage with Mary (Crites) Lough in 1859, 
and to this union four children were born -- John C. born Oct. 23, 
1860, married Mary Abbie Wilson December 28, 1882 and he died 
July 19, 1935 -- Jefferson D., born Feb. 4, 1863, married Jan. 24, 
1929 to Grace Williamson of New Hope, Ken., died August 13, 1929 
-- Barbara Elizabeth, born January 3, 1865, married to James Gib- 
son, died January ll, 1944 -- and MaryK. Benninger, born December 
14, 1866, died August 28, 1879. 


Mary (Crites) Benninger was born in Virginia Sept. 16, 1827. 
In 1845 she was married to Conrad C. Lough, and they had three 
children - Daniel, Noahand Mahalie, who became Mrs. John Winkle. 
Mr. Lough passed away in 1855, and two years later she came to II1- 
inois, andinthe year 1859 was married to John Benninger. After her 
husband's death in 1902, she lived with her daughter, Mrs. James 
Gibson until her death Aug. 6, 1919, at the age of 9l years. 
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Hannah Margaret Leavitt was born Sept. 5, 1845, a daughter 
of Jeremiah and Abigail (Murray) Leavitt, Henry Co. Ind., and died 
in San Jose Nov. 3, 1922. In Sept. 1849 the family came to Illinois, 
settled at Irish Grove, Menard Co. before coming to Logan County, 
where her father engaged in farming and stock raising. She was un- 
ited in marriage to William W. Wilson (born 10-7-1837, died 11-18-1886) 
Six children were born to this union -- Jerry, born Jan. 4, 1863, 
married Addie Patton Jan. 12, 1888, died Apr. 6, 1904 -- Mary Abbie, 
born May 27, 1866, married to John C. Benninger Dec. 28, 1882, 
married to John C. Benninger Dec. 28, 1882, died Sept. 3, 1926 -- 
James David, born Apr. 25, 1869, died Nov. 5, 1873 -- Lillie Mar- 
garet, born July 5, 1871, married Andrew Griffin, died Apr. 8, 1948 
-- William W. born July 18, 1876, married Myrtle Shay 1898, died 
July 15, 1936 -- and Lorenzo D. born Apr. 4, 1880, died Apr. 23, 
191. 


Mary Abbie.(Wilson) Benninger, daughter of William and 
Hannah M. (Leavitt) Wilson, was born 5-27-1866 in Prairie Creek 
Twp. She spent the early partof her life in that community, attend- 
ing the Prairie Creek School. She was united in marriage to John C.. 
Benninger 12-12-1882, and to this union seven children were born -- 
William born 10-9-1883, became Mayor of San Jose 1924-1936, also 
Fire Chief of San Jose Volunteer Dept. 1923-1936 -- John, born 2-22, 
1886, married 8-8-1914 toGrace Lux Smith -- Fred, born 12-5-1889, 
servedinU. S. Army in France during 1918-1919, married 12-20-1936 
to LydiaD. Woll, and is engaged in painting and decorating --Cath - 
erine, bornand died 1-1893 -- a son born and died 1895 -- Jerry born 
12-17-1897, married to Mildred Kelly 10-14-1933 -- Mabel, born 
2-14-1902. 


Jerry Benninger married Mildred Kelly, daughter of Oscar 
and Nola Armstrong Kelly, born 8-12-1912 near Atlanta, Ill. She 
graduated from Community High in 1932, and he graduated in 1918. 
They were married Ot. 14, 1933, andtothis union four children were 
born -- Irene, born 5-21-1934 -- Irma born 10-25-1937 -- Betty born 
10-30-1940 -- and Robert born 8-31-1944. 


ROBERT BERGMAN 


Mardelle Adkins, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Adkins 
of San Jose, married Robert Bergman in San Jose 8-30-1950. He is 
the son of Offie Bergman, Mason City. They attend the First M. E. 
Church. Mrs. Bergman was secretary at the High School. 


MARSHALL BERNER 
Marshall Berner, principal of the San Jose Community High 


School, married Miss Helen Campbell of Gillespie, [llinois. They 
have two children -- Bonnie Jean and Eloise Ann. 
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JOHN BETZELBERGER 


Mr.andMrs. John Betzelberger own and live on the McDowell 
farm northoftown. She was Lena Wiekert of Emden. Their two chil- 
dren are Logan, born in 191l and Viola born in 1914. 


Logan Betzelberger married Josephine Gardner of Mason City 
in 1940, andthey have two children -- Judy born in 1943 and Bobby in 
1945. They live on their own farm, formerly the Arrington farm. 
Violamarried Clarence Krusemark of Emden in December 1933, and 
they have two daughters, Lyla May and Joan. 


CHARLES BOCKWITZ 


Charles Bockwitz married Matilda Henninger of Havana. They 
had four children -- Jewel, Edna, Verna and Carrol. Jewel lives in 
Nebraska. Edna married Doctor Seward of Mason City, and they lived 
in Peoria. She passedaway quite young and left two children. Verna 
lives in Peoria with her mother. Carrol also lives in Peoria. 


FREDERICK WILLIAM BOCKWITZ 
(Submitted by Mrs. Lydia (Bockwitz) Fiddler 


Frederick Wm. Bockwitz came with his parents to Illinois 
from Ohio about 1860. They settledin the community generally known 
as the Fairview School District. His brothers were George and 
Charles, sisters Minnie, who became Mrs. Rapp and Lena who be- 
came Mrs. Henry Smith. 


In 1875 Wm. Bockwitz was united in marriage to Ann Mary 
Becker. Tothis union five childrenwere born -= John Phillip, Henry, 


Lydia Ellen, Anna Pauline, and one who died in infancy. Paulina 
passed away in 1926, F. W. Bockwitz died in 1927, and Ann Mary 
Bockwitz inl944. Mr.andMrs. Bockwitz resided on a farm in Fair- 
view District, the children attending that school, and all were mem- 
bers of the Salem M. E. Church of San Jose. 


John was united in marriage with Hanna Neef. They now re- 
side in Pasadena, California, andare the parents of three children -- 
Lucille, now Mrs. Chas. Martin, Florence, and John William, who 
with his wife, Evelyn, and family live near San Jose. 


Henry was married to Minnie Henninger, who passed away in 
1948. They lived near Mason City and had one daughter, Irma, now 
Mrs. Eads Hasselwood of Elkhart, Indiana. 


Lydia was united in marriage with W. R. Fiddler of Mason 
City, and they were the parents of one daughter, Dorothy, now Mrs. 
George Knuppel. The Knuppels live on the farm known as the F. W. 
Bockwitz farm. Mr. Fiddler passed away in 1930. 
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GEORGE BOCKWITZ 
(Submitted by Cora Bockwitz Riedinger) 


The parents of Mr. George Bockwitz were William and Alvina 
Bockwitz of Waverly, Ohio. George Bockwitz was born at Chilli- 
cothe, Ohio 2-22-1858, andthe family moved from Ohio in 1867. The 
family consisted of William, George, Charles, Tena (who later be- 
came Mrs. Henry Smith) and Minnie, who became Mrs. Henry Rapp. 


The parents of Mrs. Elizabeth (Paas) Bockwitz were Wil- 
helm and Catherine Strothmann Paas. Her father served in the Civil 
Warandwas wounded, so mended harness for the horses used in the 
war. They moved to San Jose in 1869. Mr. Paas opened a harness 
Shop and included undertaking. The children were Elizabeth, who 
became Mrs. George Bockwitz, born in Beardstown 9-10-1861 -- 
William (deceased), a harness maker in Petersburg -- George (de- 
ceased) ofEdmond, Oklahoma -- Lydia became Mrs. August Schoen- 
weiss of Greenview (deceased) -- Sophie married Mr. Sutton of 
Chicago. 


Mr. George Bockwitz and Elizabeth Paas were married at 
San Jose 3-23-1882. They farmed near Mason City and San Jose un- 
til they retired in 1908, when they moved to San Jose. They cele- 
brated their 59th wedding anniversary on March 23, 1940. They were 
faithful members of the Salem Methodist Church, and he servedon 
the building committee of the present building. Mr. Bockwitz died 
Nov. 19, 1940, and Mrs. Bockwitz died Sept. 15, 1946. 


The following children and grandchildren survive. Mrs. 
Katherine (Bockwitz) Tyler, wife of John Tyler - their children, 
Lawrence of Bartonville who has two children, Dorothy and Linda 
Tyler -- Byron Tyler of Golden City, Mo., who has two children, 
Stephen and Kaneth -- Wayne Tyler (deceased) leavinga son Gerry. 
Mrs. Cora (Bockwitz) Riedinger, married to David Riedinger -- their 
children were Merle L. (deceased), and infant daughter (deceased), 
and Elizabeth, who married William Gruensfelder, and they have a 
son Billie’. Mr. Fred Bockwitz of Humbolt, Minnesota, who mar- 
ried Flora Woll of San Jose -- their son Virgil of Humbolt has four 
children -- Jewel, Mandrene, Rodney and Robert. Mrs. Lulu (Bock- 
witz) Innis of Normal (deceased). Mr. Freemon Bockwitz of San 
Jose married Edith Diggle of Gridley, Ill., and they have a son, 
Keith. Mrs. Viola (Bockwitz) Heidel, married to Will Heidel of 
Vaughan, Miss. --- theirchildren Robert, married and has two chil- 
dren, Robert Milton, Jr. and Sue - Mary Grace (Heidel) Harris of 
Yazoo City, Miss., has one daughter, Cheryl -- and Billy Heidel. 
Laura Bockwitz married Virgil Scott of Royal, Ill. and they have two 
children -- Betty Jane (Scott) Alsip, has a son James Franklin -- 
Robert Scott married and living in Elkhart, Indiana. 
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MATTHEW BOLLAN 


Matthew Bollan was born in Stillwater, Saratoga Co., New 
York on the old Revolution battlefield, Bemmis Heights, on June 13, 
1863. Hecame to Illinois when about two years old, was educated in 
country schools and high school in Minier, and Normal School at Nor - 
mal, Ill. He became a member of the Masonic Lodge in Minier in 
February, 1886. He taught country schools a few years, then came 
from Normal to San Jose in May 1887. 


He found the school unorganized. He introduced work of the 
ninth and ten year character, looking forward to the organization of 
a regular three year high schoolcourse, which he followed during the 
next two years. Then he began work under the high school course 
which he followed during the last four of the six years service as 
teacher and principal. His School Board Members all these six years 
were Johnathan Cory, Andrew Jacobs and Dr. Nathan Holmes. 


On Oct. 9, 1889 he married Miss Inez Kilby of Mackinaw, iis 
They began housekeeping in San Jose, and two of their children were 
born there: 


In 1894 he was elected County Superintendent of schools in 
Mason County, which office he held until 1906. He was editor of the 
Mason County Democrat from 1904 - 1914, and served as postmaster 
from 1915-1922. Hewasa member of the first Public Library Board 
in Havana, and it's second secretary. He did the correspondence 
with Andrew Carnagie when the gift was received from Mr. Carnegie. 
He was ever active in the interests of the Chautauqua, a charter 
member ofthe Commercial Association, a licensed Institute instruct- 
or under four State Superintendents, anordained elder in the Christ- 
ian Church, Minister in the Central Christian Church in Havana,a 

Past Master of the Masonic Lodge at both San Jose and Havana, Past 
High Priest of the Chapter and was awarded a 50 year membership 
in all three of the above orders. 


In his 80th yearhe served as Worthy Patron in Eastern Star. 
He was chairman of the church board many years, and took active 
part in purchasing the building now in use. He was one of the party 
with W. J. Brian on a tour through Pike, Green, Morgan and Jer- 
sey Counties. He was a delegate to the National Democratic Con- 
vention at St. Louis in 1904, honorary member of Kiwanis Club in 


1936. 


He liked nature study of animals, birds, flowers, trees, and 
enjoyed having both flower and vegetable gardens. He had to keepa 
nine foot step ladder to tie up some of his tallest tomato plants. He 
was fond of horses too, and made special pets of two, Frank and 
Maude. 

Mr. Bollan has always looked back upon his years in San 
Jose as those ofthe very happy years, and has enjoyed so much the 


visits fromhis former pupils that have called upon him, especially 
in the more recent years. 
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Any mention of Mr. Bollan would be incomplete without men- 
tion of Mrs. Bollan, to whom he was most devoted, and who shared 
with him in religious, civic and social interests. She was ever his 
bulwark ofstrength, inspiration, courage and happiness. They cel- 
ebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. Mrs. Bollan passed away 
in March, 1941. Three children were born to this union -- Miss 
Lois E. of Havana -- HaroldK. Des Plaines, Illinois -- Mrs. Mar- 
garet Schulte, Easton, Illinois. There are seven grandchildren, 
and three great grandsons. 


LEO H. BORGELT 


Mr. Borgelt was born in Havana, Ill. son of William H. and 
Lutie (Wirth) Borgelt. He was educated in Havana schools and be- 
came interestedin several lines of work until World War 1. He en- 
listed in the Aviation Corps and sent to Jefferson Barracks, then to 
Kelly Field, Texas, where he helped construct the field -- thence 
to the University of Texas for three months instruction. He was re- 
turned to Kelly Field for instruction in flying, where he secured a 
Pilot's rating. He was honorably discharged in 1918. 


He was appointed Deputy Treasurer of Mason County, and 
while serving in that capacity he received the appointment of Post- 
master of Havana to succeed Matthew Bollan. 


At San Jose, June 1920, Mr. Borgelt married Mrs. Kathryn 
Woll Steinmetz, whowas born in 1889 at San Jose, where she grad- 
uated from high school. Her mother, Mrs. George Woll, still re- 
sides in San Jose, her father is deceased. She had two brothers, 
Edgar (deceased) and Truman Woll. He and Mrs. Borgelt have two 
daughters -- Marcia Adeline and Lois Modelle. 


SAMUEL BRADY 


Samuel Edgar Brady, second son of J. A. and Diza Ann Mof- 
fitt Brady, was born June 10, 1888 in Randolph County, North Caro- 
lina. Coming toIllinois in 1909, he entered Railroad service onC & 
N W Ry. atSouth Pekin, II]. in 1913, which occupation he still follows. 


He married Kathryn Barkmeier Feb. 20, 1918, who was em- 
ployed as agent and operator at Allen, Illinois for the C & N W Ry. 
He has been a resident of San Jose since then, serving 16 years on 
the Village Board, andtaking active part in all community activities. 


JOB BRATT 
Mr. and Mrs. Job Bratt were married in September 1852, 
and resided in the San Jose community for forty years. They lived 


across the road from Bratt Cemetery, which land they donated for 
the Cemetery. 
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There were eight children -- Ella Bratt Youle (decéased) 
Delavan, Ill - George Bratt (deceased) -- Mary Clair Bratt, Mendon, 
Mo. (deceased) Josiah Bratt, Portland, Oregon -- Ester Bratt Mun- 
ger, Beaver City, Nebraska (deceased) Josiah Bratt (deceased) 
Araphoe, Nebraska -- Reuben Bratt}; Araphoe, Nebraska -- Clar- 
ence Bratt, Lincoln, Nebraska -- Sophie Bratt died during infancy, 
and buried in Bratt Cemetery. 


The Bratt family moved to Nebraska in the year 1892, where 
Job Bratt died in 1908, and his wife, Sarah, in 1917. 


Their two grandsons are living in the San Jose Community 
now -- Walter and George Youle. Mr. and Mrs. Walter Youle live 
on a farm adjacent to the Bratt farm. Mr. and Mrs. George Youle 
live in San Jose, and he is Manager of San Jose Co-operative elev- 


ators. Their son, Paul wife and daughter live in Chicago, where 
he is a lawyer. 


ROY BREE 


Roy Bree is the son of Charles and Ida (Knaak) Bree of Harts- 
burg. Mrs. Bree is the daughter of Lloydand Daisy (Price) Taylor. 
Mrs. Taylor then married Fred Lerch of San Jose in 1930, but is 
now living with the Brees. 


Mr. andMrs. Roy Bree were married 8-2-1936. Their chil- 
dren are Kenneth, Elaine, Shirley, Raymond, RuthAnne. Mr. Bree 
has ten brothers and sisters -- Mrs. Lawrence Slack (Anna Bree) 
of Delavan, Mrs. Geo. Wagner (Mabel Bree) of Emden -- Mrs. 
Henry Rademaker of Hartsburg -- Clarence Bree near San Jose, 
married Vivian Jumper, daughter of Ed Jumper, and they have three 
sons -- Charlie Bree near New Holland -- Frank, Walter, Fred, 
Irene and Inez are at home ona farm near Hartsburg. Sergeant 
Wm. E. Taylor is a brother of Mrs. Bree and has been in service 
in Japan since 1941. 


FREDERICK BRIAN 


Frederick Brian, born in Lawrence Co. Illinois 9-26-1843, 
the oldest sonof Jacob Brian, who was born near Berlin, Germany, 
the founder of the family in Illinois. He had just passed his major- 
ity when he came to the United States on a sailing boat that took 47 
days crossing. 


Jacob Brian, although a weaver by trade, secured employ- 
ment as a farm hand at $4.00 per month.. Hearing of the opportun- 
ity to secure landfrom the Government at the price of entry fee, he 
walked from Ohio, and entered a homestead near Sumner, [Illinois. 
His first work was to build a cabin. This in time was followed by 
other buildings until he developed a comfortable farm home, where 
he lived until his death in 1873. He married Elizabeth Landis, and 
together they reared a large family. Frederick Brian attended the 
country school on his father's farm. At the age of eighteen he en- 
listed in Co. B 98 Illinois Volunteer Infantry. 
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FRED W. BRIAN 
(Submitted by Dr. Brian, Bloomington, Illinois) 


Fred W. Brian was born in Sumner, Illinois and lived there 
for three years, then moved to West Salem, Illinois, for one year, 
then his father built a mill at Grayville, Illinois, where the family 
lived until 1895. 


"T, Fred, was introduced to San Jose one cold winter morn- 
ing inJanuary, 1895. My brother John and family were already lo - 
cated there, so our family, father, mother and five children, hada 
reception committee to welcome us. 


My schooling startedat once in the old San Jose school. The 
two days I missed in moving from Grayville to San Jose tS the 
only onesI hadmissed duringmy entire school, and the last I missed 
until Igraduated from high school in1900. My firstteacher was Miss 
Matie Witzell, then Lyda Milby and Mary Glasheen. 


Professor Baker came in 1899 and our class was his first 
graduating class, andthe largest class that had graduated up to that 
time. We celebrated our 50th anniversary in 1950 - all of the class 
are living, and six of them were at the reunion. I could write vol- 
umes onourexperiences during those days but they would not inter- 
est anyone but ourselves. 


We organized the first basketball team that ever played in 
San Jose. Those that I remember were Fred McCullough, Casper 
Magel, Carl Phillips, George Davis, John Tyler and myself. Be- 
fore the winter was over everyone was playing basketball. They had 
a fat man's team and a lean man's team, beside our school teams. 
We played upstairs in the Leavitt building. 


After graduation I went back to school and reviewed the high 
school studies for one winter, then took the teacher's examination 
and taught the Reed School, or "Frog Pond" as it was known west of 
San Jose. The following year I entered the Wesleyan Academy at 
Bloomington to complete my four year high school course, then en- 
tered the Freshman class of the College, completing the course in 


3 years, but returned at the end of the four years to graduate with the 
class, 


My medical education started in 1907, when I entered North- 
western MedicalSchool, and graduated in 1911. During the junior and 
senior years I paid special attentionto surgery, and won the John B. 
Murphy prize inSurgery. I wasan intern at the Wesleyan Memorial 
Hospital until1913, after whichI was located in Bloomington, Illinois, 
Where I have been in practice for thirty-eight years." 


_Fred W. Brian married in 1914 Miss Virginia Hollabold of 
Saracuse, Indiana. They have two daughters and one son. He served 
as Captain in the Medical Corps of World War I, and the son as an 
aviation Captain in World War II. The son is now completing his 
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Master's Degree at the U.- of Iowa. He is married and has a baby 
daughter (1951). 


Both of the daughters are graduates of Illinois Wesleyan with 
B. A. degrees. Botharemembers ofthe Kappa Kappa Gamma sor- 
ority, while the sonand father are members of the Phi Gamma Del- 
ta Fraternity. 


The Brian family live in a new home at Normal, Illinois. 


ALVIN BRUST 


Alvin Brust is the son of John and Lydia Smith Brust. Mrs. 
Brust was Viola Gertrude Kerr. Alvin Brust lived around San Jose 
until 1902, whenthey moved to Cortland, Nebraska and later to Lin- 
coln, Nebraska. Heisa graduate of University of Nebraska in 1924, 
and is teaching civil engineering at Washington University, St. Louis. 


Their son, Richard Lee, is studying in Washington Univer- 
sity. Heismarriedto Mary Dean Nobel Brust, and they named their 
son Richard Lee, Jr. Cora Edna Brust, daughter of John and Lydia 
Brust became a trained nurse, and lost her life in 1918 epidemic af 
"flu''. An adopted sister, Cecil Brust is deceased. 


SAMUEL BUCHANAN 


The Samuel Buchanans came from Virginia in a covered wag- 
On in the early fifties when Kitty Frances Eliza Buchanan was a girl 
seven years old. Mrs. Buchananwas Miss Frances who came from 
Virginia. Their children were John, Will, Maggie B. Munson, Kitty 
Frances, Virginia Shields, Melcinia Blair, Charlie Buchanan, Am- 
anda B. Whitefield, James Buchanan. Some of these boys lived a- 
round St. Louis and have decendents around there. Jennie is still 
living in California, andwas heard four years ago by the Manus fam- 
ily, a great niece, when she broadcast on the Breakfast Hour. 


Edward E. Myers and Ella Louise Connett were married in 
1905 in Mason City, Illinois. Four children were born to this union 
-- Frances Buchanan Power lives in Missouri -- Edward lives in 


North Pekin -- Charles Henry of San Jose, hastwo sons -- and Rob- 
ert of Peoria has one son. Mrs. Myers hobby is a salt and pepper 
shaker collection, also she has about 175 handkerchiefs which have 
come from east, west, north and south. 


The Buchanans, Myers and Connetts have always been inter- 
ested in farming and have lived around this vicinity all the years of 
San Jose' conception, growth and development. Their educations 
were securedatthe country schools. Ella attended Groveland, Stur- 
dyvan, Elmwood and Ash Grove schools. 
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AXEL BURLING 


Axel Burling was born in Sweden, seven miles from Stock- 
holm, on February 17, 1867. He married Minnie Houchin, and they 
hadtwo sons, namely - Alton of Indiana Harbor, and Walter of Peoria 
-- three daughters, Mrs. NoraHulse of Tulsa, Oklahoma, Mrs. Reta 
McElroy of Peoria, and Miss Golda at home. Mr. Burling passed 
away at the age of 64 years in San Jose on July 19, 1931. 


CAPTAIN BUSS 


Mr. Luppe Buss brought his family to Pekin, where they 
stayed until they could move on their well known farm east of San 
Jose. They were the parents of ten sons and two daughters. Some 
of these were Pirederick, Undo. Louis, Jerry, Oliver, Henry, John 
William and Luppe -- the girls were Belta and Sena. Two of the sons 
died of measles the same night, and were buried in Green Hill Cem- 
etery. There was but one grave before the internment of these boys. 
Our now beautiful Cemetery was really a cornfield at that time. 


John lived in Oklahoma, Henry in Kansas, Ollie in Delavan 
until he died in 1948, Jerry died in San Jose, Sena married August 
Stiegelmeier and lived in Bloomington. Their son Harvey L., is liv- 
ing in Normal, owns a farm in Hudson, and heads the Stiegelmeir 
Hybrid Seed firm of Hudson. He has two daughters -- Phoebe mar- 


ried Russell Finehim, died in 1950, and Phyllis at home interested 
in school. 


JOHN BUTLER 


Mr. John Butlerand Mrs. Mary (Farmer) Cogdal were mar- 
ried in 1945. John Butler was born in Sweden -- Mrs. Butler in Kan- 
sas. He has no children. Mrs.Cogdal, before she became Mrs. 
Butler, had three daughters. They were Gertrude (Cogdal) Gilmore 
born May 3, 1910 -- Florence Mickle, born February 19,/1907! <= and 
Elsie Sorensen, born Sept. 9, 1897. 


Mr. Butler is a general assistant when somebody is in need 
of help. 


BENTLEY BUXTON 
(Prepared by his daughters) 


Mr. Bentley Buxton, born 5-9-1835, was the son of Carpenter 
Smith Buxton of England, and Elizabeth (Cory) Buxton, born 2-1-1838. 
She was the eldest daughter of Johnathan and Mary (Titus) Cory of 
Newark, New Jersey, who were married Christmas day, 1837.) ‘Dheir 
four daughters were Elizabeth, Ann Phoebe, Marietta, and Jane. 


Elizabeth Cory married Bentley Buxton on Easter Sunday, 
1863 in the Episcopal Church in Pekin, Ill. Their children were -- 
Charles Bates Buxton, born 4-12-1865, who lived to be twenty-one, 
and met death by drowning Aug. 1886 -- Harry Buxton, born 4-27-1869 
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Gerald Buxton, born 1-1-1871, and lived to be six when he met acci- 
dentaldeath -- Marian M. Buxton, born 6-17-1872 -- Edith J. Bux- 
ton born 12-25-1873 -- Herbert Buxton, born 7-9-1874 -- Louis E. 
Buxton, born 1-28-1875 -- Elizabeth Cory Buxton, born Aug. 1878 
died in infancy -- Clementine D. Buxton, born 4-16-1882. 


Harry Buxton lives in Chicago. He married Antoinette Co- 
banks of New Jersey, and they had four sons, one died, all born in 
Denver, Colorado, and they are living in the west. His present wife 
is Alta (Bartlett) Buxton. 


Marian M. Buxton married Lee M. Bowles of Emden, III. 
5-8-1900. Their children are -- Lois A., Herbert Ford, Floyd E., 
and HesterE. Lois Bowles married Ferdinand Price 6-25-1925, and 
they have three daughters -- Laura Belle, born 5-30-1926 -- Lois 
Marie, born 6-5-1928 -- and Carol Price, born 11-2-1934. The lat- 
ter is at home withher parents going to school. The other girls are 
married -- Laura married a service man and is in the south, and 
Lois marrieda farmer and is living near Madison, Wisconsin. Her- 
bert Ford Bowles, a bachelor, is with his mother and sister, Hester 
in Florida. Floyd L. Bowles married Helen Hover of Missouri, in 
September 1933, and they have two sons in school in Hammond, Ind. 
-- Lee born 6-6-1939, and James born 6-6-1942. Hester Elizabeth 
Bowles born 11-4-1915 in Canada, married Wm. Dozer in 1944 and 
they livein Florida. Herstep-son, about twelve years old, is known 
as ''Buddy"'. 


Edith J. Buxton, single, born at San Jose, is now living in 
Chicago, is the compiler of this work. 


Herbert Buxton, born at San Jose, was interested in insur- 
ance and realestate activities in New York and New Jersey, passed 
away in 1929. In190lhemarriedand they had a daughter, Ruth, who 
grew to adulthood and married, but passed away in 193l. His wife 
died in 1929. 


Louis E. Buxton of Council Bluffs, Iowa, married Etta Lloyd 
of Bloomington - no children. She passed away in 1943. 


Clementine D. Buxtonattended San Jose school and Normal. 
in 1907 she married Curtis Crawford Ricketts at her father's home 
on New Year's Day. He has been interested in farming and dealing 
in stock, and at presentis employed at Rath Packing Plant in Water- 
loo, Iowa, livingin Jesup, Iowa. Their children are Charles Bates, 
born 10-14-1907, and Donald, born10-11-1914. Charles Ricketts, now 
of Waterloo, Iowa, married Mildred Montgomery in 1929 -- their 
son Charles Bates, Jr., is nowa paratrooper in the Korean District. 
In 1934 Charles Ricketts married Wilma Weese and Marlyn Ruth was 


born 10-12-1936. She is in Waterloo High School and interested in 
music. 
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Donald Ricketts, the younger son of Curtis Ricketts, served 
four years in World WarlII, received his honorable discharge in 1945, 
married Mary Harrison Dize of Waverly, Iowa 2-21-1946. They have 
three children -- Larry Dahl Ricketts 1-1-1947, Donna Marie born 
10=8=1948, and Rose Ann born 3-25-1950. Donald is employed as 
foreman at Rath Packing Company, Waterloo, Iowaand lives in Jes- 
up, lowa. 


John Cory is the ancestor who assisted in establishing Amer- 
ican Independence, while acting in the capacity of "private'' in Cap- 
tain Israel Ward's Company, Eastern Batallion, Morris County, 
N. J. Militia during the Revolutionary War. The National number 
for The Daughters of American Revolution (D.A.R.) 172075, is Edith 
J. Buxton's number. The information was traced History of Hun- 
terton and Somerset Counties, New Jersey, compiled by James P. 
Snell, Pub. Philadelphia in 1881 by Everts and Peck. Press of J. 
P. Lippincott & Co., Philadelphia, Pa. Page 853. 
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HOUSTON CANADA 


Mr. and Mrs. Houston Canada moved to Allen's Grove Twp. 
inl909. Theyarethe parents of Eldridge, Ester, Ruby, and William. 
Eldridge married Mabel Endicott and they have seven children, El- 
dridge, Jr. Mary, Eugene, Ellen, Elizabeth, Melvin and Jerry. Es- 
ther married Eugene Endicott, and their children are Roberta, Patty 
and Carol Jean. Ruby married William Farris and they have four 
children, Mary Lou, Johnny, Katherine and Karen. William Canada 
married Edith Willis, and their children are Betty Kay and Brenda 
Sue. 


THOMAS CHESTNUT 


Thomas J. Chestnut, eldestsonof Alexander R. and Mary A. 
McCollister Chestnut, was born in Ross County, Ohio, June 4, 1834. 
He came with his father and family to Illinois in 1849, and to Logan 
County in 1851, where he was a livestock farmer. 


In March, 1860 he married Margaret H. Caldwell, daughter 
of Brice Caldwell. Theyhada family of nine children: Ella, Charles, 
A. Lincoln, David, Albert, Logan, Benjamin, Jessie and Jane. 


For three years Mr. Chestnutand family lived in Mason County 
Ill. , but inthe spring of 1863 he settled Section 29 Prairie Creek Twp. 
ona 320 Acre farm. 


In political views he was a Republican, and served his town- 
ship in several capacities. He was amember of the Methodist Church. 
His grandfather, Capt. Charles Chestnut, was a native of Virginia 
and was a Captain of a company in the War of 1812. 


CLARY FAMILY 


Mr. Clary and family lived across from the little school (where 
Jim Phillips lives now). There werethree daughters: Delia, Emma 
and Hattie. Hattie married Harry Nicholas of Delavan. Delia and 
Emma never married. There were two sons. 


GEORGE CLASSEN 


George Classen was born near San Jose, Illinois. In 1912 he 
married Mabel Luella Harris, daughter of James and Jane Wilkins 
Harris. They resided ona farm near San Jose for many years, later 
moving near Delavan. 


They are the parents of three children: Melvin of San Jose, 


whose wife was Vera Talbot of Manito; James whose wife was Beverly 
Walker; and Dorthea who married Larry Schoch of Peoria. 


a 


Mr. andMrs. Classenare now living on their farm near Del- 
avan. They have three grandchildren, children of Mr. and Mrs. 
James Classen and Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Classen. 


JACOB CLASSEN 


Jacob Classen resided two miles south of San Jose at the 
Classen homestead inthe Fairview District. He married Luella Pep- 
blam, who lived seven miles west of San Jose. Three children were 
borntothis union; Marie Classen (deceased), Orville Classen of Em- 
den, and Laverne Minton of Pekin, Illinois. Mr. and Mrs. Classen 
are both deceased, 


JOHN CODDINGTON 


Mr. John Coddington married Miss Anna Graber on Dec. 24, 
1907. For eight years they farmed in Boynton Township. They then 
movedtotheir present farm 4 12 miles southwest of Tremont, where 
they have farmed for thirty four years. They have three children: 
Clyde E. bornJuly 12, 1908, married Dec. 4, 1934 and has two chil- 
dren. Wilbur L. was born Feb. 14, 1910, married May 25, 1935 and 
has one son. Hazel Lola was born Nov. 9, 1911, married Mar. 28, 
1936 and has five children. 


Joseph Coddington, brother of John, married Miss Nellie Tay- 
lorandthey had one daughter, Ilda. After the death of Joseph in 1905, 
they went to Bloomington to live. 


OTTO CODDINGTON 


Otto Coddington was born in Somerset Co., New Jersey, June 
25, 1835. He married Miss Jane Moore March l6, 1862 at German- 
town, New Jersey. Two years later with his wife and one son, An- 
drew, they moved to Illinois and settled near Manito, where they 
farmed a while, then moved to a farm west of San Jose, now known 
as the Ike Reed farm. They moved from there to Natrona and then to 
the Daniel Crabb farm, where they lived for many years. 


Eight more children were born to this union. Andrew was 
born Jan. 22, 1863, died Jan. 29, 1932, Joseph born April 20, 1865, 
died July 16, 1905; Lizzie born Oct. 15, 1871; Edward born Julyeo, 
1869; Charlie born Aug. 11, 1874 died 1875; Leonard born Jan. 15, 1876, 
died Jan. 6, 1940; Robert born Aug. 19, 1878, died Apr. 20, 1930; 
Frank born Jan. 11, 1881, died May 15, 1902; John born March 8, 1883. 
Otto Coddington died Oct. 19, 1926. Mrs. Coddington was born in 
1842 and died Oct. 19, 1908. Ed now lives in Delavan and John lives 
on a farm 4 1/2 miles southwest of Tremont, [llinois. 


The ancestors of the Coddington family came from England. 


The great-grandfather fought in the Revolutionary War under George 
Washington. 
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RAYMOND CONKLIN 


Mr. Raymond Conklin was born and reared in Kilbourne, Ill. 
He is the sonofMr. Leslie R. Conklin, now employed as a mail carr- 
ier, and Mrs. Flossie (Ade) Conklin of Kilbourne, who are the par- 
ents of fourteen children. Blanche became Mrs. Henry Wahlfield of 
Forest City and they have three children. Evelyn married Elmer 
Williamson, living in Milwaukee, Wis., and they have four children. 
Raymond Conklin married Miss Helen Simpson of Murrayville and 
they have two children. Winnifred became Mrs. Jack Conklin, lives 
in Thorpe, Wisc., andhas four children. Lloyd married Miss Bless-= 
man of Bath and they have two children. Mina became Mrs. Harold 
Robinson of Kilbourne, and they have two sons. Flow married Otis 
Hughes of Kilbourne, they have four children. Homer Conklin, Mil- 
waukee, Wis. has one daughter. 


Mr. Conklin graduated from Western State Teacher's College, 
Macomb, and has taught twelve years. He served in World War II 
for morethanthree years and earned a bronze star. He received his 
Master's degree in summer of 1951, and is now Superintendent of 
Schools in Easton, Illinois. 


CHARLES CONNETT 


Charles Connett married Margaret Hartwig. They had four 
children, Clifford, George, Earnest and Vivian. Mrs. Connett and 
oldest son were killed in an auto accident. 


HENRY CONNETT 


Henry Connett was the son of Samuel and Sarah Connett. 
Samuel Connett was born in New Jersey in 1807, Sarah born in 1814. 
They married in 1830 in New Jersey, living there until he died. Hen- 
ry Connett was born in 1857 and Marietta Eyrse, his wife, in 1858. 
They married in 1882 and farmed just north of the Ruple place. Their 
family consisted of four children, two daughters and two sons. In 
later years Mr. Connett built the residence in San Jose on Walnut St., 
where the older daughter, Grace, now lives. Mr. Connett passed 
away in 1929, Mrs. Connett in 1930. 


Mrs. Grace (Connett) Uken, the eldest child married Harry 
H. Ukenin 1906. They lived on a farm east of town for twenty-seven 
years, and later northwest of town, but have lived in town several 
years. They have three children, Ruth living at home and working 
in town; Donald married Esther Hoeft and they have three children, 
Duane, Delores, and Betty; Eva Uken lives in San Jose and kept house 
for her Uncle Will Connett as long as he lived. Mr. Uken passed 
away in 1951. 
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JOHNATHAN CORY : 
(Taken verbatim from an article in San Jose Journal) 


Mr. Johnathan Cory was born in Somerset County, N.J. He 
was about 17 years old and still had little or no education in school, 
as hehad to look afterthe farm. Hemarried at about 21 years of age, 
and went ona farm ofhis own, and farmed fora few years, then began 
the study of law under the laws of the State of New Jersey. A student 
hadto be four years in a law office before he could pass an examination 
and get hisdiploma. Mr. Cory did that and was so well thought of by 
his fellow citizens that they sent him to the legislature when he was 
about 30 years old. He went as an old time Whig. He cast his first 
presidential vote for Henry Clay in 1836. 


After he received his law diploma, he opened a law office in 
Newark, N.J., and lived in Plainfield until the spring of 1853, when 
he movedto Newark, N.J. In the meantime he sold his farm in Som- 
erset Co., N.J., and invested his means in the then so fashionable 
''Patent Leather'' works. A Company was formed and he placed his all 
in the concern. The necessary buildings were built, stock bought, 
and the work commenced, when a fire swept the whole away. Just 
why no insurance was paid, we never learned, but we have under- 
stood that there was never any received. 


Gathering together the remnants of his means, he left his fam- 
ily comfortably settled in Newark, and came to Mason County, Ill. in 
february 1856 - bought the farm just south of San Jose, where he lived, 
until death. 


Single handed, during the summer of 1856, he broke and sowed 
in wheat 70 acres of the raw prairie. While working on this land he 
could find no place to board, so was compelled to ''batch" in a tent or 
covered wagon. Inthe fall he got his barn put up, still working alone 
most of the time. In Dec. 1856 he sent for his family, and they were 
with him before Christmas ofthat year. Since then he lived among us, 
one of us, and but little remains to be said. 


He interested himselfin having the county government changed 
from the old County Commission Court to that of township organization. 
The change was effected in 1861, and in 1862 he was elected first Sup- 
ervisor. 


Ever feeling the lack of an early education, he in young life 
saw the advantages that the young have who are able to attend good 
schools. Sowhile still quitea youngman, when he lived in Plainfield, 
N.J., he sensed that the school was not what it should be. By care- 
fully feeling his way, he interested several of the principal property 
holders in this matter, and through them, the entire community. A 
good school house was built and a good common ordinary school was 
started. Plainfield now has the reputation of having the best schools 
in the state. Diplomas from this high school have for years admitted 
holders to nearly all colleges in the country. 


98 


Therefore, as soonas San Jose grew to be any kind of a town, 
before the railroad came through, but after his own children had out- 
grown school, he interested himself and others in securing a good 
school. Heprepared a special act comprising the farm section, with 
San Joseasa center, the San Jose School District. Opposition to this 
was too strong, thus the measure was defeated. Had that measure 
carried, those who knew about it and understood what it entailed, be- 
lieve that all the trouble, hard feeling and litigation that followed in 
connection with establishing of a school in San Jose, would have been 
avoided. 


For a number of years he let the school question drift, and 
the middle aged people of that time know what it got to be. The least 
said of it the better. Laterhe revived the school question, and from 
the time he got Mr. Howell here, to the present time, the children of 
San Jose and community have had a good school to attend, and it has 
been their own or their parents! fault if all have not profited from it. 
Whatever may have been the opinion of any of us as to the policy of it 
at that time, building the nucleus of the first grade school building, 
time has proved its justification. 


Johnathan Cory tookallthe trouble he did for no selfish notion. 
His grandchildren were by thattime out of school, his own taxes were 
enormously increased, and he spent days and weeks of time without 
any remuneration, that the community might be uplifted. I ever re- 
call with pleasure and satisfaction a statement made to me - "The 
Grade school and setting is certainly Johnathan Cory's Memorial". 
Thank you who have so ably followed in his footsteps, for keeping it 
everat thetop. As he worked against opposition at every step, per- 
severance following disappointment many times, we are forced to the 
conclusion that his motives were pure, that he ever had at heart the 
best interests of the youth ofhis time and place. ''May we all be able 
to have that said of ourselves". 


In politics Mr. Cory began as a Whig, voting first for Clay in 
1836 - Harrisonin 1840 - Clayin1843 - Taylor in1848 - Scott in 1852. 
He did not vote in 1856 because he was not in Illinois a year, but in 
1860 he voted for Lincoln. He remained with the Republican party un- 
til the Grangers started in opposition to the railroad monoply, he 
joined with them and from there, for good and sufficient reasons to 
himself, he wenttothe Democratic party and voted with it to the last. 
There is no doubt that he always voted for what he thought to be the 
best interests of the country. 


Mr. Johnathan Cory was ever impartialinhis manner to all - 
rich and poor were treated alike. Manya poorman has received help 
and advice, been encouraged and cheered and paid no bill because 
none was asked. Therefore, I think we may with Leigh Hunt ''Write 
him down as one who loved his fellow men". 


This article is signed "Pharoah", 


oo 


MRS. BENTLEY BUXTON 
(Mother of the compiler) 


MR. JOHNATHAN CORY 


. MRS. JOHNATHAN CORY 
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Mr. Johnathan Corymarried Mary Titus. Tothem were born 
four daughters. ElizabethC. became Mrs. Bentley Buxton, and lived 
in this vicinity all forty-five years of life. Marietta married Capt. 
Wm. Duffy, and they lived near by until Capt. Duffy was elected to 
political office and wentto Havana. Ann married Charles Wandle and 
they lived around part ofthe time, spending her last days in San Jose. 
Jane married Mr. Drake and lived south of town until his death, after 
which she spent her last years in San Jose, known by all as "Aunt 
Jane Drake". Each of these daughters had families who were a part 
of San Jose for many years. i 


WILSON COULTAS 


Mary H. Smith and Wilson J. Coultas were married Oct. 7, 
1919 and starteda home north of Winchester, Ill. onthe Coultas farm. 
They were parents of four sons. Edwin and Harold were casualties 
of World War II. Robert and Richard, twins, are married farming 
the Coultas farm at Winchester. Mr. and Mrs. Coultas reside at 
Mason City spending the winter months at McAllen, Texas. 


EDWARD P. CRISPELL 


Edward P. Crispell, M. D., physician in San Jose, was born 
in Ulster Co., New Yorkin1840. Atan earlyage he engaged in teach- 
ing school and studying medicine. In 1857 he began his practice of 
medicine. In1858hemovedto Sangamon Co., Ill. His teaching per- 
iod lasted for ten years. He attended medical lectures, graduating 
in the Eclectic Medical College of Cincinnati, receiving his diploma 
in 1865. 


He married Miss Mary E. Craft November 2, 1848. There 
were seven Crispell children, one unnamed infant -- Charles E. born 
Fiyecwwiool; Maryek.. July?20, 1853s) Lillie, May: 31; 1861; Ulysses 
Grant, born July 20, 1863, and Wilbur F., born June 30, 1867. 


Dr. Crispell practiced in Manito and Pekin before coming to 
San Jose, where he lived until his later years when he went to Lead- 
ville, Colorado. He belonged to the order of A.F. & A.M., was an 
active advocate and worker in the cause of temperance, a Republican 
and a member of the Methodist Church. 


HAROLD CROSS 


Harold Cross is the son of Steve and Sophia Dunker Cross of 
MasonCity. Heisone of five children born to this union; Mrs. Clar- 
ence Adkins of San Jose, Russell Cross, living west of town; a daugh- 
ter, Coleen, attending Mason City High School; and Leland Cross of 
Chicago, who married Audrey Hullinger of San Jose in 1949, and is 
attending MedicalSchool. Duane Cross lost his life in World War ll. 


Harold Cross married Mildred Patterson, daughter of David 
and Dora (Waddell) Patterson in Feb. 1925. They have three living 
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children; Stephen Hayworth Cross, now in College at Urbana; Ethel 
Laura in San Jose High School; Shirley Irene in grade school. Mr. 
Cross is employed at the Caterpillar. 


CHESTER E. CURTIS 


At one time Chester E. Curtis was editor of the San Jose Jour- 
nal. He was born in Mason County, the son of Randolph and Adelia 
(Biggs) Curtis. His grandparents were Johnathan Henry Curtis, born 
in 1822, early settlers of Illinois. Randolph, a farmer and butcher, 
was born Aug. 13, 1853, was a Republican, a member of the M. E. 
Church, an Odd Fellow, Knights of Pythias. 


He married Adelia Biggs Oct. 7, 1874. She was born Dec. 18, 
1851, died June l0, 1894. Their childrenwere James Garfield, Ches- 
ter E., Melissa, Lauraand Viola. Chester was graduated from San 
Jose schools, servedasan apprentice printer and followed newspaper 
work. He never married. 


ISAAC CUNNINGHAM 


Isaac V. Cunningham was born on a farm near Moorefield, 
West Virginia, Apr. 17, 1810. Hedied athis farm south of San Jose, 
Sept. 26, 1894. His wife, CatherineS. Harness, alsoof Moorefield, 
West Virginia, was born Mar. 18, 1818 - died Dec. 29, 1894. They 
were married July 18, 1837 and left their native state on horseback, 
travelling over the Allegheney Mountains to Ohio, and settled near 
Portsmouth, where they operateda forty acre sugar grove and camp. 


In 1853 they came toSpringfield, Ill., where they resided for 
one year before coming to their homestead in Prairie Creek. Their 
first home was where the Prairie Creek School House once stood. 
One daya person was riding horseback carrying a twigin hand, which 
he dropped on the ground, and today a large tree represents that stick. 


Grandma Cunningham liked to go home for the births of her 
older children, so six weeks before a child was expected, she rode 
horseback over the Allegheney Mountains to her father's home in 
Moorefield, West Virginia. When the child was six weeks old, she 
retraced her wonderful journey with baby in arms. When John was 
born she bought a cradle and had it tied on the back of the saddle. 
They had twelve children, and they raised parts of three other fam- 
ilies in their fifty-one years of marriage. 


They entertained Peter Cartwright, and that turned into a re- 


vival meeting. They were good friends of Abe Lincoln, and knew him 
very well. 
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JOHN HARNESS CUNNINGHAM 


John Harness Cunningham, the second child born to Isaac and 
Catherine Cunningham, July 17, 1840, at Silver Bend farm, near 
Moorefield, West Virginia, married Fannie Moore. She was born at 
High Bank farm at Chillicothe, Ohio. They were married Oct. 21, 
1877 at West Point, West Virginia. Mr. Cunningham died in Bloom- 
ington Apr. 18, 1917 and his wife also died there. Their three chil- 
dren were Rachel, Harness, and Mary. 


Rachel V. born Nov. 28, 1888, died Dec. 2, 1924 - was mar- 
ried to Thos. Salmon. Harness G., born at Chillicothe, Ohio Aug. 
24, 1890, and Mary Virginia was born Apr. 10, 1893. All three chil- 
dren were born on their Grandfather's farm. Mary Virginia married 
Lawrence H. Merrit and they made their home in Bloomington after 
1907. 


Harness Cunningham married Grace Marshall Dec. 2, 1911 at 
Dresden, Tennessee, and they live on the home farm. She was born 
in Delavan, Feb. 2, 1894 - her parents were Darius A. and Mary Ruth 
Marshall. Heworked for Mr. Starr. The Harness Cunninghams had 
three children: - John Harness, who died at the age of 21. He was a 
typical farm boy, but he and his buddies took a number of fine trips 
together seeing the U. S. by car; Mildred Faye was born Nov. 19, 
1912. She married Herman Linn Blaum of New Holland, June 12, 1941 
athome, Rev. Mayo officiating, with one hundred fifty guests present. 
Mary Frances was born July 12, 1915 and married Lt. Orville Minton 
of Delavan, at Gainesville, Tennessee, May 3, 1941, with Rev. H. 
Baker officiating. 


These children attended the Victory School,and later San Jose 
High School. The girls attended Normal and became teachers in the 
schools of the county and village. The family were members of the 
Prairie Creek Church until about 1920, when it disbanded, and they 
united with the Methodist Episcopal Church in San Jose. 


Mr. and Mrs. Orville Minton are parents of Lou Ann, born 
Mar. 5, 1942 and Debra C, bornFeb. 7, 1950. Hewas classed as Lt. 
Col. in World War II. The Blaums are established in New Holland, 
hake 


John H. (Dad) Cunningham wasa soldier in the Civil War. He 
joined in Missouri and served in Cav. C, Neil's Rangers - was taken 
prisoner. While on furlough he was attending a dance. A scouting 
party of enemies came. A guard was left to give time for the scout- 
ing party to get another group, and while the guard was asleep, he 
escaped. He assisted in the capture of Major Crook and Major Gen- 
eral Cumberland. 
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MARY CUNNINGHAM 


Mary Cunningham, the daughter of Isaac and Catherine Cun- 
ningham, came from Virginia to Sangamon County, Illinois in 1852. 
(Isaac Cunningham was born in 1810 and Catherine in 1818). Mary 
was born Sept. 1848. This marriage took place Apr. 10, 1884. They 
livedon a farm in Prairie Creekvicinity untilthe death of Isaac Cun- 
ningham, they moved to his home place and lived there the rest of 
their lives. 


They had one daughter, Anna Estelle Vandervort, born Oct. 
30, 1885. Sheattendedthe Victory, Prairie Creek schools and Spring- 
field school until the death of her mother called her home in May 
1904. Then Mr. Vandervort and daughter moved to Harness. He 
died May 1, 1909. 


Essie was married June 26, 1907 to Fred McCollough of San 
Jose. To this union were born two daughters; Mary Loraine, born 
Oct. 10, 1908 and LillianDorothy, Aug. 21, 1910. The family moved 
to San Jose in 1920. Mary McCollough married Lyle Cross of San 
Jose, June 1, 1929, and to this union were born three sons; Lyle 
Frederick Dec. 19, 1930 (deceased); Robert Edward Dec. 17, 1931; 
Stanley Lee Sept. 27, 1933. 


Dorothy McCullogh married Raymond Wetzel, son of Henry 
and Hermena Wetzel on Sept. 7, 1932. Their children are Ray Ed- 
ward, born June 26, 1933 and John Mack born June 19, 1934. Mr. 
and Mrs. Wetzel live in Berwyn, Illinois, and he is employed by 
Western Electric Co. of Chicago. 
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W.H. DAUGHERTY 


W. H. Daughertymarried Miss Martha Pepper in Delavan on 
Feb. 19, 1861. They came to this community in its earliest history, 
and lived west of town on place now owned by Mrs. Julia Ruple Sei- 
grist. Their childrenwere John, William, Hattie, George, Edward, 
Fred, Emma and Richard. Later they lived and died in Wessington, 
South Dakota, 


JOHN B. DAVIS 
Submitted by Laura E. Davis 


In 1859 John B. Davis, sonof William and Mary Davis, of near 
Green Valley, Illinois, his wife Hannah Ruckman Davis, daughter of 
Henry and Phoebe Ruckman of Terre Haute, Indiana, andthree daugh- 
ters Mary Belle; Laura Ellen; and Alice Josephine came to San Jose. 
Mr. Davis operated a Blacksmith Shop at Circleville, Illinois, and 
came to San Jose, Illinois in a lumber wagon with a team of horses. 
The home and blacksmith shop were built where Harold Wheat now 
lives. Two children Minnie Amanda and John Edward were born in 
San Jose. Mr. Davis enlisted and served in the Civil War. After 
hard fighting and exposure, he contracted typhoid fever and died in 
the service. Hewasa member of Co. H, 108 IllinoisInfantry. Mrs. 
Hanna Davis, later married David Whisler and one son Charles was 
born to this union. Mrs. Hannah Davis Whisler died in 1918. The 
only living member of this familyis Laura Ellen Davis who is now 92 
years old. 


Warren Davis, sonofMr. & Mrs. GeorgeR. Davis of Ogdens- 

burg, N. Y. and Laura E. Davis, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. John B. 
Davis were united in Marriage November 14, 1877 at San Jose. Their 
seven childrenare Virgil E; VintonE; Arlie O; GeorgeR. ElsalI; Les- 
lie W; andGlenn M. Mr. Davis passedaway in 1920. Virgil E. Dav- 

is married John M. Yontza farmer near San Jose and Mabel K. was 
their only child. Vinton E.Davis married Mary Elsie Biggs, daugh- 
ter of Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Biggs. Their children are Harlan E; 
Merle E., and Francis Ellen Davis Woods. Mr. Davis farmed and 
exhibited corn and small grain and became a judge at County Fairs 
and owned the first seed corn business in this community. He was 
hurt in an auto accident and died in 1940. Arlie O. Davis a graduate 
of San Jose High School married George B. Wiemer, son of Mr. & 
Mrs. Charles Wiemer of San Jose. George R. Davis, a graduate of 
the San Jose High School, and two years preparatory for law at Val- 
pariso, Indiana married Leonelle Longevin of Yakima, Washington, 

and they have one son Robert Glenn Davis. They lived in the Yakima 
Valley and were hop ranchers for a number of years - they now live 
in Yakima. Elsa I. Davis, a graduate of San Jose High School, and 
a teacher, married Edwin Ingersoll a son of Mr. & Mrs. E. V. In- 

gersoll, They were the parents of one son, Robert G. Ingersoll. 

Edwin and Elsa Ingersoll are deceased. Robert G. Ingersoll sur- 
vives with his wife and three children. They live in Chicago. Les- 
lie W. Davis, a graduate of San Jose High School, had further study 
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at Northwestern University, Chicago. He served in the first World 
War. He married Kathryn Tammeus, daughterof Mr. & Mrs. H. J. 
Tammeus. They have one sonLeslie Warren - their home is in Pekin, 
Illinois. Glenn M. Davis was educated in San Jose Schools and at- 
tended an automotive school in Peoria. He married Lola Davison. 
They have five children, Arlene; Charles W . Betty Jane, Doro- 
thy Ellen and Donnie. They live in Lincoln, Illinois. 


JOHN E. DAVIS 


John E. Davis, born Dec. 22, 1864, was the son of John B. 
Davis. On Dec. 22, 1891 he married Miss Mary Mitchell, the daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Mitchell. She was born in Lancaster, 
Ohio, and at the age of eighteen came to San Jose, where she has 
since resided. John E. Davis married twice. His first wife was a 
Benneger - they had one son, Roy Davis. The children of J. E. and 
Mary Davis were Maude, Paul, Carrie, Van, Ona, Harry, Lawrence. 


Paul Davis lives in Bloomington, is married and they have 
two daughters, Fay and Mary Elizabeth; Carrie married John Eye, 
had two sons and three daughters - John Verl, Loren, Doris Vaneta, 
and Wanda, and live in Pekin. Van Davis lives in lowa City, Iowa, 
andisapostman - hemarrieda Pekin girland they have two children. 
Ona Davis married Carl Wahl and they live in Springfield and have 
one daughter, Mardella. Neldamarried - lives in Wyoming. Leon- 
ard married, has twochildrenand lives in Springfield. Harry Davis 
married, had one daughter anddied in the south. Lawrence married 
and had three children. 


Mr. John E. Davis farmed for years ona Seigrist farm west 
of San Jose. They have lived at their present home in San Jose for 
many years. 


JOHN S. DAVIS 


Mr. and Mrs. John S. Davis moved to Kelly Seed farm from 
Easton, Ill. in 1935. They have three living children; Mrs. Marie 
Moehring, Mason City; Glenn and Patty at home. One son, Donald, 
drowned in the Pekin Park pool on July 12, 1942. They now live on 
the place known as the Mell farm. 
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WARREN DAVIS FAMILY Ist row - left to right 
Mrs. J. M. Yontz, (Father) Warren Davis, (Mother) Laura E. Davis, 
Vinton E. Davis 
2nd Row - Leslie Davis, Elsa I. Davis, Glenn M. Davis, Mrs. Arlie 
Wiemer, and George R. Davis 


ROY A. DILLON 


Roy A. Dillon lives in Peoria. He is the son of ''Doc" and 
Mrs. Dillon of San Jose. His education was secured through o ur 
public schools. He married Miss Mae Dyer and they had four chil- 
dren - Henry, Frances, Virginia and Elizabeth (twins). Henry mar- 
ried and has a daughter, Mardel, who lives in Milwa ukee; Frances 
married A. C. Holler - they have adaughter, AnnCarol, and live in 
Peoria; Virginia lives at home and works inthe President's office of 
Caterpillar; Elizabeth married Howard E. Landis - they have two 
sons, Scottie and James Roy, and live in Peoria. 


JOHNATHAN DRAKE 


Johnathan Drake is the son of J. M. and Stella Waltmeir 
Drake. Six daughters were born to Johnathanand Leona Ruth Drake. 
They are Virginia Rose, born May 2, 1927, married to Argel Rich- 
mond Allen, and they have a son Randy Lee and live two miles north 
of San Jose; Shirley, bornFeb. 29, 1929; Phyllis Gean, bornNov. 23d, 
1930; Bonnie Lou, born Oct. 10, 1932; Margaret Cole, born Oct. 15, 
1937; and Sue Lynn, born Feb. 28, 1947. This couple have lived a- 
round Green Valley all their lives and attended Green Valley schools, 
but now live in San Jose. 


CAPTAIN WILLIAM DUFFY 


William Duffy, a farmer and stock raiser of San Jose, was 
born in Galway, Irelandon Jan. 30, 1849. Hecame to New York then 
to New Jersey, where he worked at harness making. In 1853 he went 
to Madison, Indiana, andthen inspring of 1855 to Delavan, Tazewell 
County, Illinois. He married Marietta C. Cory Jan. 1857. She was 
born in New Jersey Feb. 8, 1840, andcameto Delavan with her par- 
ents in Feb. 1856. They lived on a farm a mile west of San Jose. 


The children born to this union -- George, born Feb. 26, 
1860; Mary, Apr. 16, 1862; William S. Dec. 12), 1864-"HarryeGe 
Mar. 12, 1866; E’isha R., Mar. 21, 1868; Sheridan (Shurdy), 1870; 
Frederick, July 8, 1871; Grace G. Sept. 1872; Katie, Jan. 28, 1874; 
Jennie Oct. 27, 1877; Elena and Frank. 


From August 1, 1862 he enlisted a full company (Co. H), 
which was mustered into the 108th Regiment, Illinois Volunteers. 
He was elected Captain of the Company. He held that position un- 
til their discharge. They participated in many engagements in the 
13th and 15th Army Corps. They were mustered out at Vicksburg, 
discharged and paid in Chicago Aug. 12, 1863. 


Capt. Duffy bought his farm one mile west of San Jose in 
1867. On Oct. 18, 1871 their home was destroyed by fire - the cloth- 
ing they had on was all they saved. 
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The Five Generations in the Family of Lorenzo J. and Nellie E. 
Dillon (Taken in 1933) 


Nellie E. Dillon, great, great, grandmother, age at time of picture 
in 1933, 85 years - born Feb. 11, 1847. 


Lillian Dillon McCullough, great grandmother, aged 66 yrs. born 
September 3, 1865 

Fred D. McCullough, grandfather, aged 48, born Dec. 29, 1884 
Mary McCullough Cross - Mother, aged 23, born Oct. 18, 1908 
Robert Edward Cross - Son aged 3 mos. born Dec. 17, 1933 


Edna Doherty Lamb 
(78 yrs. of age 1950) 


Edna D. Lamb and 
daughter Lois 1915 
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He spent the last twenty-five years of his life in Havana 
where he went when elected to a county office. Two daughters, Jen- 
nie Duffy Hackman and Elena Duffy still reside in Havana (1950). 
All the rest of the family have passed on. George spent his life in 
Chicago in telephone and insurance activities. Sheridanas a farmer, 
Harry in Dakota on a farm. Fred became a lawyer, practicing in 
Chicago and in California. Grace was a teacher in Mason County. 
Kate lived the last 30 years in New York and Connecticut. Jennie 
resides in Havana, surrounded by her children and grandchildren. 
Elena has been in the employ of the plow factory in Havana many 
years. Frank passed away in early manhood. 


JOHN AUGUST DURDEL 


In the year 1872 at the age of 19, John August Durdel came 
from Germany to the United States, and on to San Jose. The first 
night in San Jose he spent at the home of Nicholas Woll. He was 
later employed as a farm hand at the Philip Gruensfelder home for 
several years. 


He was wed to Emma Virginia Ruth of Green Valley, and to 
this union were born twelve children. Mr. Durdel passed away in 
1942, and one daughter Dora in 1943. 


Two sons, William J. and John II reside on farms near San 
Jose. William married Clara Emma Jacob, daughter of Frank and 
Louise Doering Jacob, residing 7 miles west of San Jose. To this 
union two childrenwere born - Velma Lucille and Delmar Wm. , both 
of whom attended San Jose grade and high schools. Velma, grand- 
daughter of John Durdel I, became the wife of Milton Glock, grand- 
son of Philip Gruensfelder in 1941, and now resides on the Philip 
Gruensfelder farm one mile east of San Jose. They have one son, 
Robert Lee. 


Delmar Durdel married Virginia Singley of Manito, Ill. in 
1946, and live one mile west of San Jose on the Sam Palmer farm. 


John Durdel II married Francis Jibben, daughter of Mr. and 


Mrs. Frank Jibben of Green Valley. To this union were born three 
sons - Wendell, Wayne and John III. 
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JOHN DENNIS 


Mr. and Mrs. John Dennis moved onthe Kenneth Reed farm in 
1920. nThey have two daughters, Mrs. Stanley Woll and Virginia Ann, 
and two sons, John Francis of Greenview and James Dennis of San 
Jose. 


Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Woll have two children - Ronald and 
Glenda Sue. John married Madeline Wilson (R.N.) from Davenport, 
Iowa, andthey have twosons, John Lloyd and Richard Steven. James 
Dennis married Marilyn Hitchcock of Emden, Ill., and they have a 
son, James Lee. 


ARTHUR DENNISON 


Arthur Dennison is the son of Mr. Clint Dennison and Edith 
Hornbeck Dennison, who were married in Kentucky. Arthur Dennison 
married Hilma Eigenbrod Dec. 8, 1945, andtheyhaveason, Michael. 
Mr. Dennisonis a carpenter and does the maintenance work for Han- 
sen's Dairy. Mrs. Dennison is the daughter of Val and Verna (Par- 
sons) Eigenbrod. They were both students in the San Jose schools. 
In 1939 he joined the army and was honorably discharged in June 1945. 
He served thirty months in active duty in Africa, Italy, etc. He be- 
came a Staff Sergeant in the Infantry. 


J. D. DE VRIES 


Mr. and Mrs. J. D. DeVries celebrated their sixtieth wed- 
ding anniversary in Jan. 1932. His father establisheda general store 
in San Jose, and farmed the land due west of San Jose, a part of which 
is now the high school grounds, in the 1860's. 


Mr. DeVries andMrs. Johnathan Curtis were brother and sis- 
ter. 


THOMAS EARL 
Submitted by his daughter, Mabel Rippey 


Thomas Earland Agnes (Newbold) Earl cameto America from 
England in the ''80's'', metand were married inIllinois in April 1890, 
moved to the John Ainsworth farm near Natrona. Their children, 
Mabel, now Mrs. Wm. Rippey of Armington, Ill; George and Mary 
Agnes, twins, (the girl died in infancy,); George lives near Mason 
City; Alice, Mrs. R. Wiekert, near Bloomington; Emma, Mrs. J. H. 
Freese, near DeWitt, and Richard in Inglewood, California. Mr. 
Earl purchased afarm near Emden in 1914, where Mrs. Earl passed 
away in 1916, andMr. Earl in 1946. The number of descendents now 
-- five children twelve grandchildren and eighteen great-grandchil- 
dren. 


ISAAC EGGLESTON 


Isaac and hiw wife came from England around 1890. They lo- 
cated near Natrona and raised the following children: Miss Anna, 
who: passed away in 1938, Mrs. Adelaide Mathers, Fletcher, Ohio; 
Mrs. Elizabeth Hump, Upton, Wyoming; Mrs. Nora Copes, Ottumwa, 
Iowa; Mrs. Laura Magel, South Bend, Indiana; Miss Edna of Peoria; 
Mrs. Berniece Lykins of Mason City, Ill.; Will, of Ottumwa, Iowa, 
and Harry of San Jose, IIl. 


JOHN VALENTINE EIGENBROD 


Mr. John Valentine Eigenbrod was born in Steoklas, Germany, 
in 1850. Mrs. Eigenbrod was Katherina Wahl, from Alleschansen, 
Germany, and they were married in1876 and came to America in 1881. 
They left Germany on August 24, 1881 on the boat Mosel, and arrived 
in America on October 15, 1881. The boat sprung a leak and they had 
Orders to prepare for death. Everyone on board the boat helped to 
dip water out of the boat and finally a landing was made. Their old- 
est child, Mary, was three years old when they came to America. 
Mr. and Mrs. Eigenbrod came direct to San Jose. They ate their 
first meal inSan Jose at the home of Roscoe Smith's parents. Their 
first home was on the Henry Smith farm. 


There were eleven children of which six are still living. (May 
1950). Mary (Mae), Mrs. W. W. Francisco of Alhambra, California; 
Elizabeth Bernshausenand Lydia of Pekin; Minnie Zimmer of Pleas- 
ant Plains, Ill.; Dave of San Jose; Katherine, Mrs. Wm. Ebeling of 
San Jose. Mary Eigenbrod Francisco left no children. Elizabeth 
Eigenbrod Bernshausen had five children and eight grandchildren, 
Dorothy B. became Mrs. James Winebarner, had two sons, Donald 
Xeba Hyett of Pekin, twodaughters came to them, Illa Mae and Bev- 
erly Kay. George Bernshausen married Helen Zimmerman and they 
had one daughter, Ella Frances. Ethel Bernshausen married Lester 
Epelie of Morton, theyhadoneson. Katherine Bernshausen married 
John Déppert, theyhad one son, Dennis. Margaret Eigenbrod became 
Mrs. Max Lerch, witha sonand daughter, Gretchen and David. Gret- 
chen married Harold Cribb, they had five children, Harold, LaVerne, 
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Jack, Joan and Linda. David Lerch married K. Idstrom and had two 
children, Kathleen and David. David Eigenbrod married Edith Phil- 
lips, with two sons the issue, Keith and Wayne. Keith isa graduate 

of high schoolin1950and Wayne is expected to do likewise next year. 

Dave has been a general groceryman in our midst for thirty or more 

years. He has been an active member in the Salem church all his 

life. Lydia Eigenbrod married Henry Siltman, they have five children, 
are now living near Pekin. Herbert Siltman is at home; Elizabeth 
married Howard Bliss of Pekin, one child. 


Louis Siltman has two children; Henry Siltman, at home, and 
Herman Siltman married a war bride from London, England; Eileen 
Gross, by name, thereare three children, two sons and one daughter, 
and they are living near Pekin. Minnie Eigenbrod married Charlie 
Zimmer of WinthropHarbor, Ill. There are three children, George 
working at Rantoul; Clarence married Virginia, from State of Wash- 
ington and is in the Army Air Corps now in Alaska; Mary Zimmer 
married Louis Woodrom from Pleasant Plains, Ill. Katherine Eig- 
enbrod married William Ebeling from Elgin and they live in the house 
known as the Reidinger home. Valentine Eigenbrod married Verna 
Parsons of San Jose, the daughter of John Parsons; they had five 
children; Hilma, Dorothy, Gloria, John, and Sarah. Mr. Eigenbrod 
passed away on November 21, 1949. Hilma married Arthur Dennison 
of San Jose and they have one son Michael; Dorothy married Jesse 
Godby of Delavanand they have three children; Gloria married Ray- 
mond Mangold of San Jose and they have two children, Cynthia and 
Steven; John married Marilyn Livengood of Delavan and they have one 
daughter, Sarah marriedGene Henry of Armington and they now live 
in San Jose. 


LOREN ELLIOT 


Loren ''Bud'"' Elliot, son of Mrs. Eugene Allard of San Jose 
married Gertrude Reed, daughter of Ike and Ida Reed of San Jose. 
They have one daughter, Jacqueline. They lived in San Jose until 
1942, whenthey movedto Peoria where Loren was employed at Com- 
mercial Solvents. He passed away in November, 1949. 


EMIL ENGLEHORN 
CONTRIBUTED 


Emil Englehornmarried Miss Lola Ritchieand they moved to 
Dakota, where they had two children. Raye Englehorn is married 
has two children, one in college. He lives in Pekin, Il. 


| WILHELMINA ENGLEHORN 
CONTRIBUTED 


Wilhelmina Englehorn, the youngest child of Peter and Cather- 
ine (Mayer) Englehorn was born March 30, 1891. She attended Vic- 
tory School, lived ona farm until her people retired and moved to San 
Jose. On January 20, she married Frederick Wiggers of Hartsburg. 
He was a World War I veteran and farmer. At present they are liv- 
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ing on a farmeast of Lincoln. Their children are Katherine Bertha, 
bookkeeper in Lincoln; Mildred Elizabeth, office Manager in Illico, 
Ind. Oil Co., Lincoln, Ill.; Eileen Wilhelmina, deceased; Frederick 
Sweeter wasa bookkeeper, now in the Armed Forces; Marvin Eldon, 
farming; Kendall Alvin, farming; Thelma June and Milton Julian, 
twins, attending Beason High School. 


PETER ENGLEHORN 
Contributed by E. Engelhorn 


Peter Eggelhorn was bornnear Manheim, Germany in the state 
of Baden. Asa young man he came to the United States and after ar - 
riving in New York he went to Michigan to be with his cousin, John 
Foster. Later he movedto San Jose, where he did farm work for his 
uncle, Michael Adolph. ItwashereinSan Jose that he married Kath- 
erine Mayer whose family also came from Germany. During their 
first years together they lived on the Peter Adolph farm, then moving 
to a farm owned by John Scully, grandson of Lord John Scully, where 
they lived for thirty-six years. For the next ten years they lived in 
their new home in San Jose. He belonged to the Salem Methodist 
Church, which he helped build and attended regularly. His wife pre- 
ceded him indeath, Marchl5, 1920. Hediedatthe age of eighty-three 
in 1925. Hewasthe father ofeleven children. The following are still 
living: Julius, Morriwtown, South Dakota; Emil, Manchester, Iowa; 
Louisa, Jacksonville, Illinois; Henry, Lakefield, Minnesota ; Mrs. 
Fred Wiggers, Beason, Illinois; Philip, Adolph, and Elizabeth, San 
Jose, Illinois. 


HENRY T. EYRSE 


Mr. and Mrs. Henry T. Eyrse were married January 1, 1891. 

Mrs. Eyrse was Clara Patterson. At the time of her marriage the 
Pattersons livednorthof Delavan; that spring they moved to San Jose 
and Mr. and Mrs. Eyrse moved to Natrona. Mr. Joseph Patterson 
was born in Hope, New Jersey, July 22, 1841. The children were 
Hattie, Lucy, Alice, Ed, Frank and Charles. Hattie was born in 1865. 
She taught school in the surrounding community and in the village, 
then ventured into the newspaper business with Warren Milby, later 
selling this business to John Eyrse. Hattie continued the newspaper 
business in Pekin. From there she entered the Government employ; 
this took her to Washington, D. C. in the Forestry Department, and 
later to Ogden, Utah in the same work. She was retired from Wash- 
ington, D.C. employ in 1934. She lived in San Jose fora number of 
years after retirement. Lucy Patterson was an excellent weaver of 
rag carpets and rugs; she assisted in many homes when she was 

needed; she died February ll, 1947. Alice Patterson lived at home, 

she passed away August 27, 1947. Ed Patterson followed farming, 
and went to Avoca, Iowa, where he married Cora Wilson inl1909. Soon 
he went into draying and ice delivery business, making the ice he 
sold. He died March 26, 1949. Soon after the Pattersons came to 
San Jose Frank passed away. Henry Eyrse and wife Clara had four 
children; Samuel, William, Mary Caroline, and Edwin. Mary Caro- 
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line Eyrse was born May 26, 1896. All of the Eyrse children were 
born in Natrona, then the family moved to Teheran and lived there 
until 1911. Samuel Eyrse left North Dakota in 1900 and settled in 
Charles City, lowa, thence to Minneapolis where he now resides. 
(1950) Heisanelectricianinthe schools there. Mary C. Eyrse lived 
in our midst until she married John L. Perce on July 23, 1925. They 
began lifein Middletown, Ill. They have four children: John Robert 
was born August 16, 1926 in Middletown; Walter Eugene (Deceased); 
Clara Elizabeth, born July 17, 1930 is a graduate of our own schools 
and is at present employed in Bloomington, Ill. Nettie Mae, born 
June ll, 1932 is a graduate of our high school, and at present is at 
home; she is inclined toward secretarial work. Henry is still in 
school, he was born on October 1, 1934. The John L. Perce family 
moved to San Jose, where Mrs. Perce had purchased a home some 
years before, in which her parents had lived. Mr. Perce is now in 
the employ of the Truman Woll Implement Co. 


Edwin Thomas Eyrse came to San Jose with the family in 1911, 
attended school and worked for W. G. Kelly. In due time Edwin 
started out in the hardware business, then branched out as a travel- 
ing salesman. Atpresentheisin Spencer, Iowa. He has been mar- 
ried twice and has one daughter, Vivian Genevieve Eyrse, who is 
about twenty-six years old. 


Henry Thomas Eyrse was born west of San Jose near the J. 
B. Bratt place on March 22, 1859. Uncle George Eyrse was born on 
what is now a Kelly farm two and one half miles north west of San 
Jose. Charlie, James and John were born in San Jose in the last 
house in the north part of town. Samuel G. Eyrse built the original 
house. 


Mrs. H. T. Eyrse, (Clara Patterson), was born December 
13, 1863. Mr. J. L. Perce worked in a green house in Irish Grove 
after moving to Murrayville when he married Mary Eyrse, the 
daughter of H. T. Eyrse. In 1942 this family moved to San Jose 
where the children have been educated in the schools and are now 
entering on life's work. Mr. Perce worked at the Cheese Factory 
which has since grown the Dairy Milk Delivery. Since 1914 he has 
been employed with Truman Woll Implement Co. 


Charles Eyrse married Charlotte Kidder. They engaged in 
farming in this vicinity for several years before going to Florida in 
1932, where both passedaway, she in1943, and he May 6, 1950. They 
lost a baby, Ruth, while living in Natrona. They raised a foster 
daughter Mildred. 
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JAMES EYRSE 


The Grandfather of James Eyrse came from Ireland many, 
many yearsago. His father came from Virginia in 1854, his mother 
was a Miss Cross who was born in Virginia and made this vicinity 
their permanent home. Samuel G. Eyrse was born June 3, 1830, 
Mary Jane Eyrse, hiswife, January 23, 1835, their children, Mattie 
Eyrse, born February 18, 1857; Marietta (Eyrse) Connett was born 
March 10, 1858; Henry Thomas was born March 22, 1859; George 
Eyrse was born August 4, 1870; Charles S. Eyrse was born June 2, 
1872; James Eyrse was born July 29, 1875; John L. Eyrwe was born 
April 18, 1877. 


Thomas Cross was born in Virginia. Elizabeth Cross was 
born February 25, 1816 in Virginia. This Elizabeth Cross was James 
grandmother. James Eyrse married Miss Kitty Connett in December 
18, 1900. She was born in 1880. There were three children born on 
the farm just north of the Ruple place. Elmer Earl Eyrse was born 
June 29, 1902, he married Pearl McGrady. Mable A. Eyrse was 
born October 16, 1904; Cecil F. Wesley Eyrse, born June 12, 1907, 
married Edith Parr on September 29, 1927. One time when these 
boys were not busy they took two colts, unbroken and tried to drive 
them on newlymade straw stacks. This didn't work so very well but 
the boys have laughed about it all their lives. The father did not ap- 
prove of this procedure when he caught them he called "Boys, it is 
time to pick the eggs." 


The house where Mr. and Mrs. James Eyrse now live (1950) 
was the original house of Nicholas Woll, the grandfather of Robert 
Woll, andthe bedroom to the northwest of the house was the home of 
the original store, and a blacksmith shop was to the south of this 


house. 


The Goodal schoolhouse about a mile north of the Village was 
used for religious purposes as well as for school. Mattie and Mollie 
Eyrse walked from their home to this schoolhouse to Sunday School 
and for Church services. 
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THE FAULKINS 
Sent in by Bernice Faulkin of Pekin 


John and Catherine Faulkin and their three children, the old-- 
est, John, a boy of eight, set out from Hage Marsh, Hanover, Ost 
Friesland, Germany in 1854, and after a hazardous ocean journey of 
thirteen weeks, reached America. 


Fortune smiled onthe small sailing vessel crowded with Amer - 
ican-bound travelers until it was becalmed in the Cuban waters and 
lay there for days with nota breathofair to swell a sail. The scorch- 
ing tropical sun beating down mercilessly by day and night brought 
hordes of vicious mosquitoes to torture those who sought relief on 
deck from the almost intolerable conditions in the sleeping quarters 
of the hold of the crowded boat. To add to the misery, food and drink- 
ing water became alarmingly low, and the passengers were put on 
strictest rations. During this time the infant daughter of the family 
contracted scarlet fever, died, and was buried at sea. 

Finally landing at New Orleans the family went by river boat 
to St. Louis and hence to Pekin. Four years later they moved toa 
farm west of Green Valley, and from there to the Logan County farm 
three miles east of San Jose, where they established a permanent 
home. Itwasthere that Mr. Faulkindied in 1882, and that their three 
children grew to adulthood and went on to make homes of their own. 
John, Anna and Martha were the three children: Ann became Mrs. 
Fred Gustoff and Martha became Mrs. Charles Wiemer. 


Older grandchildren recall the thrills and hardships of pion- 
eer days -- huge black snakes rearing their heads above the waving 
wheat. The abundance of wild game, deep drifted snow obliterated 
roads and hedges and crusted over to hold up team-drawn sleds which 
cut across the fields in a beeline to the village for food and supplies 
and to attend church services at the German (now Salem) church of 
which the family were loyal members. 


In additiontoher duties as a pioneer wife and mother, ''Grand- 
ma Faulkin'', as she was best known, was for many years active as a 
homeopathic physician and obstetricianin the early community. Many 
times she drove alone often at night -- overthe Illinois prairies and 
swamps, fording streams, with only trails to mark the way through 
the dust of summer and snow and mud of winter to bring comfort and 
help to those in trouble. 


After the death of her husband, she made her home with her 
son, John, who remained near San Jose all his life, leaving the farm 
in the 1890's, "Grandma Faulkin'' had the distinction that comes to 
but few -- of celebrating her one-hundredth birthday in November of 
1915, almost a year before her death. During her ''Century of Life", 
she had not only seen but contributed her part, in the development of 
a primitive settlement into a prospering community. 


JOHN FAULKIN 


John Faulkin, son of George and Catherine Faulkin, was born 
in Asens, Hanover, Germany, May 21, 1846. He came to the United 
States with his parents, with whom he always resided. He devoted 
much attention tothe raising of small grain. In 1868 he married Alta 


Hellmann, a native of Hanover, Germany, born August 29, 1849, who 
had come to this country with her parents when about six years old. 
Mr. and Mrs. Faulkinhave four children living; George, Henry, Louis 
andEmma. Mr. FaulkinwasaRepublicanand a member of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. 


ANDREW FEULNER 


Mr. Andrew Feulner born in Germany about 1875 came to 
America, settling near New Holland. Here he worked on a farm until 
he entered the hardware business. Later he came to San Jose em- 
barking in the hardware business for himself which he conducted for 
about twenty-five years. He married Ada Hullinger October 29, 1902. 
They had one son Harold who served in the Postal Department in 
World War II untilhe was honorably discharged. He is now employed 
at the Caterpillar Tractor Company in East Peoria, Illinois. 


GEORGE FOLKMAN 


Anna Potts was born in St. Francisville, Illinois, on August 
l2, 1872. She lost both parents when she was very small, and was 
cared for by a family in Laurenceville, Illinois. While living with 
them she became an active member of the Christian Church. Later 
she lived in Peoria with a sister, Mrs. Ella Wilcox. On March ae 
1892, she was unitedin marriage with George Folkman and two years 
later they moved to San Jose where she and her husband took prom- 
inent parts inpublicand civic activities. She was a charter member 
of the Royal Neighbors of America Camp No. 54. She was also a 
Pythian sister and at times filled all of the offices of both of these 
orders. She tookan active part in the work of the First Church Lad- 
ies Aid Society, serving asits President; also was active in Womens! 
Foreign Missions. While she had no children of her own, all child- 
ren around came to this home. She was ever Mothering some child 
and this leaves a memory of loving service. 


John Folkman, was born August 15, 1876 on a farm near Bish- 
op, Illinois. He married Miss Emma Gumbel, who passed away in 
August 1934. Their four children are Clayton of Canton, Carl of For- 
est City, Mrs. Ruby Smith of Manito, and Mrs. Vera Myers of San 
Jose; three brothers, Will of Forest City, George of San Jose and 
Louis of Detroit; and fifteen grandchildren. Mr. Folkman passed 
away at the age of 60. 


JOHN F,. FRYER 


One of the substantial business men in 1927 in San Jose, Illin- 
ois, J. F. Fryer, was endeavoring to advance the best interests of 
the community and Mason County while handling grain upon an exten- 
Sive scale. Now, in1950, although no longer battling the many prob- 
lems of a grain merchant, he is as keenly interested in every con- 
structive advancement that will add to the success and beauty of this 
home as he everwas. He was born at Portsmouth, Ohio, on Octob- 
er 31, 1857, a son of John H. Fryer, and grandson of Benjamin Fryer, 
a native of Scotland, who founded the fami lyin the United States when 
he located at Portsmouth, Ohio. After coming to this country he was 
married in the vicinity of Portsmouth to Miss Jefferson, and the fol- 
‘lowing children came to their home: J. H. Fryer; Benjamin, who 
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died in Andersonville Prison, while a Union soldier during the war 
between the States; Asbury Walker, who was a tanner by trade, but 
later in life became Judge of the Court of Lewis County, Kentucky; 
and another son anddaughter, both of whom passed away in infancy. 


John F. Fryer, Sr. was bornnear Portsmouth, Ohio, in 1816. 
He learned the carpenter's trade and worked at it for a number of 
years, becoming a contractor. Later in life he bought a farm near 
San Jose, andhis death occurred here in January, 1889. Politically 
he always votedthe Republican ticket after that party was organized. 
In church affiliations, he was long amember of the Methodist Church. 
In 1865 the Fryer family moved to Lincoln, Illinois and our John 
Fryer came to San Jose from that nearby place in 1888, since which 
time he has been closely identified with our history, growth and de- 
velopment. When he came to San Jose he entered into partnership 
with an Uncle, Isiah Thomas, in the grain business. Mr. Fryer took 
charge, leaving his partner free to give his attention to a private 
banking business he wasthen operating. Later Mr. Fryer bought the 
grain business of Warren Armington, butthat elevator was destroyed 
by fire in 1901. The same year the new elevator was built, by Mr. 
Fryer, with a capacity of 30,000 bushels. Years crept on but Mr. 
Fryer was ever at his post, millions of bushels of grain have been 
handled by him. His policy was ever to carry on his business ona 
cash basis. In 1901, Mr. G. F. Smith became his partner, and for 
four years these men worked together, then Mr. Fryer bought Mr. 
Smith'sinterest. Since thattimehe continued alone as long as it was 
advisable for him to remain in active work. (This being 1950, Mr. 
Fryer will be 93 yearsold in October). From the time he became a 
part of this community he has been interested in and connected with 
some of the most constructive work of the neighborhood, served his 
time as school director and one of the village trustees, was a great 
help when the board wasinstalling the water system. He was made 
a Mason at Heyworth, he demitted to San Jose Lodge, of which he is 
a past master, has been advanced through the chapter at Delavan, 
Ill., the Commandery at Havana, IIl., and the Consistory and Shrine 
at Peoria, Ill. He was deeply interested in assisting all local drives 
undertaken during the late wars, ever promoting the welfare of the 
community. His first presidential ballot was cast for James G. 
Blaine. Mr. Fryer has continued a Republican; has been a delegate 
to local and other conventions of his party, and was a member of the 
state convention that nominated Frank O. Lowder for Governor. 


On January 9, 1884, John Frank Fryer married at Heyworth, 
Illinois, to Effie E. Cope, born near Bellefontaine, Ohio, on July 4, 
1859 and she died on July 3l, 1923. Mrs. Fryer acquired a liberal 
education, was one of three children, her brothers, Barnett and Chas. 
Cope, bothof whom were olderthanMrs. Fryer. The following child- 
ren cametoMr. and Mrs. Fryer: Edna, who lives at Pasco, Wash- 
ington, the wife of George A. Johnson; Paul G., who engaged in the 
grain business in Galesburg, Illinois, and who married Bertha Mc 
Cullough, no issue; and Claudia who lives in Kenosha, Wisconsin, the 
wife of Kenneth Reed, they have two sons, John and Larue Reed. 
(Now these sons have children about whom we will speak later. ) 


In additiontohis grain business, Mr. Fryer had several other 
interests, whs president of the Forest City Telephone Company, and 
a stockholder in the San Jose State Bank, which he helped organize. 
He ever had great faith in this locality, and proved it by investing in 
local enterprises and exerting every effort possible in promoting 
their development. 
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CLAY FULLERTON 


Clay Fullerton was a brother of Sarah Ann Harris. The three 
children: Ollie LeSourd of Mason City; Cora, married Ed Langley 
of Natrona, now lives in Wesco, Texas and Walter, who passed away 
in 1949. Clay Fullerton was of a patriotic nature, although too young 
he enlistedinthe Civil War and served to its close. His brother Ben 
was killedat the age of 21 in 1860 under Major Ben Harrison and was 
wounded at Culps Farm. Also a brother Samuel served in the war. 
William Fullerton was killed in a sawmill at the age of 19. 


GEORGE FURRER 


George Furrer, son of George and Margaret Furrer of Easton 
and Vera Hurley daughter of James and Emily Riggs Hurley were 
married January 26, 1910. They settled on the old Hurley homestead 
four miles west of Mason City, where Margaret and Marjorie were 
born. They bought their farm from Ike Diekhoff. Kenneth was born 
after the family moved to San Jose. The Furrer family is known for 
their generosity, kindness, and good works. Margaret married Oscar 
Hoeft and they have two sons, Jerry and Jimmy. Marjorie and Clar- 
ence Schmidt have two daughters; Vera Margaret and Karen. Kenneth 
married Mae Ambuehl of Springfield, Illinois on June oe 
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JESSE GIBSON 


Mr. Jesse Gibson is the son of Mr. James and Barbara Eliz- 
abeth (Benninger) Gibson. Mr. James Gibson came from Woodford, 
was born September 5, 1865 anddied January 27, 1930. Mrs. Gibson 
was born in 1866 anddied January ll, 1944. Jesse Gibson began as a 
thresher, etc., movedmany ofthe houses in and around the vicinity. 
In 1929 he became crippled from arthritis and has been bedfast since 
1943. He was Janitor of the church for seven years. Mrs. Jesse 
Gibson was Ruby Singley, daughter of Jerry and Martha Davison 
Singley. John D. Rockefellow was a distant relative of Martha Dav- 
ison Singley. Ruby was born in Mason County, Illinois, in December 
22, 1890, married Jesse and then came to San Jose to live. 


They have the following children: Donald, who lives in Min- 
nesota, is interestedin garage and repair work married Helen Wells 
January ll, 1931, and they have four sons, Donald Jr. born November 
ZZ, 1931, Kenneth born August 29, 1934, Merle born July 29, 1938, 
and James born September 2Zl, 1941; Opal, married Zenas Smiley, 
has one son James Ray Smiley; Zelma married Roy Detmers of Del- 
avan in 1935, their three children are: Wayne born in January 2, 
1936, Wilma born July 3l, 1937, and Sonita born November l, 1948. 


ELMER GILES 


Elmer Giles spent the most of his life around Delavan and 
San Jose. He was born on what is now called the Frazee farm south 
of Green Valley. When a young man, Mr. Giles moved to the hill 
north of Delavan where George Phillips lived. He farmed that place 
for several years then he moved to San Jose where he lived until his 
death. Mr. Giles was an active member of the Baptist Church, unit- 
ing withthemin February 1889. He was the first president of the Bap- 
tist Young People's Union. And after fifty years of service as deacon 
he became an honorary deacon. 


Mr. Giles's farming specialty was the hard task of husking 
corn and in one season husked 4,000 bushels in thirty-seven days. 
The Delavan Paper dated October 23, 1895 states that Elmer E. Giles 
husked and cribbed 155 bushels of corn. He began at 6 A.M. and had 
the corn in the crib and the horses in the stable before 6 P.M. Mr. 
Giles was well liked by all who knew him and held in high esteem. 


CARL GILMORE 


Mr. Carl R. Gilmore was born near Kilbourne, Illinois on 
February 27, 1909. He is the eldest of six children, born to Grover 
and Maude Cooper Gilmore. His parents moved to San Jose while he 
was small and he has spent nearly all of his life in this community. 
He is now in business here in the Gilmore Service Co. and does el- 
ectrical, radio, refrigeration, heating and plumbing work. They have 
lived here in the west edge of San Jose for 13 years in a home they 
purchased from the Magel Bros., but are now building a new home on 
the east side of town on lots purchased from Mr. Wm. Hullinger. 


Gertrude (Codgal) Gilmore is the youngest of four children 
born to J. W. Cogdal and Mary (Farmer) Cogdal. She was born on 
a farm near Hopedale where Gertrude grew to womanhood. She mar- 
ried CarlGilmoreon June 18, 1931 and they have spent their married 
life in San Jose. They have three children, all in school at the pre- 
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sent time: Wayne M. Gilmore born April 26, 1933; C. Richard Gil- 
more born June 22, 1938; Nancy C. Gilmore Born December 3, 1943. 


The old printing office of Chester Curtis, that stood on the 
corner where the War Memorial now is, was purchased and moved by 
Carl Gilmore and his brother Earl in 1936. It was placed along the 
"hard road'' and converted into a gas station and lunch room. 


EARL GILMORE 


EarlGilmore is the sonof Grover and Maude Cooper Gilmore. 
Earl has lived in San Jose nearly all of his life. In June 13, 1936 he 
married Helen Weir of Delavan at Watseka, Illinois. Helen is the 
daughter of J. A. and Alice (St. Clair) Weir. Mr. Weir came from 
Salem, Ind. and Mrs. Weir from West Salem, Ill. Mr. and Mrs. 
Earl Gilmore have lived here since their marriage. They have three 
children, Earl Wayne, Jr. born August 8, 1937; Patricia Ann born 
August 14, 1941; and Barbara Jean born on January ll, 1946. Mrs. 
Earl Gilmore has two brothers. 


GROVER GILMORE 


Grover Gilmore of Kilbourne married Maude Cooper of Mason 
City at Havana, Illinois, March 25, 1908. Mrs. Gilmore taught 
school near Kilbourne for several years before her marriage. They 
have five children: Carl, Earl, Mrs. Ruth Jones, San Jose; Mrs. 
Bernice Costa, Emden; and Robert of Normal, Illinois. They have 
lived in and around San Jose most of their life. 


DAVID GLOCK 


David Glock was born June 20, 1882, son of John Glock from 
Nebraska and Bertha Rice from Denver, Colorado. He had a brother 
William born in 1884. David Glock married Lydia Gruensfelder on 
December 14, 1910. Sheisthe daughter of Philip and Mary (Fischer) 
Gruensfelder. Lydiahad five brothers and three sisters; John, born 
in 1873; Tena born in 1874, Henry born in 1876; Charles born in 1878; 
Phillip bornin 1881; Katherine born in 1880; Paulina born in 1885; and 
Louis born in 1887. Phillip died in 1920 and Charles in 1950. John 
is at home in Tremont; Tena lives in San Jose; Henry is deceased; 
Katherine never married, lives in Peoria; Paulina married Julius 
Englehorn and they live in South Dakota and they have three children; 
Paul, Luther, and Thelma, all married and have children; also live 
in South Dakota. Louis married Anna Smith, daughter of Henry and 
Tena Bockwitz Smith. David and Lydia have three sons, Marvin born 
in 1913; Loren Philip born in 1917; Milton John born in i9z ies All are 
married now andallthree were in the service. Marvin married Ruth 
Snell of Auburn, they have two girls, Carol Ann, born in 1946 and 
Sandra Kay, born in 1949, and they live in Ithaca, N. Y. where he is 
a professor at Cornell. Loren married Irma Meyer of Manito, ILL. 
They live in Peoria and have two daughters, Judith, born in Decem- 
ber 19, 1943, and Barbara Lynn, born on June 3, 1947. Milton mar- 
ried Velma Durdle of San Jose, they live on the homestead near San 
Jose and have one son, Robert Lee. 
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GRAFFIS FAMILY 


A Graffis family lived here also, the children Jake, Runyon, 
Will, Levi, Mary and Minnie. Minnie is living in California. John 
Brunkhorstmarried Miss Harnake. Their adopted daughter is mar- 
ried, livingnear Havana. Mr. Fred Webbenau moved to Iowa. Mr. 
and Mrs. Shannon lived on a farm east of Natrona, the children we 
recall are Tom, Jack. Jackdiedatthe age of 81, in Delavan in 1949, 
and he left two daughters and one son. Malinda Houchin (daughter of 
Jackson Houchin) married Henry Kirtley. 


Their childrenare Bessie, Harryand Frank. Frank is living 
in Warsaw, Ind. He never married. Bessie became Mrs. Writh. 
They live in Los Angeles. Their son and his mother live together. 
Mr. Kirtley passed away when Frank was six years old. His mother 
about 1892, married John Barnett, a widower with three children, 
Loren, Floydand Cora. Loren, deceased; Cora became Mrs. Arthur 
Rose and lives in Peoria, has two children, now living, Everett and 
Edna. Edna is married and has a son and daughter. Mr. and Mrs. 
John Barnett have five children. Jack married. He was shot and 
Surviving are his wife and two daughters. This family lives in Cal- 
ifornia. Earl Barnett was drowned about 1947; Edna Barnett Elston 
lives in Rockford. Their five children are allmarried but one. Grace 
Barnett Wright of Peoria has a son Donnie Joe. In 1914, Ethel Bar- 
nett married Dwight Smithof Easton, Ill. They had a son, a daughter 
(deceased 1943). The father passed away in 1944. Mrs. Smith lives 
with her son in Peoria. The son, Durward (''Bussie'')Smith is with 
the Railway Express. 


GUY H. GREEN 
CONTRIBUTED 


Mr. Guy H. Green is the son of O. B. Green (who is 84 years 
old), and Margaret Elizabeth (Rosen) Green, andcamefrom St. Dav- 
id, Fulton County. Mr.and Mrs. G.H. Greenwere married at Top- 
eka on December 8, 1908. Mrs. Greenwas Augusta Mae Schappaugh, 
daughter of Johathan Edwardand Mariella (Seeley) Schappaugh. They 
have lived in San Jose since 19ILI. 


Mr. Green was born January ll, 1886, and was a blacksmith 
but now is a carpenter. They have the following children and grand- 
children: Harold, born in 1910, married Emma Hartlip, their child- 
ren are Beverly, born March 22, 1941 and Warren, born January 3, 
1947; Virginia Marie Green, born September 3, 1917, married Julian 
Watson Roots on November 6, 1935, their children are Lola, Esther 
Mervin, LaRue, Neva, Leverne, Loretta Evelyn, Wilbur and Jerry, 
- they live on a farm southeast of Pekin; Carl Raymond Green born 
June 24, 1920, married Ernestine Cox, their children are Charles 
Russell, Jerry, Kathy Lou, and Caroline Marie; they livein Plymouth, 
Indiana. All of the children of Guy H. Green attended the San Jose 
schools, and are members of the First Methodist Church. Harold 
attended Wesleyan, and he and his family now live in San Jose. 


123 


HAROLD GREEN 
SUBMITTED 


Mr. Harold Green is the son of Guy and Augusta (Schappaugh) 
Green from Forest City. About 1909, they moved to San Jose from 
Harness. Mr. Harold Green born August 30, 1910, married Miss 
Emma Hartlip, who was born January 24, 1917. She is the daughter 
of Wm. Hartlipand Tessa(Meenen) Hartlipof Wapella, Illinois. The 
daughter, Beverly, was born March 22, 1941; the son Warren was 
born January 3, 1948. Mr. and Mrs. Green and family live in San 
Jose, and he is employed at the Caterpillar plant of Peoria. 


JOHN GRUENSFELDER 
Submitted by Malina Kriegsman (1950) 


My grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. John Gruensfelder, moved 
with their family to San Jose in the year of 1873. Their family con- 
sisted of Phillip, Christina, Elizabeth, Mrs. Michael Adolph, Mrs. 
Casper Andies and Mrs. J. Kriegsman. Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
Adolph's family consisted of Tena, who married Gustav Sweiger at 
San Jose; Kate Adolph never married; Pauline married to Rev. Zim- 
merman; Philip to Belta Buss; Louis to Emma Spaits; Henry to Meta 
Koeneke; Agnes Adolph never married; and Eva married Herman 
Barkmeier; Lydia was born later at San Jose. Mr. and Mrs. Casper 
Andies family was: John, who later moved to Nebraska and married 
Sophie Kahle and then moved to Alta Vista, Kansas, Mrs. Kahle is 
still living; Agnes went from San Joseto Nebraska and married Hen- 
ry Kahle, Sophie's brother, and they moved to Alta Vista, Kansas 
also; and Agnes is still living; Philip Andies married in Alta Vista 
and Elizabeth married. Mrs. Mary (Gruensfelder) Andies died in 
San Jose and Mr. Casper Andies married a Mrs. Behrends from Em- 
den and they moved to Alta Vista, where there is quite a large set- 
tlement of their ancestors. Mrs. John Kriegsman was Catherine 
Gruensfelder and she and her family moved to Pekin. Their family 
consisted of: John, who became a coach builder. My father taught 
him the cabinet trade and he went to Kansas City and married Lydia 
Mendick. They had two daughters, Mattie and Nellie, who married 
two brothers; Henryand Burr Phillips. Nellie, Mrs. Burr Phillips, 
is still living in Springfield, Missouri, where her father was trans- 
ferred to build new shops. Thenhe sent for his brother and after the 
big railroad strike in 1903, John quit the railroad and ran a grocery 
store. Ed moved to Pittsburg, Kansas, wherehe married Lissa Kent 
they have three daughters, May, now Mrs. Everett Stange; Ruth, now 
Mrs. Jason Way and Helen, at home in Pittsburg, teaching in the 
Kansas State College, there. All of them are still living. Mary 
Kriegsman married Adam Eberle at San Jose. Their children were 
Anna, Clara (deceased), and Lydia who married Carl Schurtz and 
they live in Lancaster, Ohio. They have two daughters, Ruth, whois 
Mrs. Howard Lowe, and Mary, living with her Mother. Philip mar- 
ried Emma Tapping in Pekin and has four children; Arthur, John, 
Florence and Zillah. The girls are home with their father (1950). 
Arthur Kriegsman married Jesse Freitag from Minier, Illinois. 
John Kriegsmanmarried Junita Martins from We ldon, Illinois. There 
are grandchildren. Katherine Kriegsman deceased; Malinda is still 
living in Pekin at 702 North Fourth St.; Louis, deceased; Louis and 
Malinda were born in San Jose. Philip Gruensfelder married at San 
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Jose to Mary Sweitzer. Christina Gruensfelder married Phillip 
Adolph, a cousin of Henry and Louis Adolph. Elizabeth married Carl 
Voegel, they had one son, Edward, a teacher in Washington, D. C. 


None of the Adolph family are living except in-laws, the Mrs. 
Henry Adolph and Herman Barkmeier. The reason our folks left 
Pekin andmovedto San Jose was thatthey sawthe good farm country. 
They were all farmers except my father, John Kriegsman. Our San 
Jose home was where the lumber yard office now stands. We lived 
in San Jose thirteen years. My father was a cabinet maker and car- 
penter. He followedthat trade there and we also had the undertaking 
business. This business, my father sold to Mr. Paas, when we re-- 
turned to Pekin. I hadfour brothers and they were not farmers. Ed 
and Johnhad to gowest to get work, therefore my Mother thought we 
should go to the city where the boys could find work. 


When Grandpa's family moved to San Jose they helped organ- 
ize a church which was the German Methodist church for a long while, 
but now called the Salem Church. Mr. John Koch, a local preacher, 
came to San Jose and organized the church. 


PHILIP GRUENSFELDER 


There were nine of Philip Gruensfelder's children: John, Tena 
Henry, Charlie, Philip, Katherine, Paulina, Lydia and Louis. John 
Gruensfelder married Anna Smith, they had one child (deceased). 
Henry Gruensfelder married Miss Emma Koeneke, they had two child- 
ren, William and Melvin, both married. Charles Gruensfelder was 
married twice, the first time to Lizzie Ringland, they had no issue; 
the second wife and he lived in Terre Haute, Indiana, they had no 
children. Hedied in July of 1950. Philip Gruensfelder married Lena 
Ringland (a sister of Lizzie) and they had two children, Dorothy, and 
the baby died. For his second wife Philip married Ivabelle Palmer. 
There were three children; Palmer, Miles and Mary Ann, who are 
living in Arizona. Katherine Gruensfelder is a practical nurse in 
Peoria. Paulinamarried Julius Englehorn and they have three child- 
ren and live in Morristown, North Dakota. 


THE GUINTHER FAMILY 


The father passed away in Germany, the mother brought two 
sons, Carl and John to America. Carl married Senna Brauer, they 
had three sons; George, Elmer, and Edward, now ofiSt. 2 LORS... Gar 
becamea Ministerin the German Conference, was stationed at Golden 
City, Baldwin and St. Louisin Central Illinois. John married Amelia 
Ammen of Peoria. John was killed in field of duty as night watchman 


in San Jose. 


OTTO GUINTHER 


Mr. Guinther was born in 1856, Mrs. Guinther in 1862. They 
were married in 1885, in Chris Neuman's home. A son, Rudolph 
Theodore Guinther, was bornand lived to the age of 23, and was bur- 
ied in Pike Co. They farmed all of their lives, some of the time in 
Pike Co., but farming was difficult because of too much water. They 
have lived in San Jose about seven years, Mr. and Mrs. Guinther 
both came from Germany. They were weeks crossing the Atlantic, 
finally landed at Hoboken, N. Y. and later came to Peoria. 


P25 


(ADAM) GUMBEL 


(Condensed from Page 393 of biographical record of Tazewell and 
Mason Counties) 


Adam Gumbel was an agriculturist of Forest City, township 
of Mason County. He was the son of Charles Gumbel, who was born 
in Hesse-Cassel, Germany, in 1812, and there followed blacksmith- 
ing and farming. He marriedin Germany to Miss Sabina Ritter, who 
passed away there. Mrs. Sabina Gumbel became the mother of eight 
children: Ernest, in Warsaw, Illinois; Elizabeth, who married Rev. 
George Himmel and lived in Forest City; John, who lived in Manito 
township; and Adam, the youngest -- (heading, above.) 


Charles Gumbel married a second time, to Catherine Deisher, 
and had four children, all deceased. They came to America in 1850 
and located on a farm. 


Adam Gumbel was born November 7, 1840, in Hesse-Cassell, 
Germany, and was nine years old when he came to America with his 
parents. Whentwenty-six years of age, he took charge of his father's 
farm. He married Miss Christina Stein, the daughter of Conrad Stein. 
She died in 1875. The next year, Mr. Adam Gumbel married Miss 
Matilda Bruning, the daughter of Garret Bruning. She was born May, 
22, 1851, and became the mother of six children. 


The Ernest Frank Gumbel mentioned above was the grand- 
father of the Gumbel family who came to San Jose. Ernest Gumbel 
was married to Angelica Munn. The children born to them were: 
Carl Henry, George, William, Adam, Anna, Lillian, and Kathryn. 
Anna is Anna Gumbel, living in Warsaw, Illinois. She will be 83 
years old on July 3, 1951. Carl Henry was married to Ada Rogers. 
To them were born Alice, Luella, Edna, Georgiana, Vrylina, Carl 
Henry, Roy, and Gertrude. Gertrude was the only one of the Gumbel 
whowas bornin San Jose. Allie Gumbel became Mrs. John Lux, and 
her daughter married Ed Sellers, now living in Sycamore, Illinois. 
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MISS WARDA HALE AND RICHARD HALE (SUBMITTED) 


Mr. Leaman, from near Beardstown, married Mary Thomp- 
son, whose mother was a Beard for which family Beardstown was 
named. The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Leaman, Bertha, married 
Charles Hale of Virden, Illinois about 1882. 


Their five children were: Minaborn1887, became Mrs. Conk- 
lin and had four children; Carrie born 189l, married Fred Fox and now 
lives in East St. Louis; Warda Hale born 1893, has been a teacher in 
Mason County schools for thirty-seven years, and she andher brother 
Richard, live in San Jose. Anna Hale married Charles Davis of Kil- 
bourne and is now living in Chicago, and they have three children. 


Richard Hale lost the sight of an eye through injury while in 
fifth grade at school, andthe loss of balance and co-ordination caused 
a brain tumor. He has overcome much of his handicap by mastering 
the Braille system, and alsohas done beautiful workinmaking leather 
articles, such as belta, pocketbooks, billfolds, etc. 


The four Conklin children living in 1950 are -- Marie, who 
became Mrs. Harold Widdows, whose children are Patricia born 
1932, Robert born 1935, and Ronald born 1947, andthey live in Peoria. 
Harriet Conklin became Mrs. Fred Brownof Chicago. Their children 
are Fred Eugene born 1928, JoAnn born 1931, David born 1936, Frank- 
lin born 1938. Howard Conklin, born in 1910, has one son James III 
in Chicago, Dorothy Conklin, born19l4, became Mrs. Edward Meyer 
of Chicago, and has one son Richard born 1943. 


Mr. Luke Hale came from Ireland whena young man, married 
Miss Sussana Macklin, was wounded in the Civil War and died. He 
left five children - Charles, the youngest was about three when his 
father died. He became a newspaper man and printer, and worked 
on the Illinois State Register, Springfield for years; Anabecame Mrs. 
John Whalen; Ellen, Mrs. Valentine Davis; Catherine, Mrs. Steve 
Way; Will Hale, an editor, lived in New Berlin, Illinois, married and 
had three sons, Louis, Frank, and Harold. 


JAMES HANDKE 


Miss Jean A. Faulkner, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. E. 
Faulkner of Warrensville, Illinois, became the bride of James H. 
Handke of San Jose on July 3l, 1949. Mr. James H. Handke is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred D. Handke of San Jose. Mrs. Handkehas 
taught commercial subjects in the San Jose Community High School. 
They live on the Dwight Zimmerman farm. 


FLOYD HANSON 


Mr. andMrs, Floyd Hanson (Berniece Nelson of Cadott, Wis- 
consin) came to San Jose from Mendota in 1941, when Mr. Hanson 
took over the cheese factory. They have threedaughters: Marlene, 
who has finished one year at Western at Macomb; Rosemary, who 
graduated from High School in 1950; and Nancy, who has finished the 
seventh grade. They are members of the First M. E. Church. 
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LOREN HARDY 
(Contributed by Mrs. Hardy) 


It was on the first day of August in the year of 1937 that the 
Loren Hardy family, Loren, Elizabeth Ann and my:elf migrated from 
the southern part of the state to San Jose, Illinois. Our sole possess- 
ions consisted of our clothing, Elizabeth's bed and highchair and each 
other. The two pieces of furniture, migrant fashion, were tied se- 
curely to the two bumpers of the car, the highchair in front. 


We stopped at a restaurant in Springfield for a lunch at noon. 
We picked up a newspaper while there and discovered the San Jose 
news items which we read with great interest, and decided we must 
be getting close to home. Weturned offthe highway at Emden, as the 
route 119 did not run through San Jose at that time, and drove to what 
seemed to be miles and miles of gravel road. I felthemmedinon all 
sides by field after field of tall corn, and kept telling Loren that I 
just knew we had to be lost. But, fortunately, he knew where he was 
headed and took us there. Before too many more miles, he pulled up 
into a farm yard and stopped. It was the Fred Zimmerman farm. 
Mr. Zimmerman was a member ofthe school board that hired my hus - 
band to teach agriculture in the San Jose Community High School. 
Loren had had a letter from Mr. Zimmerman which said, ''There 
are no houses to rent, Loren, but when you get ready come on up and 
we will find something.'' So here we were. 


The first evening we accepted the Zimmerman hospitality and 
the next morning started out looking. Mr. Zimmerman was quite 
right, there were no houses for rent and it seemed to be a matter of 
who could be talked into taking us in. It fell the lot of John Fryer. 
We lived with Mr. Fryer the first winter and in the early summer we 
did get a house and bought a few pieces of furniture and set up house- 
keeping. That was thirteen years ago and yet seemsas ifit were only 
yesterday. Many things have happened, among them an addition was 
made to the family four years ago in April when Lindawasborn. We 
have acquired a closeness to the community. It has been a gradual 
process, but the closeness is of a lasting kind. 


Loren, Elizabeth Ann and I were born in Jackson County, 
Illinois. Linda was born in Peoria. Both of my parents and both of 
my husband's parents were born in Jackson County also. So you see 
we are a product of Illinois, 
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Mr. & Mrs: Ehme Harms 


Ehme Harms, son of Nanke Harms, was bornin 1882 and lived 
southwest of Emden. Martha L. Harms was born in 1886, the daughter 
of Samuel and Ida Yontz. They were married Feb. 13, 1908 in the 
bride's home and then moved southeast of San Jose on his father's 
farm. They had two infant sons, who died at birth. Theyarechurch 
Board members and earnest workers in the First Methodist Church, 


San Jose. 
NANKE HARMS 
Nanke Harms, a leading influential farmer on Section 2, 


Prairie Creek Township, was bornin Germany 4-11 -1844 andwas one, 
of the five children of Harm and Tina (Rademaker) Harms who were 
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also natives of Germany and came to America about 1872. He died 
in Emden in 1884. Mrs. Harms lived to be 85 years old. The child- 
ren: Nanke; Franke, wife of H. Klokkenga; Matilda, wife of George 
Klokkenga; and Katie, wife of John Conrade of Missouri. 


Nanke Harms serveda year andahalfinGermany as a soldier. 
Early he learned the carpenter's trade. At the age of twenty-two he 
crossed the ocean and settled in Logan County. Herented a room in 
a farm home and worked at the carpenter's trade. Nearly all the 
first houses on Scully land were built by him. In 1895 he located on 
Sec. 2, Prairie Creek Township. As a farmer he met with splendid 
success, while his adventures in stock raising were equally success- 
ful. 


In the fatherlandhemarried Miss Ella Albers, and six child- 
ren were their treasures: Harm, who married Anna Dirks and is 
living upon a part ofhis father's farm; Giek who wed Mary Rademaker; 
Klass who married Anna Arnold; Tina whomarried John Dirks; Katie 
who married Ullie N. Rademaker and Ehme who married Martha 
Yontz. Mrs. Nanke Harms died in March, 1885. Mr. Harms later 
married Miss Hannah Mattheesen. They had two children, Christina 
and William. Mr. Harms was democratic to the core after natural- 
ization. He served as school director, as County Commissioner for 
several terms and as assessor. When he arrived in Logan County he 
had but ten dollars but his inductry, his Saving and his success in 
tilling the soil met with prosperity. 


REV. FRANK M. HARRY 


The Rev. Frank M. Harry served the First M. E. Church in 
San Jose from 1909 to 1912. He has a son, O. Francis Harry, of 
Springfield, and daughters Mrs. Allen Applegate (Helen) of Atlanta; 
Mrs. L. W. Moore (Ruth) of Bloomington; Mrs. George Mellon (Lois) 
of Mazon and Grandchildren Ruth Emily Applegate, Robert L. Moore 
and George E. Mellon, Jr. 


Rev. Mr. Harry went into Army Y.M.C.A. work in February 
1918. He reached France in December a few weeks after the Armis- 
tice. He was assigned to the 77th Division for the first month and 
when that started for home, he wentto the First Army Headquarters 
for six weeks, after which he was assigned totake up the work of Rev. 
George S. Sutton, another former Bloomingtonman. Mr. Sutton had 
beenill and was obligedto give upthe work. Mr. Harry's last assign- 
ment was at St. Aignan, the great debarkation camp for American 
forces, It was from here he embarked for home. 


One day Mr. Harry had to buy a pair of leather lacings for 
his boots and because the woman saw he had to have them, she charged 
him ten francs, about two dollars in our money, this being about ten 
times their actual worth. Mr. Harry found life in France different 
compared to our standards; one seldom finds steam heat; elevators 
are ararity and the railroad trains were not like those to which we 
are accustomed in America. 


The Rev. Frank M. Harry died in Champaign in 1925, at the 
age of 60 years. 
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JAMES HARRIS 


James William Harris wasthe son of Sara Ann Fullerton Har- 
ris and Robert Harris and was born in Wisconsin in 1854, a few years 
later coming toSan Jose, Illinois with his parents. His grandparents 
and uncles moved from Boundbrook, New Jersey, where they were 
cabinet makers and hatters and they built one of the first log cabins 
where the city of Cincinnati, Ohio, is located. From there they went 
to Wisconsin. Laterhis father, Robert, and Uncles James and Tommy 
came to San Jose where they resided until their deaths. 


In 1886, James Harris and Jane Wilkins weremarried. Jane 
was the daughter of William and Margaret Wilkins of Delavan. They 
moved to a farm north of San Jose where they resided until their 
deaths. They were the parents of three daughters; Margaret Ellen 
who is the wife of Marvin Yontz of San Jose; Mabel Luella, wife of 
George Classen of Delavan, and Clara Mae Harris of Peoria. Mrs. 
Harris passed away in1897. Mr. Harris latermarried Dena Zimmer, 
daughter of Bertha and Wert Zimmer. To this union two sons were 
born; James Elmer, whose wife was Edith Lipnik of Pekin, who now 
resides in San Jose, and Robert Louis, whose wife was Elsie Le 
Grange of Peoria. She passed away severalyears later and his mo- 
ther, Mrs. Dena Harris, now resides with him in Peoria, Ill. 


Mr. James Harris was always a progressive farmer and in- 
terested inthe welfare ofthe community. He passed away at his home 
north of San Jose, in 1922. 


JOHN H. HARRIS 


John H. Harris was born in Beedford, Westchester County, 
New York 10-30-1792, the son of Ezekial and Elizabeth Harris. He 
was apprenticed to a hatter and learned that trade in Charleston, 
South Carolina. Whenhe was twenty-one years of age, he began work 
with his brother and worked two years. The War of 1812 broke up the 
brothers' business. The year 1815 wasaneventful year for him as he 
united with the Baptist Church. On 12-2-1815, he married Miss Cath- 
erine Montross. He was a hatter in New York City until he came to 
Illinois. He, in connection with Josiah James, formed a colony of 
about forty families and in 1835cametolllinois, settling at Tremont. 
Mrs. Harris died in 1839. By a second marriage to Miss Sarah F. 
Holder, he had one son, William H. Harris. 


DR. DEAN A. HAUTER 


Dr. Hauter is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Ben S. Hauter of Mor- 
ton, Ill. He is a graduate of the University of Illinois College School 
of Medicine and he interned at St. Francis Hospitalin Peoria. He 
came to San Jose 9-13-1948. Mrs. Hauter is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Doering, Jr., of East Peoria. She isa graduate of East Peoria 
schools and State Normalof Normal, Illinois. She taught Home Econ- 
omics in Morton High School. 


Dr. and Mrs. Hauter have one daughter, Sallie Doering Hauter. 


Dr. Hauter is a physician and surgeon and is very successful 
in the community practice. 
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WM. GENTRY HAYDEN 


Mr. Wm. G. Hayden is the son of Thomas Hayden and Sarah 
Green from Kentucky. They were married 6-9-1921 and have lived 
around and in San Jose ever since. 


They have two sons: William, born 10-28-1926 who married 
Virginia Olsen from Yorkville, Illinois and he was employed by W. G. 
Kelly for severalyears; Leroy, born 5-17-30, whoworks for Truman 
Woll in the Sales and Service Department of hisimplement business. 


Mrs. Wm. G. Haydenis the daughter of John and Maude (Potts) 
Hayden, of Herrick, Illinois. 


TRAVIS HAZZARD 


Mr. and Mrs. Travis Hazzard came from Kentucky nearly 
thirty years ago, They married 8-7-1917. She was Leona (Gilpen). 
Mr. Travis Hazzard was the son of Thomas and Betty (Banks) Haz- 
Zand, 


Betty Lee was born 8-29-1919; Oscar Hazzard 8-28-1921; For- 
rest Earl 11-28-1925; Wm. Rogert 5-18-1929. Betty Lee married 
Jack Bernard Troxell from Iowa in 1941. They have three children: 
Jack Byron Troxell, born 2-7-1942; Joe Ellen, born 7-16-1946, and 
Trudy, born Il-1l-1949,. Wm. Robert Hazzard is working on his de- 
gree and teaching two subjects. He married Marian J. Sullens in 
November, 1949, and they live in Normal. Oscar Hazzard married 
Edith Mae Tide who is a Captain in the U. S. Air Force. Heisa 
Warrant Officer in the war at Chanute Field and they live in Cham- 
paign. Forest Hazzard is a teacher and student at the University of 
Illinois. He teaches two subjects andis working on his Master's de- 
gree. He married Valerie Goldfinger of Chicago, Illinois, He has 
accepted a position in the University at Honolulu, Hawaii. 


ADOLPH HEITZMAN 


Adolph Heitzmancame from Germany to America in his early 
teens. He worked on a farm near Pekin, later coming to San Jose, 
Here he met and married Mary Wahl in 1882. They had four sons: 
John, Charles, Fred, and George. When she was two years of age 
Amanda Williams was brought to the Heitzman home, where che was 
reared as a sisterto the family of boys. John married Eleanor Kra- 
mer, and they had three sons, Milton, Carroll, and Raymond. Mil- 
ton married Rosaline Munro, and they had a daughter, Julia, anda 
son, John. Carroll married Mary Hanafin, and they had two sons, 
Patrick John, and Frank, and a baby girl. Raymond married Leona 
Till, and they have two daughters, Joyce and Peggy. Charles mar- 
ried Elizabeth Hilbert, and they have a daughter Irmaand a son Eldon. 
Irma married Richard Slotter, and they have a daughter Marilyn. 
Eldon married Eleanor Smith. 


Fred, son of Adolph, married Gladys Siegrist. They had one 
son, Dale, who married Mary Jane Reville, and they are parents of 


a son Terry and a daughter Patty. 


George, son of Adolph, remained single. 
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The Adolph Heitzman family belonged to the Salem church, 
and they farmed in the vicinity of San Jose. 


ERNEST HELMAN 


Ernest Helman, son of Henry and Matilda Helman, was born 
near San Jose, Illinois, on September 27, 1892. 


Ernest Helman and Eva Anderson were married on January 
12, 1917 and started housekeeping south of San Jose. They are the 
parents of two daughters, Ruth Marie, born December 4, 1917 and 
Margaret, born July 2, 192l. 


They quit farming a few years after their marriage and moved 
to Independence, Kansas, where they have lived ever since, 


Ruth Marie Helman and Paul Hamman were married on Sept- 
ember 9, 1939. Theyarethe parents of two daughters, Margaret Ann, 
born June 8, 1943, and Susan Claire, born January 17, 1947. They 
live in Madison, New Jersey. 


Margaret Helmanand J, R. Goheenweremarriedin December 
of 1943. He was in the Army at the time they were married, and on 
April 26, 1944, he was lostin a plane crashnear Hawaii and was never 
found, One son was born after the death of the father, John Richard, 
July 27, 1944. Mrs. Goheen and son live in Independence, Kansas. 


THE FAMILY OF HENRY HELMAN 


Henry Helman, son of Henry and Anna Helman, was born in 
Pekin, Illinois, on March 31, 1860. Whena young man, he worked on 
a farm near San Jose. 


Matilda Helena Joesting, daughter of Ernest and Mary Joest- 
ing, was bornon December 26, 1861 in Petersburg, Illinois. She came 
with her parents, brothers and sisters to Logan County and lived where 
Marvin Yontz now lives. She was nine years old when they moved, 
there, 


Henry Helman and Matilda Joesting were united in marriage 
on January 6, 1892 by Rev. William Koeneke at the home of her par- 
ents. They lived all of their lives together on farms south of San 
Jose. They were the parents of four children, Ernest Leroy, Sept- 
ember 27, 1892, Elsie Marie, June 17, 1897, Anna Kathryn, June 18, 
1899, and Clarence Henry, September l, 1903. Elsie Marie passed 
away on June 29, 1897 at the age of 12 days. 


Henry Helman passed away at the Pekin Hospital, Pekin, Ill- 
inois, 48hoursafter breaking a hip, on December 30, 1938. He was 
78 years old. 


In the spring of 1941, Mrs. Helman, Clarence and Anna moved 
to San Jose to make their home. Mrs. Helman passed away at her 
home after a few days illness on December 19, 1943. On December 
26, 1943, she would have been 82 years old. 


Surviving were two sons, Ernest, of Independence, Kansas, 


Clarence, at home, one daughter, Anna, at home, one daughter-in- 
law, Eva, of Independence, Kansas, two granddaughters, Mrs. Ruth 
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Marie Hammanand Margaret Helman, one great granddaughter, Mar- 
garet Ann Hamman, one sister, Mrs. Erhardt Phillipp, and one bro- 
ther, Edward Joesting of Bloomington, Illinois, 


Clarence and Anna Helmanare living in San Jose. They have, 
besides their brother Ernest, Independence, Kansas, their sister-in- 
law, Eva, two nieces, Ruth Marie Hamman of Madison, New Jersey, 
Margaret Goheen of Independence, Kansas, one nephew, Paul Hamman 
and Susan Claire Hamman of Madison, New Jersey, and one great 
nephew, John Richard Goheen of Independence, Kansas. 


RALPH HENNINGER 


Mr. Ralph Henninger is the son of Newton and Caroline (Wie- 
mer) Henninger, of Havana. Mrs. Henninger was Lelah Gray, Blue 
Mound, Illinois. 


Mr. Henninger bought grain at the Wiemer elevator for sev- 
enteen years. They are now farming east of San Jose. Mrs. Hen- 
ninger was the teacher at the Reed School from 1910-1917, and had 
two children, John Francis, who died in infancy, and Robert, who 
graduated from the University of Illinois in June 195l. 


JOHN HIGHT 


John Hight had three sons: Frank, Wesley and Fred. Ed 
Hight married Mattie Crispell and had one daughter, Allen Daisy. 
Will Hight married Anna Tyler, and their children are Maude, Net- 
tie, Arlo and Jesse, 


Auntie O'Brian was Grandma Hight's sister. Her adopted 
son was Samuel O'Brian, married to Rebecca Mitchel and they had 
severalchildren. He later married Bessie (Linbarger, Yontz, Storm) 
O'Brian. He passed away in 1950. 


STEWART HIGHT 


Among the early settlers of San Jose, Illinois were Stuart 
and Mary Proctor Hight who were born in Middletown, Ohio in 1809 
and 1812, respectively. They grewto adulthood there, were married 
and livedin Middletown until most of their children were grown. Then 
they with their family came to Illinois prairie where they lived ona 
farm Northwest of San Jose, later settling in San Jose in the early 
fifties. 


They were the parents of nine children: namely Simon, Jos- 
eph, James, John, William, Edward, Armintha, who became Mrs... 
Nathan Nieukirk; Mary Ellenwho became Mrs. Howell; Nellie E. who 
became Mrs. L. J. Dillon. The four older boys enlisted in the ser- 
vice of their country in 1861-62. James and John won their way to 
captaincy, both were wounded and carried their wounds to their 
graves, 


Mr. Hight wasacabinetmaker by trade and while operating a 
general store, he made and sold all the caskets that were used for 
miles around San Jose. Mr. and Mrs. Hight helped to organize and 
build the first Methodist Church which was established here. 
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HAROLD HILDEBRANDS 


Mr. and Mrs. Harold Hildebrands have one daughter, Diane, 
born May 19, 1943. Mr. Hildebrands is the son of Klaas and Katie 
Miller Hildebrands. Katie Miller is the daughter of the Golat Antje 
Van Gerpens from Germany. Mr. and Mrs, Hildebrands were mar- 
ried January 21, 1939. She was Harriet Klokkenga, living near Em- 
den. They lived on the Klokkenga home place with a brother, J. E. 
Klokkenga. Sheis the daughter of N. H. Klokkenga and Hannah Bruns 
Klokkenga. This Hannah Bruns was born in Germany and spent her 
twelfth birthday onthe boatcrossing. Theyhad five children: namely, 
Mrs. Don Siegrist of San Jose, Mrs. Lawrence Kaesebier, Fred and 
J. E. Klokkenga of Emden. Harold Hildebrands was manager of the 
San Jose Co-op. elevator for two or more years. 


CLARENCE HILGENDORF 


Mr. and Mrs. Hilgendorf came to San Jose from Lincoln. 
Mrs. Hilgendorf is the daughter of Ullie Rademaker of Emden and 
she was born in 1906. Her mother was Tena Rohlfs, of Emden. She 
has a brother, Lonard Rademaker, who lives in San Jose. About, 
1939, he married Bernice Kiesling, of Easton. Earl Rademaker lives 
in Emden, Richard lives in Mason City with his father and mother; 
Margaret is also at home. Mrs. Leo Ubbenga (Gladys Rademaker) 
lives in Hartsburg. Mr. Clarence Hilgendorf is the son of Richard 
and Elvina Habeck Hilgendorf. Their daughter, Wanda, became Mrs. 
John Griffin and lives near San Jose, Robert Hilgendorf is in high 
school. 


HILLER FAMILY 


After the morning worship service at St. Luke's Evangelical 
Lutheren church of Allen's Grove on July 4, 1943, a basket dinner 
was enjoyed by about 200 friends and relatives of Mrs. Adelheid Hil- 
ler, in honor of her 100th birthday. Four beautiful birthday cakes 
adorned her table. Many lovely flowers and gifts from various indiv- 
iduals and organizations were presentedtoMrs. Hiller in honor of her 
being the county's oldest resident. A number of congratulatory let- 
ters were read and presented to Mrs. Hiller, these being from Pres- 
ident Roosevelt of the U.S.A., Governor Dwight Green of Illinois, 
Dr. J. W. Behnken, President of the Lutheran Church; Rev. C. A. 
Bernthal, President of the Central Illinois District of the Lutheran 
Church; Harold McCreery, Mayor of Mason City; George Wiemer, 
Mayor of San Jose; St. Paul's Lutheran Church of Manito, and St. 
Luke's Lutheran Church of Allen's Grove. 
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The Birthday Hymn 


We wish a happy birthday We thank the Lord, who kept you 
To you, our dear friend, All through the passing years; 
And may our heav'nly Father He put His arms around you, 

His kindest blessings send. And gave you health and cheer. 
Refrain Refrain 

A happy, happy birthday; Now we will pray together 

All beautiful with love, That He will keep you still; 


And bright with many a blessing And make the next year happy 
From God, Our Friend, above, And help you do His will. 


Refrain 


Mrs. Hiller was born inGermany on July 4, 1843. After com- 
ing tothis country, she was unitedin wedlock with Albert Hiller, also 
from Germany, in Laurenceburg, Indiana. In 1844, they moved toa 
farm near Manito which was their home for many years. Mr. Hiller 
passed away in May, 1914. There were three children who lived to 
maturity: Henry, of San Jose, Illinois; Louis, of Manito, Illinois; 
and Mrs. Dora Leinweber (deceased) of Lee Summitt, Missouri. 


In 1941, Mrs. Hiller came to make her home with her son, 
Henry, in San Jose, and has regularly attended St. Luke's Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Allen's Grove. 


GEORGE HILST 


The family of Mr. andMrs. George Hilst of San Jose, Illinois, 
won the prize for the largest family at the Peoria Fall Festival. 
Twenty of the Hilsts were at the festival. Mr. and Mrs. Hilst and 
eighteen children. Mr. Hilst was 59 years old and Mrs. Hilst 52 3 
the time. The children range in ages from six to thirty-four years. 
They have one set of twins. 


Mr. and Mrs. George Hilst (March 24, 1938) have been mar- 
ried for forty years and with eighteen living children believe there is 
nothing like a large family. Twenty children were born--two died in 
infancy. The eldest in 1938 was a thirty-nine year old businessman 
and the youngest was a twelve-year-old grade school student. They 
then lived on a 280-acre farm with eight of the children, three of 
whom were in school. Six sons and four daughters were married and 
had fourteen grandchildren to add to the reunions. Viewing their many 
offspring, the Hilsts said they wouldhave a large family if they had 
it to do over again. 


ALFRED HOERBERT 


Alfred Hoerbert married Aleda Bruns. They live on a Scully 
lease. They have four children: Blanche, Edwin, Marilyn and Paul. 
Blanche married Stanley List, Edwin married Dorothy Manning and 
they have one son. 
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DAVID WALTER HOUCHIN 


David Walter Houchin was born in Chillicothe, Ohio. He 
lived to be ninety-six years old. He was marriedatthe age of twenty- 
one and atoncehe andhis bride begana long journey by covered wag- 
on to Illinois. This was many years ago when the roads were not so 
well kept and travelling was very dangerous. They lived in Emden 
and Pekin for some years. To them were born nine children. Some 
of the children were named: Charles, Mack, Lou, Walter, Minnie 
(Burling), Calvin, and Albert. Albert is in Hammond, Indiana. 


HARRY HOUCHIN 


Mr. Houchin was the sonof Joseph and Mandy Taylor Houchin, 
his sister became Mrs. Hubly. Amanda Taylor, the mother of these 
two, was asister of Aunt Adeline Taylor. Josephwasthe son of Ben- 
jamin Houchin who came through from Indiana with a covered wagon 
and oxen team. Harry Houchin married June Lenninger. They had 
two children --theirson, Joseph, lost his life in World War II. Dor- 
othy Houchin was the sister of Harry. 


JACKSON HOUCHIN 
Submitted by Mae Houchin Sparks 


Jackson Houchin and his wife, Susan Greenway Houchin, with 
two children, John - two years old, and Andrew - nine weeks old, 
settled in Allen's Grove in a log house. They had many hardships on 
the way coming from Indiana. They drove an ox-team hitched to a 
covered wagon. Jackson's brother, Benjamin, rode behind in case 
anything happened. One incident happened at Salt Creek when the 
tongue of the wagon turned and almost upset the wagon. Benjamin 
waded in and took the family out on horseback. The family lived in 
a log house in Allen's Grove until they purchased land from the gov- 
ernment and built a house West of Allen's Grove, now known as the 
A. L. Houchin Farm. 


As years went by, they accumulated more land and built the 
"Hill Place'' now owned by C. J. Houchin, a grandson of Jackson 
Houchin. The seven children were John A., Andrew J., George, 
Alonzo, James, Malindaand Laura. Jackson Houchinhadtwo sisters, 
Malinda Houchin Hendrix who lived in Natrona, Illinois. As a girl 
she lived in Kentucky and would go on hunting trips with her father. 
On one of these trips a bear was chased into an opening covered by 
brush. Laterthey explored this opening and found what is known now 
as the Mammoth Cave in Kentucky, and the first entrance in the cave 
has beengiventhe name''Houchin Entrance". They had four children 
Jackson Rountree, Jane, John, Benjamin Hendrix. Another sister of 
Jackson was Lucinda Houchin Taylor whose children were Lucy, Gog- 
dal, Mrs. Doc Mell, Lisa Taylor, John and Ben Taylor. 
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John Houchin married Mary Ellen Hardin, their one daughter, 
Mae H. Sparks gave us this account. She and John Sparks have one 
sm, Cleon Sparks, married and are now busy in South America. A 
sister of Mrs. John Houchin, Martha Hardin, married Samuel Hick- 
man. Their family was Clara, Flora, and Louis Hickman. When 
this Mrs. Hickman died, Samuel Hickman married a second wife and 
their daughters were Florence and Bessie. 


John Houchin and wife, Mary Ellen, always lived in Allen's 
Grove and had three children: William, Willard, and Mae. 


JAMES HOUCHIN 


James Houchin, one of the old and substantial families of 
Mason County, and one closely associated with the agricultural de- 
velopment of this township of Mason County, is the family known as 
the Houchin. James Houchin of San Jose was a leading representa- 
tive. He was born in Allen's Grove township, Mason County, Illinois, 
August 28, 1859, andon of Jackson Houchin. Jackson Houchin was 
born in the region of Mammoth Cave, Kentucky, which was their 
church home and was discovered by his father in 1818. Jackson Hou- 
chin was the son ofa Kentuckian. There were two sons and two daugh- 
ters that reached maturity: Malinda who married James Hendricks, 
came to Illinois and lived in Allen's Grove; Lucinda who married 
Joseph Taylor, she died in Mason County; Jackson who was next in 
order; and Benjamin who lived in Pennsylvania Township, Mason 
County. 


Jackson Houchin made his trip in 1850 to Illinois from Ken- 
tucky, stopping for ashort period of time in Taylorville, Indiana with 
a covered wagon drawn by a yoke of oxen, his one horse followed. 
For a year after reaching Illinois, he and his family lived on land 
just south of Mason City, Illinois, but not liking that locality came to 
Allen's Grove. When they settled there was but little to indicate the 
fine farming that has since been developed. A log cabin, without a 
chimney, wastheir only shelter and a fireplace that had no outlet for 
smoke but a hole in the roof. But these sturdy pioneer people with 
others weathered the difficulties. Fortunately, game was plentiful 
and the father was anexcellent hunter, so that the family never lacked 
for meat. Grain was raised to supply the family and stock, although 
the small grain had to be cut with a cradle and the corn shelled by 
hand and the milling done at Morris Mill in the vicinity of Delavan. 


In spite of all these hardships and lack of facilities for work 
ing, the family prospered and in due time acquired more land on which 
a muchmore comfortable cabin was built. This new land had no trees 
to furnish fuel for heating the home but found to his surprise that they 
were well able to keep warm. He farmed until his death. At the age 
of sixty-five when he contracted double pneumonia which took his life 
quickly. Reared a Methodist, he early in life gave his assistance to 
that organization and when he found no church nearby, he exerted 
himself until a Methodist society was formed and services were held 
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in the Allen's Grove Schoolhouse. Loyal to the Union, he took active 
measures against the vicious efforts of such organizations as ''Knights 
of the Golden Circle'' to undermine the government, and following the 
birth of the Republican Party, gave it his hearty support as long as 
he lived, 


Jackson Houchin married in Indiana Susan Greenway. The 
following children were born to them: John in 1848 who spent his life 
on the farmhis parents occupied; Andrew in 1850 who lived in Mason 
County until late in life when he moved to Bloomington, Illinois; 
George W. who was accidentally killed at the age of twenty-five, was 
married and at the time of his death had one child, now deceased; 
Alonzo who spenthis active years on the Houchin homestead, then as 
a retired farmer in Mason City, Illinois; James whose name heads 
this review; Matilda J. who married John Barnett and lived in the 
vicinity of the other members of the family; and Laura who married 
Joseph Cates and went to Hastings, Nebraska. All his school days 
were spent inthe Allen's Grove School. He residedon his home farm 
over sixty years. He was an active politician, ever supporting the 
Republican Party, servedasdelegateto his party to County and State 
conventions and for forty-five years was precinct committeeman, a 
member of the school board of his district for twenty years and later 
as secretary, and for twenty-eight years was on the board of super- 
visors. 


On Dec. 15, 1882, James Houchin married at Mason City, 
Illinois, Isabel Swing, a daughter of David Swing and his wife, Lucy 
_J. (Greenway) Swing. Mr. Swing came to Illinois from Clermont, 
Ohio where Mrs. Houchin was born in June, 1859. She was a school 
girl at the time the Swing family came to Illinois. She died Oct. 19, 
1911, leaving one son, Charles Jackson Houchin, commonly known as 
Colonel. 


ELIJAH BENNETT HULLINGER 


Elijah Bennett Hullinger was born July 16, 1839. He was un- 
ited in marriage with Miss Ella Siters in Ohio, Jan. 20, 1867. In 
1869, they came to Illinois, settling in Natrona and after a residence 
of many years moved to San Jose. He was a machine man and for 
many years he ran threshing machines and corn shellers in this vic- 
inity. 


They had six children: namely, Cora who died at the age of 
seven years, William, Frank, Mrs. Andrew Feulner, Mrs. J. B. 
Norris of San Jose and Charles of Chloride, New Mexico. Mr. E. 
B. Hullinger was a veteran of the Civil War, being a member of the 
17th Ind. Regiment, Ohio Volunteers, a part of the Wilder's Brigade. 
He was a Mason. 


Mr. Hullinger died in Jan. 1918. 
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Will Hullinger 


WillHullinger, connected for many years with the high school 
has made education his life work. He was born in Mason County, 
Illinois, on September 23, 1875. He is the son of Elijah R. and Hannah 
(Sifers) Hullinger, both buried in San Jose. He is a descendent of 
Isaiah Hullinger, who in 1760, with his brothers Joseph and Ezekiel, 
came from Hollandto America. For some time, these brothers con- 
ducted a shoe business. Isaiah Hullinger was a soldier under Wash- 
ington in the Revolutionand also fought in 1812. One of the nine chil- 
dren of Isaiah Hullinger was Abram Hullinger who was born in 1803. 


In 1910, William Hullinger received his Bachelor of Science 
Degree from Illinois Wesleyan. He is a Mason, a Modern Woodman 
of America, and a member of the First Methodist Church of San Jose. 


On July 22, 1916, Mr. Hullinger married Agnes H. Adolph, 
daughter of Philip and Belta Adolph. She graduated from San Jose 
High Schooland completedher musical education in the Central Wes- 
leyan College of Missouri in 1912. They have five children: Dean, 
born July 20, 1917; Ruth Marion, October 22, 1918; Marjorie Ellen, 
July 20, 1923; Paul Milton, July 21, 1924; Audrey Lois, November 26, 
1926. Paul Milton passed away in 1935. 


Max Kemling, a graduate of Garrett Theological Seminary, 
and Ruth Hullinger were married December 21, 1943. Their three 
children are Ruthanne, six, Karen Lucille, four, and David Will, 
three. The Kemlings are goingto the schoolof missions in Hartford, 
Connecticut, preparing to go to Africa as missionaries. 


Leland Cross, son of Russell and Garnet Cross, and Audrey 
Hullinger were married September 16, 1949. Their daughter, Laurel 
Lee, was born June 8, 1951. Leland will get his degree in June from 
Northwestern Medical School. 


All three Hullinger girls are graduate nurses. 
Dean, a graduate of Northwestern Technological School, is 


employed in the Engineering Department of the Caterpillar Tractor 
Company. 
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PETER®J 2. INIG 


Peter J. Imig, born in Germany 11-18-1852, came to this 
country in 1855, located in McLean County, Illinois, later to a farm 
near Hopedale, Tazewell County. Caroline (Hilst) Imig was born in 
Mason County 9-4-1861. They were married 1-26-1879 near Man- 
ito, Illinois. They lived on a farm near Hopedale, Illinois. Seven 
children came to them, one dying in infancy. In 1900 they moved to 
Mason County. The children are: 


JASPER R. IMIG, born 10-31-1880 near Hopedale, who married 
Ella Lough of San Jose. They moved to Bureau County, where four 
children were born. Jasper now lives in Peoria. Lorin, their son, 
married Esther Ingersol. They live near Mason City and have two 
children, both at home. Faye Imig, daughter of Jasper, married 
Louis Haggerty. They live in Peoria. John Imig, son of Jasper, 
married Miss Smalley of Hopedale. They have one son at home. 


JACOB IMIG, born near Hopedale 4=15=1883, married Anna I. Jac- 
obs of Mason City 12-21-1910. They live on a farm four and one- 
half miles West of San Jose and have eight children: Helen Marie, 
born 6-19-1912, married Otto Dierker of Forest City, their three 
children, Merrill, Lendal, Luellen, all at home; Vera Margaret Imig 
born 9-23-1913, married William Rabbe of Mason City, they live on 
a farm near there and have three children, Janis Ann, Carole Marie 
and Michal Wm.; Paul JacobImig, born 2-13-1915, married Dorothy 
L. Urban of Victoria, Texas 6-16-1945. They have two children, a 
son born in Victoria, Texas and a son born in New York. Paulisa 
Majorinthe Air Corps; Florence C., born 7-14-1917, married Wal- 
ter Behrends of Mason City. They began their home near Manito, 
later moving on a farm near Mason City. Their three sons are all 
athome. Walter R. Imig, born 11-5-1918. Heservedin World War 
Ilin EnglandandGermany. He married Hazel Moehring 11-12-1945, 
they live on a farm near San Jose and have two children at home. 
Henry W. Imig, born 8-11-1920, married Shirley Woll of San Jose 
12-27-1949, they live in San Jose. Floyd Imig, born 12-17-1923, 
married Dorothy Mae Yardley of San Jose 1-3-1943, they live ona 
farm near San Jose and have two children. Duane Eldon Imig, born 
11-17-1931, is now in Bradley College, still at home, not married. 


AUGUST IMIG, son of Peter J. Imig, married Charlotte Connett of 
San Jose. Their three children were bornon a farm near Hopedale, 
now live in Morton, Illinois. Iola Imig, daughter of August, married 
Carl Onken of Morton and they have two children. Sylvester Imig, 
son of August, married Ruth Hanning, they have four children all at 
home on a farm near Tremont. Mary Margaret Imig, daughter of 
August, married Alvin Hoffman of Morton, Illinois, they live in Hope- 
dale and have one child at home. 
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FERDINAND IMIG, is the son of Peter J. Imig. His first wife was 
Connie Romine 1-8-1912. They had two sons, Milton and Nelson. 
Milton died at the age of 17. Connie (Romine) Imig died in 1916. 
In 1917 Ferdinand married Dora Rabbe of Mason City. They have 
five daughters. Nelson Imig married a girl from southern Illinois. 
He served in World War II and now lives on a farmnear Mason City 
and has two children at home. Irene Imig married Raymond Kruse- 
mark of Emden, they live ona farm near Mason City and have three 
children all at home. Pearl Imig married Dawson Coultas of Calif- 
ornia. They live ona farm close to Teheran and have two children 
both at home. IvaImig married Merle Smith of San Jose, they moved 
to California but later returnedto San Jose where they now live. They 
have four children at home. He is in the garage business. Elaine 
Imig, married Eugene Singley of Easton, Illinois and lives on a farm 
near there. Norma JeanImig, ahighschool student, is still at home. 


ROSA K. IMIG, daughter of Peter J. Imig, married William Jacob 
in1916. They live ona farm West of San Jose. They have two child - 
ren: Dallas Leroy Jacob, he married Irma Griffin of Mason City 
and they have two children at home ona farm near San Jose. Ruth 
L. Jacob married Eldred Leinweber of San Jose, they live on a farm 
near Mnito, their one child is at home. 


IDA EVA IMIG, daughter of Peter J. Imig, was born 12-16-1891. 
She married Richard Rabbe of Mason City. They live on the Imig 
homeplace near SanJose, which was her home for 5- years. In Oct. 
1950 they retired from the farm and live in Mason City. They have 
two children: Eileen Rabbe who married Edwin Leinweber of San 
Jose and they live on a farm near Mason City, their two children are 
at home; Melvin Richard Rabbe, married Patricia Tockes of Peoria 
9-3-1950. They reside on the home place now. 


FRANKLIN ISENBERG 


Mr. Franklin Isenberg was born in Huntington County, Penn- 
sylvania. His mother was Elizabeth McCord who was born in Eliz- 
abeth, New Jersey. The McCords and Stevens were farmers. Jacob 
C. Isenberg and wife Isabelle Champlain Isenberg's family were 
Franklin, Nora, Alice, Frank, and Sam (deceased). Nora Isenberg 
became Mrs. J. S. Bakerand has ever been active in the best inter- 
ests ofSan Jose since Mr. and Mrs. Baker moved here. She worked 
in the church in many capacities, likewise in the Women's Club, the 
fraternal organizations, in fact, in everything that would help the 
advancement of the community. 


Jacob Isenberg came from Pennsylvania in a covered wagon 
and settled near Green Valley. Likewise came the McCord family, 
the children of whichwere Frank, Ephfrim, George, Leonard, John, 
Rebecca, Catherine, Sue, Anna and Mary, all of whom settled in 
nearby vicinity. Their Aunt Kate was a very short person yet she 
marrieda man six feet four inches tall. The other women were tall. 
Three brothers came in the covered wagon. Later Ephfrim went to 
Dixon, Ezna went to Kansas but Jacob settled at Green Va lley. 
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Mrs. Alice Meigs was Miss Alice Isenberg. Her life work was 
teaching in the schools while young, later nursing for many years. 
She married Homer Meigs in 1902 at Galesburg, Illinois. They lived 
in several places and came to San Jose in 1910. 
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ANDREW C,. JACOBS 
(Submitted by members of family) 


Andrew C. Jacobs was born 9-17-1830 in Belsdorf, Germany 
where he grew to manhood. He gave his native country the required 
five years of military service, after whichhe was apprenticed to learn 
the trade of wagon-maker. In 1856 he came to the United States, 
thence to Pekin, Ill. where he was employed for a number of years 
in the Smith Bros. Wagon Factory. 


In 1868 he moved with his family to San Jose, Ill., where he 
established a small wagon factory of his own. The business changed 
with the rapidly changing times. Mr. Jacobs met the change by be- 
coming salesman for new types of vehicles, and for the many new 
kinds of agricultural implements that were being invented. His office 
and many of the implements were housed in what had been the First 
Methodist Church, by that time moved to his property, the southern 
half block onwhich Mrs. Vannie Woll's home now stands. The black- 
smith shop and other buildings were east of it. A son, Rudolph, re- 
mained in business with him until 1892, the firm was dissolved. 


Andrew C. Jacobsand Mr. Johnathan Coryeffected the organ- 
ization of school district No. 117, comprising parts of Logan, Taze- 
well and Mason Counties. It required years of thorough court pro- 
cedures for'' Better Schools for San Jose''to be realized. Mr. Jacobs 
was boardmember when the Grade School was constructed. He helped 
with the platting and planting of the Green Hill Cemetery, and the con- 
struction of the German Methodist Church in the village. 


In 1859 Mr. Jacobs was married to Catherine Frey of Pekin. 
She was born in Rellinggen, Baden, Germany 7-28-1839. Her par- 
ents were Catherine Gruensfelder Frey and George Frey. She had 
one sister and three brothers. The family came to the United States 
by sail boat in 1849, a journey of three months' duration. The trip 
from Chicago to Bath, Ill. was by canal boat. They settled in Pekin. 
Mrs. Jacobs died in her family home in San Jose Jan. 1916, and Mr. 
Jacobs in January the year before. 


To this union were born ten children, two of whom died in in- 
fancy. Rudolph C. Jacobs was married about 1882 to Miss Hettie 
Spaits of San Jose, andthey settled in Springfield, where Mr. Jacobs 
passed away in the 1920's. Mrs. Hettie Jacobs resides in Spring- 
field with her daughters, Miss Louise M. Jacobs, a devoted parish 
worker in the churches there. Mrs. Elsie Dobbins, also serves in 
many responsible positions of the churches. Miss Grace Jacobs, 
Miss Corienne Jacobs, active in all phases of work in the church, and 
a sales lady. Mr. Lawrence Jacobs, Sr., also of Springfield, and 
in the employ of the Chicago and Ill. Midland Railway Co. Dr. Law- 
rence F. Jacobs of Opportunity, Wash. is ason of his first marriage. 
To Dr. Jacobs and wife Betty, were born Stephen F. Linda Nadine, 
and Patricia Jacobs. The children born to Lawrence Jacobs, Sr. and 
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his second wife, Dorothy, are Donna Lee, Karen L., Judy Linn, Rudy 
and Jan. 


Robert C. Jacobs grew to manhood in San Jose, working with 
his father. Later, he and Mr. Gommel Brauer formed a partnership 
inthe grain business. In 1884 he married Lida E. Spaits of San Jose. 
In 1903 they moved with their family to Bloomington, Ill., where Mr. 
Jacobs dealtin realestate until retirement in 1919. He passed away 
in 1927, Mrs. Jacobs having preceded him several years. Their 
children Leslie R., born in San Jose 12-12-1894, became a window 
decorator in Milwaukee, Wis. Onechild, Lida Jane, was born of his 
first marriage, who married Warren Wittbold, a Chicago florist and 
they live in Des Plaines, Ill. and have two children, Joy and Roy. 
From a second wife, Leslie had one son Robert C. Jacobs also of 
Milwaukee, and his two children are Dianeand Deborah. Leslie died 
in 1950. Fern E. Jacobs, born in San Jose 7-13-1902, lived early 
life in Bloomington, educated in Lindenwood College and Illinois Wes- 
leyan University. On 4-20-1925 she married Dr. K. M. Wilson of 
Granite City, Ill. On 4-8-1928, a son, Kenneth R. Wilson was born, 
who is serving now with the National Guard in Peoria as an adminis- 
trative assistant. 


Oscar C. Jacobs, born in Pekin, Ill., remaining there during 
his early years. Later he served in the offices of the Santa Fe RR, 
in Topeka, Kan. He was married there to Miss Anna Blumenstock 
and lived there until her death. In later years he married a sister, 
Miss Carrie Blumenstock of Los Angeles, Cal., and made that his 
home until his death in the early 1930's. He had no children. 


Sophia Jacobs was born in 1867 and died in 1888 at the fam- 
ily home in San Jose. 


Emma H. Jacobs was born in San Jose 7-7-1872, married 
John Peter Adolph 7-27-1899. Mr. Adolph was born in Reilingen, 
Baden, Germany in 1871. Hecame to America in 1887 and lived for 
a time with his uncle Michael Adolph of San Jose, and helped with 
farm work. He learned the blacksmith trade in A. C. Jacobs shops. 
He attended Wesleyan College, Warrenton, Mo., and Engineering 
school University of Illinois. After his marriage he filled various 
positions in Chicago, Joliet, Pontiac, and Rockford. In Rockford he 
was associated withthe Barber Coleman Co., and the Rockford Brass 
Works. In later years hecarried an independent business as heating 
and Sales Engineer for Northern Ill. In 1939 he retired to their farm 
near San Jose, and passed away in 1944. Mrs. Emma Adolph and 
their five children survive him. The children are - Dorothy K. born 
in Chicago 4-3-1901, now teaching in Ohio, her preparation being in 
Teacher's Colleges in Washington, Ohio and Illinois and Gertrude 
Wilhelmina, born in Pontiac 5-31-1905, a graduate of Rockford Col- 
lege. In 1928 she married Harold Mead, painter and decorator in 
Rockford. Theirchildrenare Thomas, born 1935, Mary Louise, born 
1938. Florence Louise, born in Rockford 10-19-1907 now head of 
Economics Dept. Teachers College, DeKalb, Ill. She graduated at 
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Rockford and Columbia, New York City. Lydia Elizabeth, born Rock- 
ford 5-17-1910, now Program Executive at YWCA in Lancaster, Penn. 
She is a graduate of Rockford College, did graduate work at North- 
western U. and has held many important positions with two years 
service in Berlin. John Frederick born in Rockford in 1911, grad- 
uated from Rockford schools and from University of Alabama. He 
was sales manager with the Cincinnati offices of the Barber-Coleman 
Co. He is now in Cleveland, Ohio and’in 1942 he married Adelaide 
C. Schwindt of Rockford, and they have a son, Peter, born in 1945. 


Fred W. Jacobs, born 2-15-1875 in San Jose, where he re- 
sided until his death 6-17-1945. He was one whose life's success 
was accomplished through his own efforts, and was deeply devoted to 
any phase of community life, which promoted its well being. He be- 
gan his careerasassistant cashier of the San Jose State Bank, later 
as its cashier. In 1936 he organized the San Jose Exchange, which 
with the help of his wife, Cora, he operated for eight years. At his 
death he was Treasurer of Mason Co. On 11-14-1901 Mr. Jacobs 
married Cora D. Riedinger of San Jose. About that same time he 
laid out the ''Fred W. Jacobs Addition'"' to San Jose, the southwest 
part of the village. Two ofthe 27 lots he reserved forthe construction 
of his own home. Later he acquired the Murphy block, platted it to 
become the Fred W. Jacobs subdivision of the Moses C. Hicks ad- 
dition to San Jose. His third addition was a 57 lot area in the Louis 
M. Noe addition to San Jose. He was among those who initiated the 
movement for the Community High School, wasa member of the build- 
ing committee for the Salem Methodist Church. He was happy in his 
schoolandhome activities. He found great delight in service through 
the Maennerchor and the Community Chorus. 


Minnie E. Jacobs, born in San Jose 10-22-1877, a graduate 
of the San Jose High School, took further preparation at Normal Un- 
iversity, and taught in the schools here until her death in 1900. 


Lydia E. Jacobs, born in San Jose 5-17-1880, a graduate of 
the local schools and taught in the schools for fifteen years. Upon 
graduation from Normal University and Columbia, New York City, 
she became a Training teacher in State Teachers College of Western 
Washington, Director of Intermediate grades, Kutztown, Penn. , 
Class Room demonstrations, discussions and remedial work for pub- 
lic schools of Wilkes Barre, and North Hampton areas. Miss Jacobs 
has retired and lives south of San Jose with her sister, Mrs. Peter 
Adolph. 


ERNEST JOESTING 


Ernest Ludwig Joesting was born in Germany on December 
16, 1827. He came tothis country when a young man and lived near 
Petersburg, Illinois. 


Mary Catherine Benoit was born in Hesse Castle, Germany 
on April 29, 1832. Shecame to this country with her parents in 1844 
and lived near Petersburg, Illinois. 
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Ernest Ludwig Joesting and Mary Catherine Benoit were mar- 
ried onSeptember 10, 1854. They had twelve children: John Peter, 
June 15, 1855, Beardstown, Illinois; Sarah Ellen, August 7, 1857, 
Beardstown, Illinois; Lucinda Amelia, July 23, 1859, Beardstown, 
Illinois; Matilda Helena, December 26, 1861, Petersburg, Illinois; 
William Henry, October 13, 1863, Petersburg, Illinois; George 
Fredrick, July 4, 1866, Petersburg, Illinois; Louis Edwin, August 
24, 1868, Petersburg, Illinois; Mary Rebecca, September 1, 1870, 
Petersburg, Illinois; Emma Catherina, August 11, 1872, San Jose, 
Illinois; Anna, August 22, 1873, SanJose, Illinois; Nellie E., Dec- 
ember 24, 1875, San Jose, Illinois; and Edward F., April 3, 1877, 
San Jose. 


The family moved from Petersburg to a farm northeast of 
San Jose inthe spring of 1871. Thisis where Marvin Yontz now lives. 


Ernest L. Joesting passed away at his farm home on April 
12, 1901 at the age of seventy-three. Surviving were his wife and 
the following children: John P., Sarah Ellen, Matilda Helman, Will- 
iam Henry, George, Tremont, Iowa, Louis, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
Mary Rebecca, Nellie, and Edward F. After his death his wife, 
moved to San Jose with the following children who were at home: 
Sarah Ellen, William Henry, Mary Rebecca, and Edward. She lived 
here the rest of her life. 


Mary Catherine Joesting died at her home on February 10, 
1905 at the age of seventy-two. Surviving were the following child- 
ren: John of Green Valley, Sarah Ellen, at home, Matilda Helman, 
San Jose, William Henry, at home, George of Tremont, Iowa, Mary 
Rebecca, at home, Nellie Phillipps of San Jose, and Edward, at 
home. Twoinfants, Emmaand Anna, and Lucinda Shuckman of Slater, 
Missouri, and LouisE. Joesting of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, preceded 
her in death. She leftone sister, Mrs. Henry Hinners of Beardstown, 
Illinois. 


At the present time, there are two Joesting children left. 
They are Mrs. Nellie Phillippof Bloomingtonand Edward Joesting, 
Normal, Illinois. 


Sarah Ellen Joesting passed away at her home on November, 
27, 1907 at the age of fifty. 


William Henry Joesting passedawayathis home on February 
21,1940 attheage ofseventy-six. His sister, Mary Rebecca Joest- 
ing, who had made her home with her brother, was taken to the 
Methodist Hospital in Peoria on the morning of her brother's fun- 
eral, following a stroke. She passed away there on February 27, 
1940 at the age of sixty-nine. 
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WILLIAM VANCE JOHNSTON 


William Vance Johnston was born in Monroe County, Ohio 
in 1836. As a young man he taught the Johnston School in Ohio. He 
came to Illinois after enlisting and serving in the Civil War as Cap- 
tain in the Second Virginia Cavalry from 1861 to 1865. In 1873 he 
married Eliza Ann Byers daughter of Fred and Mary Byers who had 
come from Pennsylvania and located in Mason County. Then moved 
his family to Homestead in South Dakota. 


In 1884 after the death of his wife he returned to Mason County 
with his four children and resided near San Jose, Illinois, until his 
death. He was a member of the G.A.R. Post. Of his children two 
are deceased, Fred B. Johnston and Frank N. Johnston. The living, 
Mary Josephine Johnston, who married Forrest G. Mell resides at 
San Jose; Roy S. Johnston of Bloomington, Illinois, who married the 
now deceased Grace Meekers. His grandchildren, Vance Johnston 
married Lucile Land resides in Pasadena, California. Ralph John- 
ston married Helen Callahan and resides in Bloomington,, Illinois; 
and Mary E. Mell of San Jose, Illinois. 


CLARENCE JONES 


Mr. Clarence Jones was the son of Herman Jones of around 
Delavan, and Maryu (Kramp) Jones from Springfield, Ill. Mrs. Clar- 
ence Jones is the daughter of Grover and Maude (Cooper) Gilmore. 
Ruth (Gilmore) Jones was born on the Buxton Hill farm, and has al- 
ways livedaround San Jose. Their children are -Edward born 2-14- 
1943; Robert born 2-14-1946; and Mary born 12-27-1948. Mr. Jones 
is employed by Mr. W.G. Kelly, where he has been for about fifteen 
years. 
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JOSEPH B. KEHL 


Joseph B. KehlSr. was a farmer and stock-raiser. Although 
his post-office address was Mason City, he was mucha part of the 
San Jose development. His father, JacobKehl, was borninGermany, 
May 29, 1830, and he married Mary Gatz in 1850. They came that 
year to the United States and settled in Cincinnati, where he engaged 
in the manufacture of boots and shoes. His passing tothe other world 
was December 18, 1874. 


Joseph B. Kehl Jr. married Hannah A. Miller January 1, 
1874, She was born in Fayette County, Indiana, December 3, 1853. 
Her father and mother were born in Indiana. Mr. Kehl owned a farm 
home in Allen's Grove Township, Mason County, Illinois. They raised 
a niece, as a foster daughter. She married Habert LaSourd. 


MANY TRIBUTES 


People from all walks of life gathered in the First Methodist 
church to honor ''Mr. San Jose'' as he was called by the Rev. Milton 
Heitzmanof Lockport. The Rev. Heitzmanwas one ofthe many mem- 
bers of the clergy to take part in the ceremonies, which opened with 
an invocation by the Rev. M. E. Wackler, Pastor of St. Luke's Luth- 
eran Church, and closed with benediction by the Rev. R. C. Myers, 
Pastor of the church, in which the dinner affair was held. 


With Mason County Superintendent of Schools Joseph W. Hobbs 
ably serving as toastmaster, a parade of 15 speakers found time to 
add their remarks tothe occasion. These included William E. Stone, 
President ofthe First National Bank of Peoria, who cited Mr. Kelly's 
"adventurer" spirit in the business field as the foundation of Amer- 
ican free enterprise and what can come of it. He was followed by W. 
M. McKenzie, Executive Vice-President of the Commercial National 
Bank of Peoria, who said that Kelly's success story ''typified the best 
in America." 


Another bank official, Sylvan Olson of the Peoria National 
Bank, followed the general theme calling the honored guest ''a man 
of unrestricted principle and intellect who knew what he wanted and 
insisted on perfection before he would accept anything.'' Kelly's un- 
failing response to the public cause was lauded by Elmer Jolly, 
Peoria, conference lay leader ofthe Methodist Church, who gave par- 
ticular attention tothe ''seed king's'' contributions to the Peoria Meth- 
odist Hospital's expansion plan. 
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WiIG eK LY 


Above picture of W. G. & Cora B. Kelly taken by Harold Good- 
win at the laying of the corner stone of the new First M. E. Church 
at the Honorary Banquet in Bloomington, Illinois. 


On February 9, the Community of San Jose gave in honor of 
W. G. Kellya banquet from which the February 10, 1950 issue of the 
Pekin Daily Times reads as follows: 


SAN JOSE -- Forty-five years ago a young man came to San Jose 
witha meager purse, a shrewd mine and willingness to earn his live- 
lihood by the sweat of his brow. That man, Wallace G. Kelly, was 
honored here Thursday night by his neighbors and friends who turned 
out 400 strong to see Mayor George Wiemer hand him a plaque desig- 
nating him ''the man of the year in 1949" the first award of its kind 
in the history of the city. 


At his side when he received the plaque designating him as 
San Jose's outstanding citizen, was his wife and family who were thor- 
oughly familiar with his struggle from an $8.00 a week warehouse 
boy for a Chicago hardware concernto the head of the second largest 
seed plant in the world. 
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KELLY'S BUSINESS BUILDINGS IN SAN JOSE 


This aerial picture shows Kelly's corn plant, also some of the 
other buildings. These buildings look very small in the picture, but 
when you compare them to the automobiles inthe street, they are not 
sosmall. Infact, building No. 2 is almost 100 feet high. Since this 
picture was taken we built anadditionto No. 1, the Corn Drying Plant, 
which we believe to be the largest drying plant in the world. 


No. 1 -- Corn Dryer 

No. 2 -- Grading and Storage 

No. 3 -- Warehouse 

No. 4, 5, 6, &7 -- Store Buildings 

No. 8 -- New Field Seed Cleaning Plant 
and warehouse 

No. 9 -- Warehouses 

No. 10 - Warehouse 


W.G. Kelly, sonof James and Olive Gordon Kelly, the eldest 
ofsevenchildren, was born and raised on a farm near Atlanta, [llin- 
ois. Heworked on a farm at $18.00 a month from 4:00 in the morn- 
ing until 7:30 atnight, until he wentto work in a large wholesale hard- 
ware house in Chicago at $8.00 a week. 


The Kellys came from England in 1695, settled near Mt. Ver- 
non Virginia andare directly related to George Washington's mother, 
whowasa Ball. His grandfather onhis mother's side was James Gor- 
don, whowas bornin Scotlandin 1805. HecametoAmerica as a young 
man and settled near Springfield, Ohio. Laterin 1848, he settled near 
Atlanta, which is now known as Gordon Bridge. 


Lol 


Cora Brian Kelly, wife of W. G. Kelly, a daughter of Fred 
and Margaret Brian, was born near Sumner, Illinois. She later moved 
toSan Josein1900. Theyhadtwodaughters and one son born to them, 
which died as infants. Gordon, James and Margaret were orphans, 
with no living relatives, and were taken as babies and raised to man- 
hood and womanhood. 


In 1905, I bought a small stock of hardware in San Jose most- 
ly on borrowed money. It was operated by myself without the help 
of anyone. When I came to San Jose there were only a few board 
walks, no electric lights, automobiles, refrigerators, radios, or 
much of anything, but three saloons, which were doing a flourishing 
business. 


O. D. Kelly, my brother, was with me for sixteen years and 
by his hard work was responsible for much of the success during these 
years. In 1946, a new seed plant 50 x 168 feet was started at North 
Bend, Nebraska. A foundation for a two story building with 60 feet 
high elevator was put in, also steel beams and steel re-inforcing on 
the ground. It had 64 regular windows, 14 large show windows and 
doors. Twocarloads of oak lumber was sawed for this building. The 
income tax took up to 92%, more than enough to build this plant; so 
there was no incentive to add further to the business. The foundation 


was graded down and all that is being maintained is a warehouse. 
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KELLY'S SEED PLANT 


This picture shows our seed plant at San Jose, which has a 
storage capacity of 295,000 bushel. The corn plant has a capacity 
of 140.00 bushel for normal season. Has sixty-three drying bins, 
ranging from 500to1,100 bushel, with total drying capacity of 50,000 
bushel at each filling, and 38, 000 bushel of shelled corn. 


Starting inthe seed business in the rear room of my hardware 
store, in a room 20x26. The business grew from a few hundred dol- 
lars a year to around a million dollars a year shelling and shipping 
seeds to almost every state and several foreign countries. In 1948, 
5,000 bushel of corn was shipped to Germarly and Russia, and in '49 
15,000 bushel shipped to Italy, and in 1950, 5,000 bushel shipped to 
Germany. In 1951, large quantities of Timothy and soy beans were 
sent to Greece. Fortenyears, I averaged selling 100,000 bushel of 
soy beans a year for seed. The first soy beans sold, was in 1906 for 
$11.00 a bushel and in 1948, a 120,000 bushel of oats were sold for 
seed. 


Kelly's Hybrid corn is produced from inbreds, produced from 
original Reid's Yellow Dent corn. W. G. Kelly's grandfather, James 
Gordon's cousin Gordon Hopkins, produced this corn which was brought 
tothis section. In 1848, George Reid, James Reid's father, produced 
the original Reid's Yellow Dent corn, which later spread over most 
of the corn section of the United States. 


Starting with small stock of hardware in 1905, also added the 
seed business andthree years later bought the Charles Weimer Build- 
ing (corner building) and started in the furniture business which still 
continues. In 1918, I built a new building #7, for displaying automo- 
biles and a garage. Starting the sale of Dodge automobiles in 1915, 
continued this part of the business for sixteen years selling Dodge, 
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Nash, Star and Plymouth cars. In 1925, I built the north part of the 
elevator which was used for seed corn drying and processing. In 
1930, the elevator was built and grain business added. In 1924, I 
bought the B. F. Adams Co., 116-118 South Washington Street, an 
old established wholesale seed concern. Building was remodeled in 
1926, and hardware added, continuing the wholesaling of field and gar- 
den seeds. In 1930, 1931 and 1932, by the banks closing, accounts 
going bad and depreciation, I lost $50,000. I bought forty acres of 
land in 1916 and now own six farms, farming four of these, feeding 
around200 head of cattle, 400 to 500 head of hogs. In thirteen months, 
I sold $110,000.00 worth of cattle and hogs. 


By using my head and many long hours of hard work, and with 
the help of good employees, I proved to make these added increases 
tothe business. When I startedin business, I was able to save money 
but now high taxes, high cost of labor and other costs, leaves me 
little profit or incentive to do much. 


Last year I paid $67,250.00 for labor, $11,165.00 in land, 
personal, and real estate taxes in addition to Government taking most 
of what I made for income taxes. The government took from me in 
the last ten years, up to 92%. I never considered I had time to do 
justice to politics, but I served on the Village Board, was President 
ofthe School Board, and Trustee ofthe Methodist church for 40 years. 
Also, I was Group Lay-Leader of Pekin Methodist Group for several 
years, and served many years on the Executive Board of Methodist 
Hospital in Peoria, alsoamember of the Finance Building Committee 
for the new addition. I also found time to organize the San Jose bank 
and served as President for several years. 


W. G. Kelly 
April 5, 1951 
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O. D. KELLY 


Mr. James Kelly was born in Indiana and married Miss Olive 
Gordon of Atlanta, Ill. To this union three sons and four daughters 
reached maturity: W. G. Kelly, who married Miss Cora Brian of 
San Jose; R. D. Kelly, who married Martha Davis of Chicago; Ida 
Kelly, who became Mrs. Arthur Applegate of Atlanta, Illinois; Blanche 
Kelly, who married Joseph Morrison; Grace Kelly, who married 
Murrel Miller of Atlanta, Illinois; and Jessie Kelly, who married 
Prentice Coapstick of Frankfort, Indiana. 


Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Applegate of Atlanta have three child- 
ren: Robert, who married Helen Virginia Ransdall of Atlanta, and 
who have one son, James R; Sarah, who was married to Robert 
Graner of Danville, Illinois, and to whom a son and a daughter have 
been born; and Dean Kelly Applegate of Chicago who is married and 
has no family. 


Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Morrison have one daughter who mar- 
ried William Brann and is living in Arizona. 


Mr. and Mrs. Murrel Miller of Atlanta had two sons, Arthur 
and James. Arthur lost his life while driving a truck, coming from 
the Iowa State Fair, where he had been showing Kelly's Seed Corn. 
James liveat LaGrange, Illinois. Jamesis married andhas one son, 
Harvey. 


Mr.and Mrs. Prentice Coapstick of Frankfort, Indiana, have 
two sons and adaughter: Robert (who is married), Mary Carolyn and 
Richard. 


Mr. Oscar Kelly married in 1912, Nola Armstrong, who was 
born May 28, 1801 in Beason, Illinois. She was the daughter of James 
and Sarah (Keys) Armstrong - who were married in 1883. Mrs. Arm- 
strong's father was born inIreland, and by a fifteen weeks voyage, he 
came to America in a small sailing vessel. He landed in Pike County 
in January 1, 1857, after having been quarantinedat New Orleans for 
measles. There were two sons and one daughter: Raymond Arm- 
strong, who married Cora Musie; Everet Armstrong, who married 
Nell McCrea; and Nola, who married O. D. Kelly of San Jose. 


Mr. and Mrs. O. D. Kelly are the parents of five daughters: 
Mildred, born August 12, 1912, and married to Jerry Renninger of 
San Jose. They are the parents of four children - Irene, Irma, Betty, 
and Robert; Elizabeth Kelly, born June 2, 1914, and married to War- 
ren Meyers, Farm Advisor of Decatur, I'linois - are the parents of 
three children, Patricia, Phyllis, and Ronald; Mary Kelly, born Aug- 
ust 3, 1923, and who married William Wikoff in 1947; Dorothy Kelly 
born July 8, 1929, and who is a nurse; and Helen Kelly, born Septem- 
ber 8, 1921, and married Leon LeMaire in September 1945. They 
live ona farm near West Point, Illinois, and have one son, Leon, Jr. 
born January 7, 1950. 
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WAYNE KESSINGER 


Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Kessinger came to San Jose August, 1949. 
Mr. and Mrs. Kessinger became the English and Spanish instructor 
in our schools. Mr. Kessinger is the son of Mr. and Mrs. L. Kes- 
singer of Alton, Illinois. Mrs. L. Kessinger was Miss Pearl Cum- 
mings of Greenfield, Illinois. Mrs. Wayne Kessinger is the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Dilling of Alton. They (Wayne Kessingers) 
were married July 5, 1942in Florence, South Carolina, where he was 
then stationed at an air base. He soon left for overseas duty, and 
she remained with her parents during his absence. He is a graduate 
of the University of Denverand spenttwo years at Washington Univer- 
sity in St. Louis. He has two brothers, Robert and Lyle in Alton. 
She has two brothers and two sisters, Charles and Robert, Nordica 
and Charlotte, allin the Alton vicinity, Mr.and Mrs. Wayne Kessin- 
ger have two children, Lola Joanne (born May 14, 1948) and Gregg 
Lynn (born August 8, 1949.) Mrs. Wayne Kessinger's mother was 
formerly Lola Dodson Dilling of Jerseyville, Illinois. 


HARRY KEYES 


Mr. Harry Keyes of Hopedale married Miss Vera Barnard of 
Mackinaw in November 30, 1916. They moved to this vicinity to a 
farm until 1921. Their sons were Robert, born July 15, 1919, and 
Francis, born May 30, 1923. Robertmarried June Blume of Easton, 
and a daughter, Carol, was born July 19, 1940. Robert married 
Wilma Hodges, January 21, 1948. Francis Keyes married May 12, 
1948, Delores Bastian of Mason City, who is the daughter of Florent 
and Lilia Zimmerman. 


Harry Keyes is the son of Dr. Robert Keyes of Hopedale. He 
had three brothers and one sister. Mrs. Robert Keyes was Mary 
Schilpp. 


KIDDER FAMILY 


The Kidder family were early settlers of San Jose, Illinois, 
In 1876 the family moved to Missouri, remaining there for two years. 
In 1879, when their son, Albert, was nineteen years old, they moved 
to Hayes City, Kansas, ina covered wagon. 


The son, Albert Kidder, married Margaret J. Yale, and they 
lived in Sacramento, California. 


THOMAS KNAPP 


Thomas Knapp was a merchant in San Jose under the name of 
Newman and Knapp. | 


Mr. Knapp was born in Andover, Henry County, Illinois, on 


‘January 24, 1843, He taught school two winters - but his principle 
_-business was farming. In Andover he served three years as Con- 


156 


stable. In April 1870 he moved to San Jose, Illinois, and engaged in 
clerking for his brother, Dr. C. D. Knapp, in the Drug Store. There 
he went into partnership with his brother and Julias Newman, under 
the name of ''Newman and Knapp, general merchandising". In Jan- 
uary of 1874 JacobNewman purchased the interest of Mr. Knapp and 
succeeded him in the business. 


Mr. Knapp was Village Clerk for four years, served as Jus- 
tice of the Peace, as President of the Board of Trustees, as School 
Director, as Assistant Postmaster, and was elected Township Col- 
lector. 


Thomas Knapp's parents were Solomon and Anna. Solomon 
was born in August 1832; Anna in September 1833 - both in Danbury 
Connecticut. They moved to Henry County in 1842. Anna died in 
1869. 


Thomas S. Knapp married Sadie L. Worthingta on June 21, 
1874. Sadie Worthington was born in Columbus, Ohio, on December 
7, 1843. Her father, Thomas J. Worthington, was born in Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania, November 29, 1810, andmarried Elisa Free- 
man in February 1843, 


Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Knapp lost their two children, Dannie, 
3, and Katie, 1, with diptheria or membranous croup. Mrs. Knapp 
belonged to the lodge No. 380 of I.0.O.F. and was representative to 
the Grand Lodge. Both were members of the Baptist Church and he 
served as clerk of this group. 


HENRY KOKE 


Mr. and Mrs. Henry Koke were married in Havana in 1895. 
Mrs. Henry Koke was formerly Miss Matilda Ebken who came from 
Germany. A son, Harry Koke, was born in 1897, and daughter, 
Martha, who lives in Jacksonville. 


Mr. Harry Koke in February 19, 1919, married Mary Gibson 
of San Jose. She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James Gibson of 
San Jose, born July 25, 1896. Mr. Harry Koke moved to San Jose 
1n793.0: 


Mr. and Mrs. Harry Koke have two children: Marietta, born 
September 18, 1924, and married December 2, 1945, to Fred Mar- 
zahn. They live in Peoria, Illinois. Roger Harry lives at home. 


HARM KRAMER 


Mr. and Mrs. Harm Kramer came from Germany and settled 
on the farm now occupied by Mr. and Mrs. John Heitzman. Mrs. 
Kramer's son, John Neff, by a former marriage in Germany, owned 
the neighboring farm which is now occupied by Carlyle Manus and 
owned by Helena Neff. Mrs. Kramer's other child by this former 
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marriage was Henrietta, who married Rudolph Uden. They had three 
children: Fannie, Rena, and Rudolph, Jr. Fannie married John Rei- 
ber. Rena married Arthur Miller - and had seven children: Pearl, 
Maurice, Elmer, Opal, Helen, Victor, and Lucille. Rudolph Jr. 
married Clara Taylor. 


Mr. and Mrs. Harm Kramer had three children: Henry, Jen- 
nie, and Thole. Jennie and Thole never married, and Henry mar - 
ried Margaret Suits. They had sevenchildren: Nettie, Fannie, Tina, 
Henry, Eleanor, William, and Arthur. Nettie married John Hallman 
- and had five children: Ernest, Wilbur and Wilma (Twins), Victor, 
and Joyce. Ernest married Elizabeth Drysdale. They have a son 
Bruce anda daughter Elizabeth Ann. Wilbur married Marie Clark, 
They have two sons, Clark and Robert. Victor married Reva Cullen 
and has two sons, Stephenand Robert. Joyce married Evelyn Jarris 
- and hasa son, Tommy, and a daughter, Alice Ann. Fannie, Tina, 
and William Kramer never married. Henry married Lula Froebe, 
(deceased) and Arthur married Georgia Rou. 


John NeffmarriedGissina Smith - andhad Fannie, Dena, Lena 
John, Henry, and Hannah. None married excepting Hanna, who mar- 
ried John Bockwitz - and had three children: Lucille, Florence, and 
John. Lucille married Charles Martin - and has two daughters, Jew- 
eland Joyce. Florence never married. John married Evelyn John- 
son - and they have a daughter, Dorothy, and a son, William. 


JOHN KRIEGSMAN 


John Kriegsman was born in East Friesland, Germany, and 
there learned the carpenter trade, but when he came to the United 
States and located at Pekin, Illinois, he entered the Pekin Wagon 
Works rather than engaging in individual work at his trade. He took 
out his citizenship papersas soon as it was possible for him to do so, 
and soon became an able supporter of this country, standing high in 
public confidence. While in San Jose, Illinois, he established him- 
self in the undertakingand furniture business, and became a valuable 
member of the German Methodist Church, of whose official board he 
was a member during its earlier history. In political faith he was a 
staunch Republican. 


The wife of John Kriegsman, Catherine Gruensfelder, was 
born in Reiling, Germany. She wasa daughter of John Gruensfelder, 
a farmer in the Pekin vicinity. She passed away in 1891. 


Seven children were bornto John and Catherine G. Kriegsman: 
John, who went to Springfield, Missouri; Mary, who became the wife 
of Adam Eberle, later of Cedar Rapids, Iowa; Ed, who became a 
resident of Kansas; Katie, Philip, Malinda, and Louis. 
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PHILIP J. KRIEGSMAN 


Philip J. Kriegsman was bornin Pekin, Illinois, Nov. 6, 1872. 
His boyhood was spent in San Jose until he was 14 years old, attend- 
ing the public school there through the seventh grade. Then his par- 
ents, Johnand Catherine (Gruensfelder) Kriegsman, returned to Pek- 
in, Illinois, where John completed the eighth grade training. His fa- 
ther, thinking that children should begin early upon their life work, 
Philip began then to earn his own living with the Pekin Wagon Works 
in Pekin. Upon leaving that firm he entered into the Pekin Organ Com- 
pany, and later was in the employ of Zimmerman & Heilman, con- 
tractors. Heattimes worked in the grocery business, and the wagon 
works, Hinners Organ Company, assembling pipe organs, and in the 
furniture business. At one time he was in the employ of Murphy and 
Walshand assisted in the changing the old Stoltz Flour Mill into a feed 
mill. Some years later he returned to Pekin, purchasing the Van 
Boening Transfer Company and, thus, established the Kriegsman 
Transfer and Storage Company. This he expanded until he substituted 
automobile service for the thirty horses and wagons of the original 
outfit, and built amodernplant to accommodate the patrons and grow- 
ing business. He was interested in many different companies and 
firms in Pekin and Peoria as to their expansion and enlargement and 
kept up with changing ideas. 


Philip J. Kriegsman, on October 27, 1889, married Emma 
Tapping, a daughter of Caleb and Mary (Hirst) Tapping, farming 
people of Peoria County, Hollis Township. 


The children of Philip and Emma Tapping Kriegsman are: 
Arthur, who later managed his father's Transfer business, married 
Miss Jessie Friday of Minier, Illinois; Florence, who became a teach- 
er in Blandinsville High School; Zillah, and John. 


For severalyears Mr. Kriegsmanwasa member of the Grade 
School Board, serving at the time in the building of the McKinley, 
Roosevelt, and Jefferson schools. He has been a useful member of 
Grace Methodist Episcopal Church of Pekin; in the Association of 
Commerce; the Rotary Club; the Tazewell Club; fraternally a member 
of the Blue Lodge and a Grotto Mason, and a Knight of Pythias anda 
Doke. 


The Kriegsman Transfer Company of Pekin, Illinois, is a 
well known state and inter-state business. 


KRUGHOFF 
(submitted by Mildred Krughoff) 
In the fall of 1869 my grandfather, the Rev. Mr. Christian 
E. Schlinger, was sent to the newly organized German Methodist 


Church (Now Salem Methodist). Ashe hada wife and three daughters 
his first duty was to supervise the building of a parsonage. On Feb- 
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ruary 17, 1870 a daughter Anna, my mother, was born in that new 
parsonage. Meanwhile, pastor and congregation were building the 
church, a frame structure oftraditionaldesign. In 1872 the Schlinger 
family was transferredto another charge, but because of grandfather's 
popr health, the family returned to San Jose at various times during 
my mother's childhood and youth. So SanJose became home to them. 
About 1890 the family moved to Hoyleton, Illinois, and there my par- 
ents met. In 1892 my grandfather retired and moved back to San 
Jose, and there the two younger daughters were married and estab- 
lished homes: Mary to August Pergande, and my mother, Anna, to 
Louis E. Krughoff. They were married on November 22, 1894, and 
three days later my grandmother, Catherine Schlinger, died. My 
grandfather lived the rest of his life in San Jose and died in 1919 at 
the age of 86. 


My father, Louis E. Krughoff, wasafarmer and before long, 
my parents moved to the farm one-half mile east of town which has 
now been sold to another family. The house plot was purchased by 
Johnson of Lincoln, Illinois, and the land acreage was bought by 
Louis Dantz, Industry, Illinois. 


Four children were born to Louis and Anna Krughoff: Cora 
Wilhelmine, whois now Mrs. Donald W. Guilion, resides in Elkhart, 
Indiana. She has two children - Mildred and Clarence; Clarence 
Frederick, who is in business in Peoria and has one son, William 
Frederick; Orville Louis, whoisa constructionand building contractor 
in Downers Grove and hastwo children - James Louis and Mary Lee; 
Mildred Pauline lives in Sterling and is the Director of Guidance and 
dean of Girls in Sterling Township High School. 


The family home east of San Jose was from the beginning open 
house to the friends of all the children, and parent's hospitality is 
one of many fond memories. If the old barn, which had to be razed 
following a cyclone about 1945 could have talked, it would have told 
much of the imaginative play of all of us. We put on theatricals, 
carried on long telephone conversations over spool phone and cord 
lines, playedhouse, raisedour pets, and even challenged each other 
to feats ofgreatprowess. Dad and Mother were always open to sug- 
gestions from usand so we tried photography and developed pictures 
in the bathroom. We had a tennis court and ball diamond. 


Then those famous thresher's dinners, where in addition to 
three dozen workmen and four cooks - Mother, Mrs. Diekhoff, Mrs. 
Adolph and Mrs. Uken, my sister and I would invite all of our friends 
out to eat at the third table. 


My family was always active in church activities - programs, 
drills, annual conferences, committees, and church dinners. 


Louise E. Krughoff died December 1930 after an operation. 
Mrs. Krughoff returned to San Jose until 1944, when she went to 
make her home with her daughter, Mildred, in Sterling. She passed 
away in 1948. 
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LANE 


Mrs. W. Hardin Lane married W. H. Lane 1897 in Havana, 
she was born in 1878 in Rice County Kansas, he was born in 1865 near 
Chandlerville, Illinois ona farm. There were no children. She had 
been a frequent visitor in SanJose for some years. She was a seam- 
stress anda milliner. She had two sisters, Mrs. Jane Jervis, and 
Mrs. Fore Jerix of Rockford, Illinois. The grandfather, James Hol- 
din and Wm. Hanry Holdin came from England ina sailboat. They 
drifted thither and yon at the mercy of the wind. The grandmother 
served as a nurse on board. 


WILLIS LANGFORD 


Mr. Willis Langford was born August 2, 1865 at Rushville, 
the son of John F. and Elizabeth Langford. On May 7, 1890 he mar- 
ried Eva May Van Sice at Table Grove. Mr. and Mrs. Langford 
lived in San Jose and Green Valley for more than twenty-five years 
and were well known. After the death of his wife he lived in Green 
Valley with his daughter Mildred. He worked for the Chicago and 
Northwestern railroad until his death. His daughter Mrs. Mildred 
Thompson is employed in Pekin. 


LEAVITT 
(Given by Family) 


Jerimah Clough Leavitt (in 1886 the oldest resident of Prairie 
Creek Township in Logan County) was born inGilmantown, New Hamp- 
shire, January 15, 1818, a son of Joseph Leavitt; his grandfather was 
a native of England and a soldier in the Revolutionary War. He be- 
came a tanner and currier. In 1840 he moved to Indiana, September 
1849 he came to Illinois, in 1851 he acquired land in Prairie Town- 
ship and engaged in farming and stock raising. On February 5, 1843 
Mr. Leavitt married Abigail Dow Murray of Farmington, New Hamp - 
shire, she was born in December 14, 1822, seven children, two born 
in Indiana, five in Illinois. Hannah Margaret September 5, 1845, be 
came Mrs. William Wilson; Lovey Ann January 2, 1848, married 
March 12, 1868 to Henry C. Coffman, of DeWitt County, Illinois; 
Rosanna C. October 27, 1850, married May 18, 1867 to Stephen S. 
Weaver; Mary Abigail born October 7, 1853, died December 1854; 
Mary Melissa born September 22, 1857, married March 15, 1874 to 
Harmon Cannon, Nebraska; James Murray Leavitt, born July 19, 
1860, married May 6, 1882 to Mary E. Kelleher; Jerimah C. Jr. 
born June 22, 1865 married in Max, Nebraska. 


Mr. Leavitt, a democrat, united with the Baptist Church in 
1842, celebrated 50thanniversary February 5, 1893. Mrs. Leavitt's 
parents James and Margaret M. (Dow) Murray are natives of Staf- 
ford Co. New Hampshire. Mr. Murray bornFebruary 14, 1801, Mrs. 
Murray August 10, 1800. They were married February 21, 1821. 
In 1852 they came to Illinois and settled in Menard Co. Mr. Murray 
was a democrat of the Andrew Jackson Type. They had four daughters 
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Abigail Dow; Lovey Randall; Margaret D.; Rosanna C. The latter 
is the wife of John H. C. Gray of Piatt County, Illinois. in 1950 the 
old home is still standing about halfway between Springfield and Peo- 
ria. In early days the stagecoach stopped there on trips between the 
two towns. The houseis about four miles southeast of San Jose, IIll- 
inois. 


James M. Leavittborn July 10, 1860 married Mary E. Kell- 
eher in 1882, died in 1922. Mary E. died March 3, 1945. They had 
five children James Joseph born July 14, 1883: Mose born June 5, 
1885; Walter born August 10, 1887; Abbie Mary born February 6, 
1891; Esther born July 6, 1894. Abbie Mary Leavitt was drowned 
June 11, 1909, when an auto left the road, went into a ditch on the 
way out to her home near San Jose, Illinois. James Joseph married 
Wilhelmina J. Johnson of Lincoln, Illinois on February7, 1908. They 
had eight children: Clarence born August 4, 1910; Walter Leroy born 
April 15, 1912; Mabel Elizabeth born April 18, 1914; Harold Nelson 
born June 7, 1916; Wilbur Edward born July 24, 1918; Melvin Kenneth 
born February 5, 1921; Abbie Charlotte born June 2, 1923; Alfred 
Leonard born June 28, 1927, died July 8, 1927. Mrs. Joseph Leavitt 
born September 27, 1942; David Wayne born December 8, 1949. 
They live near Canyon, Texas. 


Walter Leroy married Mildred Scott, August 3, 1940 at Can- 
yon, Texas. They had no children. 


Mabel Elizabeth married William Sims of Happy, Texas, Feb- 
ruary 25, 1933. Twins, Carl Wayne and Carol Edward born April 
12,.1937; Dorothy Mae born February 25, 1933. 


Harold Nelson was married to Dot Smith January 22, 1938, 
four children, Betty Ruth born January 20, 1939; Bonnie Beatrice born 
February 21, 1942;HaroldNelsonJr. born April 2, 1944; Carl James 
July 28, 1946. 


Wilbur born July 24, 1918, single; Melvin Kenneth born Feb- 
ruary 5, 1921, single; Abbie Charlotte married Don C. Smith August 
17, 1940, three children, Donna Charlotte born October 14, 1941; 
Karen Ann born May 10, 1944; Laura June born May 1, 1949 and died 
the same day. 


Mose Leavitt was born June 5, 1855 near San Jose, married, 
December 19, 1912 to Blanche Mae Young of Green Valley, Illinois. 
Three children, Margery Elizabeth born March 23, 1915; Elzie Merle 
born July 3, 1917; Verga Mae born August 10, 1921. 


Margery Elizabeth married Racille Probasco March 27, 1937, 
two children, Errol David born June 16, 1939; Carroll Allen born 
July 9, 1944. They live in San Jose. Elzie Merle married Gertrude 
Louise Feil May 27, 1939 from Fall Creek, Illinois. They had no 
children. Verga Mae born August 10, 1921, single, lives and works 
in Chicago, Illinois. 
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Walter Leavitt married Jessie Lough October 12, 1912, one 
child born, Dixie Louise born October 28, 1915. Abbie M. born Feb- 
ruary 6, 1891, died June 2, 1909; Esther married Russel Morgan 
January 1, 1920, four children James Russel born October 28, 1921, 
at San Jose, married; Raymond Lloyd born December 12, 1922, was 
killed March 8, 19450n Iwo Jima, enlisted with the Marines December 
8, 1942; Donnabelle married Vernon Chenoweth, Milford, Michigan, 
on February 9, 1945 now living in Tucson, Arizona; Hannah Margaret 
married William Wilson. 


EMERSON A. LEINWEBER 


Conrad Leinweber and wife, Elizabeth, were bornin Germany, 
and came tolIllinois in 1867, settling at Natrona and later moving four 
miles west of San Jose which is the homeplace. They had twelve 
children, one of these being William J. Leinweber who broke this 
land outofprairie. He later married Nancy Belle Walton, the grand- 
daughter of William and Nancy Miller, the Miller's having come to 
Illinois from Indiana in a covered wagon. William Leinweber and 
wife, Nancy, settled on the homeplace. He was on the Board of Dir- 
ectors when the Allen Farmers Elevator was formed. They were the 
parents of two children: Emerson A., who married Lorene K. Utech 
in 1924;and Imogene, who married Ncble E. Mann. The Mann's have 
four sons anda daughter and live on the original William Miller home- 
place. The Emerson A. Leinweber's reside onand farm the original 
Leinweber homestead. Mr. Leinweber is a member of the San Jose 
Community Unit School Board and served when the unit system was 
adopted. They are the parents of two children: Emerson W., who 
married Dorothy M. Roth of Victoria, Texas 1-31-1948; and Ruth 
Iverne, who is a student at Bradley University. 


PHILIP LEINWEBER 


Phillip Leinweber's parents were Mr. & Mrs. John E. Lein- 
weber. Phillip Leinweber and Maggie Claussen were married March 
9, 1907. To this union five children were born: three sons, George, 
Wilford, and Clarence, and two daughters, Florence and Ruby , 
George and Florence are married. Wilford, Clarence and Ruby are 
still at home. Mrs. Leinweber died May 12, 1943 at the age of 58 
years. Mr. Leinweber has always lived in this community. He has 
bought his home up from a wet swamp into a high state of cultivation 
and now has one of the best farms in Mason Co. He introduced full 
blooded polled Hereford cattle into this community forty years ago 
and has a very outstanding herd, with which he has won many valuable 
prizes. 


WM. LOWE 


Wm. Lowe had three brothers born near here. In 1867 he 
moved to Iowa and married Miss Alice Ore. They lived in Iowa. He 
died in 1841. John Jumper went to Iowa in 1909 and married Nellie 
Lowe that year. They lived on a farm in Prairie Creek Township. 
He passed away in 1925, she in 1941. She lived in San Jose the last 
four years of her life. 


164 


165 


PHILLIP LEINWEBER 


& MRS. 


MR. 


Ed Jumper came to this vicinity in 1917. He lived on the for- 
mer Howell place until 1936. He married Fanny Morford of Gris- 
wold, Iowa. They had one daughter Vivian Eileen. She is married 
(Mrs. Clarence Bree) of Prairie Creek. They have three sons. 
Robert born in 1935; Bernard born in 1937; Billy Ray born in 1945. 
One of the boys is now in high school (1950). 


Mr. and Mrs. William Lowe have two sons and two daughters. 
William Edwin born in 1911; Ruby Frances February 1915; Catherine 
Irene born October 4, 1922; Calvin Raye born July 6, 1927. William 
is living in Lincoln, is married and has four children, (mother was 
Doris Mae Stotz of Lincoln.) Ruby is an employee of the State School 
in Lincoln. She has twodaughters, Emily Frances and Ruby Marie. 
They attend the San Jose school. Catherine Lowe married Edwin 
Stonecipher of Green Valley in 1940. They have four girls and one 
son, Shirley Irene; Jo Ann; Junior; Barbara Jean; Beverly Kay. 
They are pupils inthe Green Valley schools. Calvin Lowe graduated 
from San Jose high school. Served in the army eight months in 
World War II, since then he has farmed. In 1949 he married Jean 
Hopps of Bath, Illinois. Mr. Lowe's hobby is a fine garden while 
Mrs. Lowe's is piecing quilts, sewing carpet rugs and reading. 


JOHN F. LOWER 


John Frank Lower, son of Robert Page and Rebecca Lower, 
was born January 18, 1846 in Springfield, Clark County, Ohio. He 
passed on at the home ofhis son Louis Lower of San Jose aged nearly 
81. He was united in marriage with Sarah Elizabeth Speltz of Minier. 
To this were born nine children, four died in infancy. He had two 
sons, Louis of San Jose, and John of Beardstown, three daughters, 
Lexie Ingersol of San Jose, Imogene Curtis and Vera Loring of Pekin; 
seven grandchildrenand one great grandson; five sisters, Susan Ever- 
sole of Morton, Illinois; Viola Gardner ofStuart, Iowa; Malinda Baker 
and Caroline Speltz of Omaha, Nebraska; and Elizabeth Jaden of Min- 
ier re Mlinois, 


When but a small boy he came with his parents from Ohio to 
Illinois residing near Minier. After his marriage on May 1879 in 
Bloomington they moved to Stromsberg, Nebraska living there nine- 
teen years. He engaged in the grain and livestock business theres 
He built the first grain elevator in Stromberg. Mrs. Lower passed 
away while they were living in Stromberg. In 1892 he and the child- 
ren moved to Illinois. He spent the remainder of his life here ex- 
cept a few years spent at Beardstown, Illinois, ona farm which he 
purchased, 


He returned to San Jose where he spent the remainder of his 
life. 
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LUX (Submitted) 


Great Grand parents, Michel Lux born in Hattor, France, 
April 17, 1799, his wife Salome Lux was born June 10, 1797. Our 
Grandfather Frederick Lux was born in Hattor, France, December 
p4, 1822. His parents moved to Pennsylvania in 1829, Pottsville, 
Schuylkill County where they resided until they came to Illinois in 
1847, bought a farm in Mason Co. three and one-half miles south 
of Forest City, one-one-half miles east of Bishop, Illinois. At one 
time Bishop was a very active town. Their son, Frederick Lux re- 
mained in Pennsylvania and on November 19, 1850 was married to 
Elizabeth Houtz. To this union was born a son Frederick Jr. Sept- 
ember 10, 1851. In 1858 they moved to the farm with Michael and 
Salome Lux. They passed away in 1860 and were buried in Forest 
City Cemetery. Fredrick Lux and wife remained on the farm until 
October 1875. Fredrick Lux Jr. was married to Mary Jane Cannon 
September 28, 1875. His parents moved to San Jose, Illinois to the 
home on Vine Street. Grandfather passed away August 26, 1886. 
Grandmother lived there for several years. She helped a great deal 
among the sick. She died in 1897. 


To Fred and Mary Luxeightchildren were born. John S. Lux 
married Alice Gumbel in 1901. They had a daughter Adah (Lux) Sel- 
lers of Sycamore, Illinois. Grace E. Lux married John Benninger . 
August 8, 1914; Cecil C. Lux lives at Green Valley, Illinois; Stella 
M. Lux married Eugene Martin in 1901. They had nine children: 
Mary Connett, San Jose; Dallas, Robert, Richard of San Jose; Walter 
Martin Lincoln, Illinois; one son died in infancy, Frances Penprase, 
Los Angeles, California; Gene Siville of Lincoln, Illinois. Stella 
married Ben Groves of San Jose has a son James Groves who has 
recently married. He built one of the recent 'basement homes" on 
the Groves corner. Flora L. Lux married George F. Franks of For- 
est City in 1906. They have three children, Jessie Behrends; Helen 
Cannon, Pekin, Illinois; Alvin Frank at home in Forest City. William 
G. Lux, single, passed away July 19, 1948, in San Jose. Fred M. 
Lux married Elsie Klingbile. They have three sons - Fred, Charles, 
and Kenneth of Beardstown, Illinois. Clyde H. Lux married Lulu 
Walker. They had two children, Mary Jane Curtis of Los Angeles, 
California, and Robert Allen, San Jose, Illinois. Grandpa Clyde Lux 
has the youngest grandson, Donald Allen, son of Robert Allen and 
Joyce Newlin Lux born December 25, 1949. The luxes were one of 
the first families to settle in Mason County. After the death of our 
father, May 19, 1903 we moved to San Jose in 1904. Mother passed 
away in 1936. 


Lida Spaits was the teacher of Grace. She attended school in 
the home where James Phillips now lives. It was a two room school 
then. I lived with my grandmother after her husband's death. She 
made home-made yeast, and I peddled it for her. I made money for 
my school supplies ''those were the good old days". Clyde attended 
school here in San Jose at the grade school. 
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Our mother's parents, Patrickand Mollie Scott Cannon came 
from County Cork, Ireland, landed in Louisville, Kentucky. Mother 
was born there in March 10, 1856, when she was six weeks old they 
moved to Janesville, Wisconsin. They lived there ten years. They 
had a son John. Our great uncle Charles Cannont lived with them. 
They left Wisconsin ina covered wagona horse and oxen brought them 
to Illinois. They settled ona farm ten miles west of Manito. They 
lived to be over 90. Neither mother or dad had sisters, so we chil- 
dren never had any aunts - just one uncle. 
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CASPER H. MAGEL 


Casper Henry Magel was born in San Jose, Illinois, May 15, 
1885. His parents were Henry and Adele Alder Magel. Henry Magel 
was born in Iseldorf, Germany, Adele Alder was born in Speicher, 
Switzerland. Laura Myrtle Eggleston born in Natrona on June 9, 
1887 to Isaac and Margaret Baxter Eggleston. Isaac Eggleston born 
in Terril, England, on February 11, 1858. They were married in 
Englandand came to New York in 1880. Adelaide and Anna were born 
in England. They came to Mason City then moved to Natrona, Illin- 
ois. Elizabeth, Nora Harriet, Laura Myrtle, William Isaac, Harry 
Thomas, Edna May, and Bernice were born in Natrona. Adelaide 
and Anna graduated from Mason City High School. Mr. Eggleston 
moved from Natrona to a farm in 1902. Mr. Eggleston was a con- 
tractor and builder. Nora, Laura, Will, Harry, Edna, and Bernice 
graduated from the San Jose HighSchool. Edna and Elizabeth became 
graduate nurses from the Proctor Hospital in Peoria. The other 
girls taught school, the boys farmers, and Bernice became a secre- 
tary. 


Adelaide married John Mathers of Fletcher, Ohio, on October 
26,1905. They have three children: Margaret, E izabeth, and Hugh. 
Elizabeth is married and has three children. Elizabeth Eggleston 
married Elwood Hunt in Upton, Wyoming, on June 16, 1915. She 
passed away on January 3, 1951 in Wyoming. Elwood Hunt passed 
away January 9, 1942. Anna Eggleston passed away May 16, 1908. 
Nora Eggleston married Fletcher Copes of Green Valley, Illinois, 
August 24, 1910. They have lived in and around Ottumwa, Iowa. 
William Eggleston married Jessie Myrtle Baker near Ottumwa, April 
29, 1916. They had three children, Margaret, who became Mrs. 
Pickett, andhas twosonsand a girl. RobertEgglestonis married and 
has three girls. Also Frank Eggleston is married and has two girls. 
Harry Eggleston married Mildred Beatrice Barnes May 8, 1938. 
They had one daughter, Ester Lucille, who was born March 3, 1939. 
Bernice and Arthur Lykins were married in Waukegan, Illinois, Feb- 
ruary 21, 1922. They have two sons, Howard Arthur and Robert Ell 
wood, both are married. 


Casper Magel graduated from eighth grade and high school in 
San Jose in 1903. He became acontractor and builder and started to 
build when he was sixteen years old. In 1914 Theodore Magel went 
into the contracting business withCasper. The brothers worked there 
until 1925 when they movedto South Bend, Indiana. The Magel Bros. 
were in the contracting and building business until Casper passed away 
February 9, 1949 of a heart attack in his home. He was buried in 
Green Hill Cemetery February 12, 1949. 


Laura finishedthe eighth grade workin Natronaand graduated 
from San Jose High School in1904. She taught school in Mason Coun- 
ty. She and Casper were married October 18, 1917 in her father's 
home near San Jose. Mildred Virginia Magel was born July 18, 1919 
in San Jose. She graduated from the South Bend schools and from the 
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University at Bloomington, Indiana, with a B. S. degree in 1941. She 
worked and is still working withthe Pennsylvania Railroad. On June 
10, 1950 she was married to J. B. Richardson of Toledo, Ohio. They 
live in Toledo. Mr. Richardson works with the American Telegraph 
and Telephone Co. 


CHRIS MAMMEN 


Mr. and Mrs. Chris G. Mammen farmed the George Smith 
farm southeast of San Jose for nearly twenty years. Mrs. Mammen 
was Miss Jennie Reinholz. They were married inSt. Peters Lutheran 
Church inEmden. Thereare four daughters: Mrs. Margaret Becker, 
San Jose; Mrs. Grace Swart, Hartsburg; Mrs. Christine Hildebrands 
and Mrs. Berniece Klokkenga of Emden. The Mammens moved to 
Emden where Mr. Mammen was employed by the Illico Service for 
eight years until his death in 1950. 


WILLIAM MANGOLD 


. William Henry Mangold was born near Bremen, Germany, in 

1849. At the age of six, he came to this country, with his parents. 
It took thirteen weeks to make the crossing, and after being on the 
water for several days, the parents learned they were on a condemned 
boat, but they arrived safely. 


He grew to manhood in the vicinity of San Jose. He married 
Christinia Ginther of near New Holland. She was born in Waverly, 
Ohio. They were married inthe Salem Methodist Church atSan Jose. 
They made their home in the Fairview school district, five miles south 
west of San Jose, and lived there all the rest of their lives. 


They were the parents of eleven children, which are as fol- 
lows: Wm. Henry, who never married, and now lives with his bro- 
ther, Walter. He was born August 26, 1875; Charles Lewis, born 
December 29, 1878. He married Lucille Mathony of Minneapolis, © 
Minn. They live on a farm near Mason City, Illinois. They had 
three children, Ruth Ellen, deceased, Imogene Christine, deceased, 
Harold William married and a farm near Mason City, they were the 
parents of two children. Albert Richard, now deceased, born Feb- 
ruary 9, 1881. He married Ada Allen of Mason City, they were the 
parents of two children, Howard B. and Donald E. the latter is in 
this country's service. -- Harry E., born February 2, 1883, married 
Bessie Watkins, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Watkins of,Allen's 
Grove, Mason County. Their children are Mildred, now Mrs. Clar- 
ence Little of Jerseyville, Illinois;Glen married Wilma Grant of Mas- 
on County, they live on a farm near Auburn; Paul who married Vivian 
Earl, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Earl, formerly of San Jose, 
live on a farm west of Mason City. -- Josephine Kathryn now deceas- 
ed, born August 8, 1884. She married Clyde V. Marshall of Mason 
City, and to this union two children were born. Dorothy, who mar- 
ried HarloHelps of Klemme, Iowa, they have two sons and a daughter, 
Robert L. who married Luella Kennedy of Klemme, Iowa. They have 
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two daughtersand a son. They alllive onfarms near Klemme, Iowa. 
---John M. born March 8, 1886. He married Essie Houchin of Allen's 
Grove. They hadtwo children, Gwendolyn, deceased, and Bernardine 
who married Robert Raybourne - he is in the country's service. --- 
Bessie C., born November 6, 1887. She married Geo. H. Faulkin 
of San Jose. LeRoy is farming in partnership with his father. --- 
Walter Willard, born September 18, 1891. He Married Florence 
Smiley, daughter of Mrs. Ida Smiley of Lincoln, but formerly of San 
Jose. Their children are Fremon, married Audrey Dennison of San 
Jose, they have three children Darla, Gary, and Cheryl. ---Raymond 
E. married Gloria Eigenbrod of San Jose, and they have two children 
Cynthia Rae and Stephen Ray. All the Walter Mangold family live in 
San Jose.---Roy Ralph, was born June 29, 1892. He married Ruth 
Cross of Mason City, and they have one son William at home .---Two 
children died in infancy. 


Mr. Mangoldand sons did the neighborhood threshing of small 
grain using the steam engine. He was the owner of the first automo- 
bile in this community. It was a Buick and had Presto lights. It was 
really a thrill in those days to ride in it. He also did Blacksmithing 
for the farmers in the neighborhood. 


Mr. Mangold passed away at the age of 62 years and Mrs. 
Mangold passed away four years later. 


DARIUS A. MARSHALL 


Darius A. Marshall, of Manito, Illinois, married Mary E. 
Ruth, of Green Valley, October 4, 1884 at Pekin, Illinois. They went 
to housekeeping in Delavan, Illinois. They were the parents of five 
children, one passing awayin infancy. Those survivingare Clyde V.; 
Herbert T.; Grace E.; and Gilman W. Mr. Marshall worked many 
years at Starr's flour mill in Delavan. After it changed hands, Mr. 
Marshall moved to a farm and in 1903 the family moved to the Bratt 
Farm two miles northwest of San Jose. While there the younger 
children attended school in San Jose. The family, after three years 
of farming, moved to the George Bockwitz farm six miles south of 
San Jose, and there remained for eight years. While there Clyde 
married Josephine Mangold, a neighborhood girl; Herbert married 
Miss Bessie Summers of Mason City, and Grace married J. Harness 
Cunningham. The family moved to Thornton, Iowa in 1915, and there 
made their home. Mr. and Mrs. Marshall passed away at this Iowa 
home. Mr. Marshallon February 4, 1939 at the age of 82; Mrs. Mar- 
shall February 28, 1940 at 83. They are buried at Klemme, Iowa. 


Clyde V. and family lived in San Jose neighborhood a number 
of years and moved to Iowa in 1915. They were the parents of two 
children, Dorothy and Robert. Both are married, and each have a 
family. Mrs. Clyde Marshall passed away at their home near Gard- 
ner Iowa, on August 2, 1936. 
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Herbert and his wife also lived in the San Jose community on 
the Bentley Buxton farm and moved to Iowa in 1915. They have one 
daughter, Irene. They have retired (1950) and are living at Clear 
Lake, Iowa. 


ROY MARSHALL 


He is the son of Wm. and Nancy (White) Marshall of Sailor 
Springs, Illinois. He was born January 18, 1906. Mrs. Kathleen 
(Denison) Marshall was born February 4, 1925, they live in San Jose 
Logan County, no children. She is a product of our schools and at- 
tends the First M. E. Church. Her greatest pleasure is reading. He 
likes to fish and hunt. He is amillwright of Corn Products Company. 


Piva MARTIN 


Mr. and Mrs. P. A. S. Martin, at one time well-known res- 
idents of San Jose. Mrs. Martin was a sister of Mr. W. H. McDow- 
ell. Mr. Martin was Postmaster during the latter part of Grant's 
and the first part of Hayes' administrations. Mrs. Martin was the 
sister of the late Zenas Kidder, one of the founders of the village of 
San Joseand has manydistant relatives here. Mr. and Mrs. Martin 
were both natives of Ohio, but came with their parents to Illinois and 
lived years in this neighborhood. They passed away within twenty- 
four hours of each other, and the funeral was held in Delavan. 


ALBERT MC COLLISTER 


(Submitted by Gertrude McCollister Lackland, Sycamore, Illinois) 


Albert McCollister, my grandfather, after my grandmother's 
death in 1871 remained in his home in Broadwell, Illinois for a few 
years, later he was urged by his nephew, Alex Chestnut, who resided 
in San Jose, Illinois, to discontinue his business interests and go to 
San Jose, and join him in the management of his general store. Mr. 
McCollister had spent histimeas a merchantand grain dealer also as 
Postmaster for more than thirty-two years until past eighty years of 
age he retired. About the last fifteen or twenty years, he resided in 
San Jose. While in San Jose he was connected with the Alex Chestnut 
General Store and later served as Postmaster for more then ten 
years. He also served as Superintendent of the English Methodist 
Church Sunday School, as well as in other official positions of that 
church for a number ofyears. He was anardent advocate of the tem- 
perance cause and gave much of his time to religious work. 


I remember hearing him say he greatly enjoyedthe friendship 
of Rev. Havinghorst, pastor of the German Methodist Church in San 
Jose, and the five sons of this minister always called him "'Uncle Al- 
bert" as did many of the citizens of the town and community. He also 
mentioned at differenttimes that many of the children of the town did 
not know that he had any other name than "Uncle Albert". He would 
chuckle to himself when telling this and was pleased to know he had 
the friendly contact with all classes of the people of the town. The 
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last five years he lived, he spent inmy home at Chenoa, Illinois. My 
husband enjoyed his company as much as I did. He was always wel- 
come in our home as well as inthe homes of the other grandchildren. 
He died in. our home in1905 just quietly slipped away due to old age. 
His grave is at Lincoln, Illinois and final burial service was con- 
ducted by one of the sons of Rev. Havinghorst, who became a minis- 
ter, and as I recall was a District Superintendent of the Methodist 
Church at that time. 


By the way, it may be a matter of interest to know that when 
my grandfather and grandmother came from Ohio they lived in Spring- 
field, at the time Abraham Lincoln was living there and he had the 
honor of being a warm friend of Lincoln's. At that time the town of 
Lincoln, Illinois as we now know it was called Postville and Lincoln 
held court there. 


Thomas J. Chestnut II was one of the pinneers of pioneers 
Creek Township. 


DAVID MC CULLOUGH 


David McCullough came to San Jose from Antioch, Ill. He 
married Lillian Dillon of San Jose, and their children are Fred Mc 
Cullough of San Jose, and Birdie (McCullough) Fryer of Galesburg, 
Illinois. 


Fred McCullough married Estelle Vandevort of Harness, and 
their two daughters are Mary and Dorothy. Mary became Mrs. Lyle 
Cross, and they have two sons and live in San Jose. 


Birdie McCullough married Paul Fryer, son of John Fryer. 
Paul passed away in 1941. Her mother, Mrs. David McCullough, 
lived with her until her death in November 1949. 


E..J. MELL 


E. J. Mell, a pioneer of Mason County, Illinois, was born in 
Ohio in 1842 and came to Mason City, Illinois, as a very young man. 


Shortly after the beginning of the Civil War, he enlisted with 
Company E, 27th Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and served until his 
company was mustered out in 1864. 


He was united in marriage to Melina Elizabeth Taylor, also 
a pioneer in Mason City, in 1866, where they resided for several 
years. Duringthistime, he servedas postmaster and a storekeeper. 
Later, they moved into Allen's Grove Township to the farm West of 
San Jose, which was their home as long as they lived. 


E. J. Mell was quite active in community affairs, serving at 


different times as supervisor tax collector and asa member of the 
state legislature from this senatorial district. He was a member of 
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MR. FRED MILLER FAMILY 


Front row left to right - Clarence Miller, Mrs. Fred Miller, Mr. 
Miller, Margaret Miller Bartels. 


Top row - Mabel Miller Carey, Lawrence Miller, Alma Miller 
Wolfe. 
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the G. A. R. Post, Masonic Blue Lodge, St. Aldemar Commandery 
No. 47 in Petersburg, Knight Templars in Peoria, Illinois, and Order 
of Mystic Shrine. 


Of the six children, two are living at the present time. The 
eldest, Mrs. Della Balwin, resides in Berkeley, California, and the 
youngest, John D. Mell, attorney, resides in Santa Fe, New Mexico. 
He was married to Ollie Cease of Mason City. 


The deceased children of E. J. and Melinda Mell are Joseph 
L. Mell, who married Marie Ivy of Mississippiand resided in Texas, 
Ora A. Mell, who married Fred B. Johnston of San Jose and resided 
in Phoenix, Arizona, Forrest G. Mell, who married Mary Josephine 
Johnston of San Jose and resided at the Homestead Farm until a few 
months preceding his death. 


The remaining family of E. J. Mell and Melinda E. Mell, re- 
siding in Allen's Grove Township, are daughter-in-law Mrs. Forrest 
G. Mell and granddaughter, Mary E. Mell. 


FRED MILLER 


Fred Miller was born in 1880in Hanover, Germany. He came 
to the United States on June 3, 1895. He worked as a hired man for 
W. H. Hindahl until he was twenty-four years old. He married Mar- 
garet H. Faulkin in the year of 1904. She was the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Geo. Faulkin who lived three miles Northeast of San Jose. 
They had five children: Alma, Mabel, Margaret, Clarence and Law- 
rence. All live near San Jose except Lawrence who lives in Decatur, 
Alabama. Alma is Mrs. Harold Wolf, Mabel is Mrs. John Carey, and 
Margaret is Mrs, Carl Bartels. Mrs. Miller died January 10, 1946, 
after a few years of failing health. The Millers have lived two miles 
west of San Jose since their marriage with the exception of two years, 
when they lived at the Faulkin homestead three miles northeast of San 
Jose. 


WILLIAM M. MILLER 


William M. Miller, farmer and stock raiser, P. O. was Nat- 
rona, but he was identified in business interests with San Jose and 
as such aided in the earlydevelopment. Mr, Miller was born in Fay- 
ette County, Indiana, June 16, 1830; followed farming; cameto Allen's 
Grove Townshipin September 1858. He made the most of his money 
in raising hogs for the market, made a specialty of breeding Poland 
China swine. His father, John Miller, was born in Ohio, 1800, and 
married Cynthia Manlove, in Fayette Co. Ind.; she was born August 
10, 1809, departed this life March 21, 1854. William M. Miller 
married Nancy Jane Childers September 5, 1852; she was born in 
Madison Co., Indiana, July 9, 1833; five children came totheir home, 
the first Hannah A. born December 5, 1853; Eiphemia May born May 
1, 1865; Vilura, September 29, 1856 and Josephine L. born August 
27, 1871. Mr. Miller owned a farm of 315 acres, was a member of 
the Christian Church, of Allen's Grove Township; political affiliations 
were with the Democratic Party. 
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DAVID MORRIS 


He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Warren Morris of Tremont 
(now deceased). She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Baum- 
gardner of San Jose. He has six sisters and four brothers. Mrs. 
Max Loeffler (Magdalen Morris) now lives in Detroit; Mrs. Martin 
Loeffler (Irene Morris) has six children now living in Detroit, Mrs. 
Guy Herndon of Mackinaw, Illinois (Mamie Morris) ; Dorothy Lucille; 
Janette; James. Three are married, Janette is still in school - she 
has never missed a Sunday at her Sunday School. Mrs. Lee Miller 
of Tremont (Martha Morris) hastwo sons and a daughter - Meredith 
(World War II); Robert married; Verla is still at home (1950). 


CHARLES MYERS 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Myers were married October 19, 1929 
at Rantoul by Rev. Ray Ragen. They have two sons Charles and Gary, 
in school in SanJose. Mr. Charles Myers is the sonof Mr. and Mrs. 
Ed Myers of San Jose. Mrs. Ed Myers was Ella Connett of near San 
Jose. Vera is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Folkman of Forest 
City, a relative of our Carl Gumbel family. Mrs. Myers' hobby is 
crocheting while Charles delights in music. The older son is follow- 
ing in his father's musical line. 


A. M. MULFORD 


A. M. Mulford came to San Jose in 1941 from New Holland 
vicinity. He is the son of Alvin and Stella Mulford of Mason City. 
He has one sister, Mrs. Adna Clanninger of Rhode House, Illinois. 
He married Ruby Pedigo of New Holland November 24, 1928. She is 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Pedigo of New Holland. 


Mr. Jacob Mulford of Mason City, Illinois and Clarinda (Mc 
Carthy) Mulford had nine children: Thomas, Alvin, Norman, Walter, 
John, Lizzie, Rose, Rilla, Effie Carrie. Rose married Thomas Dod- 
son, had two sons and two daughters. Rilla married Bernard Mar- 
teen; Effie married Joel Legg - they had four children; Carrie mar- 
ried. 

Alvin Luther Mulfordis the son of Jacob Mulford, his one son 
born May 29, 1908, A. M. Mulford and one daughter Adna Mulford 
Clonniner. She has three living children - John, Sheila, Vivian Clon- 
niner. A. M. Mulford has two sons. Melvin finished school here 
and is working with his father. Eugene is in grade school. 


W. B. Pedigo of New Holland and Almeda (Tibbs) Pedigo, 
their children, Velma born July 18, 1908, Ruby born April 20, 1910, 
Fred born January 7, 1912, Irene born January 23, 1924. Velma 
married Glenn Harpen of Kentucky, three children, Norma Jean, 
Thomas married, one daughter, Linda Francis in Petersburg. They 
have a son Dennis a freshman in Petersburg. Fred Pedigo married 
Alberta Plunkett of Decatur, Illinois. Their children Shirley and Her- 
bert; Irene Pedigo married Joseph Cox of Springfield. They have a 
daughter Diana five years. A. M. Mulford's maternal grandparents 
were Samuel and Asbra Jones. 17 
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GEORGE NANNEN 


George Nannen was born in Nebraska near Halem. He mar- 
ried Paulina Wolfof Natrona, Illinois. Paulinaandher sister, Lydia, 
are children of Grandma Wolf who now lives in San Jose, Illinois. 
The Nannen's have one daughter, Mildred, who is married to Dale 
Englehorn, son of Phillip Engelhorn. Dale, Mildred, and their two 
children live in Princeville, Illinois, where Da le is Coach Instructor 
in the Princeville High School. 


LEE NIEUKIRK 


Mr. Lee Nieukirk was born in Hannibal, Mo., January 20, 

1879, came to San Jose while an infant. For a short time he made 
his home in Middletown, Peoria, and Green Valley and later came 
back to San Jose. While living in Green Valley he was married to 

Virginia Watts (October, 1900). Twodaughters filled this home with 
pleasure and happiness. Thelma was:-ten and Thyrsa was eight when 
the tragic death ofthe husband and father occurred. Lee E. Nieukirk 
went out to re-charge hisacetylene gas generator. Just how the ac- 
cident took place no one will know, as death came too soon to obtain 
any information from him and Thyrsa, who was nearby, was unable 
to impart any information. The verdict of the coronor's Jury was 

''In the case of Lee E. Nieukirk, that the same Lee E. Nieukirk came 
\ to his death by the explosion ofan acetylene gas machine while in the 
_ act of re-charging said machine by being struck in the face by some 
part of the machine.'' His face was cut and received a very severe 
blow."' 


JOHN B. NORRIS 


Mrs. Mabel Hullinger Norris (Mrs. John B.) was born May 
29, 1881 in Natrona, Illinois. In childhood she moved with her par- 
ents to San Jose, where she lived the remainder of life. She taught 
in the Mason County schools for several years, beginning in the rural 
and later working in the grade school of San Jose. She was united in 
marriage with John B. Norris, 12-2811904. Twochildren, Margaret, 
Mrs. Swim, of Dixon, Illinois; and Robert, enjoyed their days spent 
in San Jose. Mrs. Norris taught much of her married life because 
she seemed to feel that teaching was her appointed task; and she did 
it so well. She solived that she taught everyone who knew her to re- 
spect andloveher. Shediedin August, 1934. Mr. J. B. Norris and 
daughter, Margaret, visited San Jose, whena reception was given 
honoring Mr. John Fryer. 


HERBERT EUGENE NULL 


Herbert Eugene Null was born on a farm near Mason City, 
Illinois. He is the son of William S. and Martha Ann Tomlison. 


On February 14, 1923, he married Virgie Barton at Amboy, 


Illinois. She was born near Mason City and attended school near 
Forest City and at Havana. 
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They have two children, Jeanne Virginia, now Mrs. Robert 
Corson of Decatur, and Jan Aden, a son, who is at home. Jeanne 
graduated from Mason City High School and Illinois Commercial Col- 
lege, Champaign, Illinois. They have a daughter, Pamela Jan. 


The Null's moved to their present farm home in 1935 and 


purchased it in 1943. They are members of the First Methodist 
Church in San Jose, Illinois. 
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FREDERICK WILLIAM PAAS 


F. W. Paas was born in Leighlengen Kreis Solingen, Reg. 
Dusseldorf Rhenish Prussia, September 15, 1831. In Prussia he 
learned the weaver's trade; also the barber's trade. He came to the 
United States landing in New York April 29, 1856 and in St. Louis 
May 8 of the same year. Herehe learnedto make horse collars. The 
following November he went to Quincy, Illinois where he learned har- 
ness making. He spent the next fall in Beardstown, Illinois, working 
at whatever he could get to do. July 20, 1852, he married Catherine 
Strothman,. Catherine was born in Prussia April 10, 1837 and came 
to America in 1852. August 13, 1862 Frederick enlisted in Co. A, 
114th I. V.1. forthreeyears, They wereassigned to the 115th Army 
Corps, under General Sherman. He was in the engagement with the 
rebels at Jackson, Mississippi; siege of Vicksburg; in the retaking of 
Jackson; thenat the destruction of Brandon, Mississippi; at Memphis 
in 1864 his brigade was transferred to the 16th Army corps, Com - 
manded by Gen. A. J. Smith. He was in the defeat of Guntown, Mis- 
sissippi. He was then called to Nashville to assist Gen. Thomas to 
hold that post against Hood's army. He was in the battle of Mobile, 
and mustered out at Vicksburg, reaching Springfield, Illinois, in July 
and was discharged August 16, 1863. During all his campaigning he 
was never in the hospital. He returned to Beardstown where he re- 
mained until 1869 when he moved to San Jose, where he remained un- 
til his death. 


Seven children filled their life with happiness: Henry W. 
(1860) died in infancy; Elizabeth M., September 10, 1861; Albert T. 
March 10, 1867 (departed this life at the age of three weeks); Lydia 
C. April 29, 1870; Frederick W. February 18, 1873; George E. July 
6, 1875; and Sophia A. January 6, 1879. He was interested in every- 
‘thing he thought was for the good of the country; a staunch member 
and worker in the German Methodist Church. Elizabeth married 
George B. Bockwitz, they lived north of San Jose for years. Lydia 
married August Schoenwise; George married Mollie Vickery and lived 
in the west. Sophiamarried Mr. Sutton and lived in Oak Park, Illin- 
ois. 


George Edwin Paas, son of Frederick and Mary Paas, was 
born 7-6-1875 in San Jose, Illinois. His mother died when he was. 
fifteen years old. Atan early age he took up the harness making and 
assisted his father inthe harness and undertaking business. When his 
father's health failed, he assumed the responsibility and in 1905 added 
hardware and builtathriving business. In 1916 he married Mollie C. 
Vickery; they hadthree girls Ruth, Maurine, and Margaret. In 1911, 
Mr. Paas went to Edmonton and purchased the Waldorf hardware 
store. He took a leading part in Civic affairs and in the Methodist 
Church, He died in January, 1927. 
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JOSEPH PATTEN 


Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Patten, formerly of Natrona, Illinois, 
came from Ohio in a covered wagon. To this union came these chil- 
dren: Adda, Charles, Edwin, Reinford (deceased), Maude, and Er- 
nest. Adda was born in 1866 in Ohio, came west with her parents 
when she was elevenyears old, Shemarried Jerry L. Wilson in 1888. 
They lived in and around Natrona as farmers. Their son Gary D. 
was born in 1889 in Natrona, Illinois. Harry, Delavan, was born in 


1891, Hazel was born in 1895 lives in San Jose. Harriet M. was 
born in 1900 and died in 1904 as a result of pneumonia. Mr. Wilson 
passed away in 1904, the cause being a severa injury suffered five 
years previously. 


WILLIAM PARSONS - "Uncle Billie" 


William Parsons was the son of Henry Parsons and, was born 
in Lancaster County, Penn., January 24, 1846. He was united in 
marriage to Sallie Yontz in Lancaster County June 10, 1866. To this 
union three children were born: Charles of Pekin; Mayme (Mrs. Dan- 
iel Doherty) of Stuart, Iowa; and Fannie, (Mrs. William Brian) of 
Peoria, Illinois. Thetwo brothers of Mr. Parsons, Albert and Louis, 
live in the east, Nine grandchildren survive. 


Uncle Billie''in the last years of his life was an efficient 
caretaker of the Grade School in San Jose. All the children learned 
to love, yet to mind him. He was adept in as sisting in the putting-on 
of rubbers and overshoes; also in the art of buttoning coats and in 
turning the little ones out ready for the street in all kinds of weather 
and in the shortest time; yet so quietly that the older grades didn't 
realize that it was time for Primary Pupils! dismissal. 


MERLE PAYNE 


Merle Payne married Ann Lathbury. They have a daughter, 
Sandra, and a son, Alan, who for the most part is a happy-go-lucky 
sort of a guy. Another son, younger than Alan, passed away after 
being burned, 


CARL PFEIFFER 


Carl Pfeiffer married Sevilla Crawford. Sevilla is a daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Amos Crawford. Pfeiffer's have two children, a 
son and a daughter, 


RAYMOND PAUL PFEILER 


Raymond Paul Pfeiler was born in Germany in 1894, His par- 
ents were August and Susanna Pfeiler of Germany. Raymond came 
to America when he was eighteen years old. He landed in New York 
August 1912. Not being able to speak English he was handicapped at 
first; he soonovercame his difficulties and succeeded in the building 
business of his own: The San Jose Machine and Woodworking Shop. 
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In June 1924 he married Reatha Mandrel, daughter of Charles and 
Josephine Mandrel of San Jose, Illinois. Her grandfather was a sol- 
dier of the Civil War. Her mother died in 1928. 


W.R. PHILLIPP 


W.R. Phillipp was born in Gera, Germany on February 2, 
1859, the son of Karl and Friedricks Phillipp. At the age of seven he 
came to the United States with his parents who settled in Wheeling, 
West Virginia. 


He grew tomanhood there and on March 17, 1881 he married 
Lucy Piehler. They had two sons Chester and Carl. Several years 
later Mrs. Phillipp died. On March 13, 1889, at Beardstown, [lin- 
ois, he married a sister of first wife, Mary. They had four daugh- 
ters, two of whom died in infancy. 


In the fall of 1893 the Phillipp family moved to San Jose where 
Mr. Phillipp went into the blacksmith business as a partner of Sam 
Wahl, Later he bought out Mr. Wahl and continued in business until 
the spring of 1914. 


In February 1916, he took over the duties of janitor at the grade 
and high school inSan Jose, and continued to serve there for twenty - 
five years. Onhis eightieth birthday he retired. He has been in good 
health most of his life. His two daughters are Mrs. Frank Clark of 
Rockford, Illinois, and Mrs. C. E. Schraudt of San Jose. The 
Schraudt couple have one son, Robert, who received a master's de- 
gree in Economics from the University of Michigan. 


Carl Phillipp who lives in Glendale, California, has one son, 
Carl Jr., living in Seattle, Washington, who has three children, 


ROY POPPLETON 


Mr. and Mrs. Roy Poppleton from Kewanee, Illinois, have 
been with us some six or more years. Mr. Poppleton came to open 
the Tri-County Bank as cashier. Mr. Poppleton is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Lincoln Poppleton of Cambridge, Illinois. Mrs. Popple- 
ton is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Lamb of Kewanee, [llin- 
ois. The Poppletons were married in Kewanee 5-1-1919, and lived 
around Kewanee until they came to San Jose. They have three chil- 
dren: Virginia, who is married to Lawrence E. Anderson of Little- 
ton, Colorado. Virginia and Lawrence have two sons Thomas L. and 
Kim. William Poppleton and Violet Glaznap have two children Terry 
B. and Nancy. Suzanne their youngestdaughter, is interested in mus- 
ic and is inclinedtowardteaching. The family attend the First M. E. 
Church, 
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Four generations Charles Mrs. David Probasco 


Probasco, his mother Rilla In June 1950 graduated Bachelor 
Probasco,Son David Probasco, Science in Nursing Educ. 
Grandson Racille Probasco 


Erroll David Probasco Carroll Allen Probasco 


Sons of Mr. & Mrs. C. R. Probasco 
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Mrs. Elizabeth Probasco Reardon 
Wife of Major B. A. Reardon 


Michele Marie Reardon 


Mitzie Lou Reardon 
Daughters of Major & Mrs. B. A. Reardon 
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PROBASCO FAMILY 


Mr. Ryan V. Probasco was born in Virginia, came to Illinois 
when quite young and settled in Metamora. He had two brothers, 
John andSam. Johnmarriedand had four children, two sons and two 
daughters, who lived near Peoria, Illinois. Sam and his wife lived 
near Hopedale during their life. 


Mr. R. V. Probasco married Mary Nieukirk. They had three 
children, Elsworth, Charles, and Jessie, who died in infancy. Els- 
worth left Bloomington, Illinois to tour the world. He married in 
Australia and had a family of three. He was heard from when he 
reached the Phillipine Islands. All were well and he was conducting 
an Amusement Park there. The wife and two children passed away 
soon afterwards. One son survived so far as it is known. This son 
had his schooling in Java and he served in World War I. 


Charles Clark was born about 1869. He lived in and around 
San Jose all his life. On October 7, 1888 he married Caroline Titus, 
Drake. She was the daughter of Johnathan Drake and Jane Cory Drake. 
To them were born two sons, Clyde Drake and David Randolph. Dav- 
id married Lillian Sofia Zimmerman in 1911. To this couple two chil- 
dren were born, Charles Racille (Red) and Elizabeth. David lost 
his life crossing along the coast of Scotland during the first world 
war. Racilleand Elizabeth were reared by their grandfather, Char - 
les, andhis second wife, Maude Meeker Probasco. Racille and Mar - 
jory Elizabeth Leavitt Probascoare parents of Errol David and Car - 
rol Allen, Elizabethand her husband, Mr. Rearon, have two daugh- 
ters, Micheleand Mitzie. Mrs. Lillian Probasco is a nurse at Hines 
Hospital, Hines, Illinois. 
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JOHN RAPP 


John Rapp was born April 10, 1816, in Baern, Germany. He 
came to the United States via sailboat in the 1840's. They aimed to 
get to New York City but because of ill weather after nine months on 
the water, they arrived at New Orleans. Mr. Rapp came by boat to 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Catherine Dick was born May 17, 1828, in Baern, Germany. 
She also came to Cincinnati but no record of her journey is recalled. 


John Rapp and Catherine Dick met in Cincinnati and were mar- 
ried there on January 20, 1849. Their first four children, John Jr., 
Henry, Catherine, and Chris were born there. 


The family migrated by water to Bath, Illinois. Here two 
children, Louisa and Benjamin were born. From Bath they came to 
New Holland and worked as hired help for the La Forges during the 
Civil War. Later Mr. Rapp farmed the eighty acres where the Prairie 
Creek Township House is. He drove from New Holland to do this 
farming. At that time, grain was harvested by scythe and bound by 
hand. While at New Holland the last two children, Emma and Mary, 
were born, 


Mr. Rapp bought prairie land for $12.00 per acre and built 
the first house onthe prairie on the site of the home now occupied by 
Milton Froebe. The lumber was hauled by wagon from Pekin. This 
house was moved from its original site and is now part of the house 
occupidd by Chris Aper. While the days of the Methodist Circuit 
rider seem to be somewhatearlier, Mr. Rapp told of holding services 
in his home led by ministers who came on horseback to bring the gos- 
pel to the San Jose area, 


John Rapp Jr. born in 1851, was first married to Margaret 
Barkmeier and had one son Fred. He married Emma Alder and had 
two sons, John and Alfred. John Rapp's second marriage was to 
Matilda Pusch. They had a son Arthur and a daughter Anna. Arthur 
married Vera Sinclair, They had three children, Vera Margaret, 
Ruth and Robert. Vera Margaret married Arnold Arnie. They have 
a son Robert and a daughter Barbara, Ruth married Harold Olson 
and has a daughter, Sara. Robert lives at home. 


Anna Rapp married Paul Smeltz of Hopedale. To this union 
five daughters were born: Mary, Marjorie, Dorothy, Joanna, and 
Patricia, Mary married Ernest Shearer and they have two children. 
Marjorie married Emery Yuhas - they have two children; Dorothy 
married Theodore Colangelo, they have one son; Joanne married 
William Boatwright and they have three children. Patricia married 
Marvin Henry. They have a son Richard and a daughter, Karen. 


Henry Rappmarried Minnie Bockwitz and had three children: 
Lydia, Clara, and Will. Lydia married Dave Glock = no issue. Clara 
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JOHN RAPP FAMILY 

Front row left to right - 

Benjamin Rapp, John Rapp, Jr., John Rapp, Sr. Henry Rapp 
Back row left to right - 
Louise Rapp Diers, Emma Rapp Froebe, Chris Rapp, Mary 
Rapp Becker, Katherine Rapp Boeker 


married Fred Zimmerman and had five children: Calvin, Gerald, 
Gladys, Lois and Dwight. Calvin married Mae Parkman. Their 
three children are Fred, Joan, and Roger. Gerald lives in Spring- 
field. Gladys married Fred Ryan and had one son Jerry. Lois mar- 
ried Merle Yontz. They have six children as follows: Judy, Marlene, 
Nancy, Linda, Teddy, and Carrol. Dwight married Betty Behrends. 
Their daughter is Janice Jane, 


William Rapp married Esther Hulting. Their children are 
Merton, a lawyer, and William Elon, a doctor, 


Catherine Rappmarried August Boeker. Their children were 
John, Pauline, Clara and Emma. 


John married Lulu Kraft. Pauline married Herman Geise and 
had five children. Martin, Elmer, Otto, Louise, and Paul. Martin 
married Helen Stiehl and has two children, Marlene and Roger. El- 
mer married Lois Denman = nochildren. Otto married Cleda Swartz. 
They have two children. Louise married Walter Hester, Paul mar- 
ried Noram June Nuckles and their daughters are Carolina and Susan, 


Christian Rapp married Rebecca Smith, a sister of F, CG. 
Smith, and had one daughter, Clarice, who married George Diers, 
Their daughter is Florence, 


Louise Rapp married John Diers, They had nine children: 
John Jr. Catherine, George, Lydia, Lula, Emma, and Clara. Two 
died in infancy. John Diers married Alice Hopping of Bloomington. 
They have five children: Louise, Ruth, Anna, John Jr. and James. 
Louise married Melvin Huss and their children are Joan and Tommy. 
Ruth lives in Los Angeles. Anna married Douglas McCorquodale, 
Their childrenare Alex, Douglas, Donald, and Mary Ann. John Jr. 
and James are not married. Catherine Diers married A. S. Lueb- 
bers. They were the parents of two sons Alvin and Ralph. Alvin 
married Buddie Browning. Theirsons are Jerry and Jimmy. Ralph 
married Viola Rylander, their daughter is Susan Kay. 


George Diers married Clarice Rapp, the daughter of Flor- 
ence, 

Lula Diers married Robert Smith (deceased), Theirson, Mel- 
vin, married Kaye J, Fiereck. Emma married Carl Neidermeyer. 
Clara Diers is a teacher. Lydia lives in Bloomington. 


Benjamin Rapp married Emelia Becker, They had six chil- 
dren: Lena, Philip, Verna, Laura, and two deceased, Lena Rapp 
married Ben Leinweber and had one son Paul. He married Florence 
Shepp. To them came a family of five children: Robert, Kenneth, 
Clifford, Russel and Arletta. Philip Rapp married May Entwistle. 
They had five children: Edna, Amelia, Benjamin, Virgil, and Dor- 
othy. Edna Rapp married William Garlish and has two daughters, 
Phyllis Jean and Sharon. Amelia married Laverne Weimer. Their 
daughter is Connie Lou. Benjamin Rapp married Audrey Hibbs and 
they have three sons. Dorothy Rapp married Glenn Quinn. Virgil is 


at home, 
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Verna Rapp married Warren Niekirk and had two children: 
Grace, who married Tommy Martin and Marvin who married Gy- 
neth Howell. The latter have a daughter, Nancy Ann, and a son, 
Mark, 


Emma Rapp married Christopher Froebe. The family was 
Lula, Esther, and Milton. Lulu married Henry Kramer. She is de- 
ceased, Milton married Gladys Hoffman. Their son is Charles 
Eugene. Esther is at home, 


Mary Rapp married George Becker. Their childrenare Cora, 
George, Palmer, Everett, Russel, and Emily. Cora married James 
Henderson. Sheis deceased. George marriedEsther Peters. Their 
two sons are Robertand Eugene. Robertmarried Enid Kiner and has 
one son. Eugene married Elsie Hendrickson and is assistant pro- 
fessor in agriculture at the University of Illinois. 


Palmer married Eva Kirby. Their children were Irvin and 
Fern. Irvin married Roberta Piazza, They have a son, Theodore, 
and a daughter, Darlene. They live in Hammond, Indiana. Fern 
married Loren Graham. They have two sons, Gary Lynn and Ellis 
Kent. They live near Macomb, Illinois. 


Everett Becker married Margaret Mannen and they have one 
son Dean. He married Darlene Barry. Their son is Barry Evan, 


Russel married Harmke Lessen, Their son is Lowell. He 
married Mary Margaret Johnson, They have a son, 


Emily is in Chicago. 


Of the original Rapp family two childrenare still alive: Emma 
Rapp Froebe born on December 4, 1864, and Benjamin, born on Jan- 
uary 15, 1860. 


CLAUDIA F, REED 


Claudia Fryer Reed married Kenneth Reed of San Jose. They 
had two sons, LaRue and John. LaRue Reed married Janie Orr of 
Kenosha, They have a son. Mr. John Reed married Viola Reed and 


have threesons, Thetwins are the older. They now live in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin. 


DONALD C, REED 


Donald C. Reed, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Reed, 
married Helen Mitchell, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. M. L. Mit- 
chell of Manito in 1932. Theattendants were Miss Mildred Mitchell, 
a sister of the bride, and Ralph Thomas of Manito. Mr. Reed was 
graduated from the San Jose high school and attended Lombard Col- 
lege. Mrs. Reed graduated from Manito high school, They have 
four children, two daughters and twin sons. They live on a farm two 
miles south of San Jose. Mrs. Charles Reed lives in the house near- 
by. Mr. Reed died in February, 1951, 
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Daniel Dillon 
(Founder of San Jose) 


Stewart & Mary Proctor Hight 
(Father & Mother of Nellie Dillon 


Daddy (Leonard) Reed Henrietta L. Reed 
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ISAAC REED 


Mr. Isaac Reed was born in Roxbury, Pennsylvania, Novem- 
ber 15, 1826. He married Miss Catherine Hannigan, who was born 
October 31, 1822. They were married in 1846, she died November 
28, 1906. Theirson Leonard was born April 28, 1847 at Dayton, Oh- 
io. A younger brother died when he was two years old. Mr. Reed 
was a highly respected citizen, an agriculturist, a public officer, a 
friend. Leonard Reed married Henrietta McCollough on Christmas 
day 1872 at Pekin. They resided on the farm west of San Jose until 
the death of Mr. Reed. (May 16, 1910) Then Mrs. Reed moved into 
town and lived there until her death January 29, 1925. Five children 
were born, two passed away in early childhood. The surviving are 
John Isaac, Charles E,and Kenneth LaRue all of this vicinity. Mrs. 
Reed was buried in Allen's Grove Cemetery. John Isaac married 


Ida Allen. Charles married Mattie Dillon, and hadtwo sons, Leon- 
ard deceased and Donald. Kenneth married Claudia Fryer and had 
two sons, both married and have children. 


Mrs. Henrietta Reed passed away at her San Jose home Jan- 
uary 1925, She was the daughter of John Taylor McCollough and 
Margaret Mahaffe McCollough. Mrs. Reed was 72 years old when 
death came to her. She was born near Columbus, Ohio, Dec. 8, 1852 
and came to Illinois in early life with her parents to Circleville. She 
was married to Leonard Dec. 25, 1872 and was a sister of David 
McCollough, also of John Elizabeth and Eliza McCollough. John 
lived in and around San Jose many years until death overtook him, 
Elizabeth married Mr. Adams; Eliza married Mr. Ellington. Both 
lived in and around Metamora. David married Lillian Dillon. He 
came toSan Jose when he was nineteen. Later he went to Chicago and 
later returned here. The two children of Mr. and Mrs. David Mc 
Collough are Fred of San Jose and Mrs. Birdie McCollough Fryer of 
Galesburg. Fred married Essie Van De Vort of Prairie Creek Town- 
ship. Their two daughters are Mary, now Mrs. Lyle Cross (they 
have two sons) and Dorothy, now Mrs. Raymond Wetzel of Berwyn, 
and they have two sons. 


Mr. and Mrs, John Isaac Reed were married by Rev. George 
E. Wetzelin October 1894, They went to housekeeping fifty-six years 
ago in the house twoand one-half miles west of San Jose, where they 
now live. They have five children. Fred Reed born March 18, 1904; 
Myrtle, who is now Mrs, Joseph Schindler, They live in Chicago, 
have one son and two stepchildren, The son is married and in the 
laundry business in Chicago. Gertrude Reed married Loren Elliot. 
Their daughter, Jackie Elliott, works in the Commercial Bank in 
Peoria. Lore Elliott passed away with cancer in 1949 at the age of 
thirty-seven years. Mrs. Elliott works at proof reading in Peoria, 
Bertha Rebecca Reed, born in October 1911, married Bernard Collins 
about 1934. He entered the service in 1941. They now reside in San 


Jose, They have one son, Kirk, John I. Reed, Jr. born Nov. 8, 1913 
remains a bachelor. 
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Mr. I. Van Nest who in 1850 came to this country with Isaac 
Reed lived in a little grainery downthe bridge of the south road. The 
five who livedinthe grainery forthe winter were: Mr. and Mrs. Van 
Next, Mr. andMrs. Reed, and Leonard Reed. The Van Nest's have 
five sons: Cornelius, Grant, Albert, Henry, and Sherman. They 
went to Los Angeles, all married, and were seen among us no more. 


LEONARD REED 


Leonard Reed, Farmer, Natrona, was born in Franklin Co, 
Pennsylvania, April 28, 1847. The only living son of Isaac Reed of 
Allen's Grove came here with his parents in 1854. His father was 
born in Pennsylvania, Nov. 15, 1826 was raised a farmer but learned 
the milling business which he followed to about 1868. In 1854 he 
bought land in Allen's Grove Township and moved on it in the spring 
of 1848 where he lived the remainder of his life. He married Cather- 
ine Hanegan Oct. 1846. She was born in Franklin Co., Ohio, Dec. 
1812. They had two children. Leonard, and Jacob Andrew (born 
June 28, 1849 and died June 20, 1852. Leonard married Henrietta 
McCollough Dec. 25, 1872. Hedepartedthis life Oct. 24, 1862. She 
died Feb. 25, 1879. They are buried in Circleville, Tazewell Co., 
Illinois. Mr. and Mrs, Leonard Reed hadthree children: John, Fred- 
erick, and Charles. 


RENKEN AND JACOBS 


Jacob Jacobs (born 8-15-1858, died 12-9-1893) was married 
3-29-1885 inGermany to Felke Bartman (born 10-8-1863, died 3-ll- 
1947). Soon after marriage she died. Four children grew to adult- 
hood. Bena Jacobs was born 1-22-1888 near Natrona. She married 
George Gerrietts of Green Valley 10-12-1917. They had two children. 
The daughter diedin infancy. The son, Raymond Gerrietts was born 
near Green Valley, Ill. He married Mary Larimore of Green Valley. 
They have three children all athome. Ralph I. Jacobs, born 8-20- 
1889, near Natrona married Lena E. Diers of San Jose on 8-28-1917, 
who is now deceased, They have one child Anna K. Jacobs born near 
San Jose. She married CarlGarlish of Manito. Their three children 
were born in Allen's Grove Township. 


Anna I, Jacobs, born 5-19-1891 near Natrona, married Jacob 
I. Imig 12-21-1910. Eight children lived. 


Jacob Jacobs died in 12-1893. Later Mrs. Jacobs married 
John Henry Renken, who was born 7-23-1872 in Germany. They were 
married 12-10-1896 and have six children at home. Henry Renken, 
born 8-25-1898, married Reka Eggena of Manito and have two chil- 
dren at home. Koert Renken, born 2-23-1900 married Helen Spang- 
ler of Mason City and have three children. Their daughter Mary Joy 
married Wendell Ewers of New Holland. Lena Renken, born in 1902, 
married Rev. A. C. Young of Springfield and have five children all 
of Carona, California, Tegia Renken, born 12-27-1904, married 
George McBride of San Jose in Aug. 1941. They have one child and 
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live in Mason City, Ill. Jacob Renken, born 9-14-1908, married 
Gladys Smith of Mason City, three children deceased, Benaand 
George Gerrietts of Green Valley both deceased. Mrs. Felke Bart- 
man Jacobs Renken died in 1947. 


PAUL REUTER 


Mr. Paul Reuter married Louise Faulkin of Pekin. Heisa 
grandson of John Velde and is employed in Super Power. She is the 
younger daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Faulkin of 309 South Fourth 
St. Pekin. Theirone son is about twelve. He is busy in school and 
enjoys music. 


JOHN RICKETTS 


Mr. John Ricketts was born 1-29-1862. On 3-4-1883° he mar- 
ried Sarah Jane Bulderback,. Asonand daughter were born. One be - 
came Mrs. J. B. Adkins in 1902. Three children were born. Lenna 
became Mrs. Wallace Richards. Curtis Crawford Ricketts was born 
11-1-1885 and married January 1-1807 Clementine Buxton Ricketts, 
the young daughter of Bentleyand Elizabeth Cory Buxton. They have 
two sons, Charles Bates born 10-14-1907 and Donald born in 1914, 
Charles and Mildred Montgomery Ricketts had a son Charles Bates 
Ricketts Jr. He is now serving in Korea. Charles Ricketts hada 
daughter Maryland Keith born 10-12-1936. Wilma Wiese was born in 
1910 in Anamosa, Iowa. She is interested in music and is busy in 
high school in Waterloo, Iowa. 


Donald Ricketts was born 10-11-1914, son of Curtis Ricketts 
was married 2-21-1946 to Mary Harrison Dize of Waverly, Iowa. 
They have three children, Larry Dean born in 1947, Donna Marie 
born in 1948, and Rose Ann born in 1950. They live in Jesup, Iowa. 
Donald Ricketts servedfour years in World War II and was honorably 
discharged on 10-26-1945. The position as Foreman at Rath Pack- 
ing Plant of Waterloo, Iowa, that he left when inducted into the army 
was open to him upon his return. 


John Ricketts married 3-23-1890 Marietta Barber who was 
born 1-1-1871. One sonIra Coe Ricketts was born to them. Ira mar- 
ried Mildred Johnson of Rock Island, They had seven children; Annis, 
Ricard, Max, Robert, Barbara, and Mary Ellen. Ira passed on some 
five years ago. 


J. A. RIEDINGER 
Submitted by Cora Jacobs 


J. A. Riedinger was born in Baden, Germany, 8-11-1850 and 
at the age oftwo his parents Adam and Sophia Riedinger brought him 
to America and lived at Warsaw, Ill. They later moved to Quincy 
where he was educated, attended Quincy College fortwo years, clerked 
and assistedinthe lumber business. He moved to Bushnell, Ill. and 
while there methis wife Emma Oblander, the daughter of George and 
Christine Oblander. They were married 4-26-1878 in Bushnell. In 
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1880 they moved to San Jose having purchased the General Store of 
C. F. Schlinger which was located on the lot which is now the San 
Jose Park. In190lthis building was destroyed by a fire which wiped 
out the entire block. This lot was sold to the Woman's Club and they 
made a park, made it beautiful with trees, shrubbery, and walks. 
They finally turned it over to the Village to be used as a park. 


In 1902, generalmerchandise was put in the building now oc- 
cupied by Mr. Arthur Williams, the druggist. In this building he con- 
tinued until his death in 3-19-1919. Mrs. Riedinger passed away 
6-1-1933. To this union were born three children, one died in in- 
fancy. One, Cora Riedinger is now Mrs. Fred Jacobs and D. W. 
Riedinger married Cora Bockwitz, daughter of George and Lizzie 
Paas Bockwitz. Dave and Cora had three children, two died in in- 
fancy. Theirdaughter Elizabeth Riedinger married William Gruens- 
felder; they have a son, Billie. 


Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Riedinger were members of the Salem 
Methodist Church in which they were very active. Mr. Riedinger 
served as an usher and was ever willing to help where he could. 
Mrs. Riedinger was a member of the Official Board and served on 
the building committee of the present church, was President of Lad- 
ies Aid for fifteen years andtaughta class for boys. One of the most 
beautiful services was her tender and helpful ministry to the sick. 


NICHOLAS ROMINE 


Nicholas and Eliza Romine and daughter Vannie Lee came 
from Campbellsville, Kentucky to Mason City, Ill. in 1891. Another 
daughter Connie Hubbard was born May 4, 1892. One son Marvin Eug- 
ene was born Dec. 25, 1894. This family moved to Allen's Grove on 
the then Taylor farm in 1904. They were then a part of San Jose 
community. Mr. Romine passed away in 1909 and Mrs. Romine in 


1955. 


The three children attended San Jose High School and grad- 
uated from the same. Vannie was the first tuition pupil of San Jose 
High School. . 


’ Vannie Romine and Edgar Woll, son of George and Lillie Woll 
were married Dec. 31, 1908. To this union three daughters and two 
sons were born. Glenna Katherine born Oct. 28, 191- and married 
Paul Smith, son of Edward Smith June 9, 1934. Leland Edgar was born 
Aug. 17, 1913, and was married to Vivian Armor March 6, 1946, res- 
idence, California, Lillian Constance Woll, born Feb. Neeho eS)) Bote 
was marriedto Fred Kuhn April 21, 1940. One daughter Connie Lu- 
ann was born Sept. 15, 1942, residence, Quincy, Ill. Marvin Stan- 
ley was born Sept. 27, 1917 and was married to Maxine Dennis, 
daughter of John and Francis Dennis, May 9, 1937. Three children 
were born: Ronald Edgar, Dec. 13, 1937; Linda Kay May 10, 1942, 
died Jan. 3, 1943; Glenda Sue was born Dec. 3, 1943. 
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Shirley Lee Woll (daughter of Vannie) was born August 18, 
1924 was married to Henry Imig, son of Jacob and Anna Imig, Dec. 
27, 1949, Edgar Woll died February 3, 1943 


Connie Hubbard Romine was married to Ferd Imig Jan. 8, 
1913. Two sons were born Milton Romine and Nelson Peter. Mil- 
ton and Connie died, 


Marvin Eugene Romine was married to Marion Wakefield 
Feb. 29, 1918. One son Charles Nicholas and a daughter Anna 
Catherine were born and live in Da llas, Texas, 


HARRY RUMMEL 


Mr. and Mrs. Harry Rummel were the parents of five chil- 
dren, Ross ofSpringfield, Neal, Leigh, Evelyn, and Dorothy. Mat- 
ilda Rummel was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Biggs. She 
died in 1934, Harry Rummel died in 1921, and Leigh in May 1951, 


MARTIN RUPLE 


An encouraging example of self-earned success is found in 
the career of Martin Henry Ruple, for many years one of the fore- 
most farmers in Mason County, Illinois. Mr. Ruple was born in 1835, 
and remembered only slightly his native state, Virginia. He was 
about four years old when the family came overland in a covered wagon 
to Illinois in 1859, His father, David Ruple, also was a native of the 
"old dominion'', and was born in 1804, while his mother, Miss Julia 
Igbritte, was born in Germany in 1815. 


Martin, at the age of seventeen, started out as an employee 
ofa land owner near Delavan. His education consisted of what he 
could get in the little log school house during three months of each 
winter, but being a vigorous, observing boy, learned much in the 
School of actual experience. At the age of nineteen, he had saved 
sufficient money to arrange for the purchase of eighty acres from 
Henry Lowery, lying two miles from San Jose, in Mason County. 


On Nov. 7, 1861, Mr. Ruple was married to Dinah C. Case, 
who was born July 18, 1841. From time to time Mr. Ruple pur- 
chased more land, until his holdings were 360 acres. He owned ten 
acres adjoining the town, as well as a quarter section S. W. of Win- 
nipeg, Canada, 


In the early days he had to haul his crops twenty miles to 
Pekin, but perseverence and confidence helped him over many a 
troublesome time. He was evera friend of education, served twelve 
years on the boards of education in Mason County, and did much to 
establish its present high standard of instruction. A Republican in 
politics, a devout member of the Methodist Church, he gave his chil- 
dren every advantage he could, 
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Martin Ruple 


Dinah Case Ruple 
(Wife of Martin Ruple) 


Geo. W. Ruple & Bertha L. Ruple 
Wedding picture Nov. 26, 1891 
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The children - Charles Henry, Mrs. Bertha Artz, George 
W., William David, Mrs, Julia S. Seigrist, and Florence Delia, have 
all reflected credit upon the teachings and example in the home. He 
ever was a man of pleasing address, had the habit of looking on the 
bright side of life, and gave a pleasant encouraging word to all he 
met. He had perseverance, good judgment and the moral courage to 
do what he thought right. 


George Ruple, of our midst, married Bertha Dillon, the daugh- 
ter of A. L. Dillon of San Jose. Charlie Henry Ruple married Fan- 
nie Starrs of Delavan, and they had two children, both of whom are 
married and living in Dallas, Texas. Bertha married Frank Artz, 
a Methodist minister, and their children were Paul, Pauline, and 
Alpha who died at the age of four. They live in Iowa. Julia Ruple 
married Mr. Elmer Seigrist in 1894, and their children are - Donald, 
living on the Ruple farm, is married and has three children. Gladys 
Seigrist married Fred Heitzman and they had one child, Dee. Doro- 
thy Seigrist married Carroll Farnam, and they have three children, 
a girl and twin boys, and live at Manito. Damon Seigrist married 
Phidelia Meade, They have a son, Dan, married Jane Palmblade, is 
an accountant in LaFayette, Indiana, Martin Seigrist is deceased, 
Delia Ruple married J. H. Hickey - they have one son and live in 
Delavan. 


George Ruple married Bertha Dillon on Thanksgiving Day, 
Nov 2020,618912 They have a daughter, Lillian Gland a son Martin 
L. Lillian became Mrs. J. C. Butler and has lived her married life 
in Chicago. Martin L. Ruple married Leota Zimmerman of Mason 
City, and they have one son, Robert M. Ruple, who married Eleanor 
Auer. They have two sons, Elmer Martin and Jerry Leigh. Martin 
married Della Golding in 1935 and lives in Arizona. William Ruple 
son of Martin Ruple, married Emma Mell of San Jose, a daughter of 
Thomas Mell, and they have three children, Carl, Glenn and Paul, 
and live in the west, 


Mr. J. C. Butler, a son of William and Jennie Ermling But- 
ler of Havana, Illinois, married Miss Lillian Ruple of San Jose, a 
daughter of George and Bertha (Dillon) Ruple, and they live in Chicago, 
Mr. Butler is a very frequent visitor in San Jose and is well-known 
here. For years he has been operating Electrical Engineer of the 
Illinois Maintenance Company of the Commonwealth Edison Company. 


GRANDMA RYAN 


Mrs. Mary Ryancelebrated her 98th birthday 2-21-1951, She 
was born in Portsmouth, Ohio, 2-21-1853. She came ina covered 
wagon with her parents and older brother and landed in Prairie Creek 
10-12-1853 at the age of sevenmonths., They were about one and one- 
half miles from where she lived until her marriage. Miss Mary A. 
Hubbard married Mr. Patrick Ryan in 1877 when they moved to the 
Ryan homestead where she now resides in excellent health, They had 
four children: James W. ;Anna Meyers; Mary L. Reardon (deceased); 
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and Nicholas Ryan. There are 14 grandchildren and 18 great grand- 
children, She came in a covered wagon and lived to ride in a jeep. 
Sitting inher bedroom looking out of a window she saw a horrid vehicle 
run by gasoline. Jim said, ''That's a Jeep''.. Her grandson offered 
to take her to the school election. ''Well, Grandma, how-do you like 
the jeep?" ''The biggest thrill in my life, let's go down the main 
street of Emden.'' Many interested people watched her mount the 
jeep - now she wants amotor cycle trip and is longing for an airplane 
ride, 


Her first operation was at home on her kitchen table - coal 
oil lamps forillumination. The doctors came out from Peoria. She 
had a nurse for only one week but she could not walk for two months. 
A major operation came when she was 80, in Peoria. She lived and 
endured the awful facts of the depression. When asked the reason of 
her long active life, she replied, ''I think have something left to do."' 
She is interested in quilts, has 26 finished, tats and knits and is a 
wonder at patching andan actively interested housekeeper. Mr. Ryan’ 
came from Limerick, Ireland at the age of six. 
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LOUIS SCHLEDER 


Louis Schleder, son of Adamand Elizabeth Hoerbert Schleder 
married Anetta Eeten, daughter of the Eise Eeton's of Emden, 


They have lived in San Jose for six years and are educating 
two daughters in our schools. Linda is in the fifth grade and Nancy 
is in the first. 


REV. C. F. SCHLINGER 
Submitted by Paul Pergande 


Rev. C. F. Schlinger, the first Pastor of the Salem Methodist 
Church, was born in Hille, Germany, in 6-23-1832 and came to this 
country in 1849. He located at St. Charles, Missouri, and there in 
1856 he married Catherin Westenkuehler who came from Germany, 
when six years old. In1868Rev. Schlinger was sent by the St. Louis 
German Methodist Conference to supply the San Jose, Emden, Harts- 
burg, Illinois charges. Rev. and Mrs. Schlinger and their three 
daughters traveled up the Mississippi and Illinois rivers to Pekin. 
Here members of the congregation came with several large wagons 
and a large three seatedspring-wagonto meet them and convey them 
and their belongings to San Jose. At that time there was no church 
and no parsonage in San Jose so Rev. Schlinger and his family lived 
with the Michael Adolph family until the parsonage was built. The 
church services were heldatthe Cream Ridge School. Rev. Schlinger 
preached in the schoolhouse Sunday mornings, in the Neibuhr School 
in the afternoons for the Emden Congregation. The following Sunday 
he preached in Hartsburg inthe afternoon and in San Jose at night un- 
til Emden and Hartsburg were united. The first church building for 
the Salem congreation was built during Rev. Schlinger's pastorate. 
It was dedicated in 1873. Rev. Schlinger later served other charges 
in the conference, but when failing health demanded a rest he and his 
family always returnedto San Jose. Here he engaged in farming and 
also preached at Petersburg, Sandwich, and Manito, Ill. In 1875 
again in San Jose on a period of rest he purchased a store building, 
moved it to the corner of Vine and First Streets, where the present 
City Park is located and opened a store. He maintained his store 
and continued farming inhis 80 acre farm for five years. Then after 
eight years ofservice as Superintendent of the Central Wesleyan Or- 
phan Home at Warrenton, Missouri, Rev. and Mrs. Schlinger re- 
turnedto San Jose to make their home. Atthattime Rev. R. Having- 
hurst was the pastor at the Salem Church. Mrs. Havinghurst was a 
sister of Mrs. Schlinger and it was the first time that these sisters 
could be together since their childhooddays. Rev. and Mrs. Having- 
hurst served Salem Church for four years. In 1889 Rev. Schlinger 
took another pastorate for two years and then returned to San Jose 
for life. Mrs. Schlinger passed away in 1894. Several years later 
Rev. Schlinger married Miss Alder. They lived in San Jose. Rev. 
Schlinger passed away in 1919. 
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When Rev. Schlingercameto San Jose the family consisted of 
three daughters - Pauline, Sophia, and Mary. Another daughter, 
Julia, had died in 1864. The youngest daughter, Anna, was born in 
San Jose in 1870. Anna married Louis Krughoff of North Prairie, 
Illinois in 1894. After several years they made their home in San 
Jose. The Krughoff's had four children. Cora, who is now Mrs. Don 
Gullion of Elkhart, Indiana; Clarence of Peoria; Mildred, a teacher 
in the high school at Sterling, Ill., and Orville, of Downer's Grove, 
Lise 


Pauline, the eldest daughter of Rev. Schlinger, became the 
wife of Rev. A. H. Bueltman, who served the Salem congregation 
for two years, 1902-04. There were five children in the Bueltman 
family all of whom calledSanJosetheir home. Herbert and Merrill, 
both of whom reside in Detroit, Mich.; Viola, who is now Mrs. Paul 
Cook of Homewood, Ill.; Loraine, who is Mrs. Russell Wageman of 
Chandler, Arizona, and Esmerelda, who married Joseph Servaes. 
They live in Peoria. Sophia, another daughter of the Schlinger's, 
married Rev. Will Boan, also a German Methodist minister. Mary, 
the third daughter, became the wife of August Pergande, a blacksmith 
of the village. 


Mr. Pergande, his father, Franz Frederick Pergande, and 
his brother, Julius, had come to America from Alt BelsBei Koslin, 
Hintern Pommerne, Germany in 1888. They reached San Jose in 
1889, August to enter the blacksmith trade here. After he had es - 
tablished his own shop, his brother Julius came and worked with him. 
At that time Julius' family was a wife and two children, Arthur and 
Elsie, both of whom now reside near Columbus, Wis. Mary Schlinger 
and August Pergande were married in 3-9-1893 at San Jose. They 
had five children: Annette, Paul, Aurelia, Bertha, and Freeman. 
Annette married Lester Wolpert of Spring Bay, Ill. at SanJosein 1917. 
Their children were: Marjorie, Florence Mae, and Wesley. The 
latter two were born in San Jose. At present Mr. and Mrs. Wolpert 
and family live in Peoria. Paul Pergande took over the family black- 
smith shop when the father died in 1914. He married Gladys Hais- 
lett of Warrenton, Missouri in 1919. They have two daughters, Es- 
ther Dorothy, and Lorraine. Paul Jr. died in infancy. Esther Dor- 
othy married Raymond Baumgardner of San Jose in 1940. He is en- 
gaged incontractingandcarpentering. Their children are Paul Ray, 
Maureen Kaye, and Mary Lynn. Lorraine married Orin Shepherd of 
Kentucky. Orin is assisting at the Pergande Blacksmith Shop. Mr. 
and Mrs. Shepherd have two children, Janet Sue, and Danny. 


Aurelia Pergande has been engaged in high school teaching 
since graduation from college. At present she is teaching Latin and 
Spanish in the Dundee Community High School, Dundee, Ill. Bertha 
Pergande married Albert J. Mann of Danville in 1930. They are now 
living in Canton, Ohio where Mr. Mannis superintendent of the Linde 
Air Products Company. Freeman Pergande, the youngest, was the 
janitor of the Salem Methodist Church and caretaker of Green Hill 
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Cemetery for a number of years, but is recuperating from a year's 
serious illness. Mrs. August Pergande, after the death of Mr. Per- 
gande in 1914, remained in San Jose until her death in Sept. 1944. 


GEORGE W. SCHULTE 


Mr. Schulte was born in Olney, Illinois in 1888. He came to 
San Jose in 1912 andwas marriedin Delavan in 1913 to Hazel Wilson. 
He is the son of Josephand Matilda Rafe Schulte. They lived in East 
St. Louis at the time of their death, his in 1906 and hers in 1930. 
They had one daughter born in 1917, Hannah Virginia, her childhood 
was spent in San Jose. In 1936 she married James W. Ryan living 
five miles south of town. He was the son of James W. and Elizabeth 
(Murray) Ryan ofSanJose. Theirchildren were born near San Jose. 
George William Ryan, born in 1937, attends school in Walkerville, 
Maryland. Mary Colleen Ryan was born in 1938. She will enter the 
seventh grade in the Maryland schools in the 1951 term. 


JOSEPH SEELYE 


Bartholomew Seelye was born in Ohio in January, 1828 and 
was five years old when the family brought him to the new home in 
Illinois. An accident in childhood left him a cripple, and when he 
tried to join the Union cavalry during the Civil War he was rejected. 
He farmed and aside from that he was a well-digger. Many of the 
early wells of Mason County were the work of his hands. Also to add 
to his jncome he made excellent axe-handles, and both for pleasure 
and profit, he trapped for fur. A Republican in political views, he 
held no office. He married Miss Sarah Sherer who was born in Men- 
ard County. Their family was William Lindley of Denton, Texas; 
Joseph; Perry, of Ennis, Texas; Johnathan of Manito, Illinois; Rob- 
ert, deceased. The latter had two children, a son who entered the 
World War and has not been heard of since; Marietta, the wife of 
Edward Schapaugh, of Topeka, Illinois; and Charles of San Jose, 
Illinois. 


Joseph Seelye of the above family grew up in Mason County, 
was educated in the rural schools, and in later years embarked in 
the hardware business and continued in such work for forty years. 
He became an active figure in public life, was on the Manito Council 
for many years, serving inthe capacity of President of the Board and 
as mayor of the village. A progressive man, he recognized the 
need of brick sidewalks, and laid the first walks of the kind in the 
village at the corner of Heckman!'s store, near the Peoples State 
Bank. He cast his first presidential vote for James A. Garfield, 
fraternally was a Mason, and a Modern Woodman of America. He 
married Nellie Meigs at Manito, Oct. 19, 1884. She was the daugh- 
ter of Rev. John B. and Zelinda Jane (Stevens) Meigs. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Seelye were born the following children: Clarel of New York 
City engaged as a promoter in the motion picture business; Ernest, 
a bookkeeper inthe bank atSan Jose who married Opal Gayand. They 
had two sons, Levert and Glen. James, a merchant of Manito mar- 
ried Hattie Himmel, and have two children, - Frances and Marion; 
and John Arvel, an automobile dealer in Manito. 
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ALBERT SELLERS 


Albert Sellers was the son of Joseph and Belle (Coburn) Sel- 
lers. Mrs. Albert Sellers was the daughter of William and Margaret 
Vivian Willis of Kentucky. She came to Illinois at the age of five and 
attended our schools. Mr. and Mrs. Sellers have a son and a daugh- 
ter, Ruth Virginia, born 1-28-22. She works in Bergner's Store, 
Peoria, and drives backand forth. James Emerson has recently re- 
turned to Marine Reserves. He served 39 months in World War Il. 
Albert Sellers has a trucking business which he began after his ser- 
vice in World War I. 


SHANKLAND 
Submitted by Howard and Mary Brian Shankland 


Howard Andrew Shankland was born in Chandlerville, Illinois 
in 10-14-1892. He married Mary Eliza Brian, who was born in Gray- 
ville, Illinois in 8-17-1893. They were married in 1917, They had 
a daughter, Mary Kathryn Shankland, born in San Jose in 8-12-1917, 
Their son, John Howard Shankland, was born in Kenosha, Wisconsin 
in 8-12-1919. Kathryn Shankland married John William Adams in 
2-19-1944, Their son, Patrick William Adams was born in Kenosha 
in 4-22-1945, Mary Elizabeth Adams was born in Chicago in 12-25- 
1949. 


Howard Andrew Shankland was the sonof James Marion Shank- 
land who was born in Nicholas County, Kentucky 11-27-1837. His 
wife Lydia Elizabeth Griffin was born in Cass County, Illinois 8-6- 
1555. 


Mary Brian Shankland was the daughter of John Milligan Brian 
who was borninSumner, Illinois 9-12-1869 and his wife Nora Charles 
was born in Grayville, Illinois 4-14-1867. 


Mrs. Nora Shankland later married Henry Harrison Stewart, 
who was born in Pekin 4-20-1846, Mary Brian Shankland had a sis- 
ter born in San Jose, Illinois 7-10-1897. She passed away 10-10- 
1903. Mary's father, John Milligan Brian, died in Iowa in October, 
1897. Mr. Stewart died in Kenosha 2-9-1930. Mrs. Stewart is liv- 
ing with her daughter in Kenosha. Mary and Howard were educated 
in San Jose and grewtoadulthood here. Both became teachers in the 
Mason County schools later going to Kenosha, Wisconsin. 


Elsworth Shankland and Katherine Woll were married 9-25- 
1903. They had threesons. James Lyle married and had two daugh- 
ters, Joan Katherine and Sally Jane. Fremon Layfayette married and 
had a son, James Dean and a daughter Judith Diane. Nicholas Mil- 
ford married and had a son Nicholas Brian and a daughter Deborah 
Ann born in 1950. 
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MARTIN RUPLE HOMESTEAD - 
(Now the Don Siegrist home) 


1906 Left to right - Minerva Siegrist, Mrs. Martin Ruple, Don Siegrist, 
Damon Siegrist, Elmer Siegrist, Mrs. Julia 
Siegrist, Gladys Siegrist, Aunt Jennie and Delia 
Hickey. 


M. SHAW 


Mr. and Mrs. M. Shaw who have resided east of San Jose for 
some years were married at Rushville, Illinois. They had three chil- 
dren: Perry, Verna, the wife of Wesley Tammeus of Delavan; Dwight, 
who married Frances Kauffman. They have three children: Laura, 
Carrol, and Lee, all in school. 


LLOYD SHAWGO 


Mr. Lloyd Shawgo was born 9-15-1913. He is the son of 
Thomas and Dice Williams Shawgo. She came from Campbellsville, 
Taylor County, Ky. with her fatherW. W. Williams, a farmer. The 
Children of James HallShawgo and Rhoda Adams Shawgo were Thom- 
as, Bert, Blaud, Art, Ed., Hazel, and Bessie. When J. H. Shawgo 
died at the age of 81 he had fifty-one living grandchildren. Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Shawgo now live in Normal, Illinois. 


Mr. Lloyd Shawgo married Josephine Kakac }2-2-39 from 
Wisconsin. Herparents came from Czechoslovakia. He was a weal- 
thy farmer and a cabinet maker but had to sign all his assets over 
before coming to America. Mr. Lloyd Shawgo is the oldest of his 
father's family. Hehasasix year old daughter, Julie. He has three 
sisters who live in Normal and four brothers. Eugene Shawgo is in 
the Army asa Master Sargeantin the Signal Corps. Mr. Lloyd Shaw- 
go was born near Mason City. He is a graduate of the San Jose 
schools, He left here in 1933, joined the Army in 1934 and was dis- 
charged in 1937. He then worked three years for Montgomery Ward 
and Co. in Chicago. He entered the oil business in Wilmette, Ill., 
operated an oil station in Lincoln, Ill. for Shell Oil Co. and now has 
his own gas station selling Mobile Gas Products in San Jose. 


AMOS SIEGRIST 


Mr. Amos Siegrist is the son of Christian and Mary (Yontz) 
Siegrist. They came from Lancaster, Penn. in 1900. They had 10 
children, nine sons and one daughter. They were Amos, Charles, 
Elmer, Franklin, Henry, Ida Norman, Stanley, and Harry. John 
died in 1920, Amos died at the age of 89. In 1906 he married Miner- 
va Ballard of Canton. They lived on the old Siegrist homesteadall 
of their married life and Mrs. Siegrist resides there now, One son 
Robert Amos born Aug. 5, 1909, lives in Peoria and has two sons, 
Lester and John, and one daughter, Susan. Charles married May 
Nieukirk of San Jose. Charles and May Siegrist's children are in 
Missouri near Chillicothe. Elmer Siegrist married Julia Ruple Sie- 
grist. Franklindiedinearly life, Henry and Stanton went to Ottumwa, 
Iowa. Henry married Ida Belfred. Theyhave four children: Maude, 
Marvin, Howard, and Dean. All live near Ottumwa. Stanton mar- 
ried Mabel Pram. They had three children. Dallas, now of Wash- 
ington, D. C., Opal lives near St, Louis, and Donald is deceased, 
Ida married JohnCrawford. Theyhadeightchildren, later they lived 
in Valiere, Montana. Their children are Earl, Harlin, Ted, Ruth, 
Marion, Hyla, and Vera. 
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Mr. & Mrs. Amos Siegrist 


204 


t 


iegris 


(Mary) Si 


lan 


t 


1S 


Chr 


Mrs. 


t 


iegris 


ian S 


e 


. 


1S 


Chr 


205 


Norman Siegrist married Flossie Allen. Their three sons, 
James,Gerald, and John are all married. James is married and 
lives in Chicago. Gerald of Pekin has two daughters and one son, 
Fonda, James and Norma, now of Jacksonville. John, Mason City, 
has two daughters Sonja and Royce Ann. The first wife passed away 
in 1920 of flu. He later married Pearl Adams and they now live in 
Lincoln. Harry Siegrist married Winnie Belford. Harry is deceased. 


CHARLES ABRAM SIEGRIST 


Charles Abram Siegrist, son of Christian and Mary Yontz 
Siegrist was born near San Jose 6-14-1861. He died in Missouri 
12-5-1932, He wasone of a family of ten children, nine boys and one 
girl. He grewto manhood onhis father's farm, and on March 5, 1890 
married May Nieukirk of San Jose. They had six children. In 1908 
they movedto Missouri. He was a member of the Methodist Church. 
He was survived by his wife who has since passed away in 1950. The 
childrenare Harry Lee; Alphe Edmond; Ruby E.; Leo Dale; and Char- 
les Kenneth. Harry Lee and Alphe are in Brookfield, Missouri. 
Ruby E. is Mrs, Littrel of Cheeling, Missouri. Mr. Siegrist's bro- 
thers Elmer, Amos, and Norman remained in the San Jose vcinity. 
Harry and Stanton are of Ottumwaand Mrs. Ida Crawford is of Valier, 
Montana (sister), His parents and three brothers preceded him in 
death, 


DONALD SIEGRIST 


Donald Siegrist and Alice Klokkenga, born 5-26-1909, to Nanke 
and Johanna Bruns Klokkenga of Emden, were married 5-26-1936 in 
the "Little Brown Church of the Vale" near Clemens, Iowa. They 
are the parents ofthree children. Karen Lee was born 3-8-1938; Jay 
Don, born 11-4-1939; and Mary Alice born 10-22-1943. They are the 
third generation to be born on the Ruple homeplace as they are the 
great-grandchildren of Martin and Diana Ruple who purchased and 
settled this place in the early days of San Jose. 


MR. AND MRS, E. J. SIEGRIST 
Given by Julia Siegrist 
My parents, Dianah C. Case and Martin H. Ruple were mar- 

ried Nov. 7, 186land started housekeeping on a homestead of 80 ac- 

res two miles west of San Jose, Illinois, now known as the Don Sie- 

grist farm. My parents bought this farm from a man by the name of 
David Lowery who had purchased it from the Government. At this 

time this land was a huge prairie full of hazards. Some years later 

after much labor my parents purchased another 80 acres of prairie 

land adjoining the original homestead. 


I recall many stories my folks would tell us children. One 
time father took his wheat to Pekin to be ground into flour. Mother 
tied her son to a bedstead while she went out to chase wolves from the 
door. Another tale was ofa man who lived north of us in an old shack 
and herded cattle on the open prairie. He gathered cow chips to use 
as fuel and came to our place for milk and eggs. 
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There were nine of us children - five girls and four boys. 

All of us attended the Reed School and the San Jose schools. I mar- 
ried Elmer Siegrist February 8, 1894. We residedon the Ruple farm 
for 14 years. The original home built by my parents in 1874 is still 
being used by my son Donald Siegrist and family. We moved to our 
own farm, my presenthome, in1908, just one mile west of San Jose, 
Illinois. We had five children, one deceased, all of these children 
attended the Reed School, also lately three of the grandchildren. Now 
there are nine grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. Mr. 
Siegrist died on February 15, 1946. 


I have attended the three different M. E. churches that have 
been built to accommodate the congregation as the village and com- 
munity grew and have been present at the dedications of the last two 
built in San Jose. 


All of my life has been spent in Mason County, with the excep- 
tion of about four years when my parents retired and moved to Del- 
avan, Illinois. I am now happy living on the farm my husband and I 
purchased. ''No place like home". 


OSCAR SMILEY 


Oscar Smiley married Zella Cruse Smiley 9-23-1911 at St. 
Paul, Minn. He is the son of Johnand Ida Kidder Smiley of Kansas. 
Mrs. Smiley was the daughter of Philip and Mary Alice Gumbel Cruse 
of Indiana. She was raised in Jacksonville, Ill. came to San Jose, 
lived in Kenosha some eighteen years and is now in San Jose. Mar- 
jorie was born 11-26-1913 and married Richard Thomas of Kenosha 
and they live there. Therearethree children: Richard Darrel, - born 
12-5-1935; Maxine Ray 3-9-1942; Janette Lee 8-4-1944. Virginia 
married William Madigan of Lincoln, Ill. She has been living with her 
husband in Germany. He is in the Army of Occupation and must re- 
main until 1951, They have two sons. Thomas Smiley Madigan was 
born 5-11-1939 and Larry Allen Madigan 11-1-1943. These boys at- 
tend the San Jose School. 
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EDWIN H. SMITH 


Edwin H. Smithand Edith Freeman Stone were married Nov. 
21, 1911 at her parent's home in Cherry Grove, Mason City, ina 
double wedding with her sister Lois P. marrying William I. Smith, 
Rev. Frank McCarty officiated. Edwin H. Smith and family live in 
the home where he was born, which he inherited at the death of his 
father. When the Mason County Farm Bureau was organized, he 
servedas boardmember representing Allen's Grove Township for 12 
years. He has been a member of the Board of Education of the San 
Jose High School for 19 years. He and his wife are parents of five 
children, all graduating from San Jose Community High School. Iso- 
bel was born March 28, 1913, graduated from Lincoln College and 
since has lived in Springfield. Bernard was born March 31, 1915, 
graduated from Eureka college after which he wrote insurance before 
entering the army Jan. 28, 1942, serving until August 1945 in the Air 
Corps as Mail Clerk. Hespentmostof the time in the South Pacific, 
On Feb. 11, 1949 he married Miss Mary Alice Stoll of Pekin, a regis- 
tered nurse. They live in Bloomington and are parents of a daughter 
Berna Joan. Since returning from the army he taught school four 
years and is now interested in insurance, 


Geraldine was born Feb. 12, 1917, attended Eureka College 
and taught schoolfive years, On May 21, 1941 she married H. Ken- 
neth Busch of Mason City who graduated from Illinois University in 
Chemical Engineering and is now AssistantSuperintendent of Celanese 
Corpoation of America plant in South Texas. They live in Kingsville, 
Texas. They have two sons, Gerald Kenneth and Keith. 


George Robert was born Jan, 18, 1920. While attending High 
School he was active in athletics. He attended Iowa State University 
three years until Oct. 1942 when he entered the army serving in the 
coast artillery untilJan. 1946. He spent 14 months in Greenland and 
was transferred to Europe. Since returning home he has been farm- 
ing with his father. 


Mardel was born Dec. 3, 1924 and graduated from Brokaw 
School of Nursing, Normal, Ill. in 1945. Thesame year she married 
Frank H. Nestler who was ordained a Methodist minister soon after : 
a son of Rev. and Mrs. Paul Nestler who served Salem Methodist 
Church for five years. They have two children, Steven Paul, and Jill 
Diane, They live at Chrisman, Ill. where Rey. Nestler is serving 
his third year, 
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FANNIE E,. SMITH 
(Mrs. Roscoe Smith) 


Fannie E. Cross was bornon a farm three miles east of Mas- 
on City on August 16, 1886. The farm had been purchased by her 
grandfather, Stephen B. Cross, in 1873 when her father was twelve 
years old. This land had originally been given toa young man by the 
government in payment forhis services in the Mexican War. He had 
sold the land to a Mr. Pollock at $1.25 per acre. Fromhim, Mr, 
Cross purchased the land for $40.00 per acre. 


In the large twelve room house built in 1879, Fannie and her 
nine brothers and sisters were born. Today, Royis Secretary of the 
Federal Farm Loan Association living in Ottawa; Horace is an insur- 
ance salesman and this year is Illustrious Potentate of the Shriners 
in Oakland, California; Earlis with the Caterpillar Company of Peoria; 
Ray is tax expert and accountant with the National Dairy Products 
Company of New York City; John is Custom's Inspector on the Mexi- 
can border at Eagle Pass, Texas; Grace is deceased; Dwight is town 
clerk and township assessor living in San Jose; Lyle of San Jose is 
with the R. G. LeTourneau Company in Peoria; Mildred T, Casey is 
in charge ofthe Forest City branch ofthe Forest City Telephone Com- 
pany and lives in Forest City. 


Fannie completed her first eight grades in the country school 
located on the farmandnamed for Mr. Pollock. The land was deeded 
by Mr. Pollock for school purposes in the early 1850s. In the winter- 
time, when the weather was too cold, the. snow too deep, orthe melted 
snow flooding the lands, she was carried piggy-back or on horseback 
to the school across the field. 


Fannie graduated from the four year high school in Mason City 
in 1904 with aclass of fifteen. The country pupils drove their horses 
hitched to the buggies intothe livery barn of Albert Cross, handed the 
lines to one of the attendants, and scampered off the five blocks to 
school, Inthe winter time, at home-going time, the fresh air kids 
donned extra wraps of overshoes, mufflers and shawls, and piled into 
their buggies. The livery barn men brought out the nice warm soap- 
stones, placed them under their feet, tucked in their blankets, and 
started them on their way. Or, if there was snow on the ground, and 
in those days there was plenty, old Charlie was hitched to the cutter, 
the jingling sleigh bells were addedtothe shalves, and away they went 
in those good old days. 


Fannie received advance education in Normal University and 
taught school for twenty-five years; five years in the primary grades 
of Hopedale and Mason City, three years at Cream Ridge, east of San 
Jose in a country school of ten grades, and seventeen years in the 
grades of San Jose. 


In Mason City, she was a Baptist, and in San Jose, a Metho- 


dist. She has always assisted in the telephone work, both books and 
switchboard. She has been postmaster since 1942. 
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Her father traces his history to the French Huguenots. De 
Cross escaped from prison, made his way into Holland and then into 
England, where the name was changedto Cross. The history of Bask- 
ing Ridge, New Jersey, tells us that John Cross was the first pastor 
of the Presbyterian Church of that town in 1732 to 1741. In 1839, 
John's great grandson, the great-grandfather of Fannie, came by 
covered wagon to Green County in Illinois with his family and the 
families of his wife's father and her three marnied sisters. A few 
years later, they moved to Quiver, a mile south of what is now Libar- 
ger Lake, where there was an abundance of timber for their first 
log cabins, for furniture, fuel, a protection against strong winds, 
with an abundance of wild game and fish in the streams. A mile away 
was McHarry's mill where their grain could be ground into meal. 
There, three of the married sisters settled, Little, Cross, and Coon, 
on the road known as Tight Row. If Cross owed Coon $9.57, he ex- 
pected to be paid $9.57, no more, no less, and vice versa. Pennies 
counted, It was from this farm that Stephen B. Cross with his twelve 
year old son, Luther, the father of Fannie, and the other members of 
the family moved to the newly purchased farm east of Mason City in 
1873, where there is a station, Luther, named after Luther Cross. 


Fannie's mother, Flora Almeda Legg Cross, traces her an- 
cestry to the Leggettes of Italy, who migrated to England where the 
name was changed to Legge and finally shortened to Legg. This an- 
cestor was given charge of the horses of the royal family of England. 
Knowing how much beautiful horses and fine carriages meant in the 
ceremonies of the royal family, we realize what an honor that was. 
This man was knighted and became Lord Legg. There is today in 
England a Lordand Lady Legg. They are of the House of Dartmouth, 
From this line, George Washingtonis descended. The line of Fannie 
is that of Elizabeth, the sister of Mary, the mother of George Wash- 
ington. Their coat of arms is the same, a coat of arms so compli- 
cated, made up of so many stars and bars and other designs, each 
little mark standing for some honor bestowed upon this Lord Legg. 
When the time came to choose the design for the American Flag, it 
was the many stars and bars in this ancestral coat of arms that in- 
spired George Washingtonto planan American flag with the stars and 
stripes. Records tellus that today the ancestral home of the Leggs, 
that of the house of Dartmouth, is permitted by the governments of 
the United States and England to fly the red, white, and blue stars 
and stripes of the United States below the red and white bars of the 
flag of proud old England. 


FREDRICK SMITH 


One of the pioneers of Logan County was Frederick Smith, 
born in Batavia, Germany, March 6, 1824, a son of Fredrick and 
Catherine Smith. He learned the butcher's trade from his father, He 
immigrated to America in 1849, landed at New York and at once be- 
came a helper of a breweratfour dollars per month. He worked for 
five months before he wentto New Jersey. In 1851 he married Cath- 
erine Hipschman, a native of Germany who came to Illinois and was 
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here in 1847, InJanuary 1853 Mr. Smith came to Illinois and settled 
near Havana, where he purchased 200 acres of land. His cash capital 
was about $600. Whenhe landedin New York he had but nine dollars, 
In 1857 he sold these holdings and bought in Prairie Creek Township 
Logan County. When he first settled in the county his marketing 
place was Pekin, twenty-three miles away. He and his wife attended 
church at that place nearly every Sabbath for five years. His wife 
died October 2, 1863, leaving four children, Henry J., Elizabeth, 
wife of Jerry Zimmerman, Lizetta, wife of Philip Brust, one de- 
ceased, 


Henry Smith married Christina Bockwitz. Their children 
were Anna, Emma, Florence, Alma, and Will. Anna became Mrs. 
Louis Gruensfelder, Their childrenare Elvira, Ruth, and Lorraine, 
Elvira married Clarence Smith and they have a daughter Nancy, and 
ason, Alan. Ruth is a graduate nurse and is in Chicago. Lorraine 
married Christ Loresch and has a son, David. Emma married Carl 
Herrmann, a Methodist minister. She is deceased. They had one 
son Cedric, a lawyer in Chicago. 


Florence became Mrs. Jacob Oltman of Cortland, Nebraska, 
They had three children, Myron, who lives on a farm; Delmar is 
married and has a son; Norma who is at home, 


Will Smith married Fern Ellis of Nebraska. They had four 
children, Ellis is married and has two children. Gertrude Smith is 
married and resides in California, Merle Smith married Iva Imig, 
a daughter of Ferd Imig. They have four children. 


Elizabeth Smith married Jerry Zimmerman. They had two 
children, a son Fred, and a daughter Lillian, 


Lizetta married Philip Brust and movedto Cortland, Nebras- 
ka. They had five children, Letta, Mamie, Sophia, Fred, and Viola, 


Grandmother Smith died while yet a young woman. In 1864 
grandfather Smith married Mrs. Catherine Rocholz Froebe (mother 
of Christopher and Charles Froebe). 


To this union were born seven children: Lydia, Sophia, Ed- 
ward, Anna, Barbara, George, and Fred. Lydia Smith married John 
Brust, a brother of Philip Brust, Lizetta's husband. They had one 
son, Alvin, and a daughter, Cora. Alvin is married and has a son, 
Richard, who is also married. Alvin is a professor in Washington 
University, St. Louis. Cora died in 1918. Sophia married Louis 
Adolph, Edwardmarried Marie Heinz. They have one son, Thoburn. 
Anna married John Gruensfelder, Barbara married Albert Haffner. 
They adoptedtwochildren. George married Bertha Schaefer. George 
has one son Julian, and a daughter, Sheila. 
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Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Smith 
(Catherine Froebe Smith) 


William I. Smith 


ZizZ 


Wes SHON SES RO OM 


Fred Smithas wellas all of his brothers and sisters were ed- 
ucated at Iowa Wesleyan, Mt. Pleasant Iowa. Mr. Smith was ever a 
prosperous farmer, at one time owned 1000 acres of-‘well-cultivated 
land in Logan Co., and 240 acres in Nebraska. He wasa member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church which he served as deacon and trus- 
tee for eighteen years. He filled many local Republican offices. 


FRIEDRICK C. SMITH 


Friedrick C, Smith was born in Germany November 9, 1840. 
He died June 20, 1901. He married Antie Sophia Gommells in 1861, 
She was born in Nauschau, Ostfriesland, Germany, April 14, 1843, 
and died January 14, 1921. 


Friedrick came tothe United States from Germany in 1867. 
Soon three brothers and a sister came. The sister, Rebecca, mar- 
ried Chris Rapp and was the mother of Mrs. George Diers. 


His wife, Antie, followed in 1869, Her two sisters, Imka and 
Fannie, also came. Fannie marrieda Brauer and was the mother of 
Gommell Brauer, 


The first meeting of Methodists in Ostfriesland was in the 
home of Friedrick and Antie Smith, the parents of Roscoe. 


With Mrs. Smith came her four children, Gommell, age 8, 
Jacob, age 6, Maria, age 4, and Friedrika, age two. There were 
four other children born in the United States, Rosa, Harmon, John, 
and Roscoe. Daisy was taken into their home May 18, 1894. 


The oldest child, Gommell, married Alice Drake. The his- 
tory is found elsewhere in this book, 


Jacobmarried Anna Bienhoff. They hadthree children, Rosy, 
Herman, and Richard, Rosy married David J. Wahl. They have no 
children, Herman married Helen Glaser. They have two children, 
Marthann and Richard Jacob. Marthann married Arthur Sescliefer 
and has twochildren, JoAnnand Janet Kaye. Richard is not married, 


Maria married Will Van Buening. They had one son, Heini 
(deceased). 
Friedrika married Sam Crafton and had no children, 


Rosa did not marry. 
Harmon married Grace Lux Godby and had no children, 


John married Lula Jones. They have two children, Paul and 
Mildred, Paul married Alma Smith and they have a daughter, Pat- 
ricia Ann, whomarried Jim Parelli. They have a daughter, Cynthia 
Jane, Mildred married Remp Diekhoff (deceased). She then married 
Henry Stuber and they have one son, Robert. 


Roscoe married Fannie Gross and they have no children, 
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GOMMEL FREDRICK SMITH 


G. F. Smith eldest son of Fredrick C. and Antie Gommel 
Clauson Smith was born in Fredrickshaven, Germany 3-15-1861. He 
came to the United States with his parents at the age of six. Mr. and 
Mrs. F. C. Smith were the parents of eight children. They took 
Miss Daisy into their home when she was five years old and raised 
her as their own. G. F. Smith was married to Mary Alice Drake, 
the older daughter of Johnathan C. and Jane Cory Drake 3-15-1886, 
They were the parents of six children, They lived in or near San 
Jose until 1908 when they moved to Bloomington, Il. 


Mr, and Mrs. J. C. Drake lived all their married life ona 
farm a mile south of San Jose. They had two daughters, Mrs. Alice 
Drake Smith and Mrs. Caroline Drake Probasco. Johnathan Drake's 
family came from England and lived on a farm near Delavan, Ill, 
Jane Cory Drake's parents (Jonathan and Mary Titus Cory) came from 
New Jersey. Mrs. Jane Drake as a widow lived many years in San 
Jose where she affectionately was known as "Aunt Jane", 


William Monroe Smith, the eldest sonof G. F.and Alice Smith 
was born 12-19-1886 and moved to Bloomington with his parents in 
1908. He was married to Margaret Bradrick of Pontiac, Ill. They 
were the parents ofthree children. Charles Fredrick born 3-17-1913 
is a Master Sargent in the U. S. Army. He is married and now 
stationed at Minneapolis, Minn, Marjory Virginia was born 8-25- 
1915 and is married to John Wurzburger, a Bloomington boy. They 
are now living in LeMesa California and are the parents of two sons, 
ThomasandJames. William Bradrick youngest son was born 12-29- 
1917. He married Elanore Kent of Seattle, Wash. and they have one 
son Kent, born 12-1-1947, Margaret Smith died in 1920. Wm. M. 
Smith married Marguerite Boswell and live in Berkley, Cal. where 
Mr. Smith is associated with the State Farm Insurance Co. 


Mary Ann Smith, eldest daughter of Gommel F. and Alice 
Smith was born 11-2-1888in San Jose. She married William L. Gem- 
berling of Bloomington 9-9-1913. Mr. Gemberling is manager of 
the Bloomington Credit Men's Association, Their one son Warren 
Wilbur born 4-14-1919 served with the U. S. Army in World War II. 
He married Mary Jane Cleaver of Anderson, Ind. They have one 
daughter Gloria Jean born 5-10-1947, 


Ruth Jane Smith, second daughter, was born 8-2-1801 in San 
Jose. She married Harry H. Rodgers of Bloomington 9-9-1913, 
They have lived there where Mr. Rodgers owns and operates the 
Rodgers Shoe Co, of Bloomington. Their two children, Bradford 
Deane born 4-7-1915 and Myra Jane 10-16-1921. Dr. Bradford D. 
Rodgers graduated from medical school in 1940, served in the U. S, 
Army four years and is now practicing medicine in Deming, New Mex- 
ico. He married Dorothy Hall of Albuquerque, New Mexico 12-25- 
1942, Myra Jane Rodgers graduated from Illinois Wesleyan Univer- 
sity in 1942. She took officers! training in the W.A.V.E.S. and 
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servedthree years in the Navy Dept. in Washington, D. C. She was 
married to Trent Shepard and is assaciated with his father in the Ins- 
urance business in Bloomington where they live. 


Earl Gommel Smith, son of G. F. Smith and Alice Smith was 
born 8-28-1895 inSan Jose, moved to Bloomington with his parents. 
He married Josephine Lasher of Bloomington. He passed away 2- 
24-1927. His wife remains in Elgin, Ill. where they lived. Earl 
was a railroad man. 


Alta Caroline Smith daughter of G. F. and Alice Smith was 
born’ 10-4-1897 in San Jose. She was married to Clarence Botsfield 
of Bloomington. Their two sons Howard Eugene was born 3-4-1918 
and Clarence Wayne was born 4-23-1921. Howard Eugene Botsfield 
graduated from the Drake College of Pharmacy, Des Moines, Iowa, 
He served in the Navy during World War II and is now a Pharmacist 
in Bloomington, He married Marjorie Maupin of Arrowsmith 1-30- 
1949. Clarence Wayne Botsfield served in the army during World 
War II. He married Mary Lou Rapsdale of St. Louis where they live 
with their two daughters, Sandra Lee, born 10-24-1944, and Nancy 
Ann, born 11-26-1947, 


Frank L. Smith the youngest of the six children of G. F. and 
Alice Smith was born 3-9-1900. He attended the Bloomington schools 
and served with the armed forces in World War I. He graduated from 
the Drake College of Pharmacy, Des Moines, Iowa. He was married 
to Ardell R. Rayotof Odell, Ill. 12-15-1924, Their two sons, Richard 
born 7-19-1932 is attending Drake College of Pharmacy, and Kenneth 
born 9-23-1934 is a junior in the Bloomington High School. Frank 
Smith operated a Drug Store in Bloomington since 7-10-1926 and upon 
completing college the two sons, Richard and Kenneth, plan to con- 
tinue the business, 


ROSCOE F, M. SMITH 


On September 17, 1888, Roscoe was born in the house which 
has been a doctor's office for over half a century, and where his 
youngest sister lay dead. His three sisters, Rosa, Friedrika, and 
Maria, had died in those past eighteen months and for them, Roscoe 
was named Roscoe Frederick Martine Smith. 


As a child, he attended the Salem Methodist Churchwhere he 
learned his songs and catechisms in the German language. Whena 
boy he united with the First Methodist Church where he is still a mem- 
ber. 


He attended the grade and high school in San Jose, graduating 
in 1907 when J. S. Baker was the only teacher of a three year high 
school, The members of his graduating class were Vannie Romine 
Woll, Anna Smith Gemberling, Lula Diers Smith, Carrie Arrington 
Shankland, Frieda Magel, Daisy Smith, and.Phil Zimmerman. To- 
day, all are living except Carrie, 
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In 1903, he started as nightoperator of the Forest City Tel- 
ephone Company. He has been with that company continuously except 
for about three years when he was with other telephone companies and 
attending a telephone school in Chicago. He has been manager since 
1916, 

In 1909, 42 years ago, at the age of 21, he became a Mason, 


In 1916, he married Fannie E. Cross of Mason City. 


In 1917, when the Eastern Star Chapter was instituted in San 
Jose for the second time, he became the Worthy Patron. Except for 
three years, he servedas its Worthy Patron until the charter was sur- 
rendered in 1945. Those other three Worthy Patrons were E. W. 
Seelye, John Fryer, and Harness Cunningham, 


His father and mother came from Ostfriesland, Germany, 
from the province of Hanover. Rather than fight with the Prus sians, 
by whom his province had been defeated, he fled to America in 1867, 
In 1869, his mother followed with her four children, Gommell, Jacob, 
Maria, and Friedrika, They came ina sailboat and were six weeks 
on the water. One of the party, a three year old niece, died on the 
boat and was buriedat sea. Roscoe's father and mother were Fred- 
rick C. Smith and Antie Sophia Gommell Smith. 


Besides the four who crossed the water with their mother, 
Roscoe had the sister, Rosa, and two other brothers, Harmon and 
John. All are deceased except Roscoe. When Roscoe was five years 
old, Daisy was taken into the home. She is five months older than 
Roscoe. Although Daisy was never legally adopted by the Smiths, 
today Daisy is Roscoe's sister, and Roscoe is Daisy's brother. 


WILLIAM F.. SMITH 


Fern Ellis Smith was born and educated in S, E. Nebraska, 
She taught school for six years in Gage Co. Nebraska then married 
Wm. F. Smith of San Jose, Ill. in 1909. They lived on a farm for 
thirty years. Their children Merle, Ellis, and Gertrude were born 
on the farm. They attended Victory school and graduated from San 
Jose High. Merle married Iva Imig in Aug. 1936. They and their 
children Dianne, Daun, Junelle and Jeanette still live in San Jose, 
Ellis Smith is still in the Army Air Corps and is stationed at various 
camps. He married Elizabeth Daniels of Casey, Ill. 5-6-1944, The 
children are Gary and Richard. Gertrude Smith entered nurses train- 
ing in Ilinoisandis in Hollywood Presbyterian Hospital, Los Angel- 
es. On Feb. 1, 1948 she married Raynor Starr, 


Mrs. Wm. F. Smith was the daughter of M. V. Ellis. He 
spent the last seventeenyears with her in Ill. He was fond of music, 
his hobby was making houses of old saw blocks molding them into 
aluminum handles, andallhand work, William Smith's hobby is cut- 
ting and polishing rocks-petrified wood-making different types of 
bookends, etc. He belongs to a mineralist Society and enjoys’ the 
meetings and field trips. 
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WILLIAM SMITH 


William Smith, at one time one of the foremost farmers in 
Allen's Grove township, was the son of Sardius and Mary (Woodford) 
Smith from New York. HecametolIllinois in 1853 and married Mrs. 
Phoebe A. Adams. Mrs. Adams was the daughter of Joseph and Cath- 
erine B. Cushmanfrom Vermont. She was born in July 1824. In 1844 
Mr. and Mrs. Adams came tolllinois via the Lakes to Green County 
then to Mason County where they located. Mr. Adams died in Octo- 
ber 1852. Heleft two daughters Mrs. Josie Carter and Mrs. Emma 
Whitney. The marriage of Mr. Smith toMrs. Adamsoccurred March 
23, 1855. Six children were born to them. George W. who married 
Anna Cunningham; Edmund A. who married Mary Brooks; Herbert 
F. whomarried Effie B. Gilchrist; Miss Allie Smith, and two children 
who died at an early age. 


After his second marriage Mr. Smith settled upon the land, 
engaged in farmingand stock raising. When the stepchildren grew to 
maturity he purchasedtheir interest in the home farm. A Republican 
he was elected to a number of responsible positions, all of which he 
filled to satisfaction of his constituents. Mr. and Mrs. Smith were 
ever staunch members of the Methodist Episcopal church and were 
numbered among the substantial people ofthe county. Aunt Allie Smith 
lived on the home place during the early part of her life. The new 
house was built about eighty-four years ago (1866). Allie was then 
two years old. The brother Herbert was born in the new home. Allie 
has a handsome letter box made by her Grandfather Cushman and 
given to her mother on his eighty-fifth birthday. (Jan. 28, 1884) 


George and Anna C. Smith had three children, William, Ed- 
win and Wayne. 


Edmund and Mary Smith had three children; Florence, Paul 
and Ruth. Florence married Frank Weller, - they have a son Paul 
Franklin and live in Kankakee. Paul married Glenna Woll and live on 
a farm where he was born and raised. Ruth lives in San Jose with 
Aunt Allie. Herbert and Effie G. Smith moved to Nebraska, They 
have six children; Charles H. Russell C, Walker G., Hazel, Donna, 
and Helen, 


Miss Allie went to live with Edmund when his wife Mary died. 
She helped raise his three children who were left motherless. Miss 
Allie passed away August 1951. 


Robert Weller was born in Saxony, Germany. He lived in 
Wheeling, West Virginia and at Jubilee, Illinois before coming to San 
Jose, He was married in 1892to Miss Meta Wilkins who was born in 
Germany and came to the United States when a young girl, They had 
four children, Alma, nowMrs. Frank Jacobof Albion, Indiana; Meta, 
now Mrs. Albert Jacob of Wawaka, Indiana; Frank of Kankakee, Ill., 
and Mrs. Walter Miller of Peoria. 
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George W. Smithand Annie McNeil Cunningham were married 
Sept. 24, 1884 and started a home five miles south of San Jose ona 
160 acre farmowned byhis father, William Smith. He inherited that 
at his father's death and another 160 acres were purchased later. 
They lived onthe farm 27 yearsand moved to Mason City where Mrs. 
Smith died Aug. 22. 1934. Mr. Smith died Feb. 18, 1943. 


The Smiths were successful farmers and members of the Meth- 
odist Church. There were threechildren: WilliamI., EdwinH., and 
Mary H. 


WILLIAM ISAAC SMITH 


William I. Smith was born Sept. 20, 1885 in Allen's Grove 
township the son of George and Annie Cunningham Smith. He passed 
away at his home on April 7, 1946 following a heart attack, He was 
married to Lois Stone, the daughter of Johnand Clara Stone of Mason 
City on Nov. 21, 1911. To this union was born four children. 


Clair William, born Sept. 17, 1912; Georgina Aug. 16, 1916; 
Helen April 2, 1923, and John Russell Nov. 14, 1925. These chil- 
dren were raised and educated at San Jose schools. Clair graduated 
from Lincoln and Chillicothe Business Colleges majoring in auditing, 
He has servedas deputy sheriff also as deputy in the treasurer's of- 
fice. In the fall of 1950 he was elected Sheriff of Logan Co. In 1935 
he was married to Hazel Koester of New Holland and they have one 
daughter Sandra Jean who was bornFeb. 12, 1939. She is now attend- 
ing school in Lincoln. 


Georgina graduated from Eureka College and received her 
Masters Degree fromthe University of Illinois majoring in Home Ec- 


onomics. She is now teaching in Joliet high school and Junior Col- 
lege. 


Helen attended Eureka College and the University of Illinois 
where she received her degree. She is teaching at Fairmont. Helen 
married Lt. Boyd R. Bucher of Eureka at Aberdeen, Maryland on 
Feb. 7, 1946, He is now teaching at Lockport, Illinois. 


John R. was well known for his athletic ability while attend- 
ing school. He is now farming for himself on the Smith homestead, 
the fourth generation in succession who have farmed this land. He 
married Catherine Harmson of Emden in 1947 and they have one son 
Donald William and a daughter Debra Jean. 


William I. Smith was always prominent in political circles, 
supporting the Republican party holding many offices. He was Super- 
visor for several terms and committeeman for twenty-five years, 
He was a member of the Masmic Lodge, was a Shriner, active in 
Farm Bureau work, especially Insurance. He was always interested 
in civic affairs serving on many important committees. All were 
active members of the First Methodist Church of San Jose. 
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VERLE SPANGLER 


Verle Spangler who lived near Adair, Ill. married Mary Eliz- 
abeth Wilmot from Macomb, Ill. in March 1940 in Keokuk, Iowa. 
Verle is a dairyman and has worked in making cheese and butter, 
coming to San Jose in 1947, The family came as soon as they could 
get a home. They have two daughters, Sharolyn born May 4, 1940, 
and is busily interested in the 4th grade of school. Vicky was born 
December27, 1942. Mrs. Spangler is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Dwight Wilmotand was born in Macomb Oct. 1920. She is interested 
in writing poetry for the home celebrations. She wrote a poem for 
the 50th wedding of the Fuller's who live in Macomb. 


JOHN W. SPARKS 


Mr. Sparks was bornin Petersburg in 1875 the son of Solomon 
and Elizabeth Pearson Sparks. He married Miss Mae Houchin, only 
daughter of Mr. John Houchin and his first wife. Mr.andMrs. Sparks 
lived in Chicago and hadtwo sons. Cleon alone survived. Mr. Sparks 
was connected with the Northwestern Railroad, 


JOHN SPINKER 


John Spinker came from Germany at the age of 14. He mar- 
ried Catherine Erzgraber who was also from Germany. She was a 
sister of Margaret Erzgraber, grandmother of Myrtle Uken Wain- 
wright. 


To the Spinker family were born six children: Henry, Oscar, 
Willie (deceased), Estherand Clarence (twins) and Olive. Henry and 
Oscar served in the First World War. Esther, Clarence, Oscar, 
and Olive live on the home farm east of Prairie Creek Town Hall. 
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CHARLES STABLES 


Charles Stables, the sonofIsaac Stables was born 10-2-1842, 
Mary Salkeld Stables was born 5-28-1841 and lived in the Lake reg- 
ion of Englandnear Scotland. Adaughter Frances died young. Char- 
les Stables was born in England, 9-28-1869; Agnes in 7-16-1871; 
Sarah Elizabeth in 6-8-1874; Henry died in infancy; and Richard Sta- 
bles was born in 11-30-1881. Agnes married Leonard Parker of 
Natrona; Sarah Elizabeth married Henry Alton in England. Charles 
and Richard Salkeldcame to New York City in 1883 to an Aunt Fran- 
es Fagin, whohad come to America with her husband Dr. John Fagin, 
Richard Salkeld wasa bachelor, later his Aunt, Mrs. Fagin, left her 
house to him. Charles Stables married Irene Langley of Natrona and 
they lived in Peoria. She was born in 1868, Their son Ralph was 
born in 1900 and died in 1918. Irene Langley was the daughter of 
Richard Langleya farmer living near Natrona. Richard Langley had 
five children: Richard, Edward, Sissie, Ruth, and Irene, Ruth Lang- 
ley became Mrs. Jonah Bratt. Jonah was 91 years old 7-4-1950, 
Leonard Parker married Agnes Stables and they adopted a daughter, 
Ella Parker, She is now living in Peoria with an uncle Charles Sta- 
bles, Abe Myers of Natrona married Sarah Parker and they lived 
there, Oftheir children, Nora became Mrs. Parr, and Frank Meyer, 
Richard, George, Charlie Parker were brothers of Mr. Leonard Par- 
ker. Onlyone Parker surviving, acousin Noel Parker lives in Pleas- 
ant Plains, Ill. Jamesand John Carter were relatives of the Parkers. 
Our Leonard Parker had two sisters Belle and Lida, 


Ella Parker hada brother, Frank J. Lindig, a traveling sales- 
man. He died in Champaign at the age of 59. 


JAMES STEAKLEY 


On Nov. 30th Mr. James Steakley married Shirley Baumgard- 
ner of San Jose. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Steakley of 
Pekin. Mr. James Steakley an only son, has spent his life around 
San Jose, was educated here and works at the Lumber Yard. One 
son Wm. Bryan Steakley was born 7-17-1947, Mrs. James Steakley 
won the D.A.R. award for excellent school work, and won dramatics 
award the same year, also the typing and shorthand award and was 
Senior Class President. Mr. Steakley served a year and a half over- 
seas. He is a member of the Volunteer Fire Dept. and maintenance 
man at the present time. 


REVO. J. oe REL ON 


Rev. T. J. Stretton was at one time pastor of the First M. E. 
Church in San Jose. Mrs. Stretton was one of the founders of the 
Woman's Club of San Jose. She, with her mother and sister, tooka 
trip to Europe in 1910, and they, with the compiler of this century 
history were attendants at The Passion Play in Oberammergau on 4th 
of July 1910, 


Rev. Stretton passed away May 7, 1949. 
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HENRY T. TAMMEUS 


Mr. H. J. Tammeus is the son of Wilkie C. Tammeus and 
Hikaje (van Gerpen) Tammeus came fromnear Emden, Germany, to 
Freeport and on to the Smiths in Pekin. She came a year or so lat- 
er and because thetrain did not start that day, they walked to Pekin. 
Mrs. H. J. Tammeus was Miss Katie Albers of Emden. They were 
married in March 1894 at the parsonage in Salem Church by Rev. 
Koeneke. They have four children living. Wilkie Tammeus born 
10-19-1895 is on the home farm. On April 2-1919 he married Har- 
riet Goller of Peoria. They have two daughters and three sons - 
Howard, Clifford, Harold, Marilyn, and Louise, who were all in San 
Jose High School. 


Kathrine born 8-3-1899 married Leslie Davis, they live in 
Pekin, one son, Warren. Hannah born 5-25-1905, married Fred 
Wetzel, the sonof Henry and Hermine Wetzel and Henry's father was 
Adam Wetzel. Hannahand Fred were married 9-1-1928. They have 
two daughters live in Lincoln, Neb. DonnaLee born 10-3-1932 is now 
in University. Mary Ann 9-25-1941 is in school. There are eight 
grandchildren and three great grandchildren. Mr. Tammeus attended 
born 5-30-1947, Clifford's daughter, Diane Kay, born 8-6-1947, 
Harold's daughter Nancy born 12-6-1948. 


HORACE A. TANGMAN 


Mr. Horace Tangman is the son of Len and Hattie (Marlow) 
Tangman from Tamaroa, Illinois. He is a barber. Mrs. Horace 
Tangman is the daughter of Theodore and Grace (Sellers) Koeneg- 
stein. They were married in 1926 at Nashville, Illinois. They have 
two sons, Horace Jr., 12-8-1926 and Donald Wade 2-18-1928. Hor- 
ace Jr. in 4-24-1946 married Lorene Melton of Emden. He is a grad- 
uate of University of Illinois and now a professional ball player. Their 
son Jeffry Lynn born 11-19-1949. Donald Wade has been a carpenter 
and is now serving in the army. 


HAROLD TOEPKE 


Mr. and Mrs. Harold Toepke and son Jerry Lee, who live 
one mile north and one mile east of San Jose and farming the Mar- 
vin Yontz farm, moved here in December 1947 from Bloomington. 


Harold, son of Ludwig and Erna Peplow Toepke, comes from 
a family of eleven children, all of whom are living. He attended 
Bloomington High School and graduated from Danvers High School. 
In 1939 his father passed away, so he, along with three other bro- 
thers, tookover farming the home place six miles west of Blooming - 
ton. 
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Mrs. Toepke, Marilyn M. Park, of near New Berlin is the 
daughter of Gale L. and Mayme Meyer Park. She graduated from 
New Berlin High School and from Illinois Wesleyan University at 
Bloomington, Illinois. She has one sister. 


On September 1, 1946, Harold E. Toepke and Marilyn M. 
Park were united in marriagein the Lutheran Church at New Berlin, 
Illinois. They resided on the home farm for the first year, after 
which they moved to San Jose. 


They have one son, Jerry Lee, born April 3, 1949 in Bloom- 
ington. 


OLIVER TISDALE 


Mr. Tisdale is the sonof Henry and Cora Tisdale, who came 
from Norway many years ago. He was a farmer. Mrs. Oliver Tis- 
dale is the daughter of Joseph Wm. Newlin and Ruth Ellen (Proctor) 
Newlin of Mason County. They have three children. Olivia (Tis- 
dale) Lockenour of Mason City was married in 1940 - one son and 
one daughter, Clyde, born 1941, Bonnie 1943. Donald was born 
5-3-1926 and is farming near San Jose. Clayton born 6-1-1928. He 
married Martha Seaton 4-29-1946, and they farm two miles south 
east of San Jose and have four girls, Sharon Dianne four years old; 


Connie is two years; Vickie one year. Sharon has just started to 
school. 


CHARLES W. TYLER 
Submitted by Mrs. Geo. Youle 


Charles Warren Tyler married Catherine Woehrle 12-24- 
1879. The children Carrie Elizabeth born 2-2-1882, died 6-25-1894; 
Byron Ferdinand born 7-26-1883 died 1-7-1908; Lillian Willitz born 
1-5-1887; Fredrick Charles born May 10-1890; Mary Catherine born 
12-28-1893. Lillian W. Tyler married George W. Youle 3-5-1921. 
Their child, Paul Byron Youle was born 9-10-1922. On May 30-1944 
he married Joanne Shackel. Valerie Marie Youle was born 3-4-1949. 

Fredrick Charles Tyler married Belle Maroe Andrews 11-10- 
1914. She died 12-24-1943. Marjorie Loraine Tyler was born 6-9- 
1917. On May 30-1939 she married Hazen Ernst. The children 
Charles Henry Ernst born 4-8-1940; Margaret Belle Ernst born 
5-22-1949. 


Wayne Earl Tyler was born 11-5-1927 and married 5-21-1950 
to Ila M. Friese. Fred C. Tylermarried Jean A. Paine 6-16-1945, 
Fredrick Charles Jr. was born 1-5-1948. Mary C. Tyler married 
Clyde D. Probasco Oct. 1-1913. 
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FRED TYLER 


Pioneer residents celebratedtheir 60th wedding Oct. 14, 1921 
at San Jose, Illinois. All the family except one son, William of Ar- 
kansas, were present for the day. Fred Tyler was born in Welling- 
ton, Loraine County, Ohio, Nov. 8, 1838. Hewas adescendent of the 
famous Watt Tyler of England, whose three sons immigrated to this 
country, and Fred is a descendent of one of these. William Tyler, 
whose son John Tyler, was the father of Fred Tyler. John Tyler is 
well known as one of the early pioneers of Illinois. When Fred was 
a year old his parents moved to Cambridge City, Ind. His father 
married again after the death of his wife and in 1850 moved to Irish 
Grove near Middletown, Ill. In 1853 they moved to a farm in Prairie 
Township southeast of San Jose. 


Mrs. Tyler formerly Josephine McCaugher was born in St. 
Louis, Mo. Oct. 14, 1843. At the age of thirteen she moved with 
her parents to Fulton County near Farmington where she resided un- 
til her marriage to Mr. Tyler. They retired and moved to San Jose 
twenty years later. When Mr. Tyler moved to San Jose he acquired 
stock in the San Jose State Bank and for more than twenty years he 
was president of the bank. Both were members of the First M. E. 
Church, and Mr. Tyler taught aclass in the Sunday School for a num- 
ber of years. Mr. Tyler, besides being a farmer was a contractor 
and builder. The first telephone in San Jose had its office in Mr. 
Tyler's home for a number of years and both Mr. and Mrs. Tyler 
acted as operators. 


The following children blessed this home. Ida, who became 
Mrs. Ford of Gilman City, Mo.; William F. Tyler of Excelsior, 
Ark.; Mrs. Grace DeWitt of Trenton, Mo.; B. A. Tyler of Cam- 
bridge, Ill.; Mrs. Sula Ritchie of Foolsland, Ill.; John D. Tyler, of 
San Jose, Ill. There were grandchildren, great great grandchildren 
present at the 60th wedding celebration; also Mrs. Tyler's, sister 
Mrs. Elmira Daughtery of Peoria, Ill., aged 82 was present, and 
Mrs. Cleo Runnel and son of Gallatin, Mo., a grand daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Tyler were present. 


Many of us remember that when passing the Tyler home a- 
cross from the Grade School, the parrots would be sitting in their 
cage hanging onthe porch, and often called out 'Polly wants a crack- 
er, cracker, cracker. Polly wants a cracker". 


JOHN TYLER 


John Tyler, one of the pioneers of Prairie Creek Tps., was 
born in Oswego County, New York 7-10-1810, his father, Joseph 
Tyler, was anative of Rhode Island, anda farmer by occupation. His 
mother was Orpha A. (Briggs) Tyler, she was a native of Holland, 
Germany. The mother died soon after the birth of John, who during 
his childhood was taken care of by a squaw. After his father's sec- 
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ond marriage, he lived with him on a farmand at the age of fourteen 
began working at the carpenter's trade. In 1850 he came to Illinois 
settled in Logan County and began workingathistrade. In the fall of 
1854 he settled on Sec. 20 Prairie Creek Tps. where he had pur- 
chased 140 acres in 1851. He lived, worked and prospered. For 
three years he was in the employment of the Hudson Bay Fur Co. 
spending muchof his time in British possessions or provinces. Mr. 
Tyler was married three times. The first wife was Susan Bartell. 
She died in 1843 leaving two sons, Frederick, later of Kansas, and 
George of Logan County. The second wife was Mrs. Matilda Willitts, 
they were married in 1845 in Anderson, Indiana. She passed on in 
1852 leaving twochildren. Charles was living in 1886. He was again 
married in Lincoln, Illinois in 1867 to Elizabeth Austell who died in 
1880. He was a democrat by conviction, casting his first vote for 
Andrew Jackson. He has at times served his community in nearly 
all the local offices. 


SIMEON TYLER 


Simeon and Mina Teegardin Tyler had three sons, Aldrich, 
Charles and Lyle. Aldrichborn1915isa contractor in Peoria. Lyle 
born 1917 died in 1937. Charles married Pearline Steakley on April 
4, 1937. They have one daughter, Carole Mae. Aldrich has three 
sons Robert, Norman and Raye. Mrs. Simeon Tyler passed away in 
1948. 


Charles isacabinet maker, custom kitchen and cabinet work. 
Simeon Tyler is an apiarist with an establishment in the east side of 
town, in Logan County. 
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JOHN HENRY UKEN 


J. H. Uken was at one time called John Spinker because he 
lived at the Spinker home. His father and mother came to the United 
States from Friezland, Germany about 1866. Ida, John's sister, was 
a year old when the family came. John Uken was born in 1870, he 
married Elizabeth Koch, February 8, 1899 here in San Jose, Rev. 
Heidle officiated. They moved to Golden City, Missouri and there 
Myrtle Uken was born November 6, 1900. Later they moved to John 
Walker's farm(This place is known to the writer as the Wahl farm) 
two miles south of San Jose. 


Jerry Spinker (Uken) about 1874 or 5married and lived in Tex- 
as; his family was two daughters. Ida (Uken) married Colliger. 
They lived in Missouri and later in Kansas. Death took her at the 
age of forty. She left a family of eight, the youngest two years old 
when the mother was taken. The father rose to the emergency and 
battled the difficulties until the family was grown and at the same 
time acquired much wealth. These children are all married, living 
in and around White Cloud, Kansas, except Otto Colliger who is in 
Springfield, Missouri. Will Spinker (Uken) was a Spanish War Sol- 
dier. HecamehometoSt. Louis, and married. An accident disabled 
him while working on the streets. He passed away Christmas 1948. 

Harry Uken married Grace Connett the eldest child of Mr. 
Henry Connett and wife, Mollie Eyrse, the daughter of Samuel Eyrse. 
Myrtle Irene Ukenmarried Mr. Maurice Wainright here in San Jose 
some fifteen or more years ago. They are taking good care of Mr. 


Fryer. 
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REV. M. E. WACKLER - CONTRIBUTED 


Rev. Mr. Wackler is the Lutheran minister. He is the son 
of Mr. Ed Wackler of Howard Lake, Minn., one of ten brothers and 
sisters. John is in Springfield, a student in Concordia College, the 
others are at home in Minnesota. Mrs. Wackler was Geradine Shipp 
from Mason City. They were married Oct. 24-1948 in St. Luke's 
Church in Allen's Grove. They havetwo sons, Daniel Mark Wackler, 
born Sept. 2-1949 and Joseph Wackler, born Nov. 1950. Mr. Wack- 
ler received his education at Concordia in Springfield, Ill. They 
came to San Jose in 1949. 


JOHN WAHL 


When 17 years old John W. Wahl came to Canada from Hesse, 
Darmstadt, in a sailing vessel. He drifted to Ohio and began black- 
smithing. There he met and married Wilhelmina Klein. The chil- 
dren, Samuel, Lewis, George, David, Elizabeth, Minnie, and an 
adopted daughter, Mary Heitzman. This is the story of the adoption 
of Mary WahlHeitzman. Afterthe Civil War two carloads of children 
were brought from New York for adoption. Mrs. Wahl wanted a little 
girl. ''How shallI know whichto pick?" ''You take the one that cries 
when you ask 'would you like to be my little girl'?'' Mary Wahl was 
the child who cried when she answered yes to that question. Samuel 
Wahl born 1861, he married Caroline Woll in 1891. She passed a- 
way at the age of 83. The children are Oscar, who was killed in an 
auto accident in 1907; George in Peoria; Etura, Springfield, married 
Carl Taylor of Natrona; David, married Rosa Smith. He has beenin 
the garage business for 35 years in San Jose; Lydia Kathryn, Okla- 
homa City; Carlin Springfield, Ill. Ruthie was victim of 1918 "flu" . 
Oscar never married; George married Pearl Parkins of Green Valley, 
daughter Loraine living in Peoria married Lewis Ross and has one 
daughter Diane; Lydia Katherine married Elmer Ross, no children; 
Carlmarried Ona Davis, their family: Nelda married Eugene Field, 
and lives in the state of Washington, one son Davis about two years 
old; Leonard married a Springfield girlthey have two children: Glen- 
na Mardell is now in Wesleyan studying music. 


Lewis Wahl married Anna Clausen of San Jose - three living 
daughters - Lydia, Pauline, Frances. Lydiamarried Walter Rhodes 
of Oklahoma City, no children. Pauline married Dr. McBride, a 
famous bone doctor of Oklahoma City, has ahospital of his own. They 
have three girls. Frances married Walde MacCallam who is in school 
workin Oklahoma City, they have two daughters. George Wahl mar- 
ried, no children, died many years ago was buried in San Jose. The 

Rev. Davis Wahl, D. D. made a trip around the world, gave lec- 
tures with pictures ofthetrip. He married Julia Yoskisch of Beards- 
town, their four children. Ruth died young; Milton and Oliver de- 
ceased; Edmond in school work in Decatur, married Lillian Putman 
of Granite City, two children David and Margarite. Elizabeth Wahl 
married Carl Walker, twogirls RuthandEsther. Ruth now Mrs. Carl 
Taylor of Oklahoma City, have Ruthin school and Jane an infant. Es- 
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ther married Orville Gaussman of Oklahoma City, four children. 
Minnie Wahl married Dr. Fletcher D. Clark, 3-10-1950. 


CLARK WAKEFIELD 
Submitted by Mrs. Fred Allen 


Clark Wakefield was born in Mechanicsburg, Pa. Oct. 11, 
1833, came by oxteam to Illinois. In 1857 he helped break ground 
for the town of San Jose. He bought the home farm one mile north- 
west of town in 1858. His sister, Lizzie Wakefield, kept house for 


him until his marriage to Emma Isadore Hill at Springfield, Ill. in 
1860. 


There were eight children born to this union, three having 
passed away in infancy. Those living to maturity were: Charles, 
Annie, Robert, Kate, and Clark. 


Mr. Wakefield was very devoted to his family. He bought 
the first sewing machine inthe community, as well as other improve - 
ments as they came out. Hewas deeply interested in SanJose growth 
and development. 


Charles and Robert first wentto Chicago, working for Chicago 
Telephone Co. when phones were first used. They were employed by 
General Electric Co. when it was organized. 


Charles married Annie Maunsel of Chicago and Robert mar- 
ried Clara Bye, Sterling, Ill. They reared their families in Dallas, 
Texas, having been sent there in 1892 to manage the first electric 
streetcar line inthatcity. Charles went into ice manufacturing bus- 
iness and Robert went into the electrical supply business. Robert 
passed away there in 1936 and Charles in 1938. 


Anna Alida married Alonzo Giles of Kansas, born in San Jose. 
There were four children, Mary Giles Allen, Clark S., Kate Giles 
Hoffman and Wm. A. Mrs. Giles passed away in 1914. 


Kate M. married Fred Allen, Delavan, where she has lived 
54 years, rearing three children, Robert, Dorothy, and Glenn. 


Clark went to Dallas at anearlyage and became a newspaper 
editor. Then to New York Times, N. Y. where he died of typhoid 
at the age of 24. 


Mr. and Mrs. Wakefield celebrated their 55th anniversary. 
Their granddaughter, Helen Wakefield Franklin, now lives on the 
home place. 
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EUGENE WANDEL 


Mr. Eugene Wandel is the son of Charles and Ann (Cory) 
Wandel born in 1861. She is the daughter of Milton, born 1830, and 
Mary, born 1832, (Williams) Athey of Ohio. They were married in 
1887 in Easton, Ill. Their daughter, Lelia Eugenia was born 5-31l- 
1890. She was educated in the San Jose schools. Later the family 
moved to Iowa and Lelia on 9-14-1915 married Homer Coy Evans, 
they have lived all their married life m Iowa. Floyd Milton Wandel 
was born 11-8-1896 now of Jesup, Iowa - has five children, Kathryn 
and Mary Jeanne bothofwhomare married. Katherine married Rob- 
ert La Fontaine of Cedar Rapids, they have two children, a daughter 
Mary Jeanne and son David. Mary Jeanne married in 1947 Thomas 
Phelps of Cedar Rapids. The two children are Thomas and Thressa 
Ann. Donald Frances who is employed with the Quaker Oats Co., is 
a bachelor, graduated from Iowa State; Maxine married Marion Kelso 
of Marshalltown, Iowa, and they have a son Jerry and a daughter 
Linnette Rae Wandel of Jessup, Iowa. 


Homer Evans is the son of Mr. Wm. F. Evans of Ward, Ar- 
kansas, born about 1842 in Tenn. and Mollie (Moore) Evans born 
1860. Homer Evans is interested in the Standard Glass and Paint 
Co. in building homes. Eugene Wandel was a farmer, lived his 
early days in San Jose, Ill. severalyears then moved to Iowa. Lelia 
attended Dubuque and Floyd was at Coe. 


Eugene Wandel had the following brothers and a sister: Har- 
vey, James, George, Arthur, and Mary Jane. ; Mary J. Wandel mar- 
ried Dennis Crotty and their children Arthur, Harry, Charles Irvin, 
Thomas and sister Corine, who married Floyd White. 


J. P. WATKINS 


Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Watkins and family moved to Allen in 
1921. Mr. Watkins is the manager of the Allen Farmers Elevator. 
They have two girls and two boys. Lorraine is a graduate nurse at 
St. Francis in Peoria. Theresia teaches in Richland school in East 
Peoria, Johnny farmsand Bill is a Junior in the San Jose Community 
High School. 


LESTER WATKINS 


Mr. Lester Watkins is the son of Jeff and Margaret (Becker) 
Watkins, who livednorthand west of Allen's Grove School and church 
buildings. Mr. Jeff Watkins was the son of Hankerson Watkins. Mr. 
and Mrs. Lester Watkins were married 2-11-1913. They lived south 
of Allen's Grove a number of years, but are now near Green Valley. 
He married Ida Skaggs of the vicinity. She is the daughter of Lafe 
Skaggs of Ky. and later of Mason City, Ill. Lester Watkins has a son, 
Robert, who is now in Acronautic Schoolat Galesburg, Ill. He served 
30 months inthe war in a submarine unit. Bessie Watkins, daughter 
of Jeff Watkins, married Harry Mangold, the son of Wm. Mangold, 
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about 1905. Their three children are Mildred, Glenn, and Paul. 
Mildred becameMrs. Little. Glennmarried Wilma Grant of Easton. 
Paul married Vivian Earl, daughter of George Earl (and grand daugh- 
ter of Thomas Earl). Paulhadtwodaughters, and is farming. Wal- 
ter Watkins deceased. Jonah Watkins married Nona Austin of Green- 
view. Their daughter, Louise married John Schaeffer. They have a 
son, Charles Schaeffer, and live in Allen's Grove. Lyman lives in 
Mason City, Linas inPeoria. Thesetwoare twins. Lyman married 
Pearl Dowd of Petersburg. Their daughters are Janet and Wayne. 
Linas married Lydia Hauter (a relative of Dr. Hauter of San Jose) 
from Morton. Clarence married Mary, - Russell. Archie married 
Hilda Maas of Pekin, one son Howard at home. 


WEBB 


May Edna Webb Tadlock married Carl Henry Gumbel in Pek- 
in, Illinois, 1-21-1920, and moved to Kenosha 7-30-1920. May Edna 
Webb married Bent Otis Tadlock who was born in Alsey, Ill. 9-13- 
1889, he passed away in Tallula, Ill. 1-22-1919 after five years of 
marriedlife. Mr. Tadlockwasa C & A railroadtelegraph operator. 
Two children were born to this union, Virginia Eileen born in San 
Jose 2-3-1916, Lillian may born in Tallula 11-24-1917, she passed 
away 1-27-1919, bothshe andher father were victims of the influenza 
epidemic following World War I. They were buried in Alsey, Il. 


Oscar Webb passedaway in San Jose 7-11-1903 the victim of 
a Fourth of July accident and was buried in Mason City. Russell Ed- 
win and James Webb grewtomanhood, attending schools in San Jose, 
have been interested in Kenosha much of their business lives. Each 
has a daughter and the daughters are married. 


Virginia Eileen Tadlock Gumbel on 6-1-38 married Walter 
Leonard Anderson, whowas borninScotland 4-24-1917. Their three 
children are Donald Lee born 6-28-1941; Kay Eileen born 9-1-1943 
and Joy Elaine born 10-27-1944, and they live in Kenosha. 


HENRY WETZEL 


Henry Wetzelwas bornnear Natrona March 1867 and followed 
the vocation of farming untilhis retirement several years ago, when 
he moved to San Jose. They had four sons, Arlie and Raymondof 
Chicago; Fred of Nebraska; and Harry of Toledo. 


RUSSELL WHEAT (Contributed) 


Mr. Russell Wheat is the son of Benjamin and Opal Wheat from 
Paris. TheycamefromIndiana. Theirchildrenare Harold, George, 
and Russell. Helen Wheat married Nelson Willis and they live in San 
Jose with their three children, Dale, Caro, Merle. Esther Wheat 
is home with her mother; Marcella works in Peoria. Dorothy mar- 
ried Dale Mitchel lives in Tremont, their children Sharon and Dennis 
Leroy. Mrs. Russell Wheat was Dorothy Koles. Sheisthe daughter 
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of John Edward and Cora (Brown) Koles from Bath but originally 
from England and Germany. The family John Edward; Clarence ; 
Lawrence Clinton; Raymond; Ralph; Esther; Ethel; Sarah. Sarah 
Koles married George Wheat, a brother of Russell 7-24-1942. 


Ethel Wheat lives in Fulton Co. married Earl Hill; Esther 
Wheat married Clinton Lindsey the four children Marjorie, married, 
one son, RichardDean. Mr. Wheatisatrucker. He served in World 
War II received two silver stars for gallantry inaction. RalphKoles 
lost his life in the ''Battle of the Bulge'', World War II. 


WILBUR WHITE (Submitted) 


Wilbur White is the son of James D. and Mary Elizabeth (Ad- 
kinson) White of Ky. He was born in 1853 and so was she. He lived 
to be 94 and she lived to be 87. Wilburhas two brothers and one sis- 
ter living in Ky., one sister in Mason City and one sister in Pekin. 
He came to Illinois when he was seventeen years old. On 2-6-1910 
he married Minnie Kathryn Laumeier, at her home near Mason City. 
She is the daughter of Mr. andMrs.H. H. Laumeier. Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilbur White came to San Jose in 1919. Their children, Raymond 
William, born 11-17-1910, Helen Marie 11-18-1916. Raymond White 
married Mary Jane Wall of Colfax in 9-14-1940. She was the daugh- 
ter of a farmer, John Wall of Colfax. Helen White married 9-18-1937 
at Crown Point, Indiana, one son Danny Everett was born 12-18-1948. 
Helen's husband was Ottis B. Fackler of Bloomington, he is the son 
of Mr. andMrs. Harry Fackler. Mrs. Harry Fackler was Miss Mary 


Brindley of Cadiz, Ohio. Wilbur White was a farmer and factory 
worker. 


BERNARD WIEMER 
Submitted by George B. Wiemer 


Bernard Wiemer, born in Western Onosbruck Koenichrion 
Pruessen Germany in 1831 and Charlotta Sophia Kramer born in Ger- 
many, were married in Havana, Illinois in 1855. In 1862 they moved 
to their farm in Prairie Creek Township. They were the parents of 
four children - Albert, Elizabeth, Charles, and Henry. Mrs. Wie- 
mer died in 1895 and Mr. Wiemer died in 1908. 


Charles Wiemer, son of Bernard and Charlotta Wiemer was 
born at Havana, Illinois in 1859. He married Martha C. Faulkin, 
daughter of George and Dr. Katherine Dekena Faulkin. They were 
the parents of three children, George B. Wiemer; Luta C. Wiemer, 
and Paul M. Wiemer. Mr. and Mrs. Wiemer farmed for a number 
of years and in 1901 movedto San Jose. In 1903 with his son George 
as a partner built and operated the furniture store now known as the 


W. G. Kelly furniture Co. Mr. Wiemer died in 1933 and Mrs. Wie- 
mer died in 1948. 
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GEORGE B. WIEMER 


Submitted by Arlie O. Wiemer 


George B. Wiemer son of Charles and Martha Wiemer was 
born on the farm near San Jose and was educated in the San Jose 
schools, also business training and a graduate of the Worsham Em- 
balming School of Chicago. He married Arlie O. Davis, a graduate 
of the San Jose High School. She has had teachers training and is a 
graduate of the Worsham College of Mortuary Science of Chicago. 
Mr. Wiemer has always been a leader in Civic and Political affairs, 
and is at present Mayor of the City, and manager of the Wiemer 
Funeral Home. 


DAVE WILKINSON 


Mr. and Mrs. Dave Wilkinson came from England about 1880. 
They lived on Ainsworth land lying north of Natrona. They returned 
to England in 1898 and farmed her father's farm. Mr. John Hendrix 
'"Hicky'' and brother Benone Hendrix and sister Jane, who became 
Mrs. Ben Wells lived in and around Natrona. Mr. and Mrs. Ben 
Wells had two sons, Craig and John. Craig married, had two sons 
and two daughters. 


BETTY HARRIS WOLF 


Betty Harris Wolf was born in Germany near Bremen in 1867. 
She came to America when she was 18 years old on one of the very 
good boats of her day being about two weeks on the sea. They landed 
in New York and then came to Natrona to her Uncle Diers and Han- 
ocker. She was marriedather Aunt's, Mrs. Sweitzer March 7, 1882, 
in the home where the Ruples now live (1950). They went to Mr. 
Sweitzer's farm and lived there some years. Mr. John Wolf was 
born in Germany. The children were Pauline, Lydia, Harold. 


Harold lives on the home place, while Paulina and her hus- 
band, Mr. George Mannen live on the other farm. Harold married 
Fred Miller's daughter, Alma, about 1925. They have an adopted 
daughter. They are members of the Salem Church. Lydia is at 
home with her mother. 


GEORGE WOLL 


George Woll was born near Secor, Ill. 12-12-1865, and while 
quite young came with his parents to San Jose, where he lived the re- 
mainder of his life. On Oct. 25-1886 he was united in marriage with 
Miss Lillie Taylor of San Jose, and to this union three children were 
born - Edgar, Truman, and Kathryn. All lived in or near this city - 
all married and have been within reach. He was engaged in the ma- 
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chine business and owned several threshing rigs, corn shellers, and 
clover hullers which he operated successfully for many years. Dur- 
ing his latter years he was quite extensively engaged in raising and 
shipping popcorn, having worked up a large retail trade, extending 
over many states. He was a member of the local lodges, Knights of 
Pythias and Modern Woodman; also a member of the First M. E. 
Church. 


HENRY WOLL 


Henry Woll was born in Secor, Ill. in 1862 and came to San 
Jose in 1867. He helped his father in the store from his youth and 
continued in that business until his death in 1938. On Nov. 20, 1887, 
he married Elizabeth Niekirk from Forest City, Ill. and to this union 
was born four children, Flora, Pansy, Robert, and Floyd. 


Flora married Fred Bockwitz in 1908 and lives in Humboldt, 
Minn. They have one son, Virgil. Pansy graduated from San Jose 
High Schooland Illinois State Normal University at Normal, Ill. Lat- 
er she taught at Mendotaand Pekin, Ill. From 1929 until the time of 
her death in 1949 she worked at the N. Woll and Co. Store. Henry 
Woll was a member and promoter of the first San Jose Community 
Band and the Mayor ofthe village from 1901 to 1910, and a Mason for 
over fifty years. He was a village trustee from 1890-1896. 


Robert H. Woll was born in San Jose inl900. He graduated 
from San Jose High School and enlisted in the Army when he was 18 
years old and served in World War I. 


In 1919 he started working at the N. Woll & Co. store. In 
1925 he married Amanda K. Williams. To this union was born one 
son, Robert Nicholas Woll. 


Robert Woll Mrs. Robert Woll 
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NICHOLAS WOLL, JR. 


Mary J. Denker, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Denker was 
born in Tumon, Germany, August 19, 1859. When fourteen years of 
age she came to the United States with her parents and lived in Dor- 
chester, Nebraska. 


Nicholas Woll, Jr. sonof Nicholas and Catherine Biehl Woll, 
was bornat Eaton, Ohio, October 9, 1856, and lived in San Jose dur- 
ing his youth, later working for a packing company in Omaha, Neb- 
raska. Hemetandmarried Mary Denker September 16, 1880 in Wil- 
bur, Nebraska. They went to their honeymoon in a covered wagon. 
Nine children were born to them - Orian, Matilda and Etura, de- 
ceased. KathrynShankland, Kenosha, Wis. , Samuel Woll, Columbia 
City, Indiana, Harry Woll, Bloomington, Ill., Lydia Benninger, Am- 
elia Sellers and Emma Woll, all of San Jose. 


Mr. and Mrs. Woll lived most of their life in and around San 
Jose. They celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary on Sept. 
16, 1930, in this city of San Jose. 


ALONZO WOOD 


Mr. Alonzo Wood came from Pickaway County, Clarksburg, 
Ohio. He was born in 1878 and came to San Jose when he was about 
twenty-one. He married Miss Emma Cambell February 3, 1909 in 
Havana. They farmedinand around San Jose. Theirson James was 
born while they were living on Fred McCollough farm in Prairie 
Creek Tps. James Wood was educated in the San Jose schools. Af- 
ter graduating he attended Eueeka College, completing the work there 
about 1934. He beganteaching and was at Middletown when called to 
the service. Heservedin the air corps, working in clerical depart- 
ments much of the time, serving four and a half years. He planned 
to get his Master's degree in the summer of 1950 from Iowa City, 
Iowa; in the interim he is coach and history teacher in Kenney, [llin- 
ois high school. In June 1947, Mr. James Wood married Miss Row- 
ena Chastine fromnear Tulsa, Oklahoma. She is a Home Economics 
teacherinKenney. Mr. Alonzo Wood passed away October 22, 1947. 
Mrs. Wood remains in San Jose. 


FRED WOOD 


Fred Wood, sonof Randolph C. Woodand Angeline Frakes was 
born at Athens, Illinois on September 26, 1879. He married Eliza 
R. Shepler who was born near Peoria Dec. 4, 1892. Mr. Wood was 
a farmer living at San Jose all of his life, having never voted out of 
Allen's Grove Township. They hadsevenchildrenbornto them. Lois 
who is deceased, Roland, Henry R. (Tubby), and William with the 
United States Army Medical Division in Korea. He also served in 
World War II, having enlisted a year before Pearl Harbor. 
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Henry R. (Tubby) also served with the U. S. Infantry Division 
inthe Pacific Theater in World War II. He received the Bronze Medal 
of Honor. 


HENRY WORNER 


Henry Worner, the sonof Jacob and Anna K. (Steger) Worner 
was born 2-20-1868 at Green Valley, Ill. In early manhood he set- 
tled on the farm seven miles west of San Jose. He married Mary 
Elizabeth Kies ling of Forest City 2-24-1897 and celebrated their Gol- 
den Wedding in 1947. They have children, all of whom are college 
graduates. HenryHarold B.B. majoriedin agriculture at the Univer- 
sity of Illinois; Ruby Kathryn PH.D. in chemistry at the University 
of Chicago; and Wilfred Jacobat Bradley in Business Administration. 


Mr. Worner has been actively engagedin farming and the rais- 
ing oflivestock. Hehasalways been readyto adopt improved methods 
of farming and thereby greatly improved the fertility of the soil and 
increasedcropyields. Hewasone of the first to sow a plot of alfalfa 
experimentally in 1898, and now has as high as 80 acres devoted to 
this crop, all of which is used as livestock feed. Being a lover of 
livestock and having an appreciation of the importance of quality he 
formerly had pure-bred Percheron horses and shorthorncattle. More 
recently he has a fine herd of registered Polled Hereford Cattle. 
Cattle from this herd have been sold in 43 states and four foreign 
countries. He had the honor of serving as President of the National 
Polled Hereford Association in 1940. 


Mr. Worner has always found time to work for the improve- 
ment of the community. The first telephone line was built as means 
of neighbor communications and led to lines being built to Forest City 
andSan Jose. The first Rural Mail Delivery in the neighborhood came 
from Manito to within two miles of the farm. He was a Township 
School Trustee in Manito Twp. until the San Jose School District was 
organized. Atthistime he was elected a Director of the High School 
and served 21 years. He helped to organize the Allen Farmers Ele- 
vator Co. in 1913 and served as their first secretary 32 years. He 
was alsoa Director which office he held until death. Since the organ- 
ization ofthe Mason County Farm Bureau, he has been a member and 
cooperated withthe University of Illinois in keeping farm records for 
fifteen years. When paved roads were being routed in the county he 
worked unceasingly to get Route 119 via San Jose, which was finally 
accomplished. At this time Mr. and Mrs. Worner transferred their 
membership from the Pleasant Plains Baptist and Christian Church 
tothe First M. E. Church in San Jose. Mr. Worner was a trustee of 
the Board. He also cooperated with members of the community in 
organizing the San Jose Community Bank and has served as chairman. 
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In all these activities Mr. Worner has the encouragement of 
Mrs. Worner. Together they have enjoyed the opportunity and priv- 
ilege of watching a sparsely and little cultivated swampland develop 
into one of Illinois most progressive and fertile regions, with its 
modern farm homes fully equipped through the rural electrification 
program; excellent school facilities extending through the high school; 
and well-kept all-weather roads for rapid transportation in all direc- 
tions. They have never ''retired" for they felt the city has little to 
offer in exchange for ''the good life'' on the farm. 


Since this has been written Mr. Worner has been called to life 
above. 


Mr. & Mrs. J. M. Yontz & Mabel 


237 


ROY YELTON 


Roy Yelton married Rieke Dickhoff. They lived in the Victory 
School districtonaSmithfarm. Their children are Lucille and Don- 
ald. Lucille marriedand lives in Mason City. She has two children. 


JACOB YONTZ 


Jacob Yontz of York, Pennsylvania, came to San Jose in 1848. 
He married a Miss Cawhorn, and they had one son, Samuel Yontz. 
After Mrs. Yontz's death, Mr. Yontzenlistedin the Army and served 
in the Civil War. Upon his return fromthe war, he married Miss 
Catherine Cummings and had three children, Abraham, Laura, and 
John. Mr. Yontz was a farmer and extensive land owner. 


Abraham Yontz, son of Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Yontz, was born 
on a farm near San Jose. He married Bessie Linbarger. He later 


married Lyda Mathingly, and they had two children, Lee and Gene- 
vieve, who survive. 


Laura Yontz, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Yontz, married 


Herman Jones. They had two children, Homer and Catherine, who 
survive. 


JAMES YONTZ 


James Yontz, son of Margaret and Marvin Yontz, and Jean- 
ette Harms, daughter of William and Sena Harms, were married at 
the Lutheran Church in Emden in 1937. James graduated from San 
Jose High School after which he attended Bradley College at Peoria, 
Illinois. Jeanette graduated from Hartsburg after which she attend- 
ed Lincoln College. She was employed in the County Treasurer's 
office at Lincoln until their marriage. After their marriage, they 
lived on a farm near Green Valley. They are the parents of four 
children, William Lee, Jane, Neil and Ruth Ann. 


JOHN M. YONTZ 


JohnM. Yontz, sonof Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Yontz, was born on 
a farm near San Jose and married Virgil E. Davis, daughter of Mr. 
& Mrs. Warren Davis. They were the parents of one daughter, Mab- 
el K. Yontz. Mabel was a graduate of the Delavan High School. 
Mabel is deceased. Mr. & Mrs. Yontz were educated inthe San Jose 
schools and farmed for a number of years. They moved to Spring- 
field and Mr. Yontz was an employee of the State for six years. He 
died at his home in Springfield, March 12, 1949. Mrs. Yontz sur- 
vives. 
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MARVIN L. YONTZ 


Marvin L. Yontz, son of Samuel and Ida Johnson Yontz, was 
born in Harper, Kansas, coming to San Jose, Illinois with his par- 
ents at the age of five years. In January, 1911, he was married to 
Margaret Ellen Harris, daughter of James and Jane Harris of San 
Jose. After their marriage, they resided on a farm near Wheeling, 
Missouri, living there seven years and then returning to San Jose, 
where they moved to the farm northeast of San Jose where they still 
reside. They retired from active farming in 1947. Mr. Yontz has 
always followed farming and livestock feeding. 


Mr. and Mrs. Yontz are the parents of three children: Wil- 
ma who is a registered nurse at St. Francis Hospital in Peoria; 
Merle, of Peoria, whose wife is Lois Zimmerman, daughter of Fred 
and Clara Zimmerman of San Jose; and James of Green Valley, 
whose wife is Janette Harms, daughter of William and Sena Harms of 
Emden. Mr.and Mrs. Yontzhaveten grandchildren: Judy, Marlene, 
Linda, Nancy, Carol, and Teddy (children of Mr. and Mrs. Merle 
Yontz) and Jane, Neil, William Lee and Ruth Ann (children of Mr. 
and Mrs. James Yontz, of Green Valley. 


MERLE YONTZ 


Merle Yontz, son of Margaretand Marvin Yontz of San Jose, 
and Lois Zimmerman, daughter of Fredand Clara Zimmerman, were 
married ather parents home near San Jose in 1936. Merle graduated 
from San Jose High School and Bradley College at Peoria, Illinois. 
Lois graduated from San Jose High and the University of Illinois at 
Urbana. Sincetheir marriage, theyhave resided in Peoria, Illinois, 
where Merlehas beenwiththe R. G. LeTourneau Manufacturing Com- 
pany, manufacturers of earthmoving and construction equipment. He 
is now vice president, treasurer, and manager of the Peoria plant of- 
fices/ofpR=) G.) be Tourneau., inc. 


Mr. and Mrs. Yontz are the parents of five daughters and one 
son. They are Judy, Marlene, Nancy, Linda, Teddy, and Carol. 


NED YONTZ 


Ned Yontz married Mary Leesman of Hartsburg and has four 
children, Ivan, Cleo, Vera Mae and Norma Jean. Ivan married Joyce 
Stevens of Bloomington. They live in Pekin where he has been prac- 
ticing law, andat the recent November election, he was elected County 
Judge of Tazewell County on the Republican ticket. Cleo married 
Janet Glomp of Delavan and they live near Armington and have two 
children, Cynthia and Mark. Vera Mae married Richard Alexander 
of Delavan and lives ona farm east of San Jose. They have one child. 
Norma Jean graduated from San Jose High School in 1951. 
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SAMUEL JACOB YONTZ 


Samuel Jacob Yontz was born in Logan County in 1860. He 
was unitedin marriage with Ida E. Johnson, daughter of Peter John- 
son of San Jose. She was church organist about the year 1880, and 
walkedthree miles to the services. She also had a good soprano and 
alto voice. 


Miss Johnson learned the dressmaking trade at Ron Leoni's 
Dress Shop locatedonthe southeast corner of Morrison's lot. At the 
age of 23, she married Samuel Yontz. 


They had five children: Martha married Ehme Harms of Em- 
den; Marvin married Margaret Harris; Lois married Carl Summer 
of Jacksonville, Illinois; Ned married Mary Leesman of Hartsburg, 
Illinois. 


After the death of Mrs. Yontz, Mr. Samuel Yontz married 
Mary Ingle, who preceded him in death. Mr. Yontz farmed north- 
east of San Jose until retirement, when he went to Delavan. He 
passed away at the age of 86. 


WILMA YONTZ 


Wilma Yontz, daughterofMr. and Mrs. Marvin Yontz, grad- 
uated from San Jose High School and School of Nursing at St. Fran- 
cis Hospital, Peoria, Illinois. She also attended Bradley College, 
Peoria, Illinois. She has since followedher profession of registered 
nurse and is at present employed at St. Francis Hospital, Peoria. 
Wilma married Charles Schackleford, August 12, 1951. 
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| Mr. & Mrs. Merle Yontz 
(Lois Zimmerman) 


Children of Mr. & Mrs. Merle Yontz 
Marlene, Judy, Teddy, Linda, Carrol & Nancy 
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Ruth Ann Yontz, 
daughter of James and Janette Yontz 
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FRED ZIMMERMAN 


Fred R. Zimmerman was born September 6, 1883, north of 
Gibson City, Illinois. His parents were Jerry John and Elizabeth 
Zimmerman. One surviving sister, Mrs. Lillian Z. Probasco, re- 
sides in Chicago. He started to school in the country schoolhouse 
one mile north of San Jose at the crossroads on the James Harris 
farm. E. L. (''Doc'') Manuelwastheteacher. This districtwas dis- 
solved and added to the San Jose school district. The remainder of 
the elementary school work was atthe Pleasant View or San Hill school 
north east of San Jose. Following graduation from the San Jose High 
School with the class of 1899, he spent two winters with the Brown's 
Business College at Peoria, Illinois, and one year enrolled at the 
University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana. 


In 1904, when his parents retired, he started farming. 


Dwight graduated from the University of Illinois, School of 
Agriculture. He married Betty Behrends of Mason City, Illinois, in 
1941, she having also received her Bachelor of Science degree from 
the University. They have one child, Janis Jane. They are active- 
ly engaged in farming, first living at the original Zimmerman home- 
stead, north of San Jose, and then moving in 1951 to the home of 
Dwight's parents east of town, following the deathof his mother. On 
the farm are three employees: Jess Hayden, marriedto Helen Cas- 
well ofDelavan, and whocame to. work for Fred Zimmerman in 1921, 
has been with the family since that time. A brother, Will Hayden, 
came in 1922 and stayed until 1947, when ill health forced him to re- 
tire. SonofWillHayden, William Jr. -- Marriedto Virginia Olson - 
isnow employed and living in the same house as his father did before 
him. The other employee is James Handke, married to Jean Faulk- 
ner. 


Mr. Fred Zimmerman resides on the farm east of San Jose 
with his son, Dwight and family, spending a part of each year in 
travel. 


On April 5, 1906, Fred R. Zimmerman and Clara E. Rapp 
were married inthe old Salem Methodist Church, San Jose. She was 
the daughter of Henry Rapp, residing east of town. That summer a 
new house was built on the farm on which they lived north and west 
of San Jose. There they lived until 1919, when they moved to the 
Henry Rapp home, due to the death of William J. Rapp, a brother of 
Mrs. Zimmerman. 


To this union were born five children: Calvin William, born 
April 3, 1907; Gerald Henry, born June 14, 1908; Gladys Elizabeth, 
born April 10, 1910; Lois Henrietta, born July 1, 1912; and Dwight 
Frederick, born May 2, 1914. 


The children attended the Pleasant View (Sand Hill) and Cream 
Ridge country schools, and later all graduated from the San Jose Com- 
munity High School. 
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Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Zimmerman 
Daughter - Lillian Probasco 
Son - Fred Zimmerman 


Mr. Fred Zimmermm Mrs. Fred Zimmerman 
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Calvin graduated from DePau University, Green Castle, Ind- 
iana, majoring in Chemistry. He is now affiliated with the Illinois 
Bell Telephone Company in Chicago, with whom he has been for the 
past eighteen years. He married Mae Markannen of Grand Rapids, 
Minnesota, in 1938. Theyhave three children: Fred, Joan, and Rog- 
er ineirenome asain i lmhurst,. Illinois. 


Gerald graduated from the University of Illinois, majoring in 
Engineering. Shortly after graduated, he started with the Illinois 
Highway Department and is still with them, only located now in the 
main state office in Springfield, Illinois. During World War II, he 
served inthe Navy for three and one half years in the Pacific area and 
was in charge of Radar on the ship, Portunis. He acquired the rank 
of Lieutenant. 


Gladys attended Illinois Wesleyan University, Bloomington, 
Illinois, one year. She married Fred Ryan, San Jose, Illinois, and 
has one son, Jerry. In 1946she went to Caracas, Venezuela, in the 
employ ofthe Venezuelan Basic Economic Corporation. After two and 
one half years, she returned to the home of her parents to stay for 
over a year, due to the illness and death of her mother. She is liv- 
ing in Springfield, employed atthe Charles Thomas Publishing Com- 
pany. 


Lois graduated from the University of Illinois, Home Econo- 
mics Department. She married Merle L. YontzofSan Jose, and they 
have six children: Judy, Marlene, Nancy, Teddy, Linda, and Carol. 
They reside in Peoriawhere Mr. Yontz is Vice President and Treas- 
Uterine nh.) 1.6 Lourneau Go. 


ZIMMERMAN (JERRY JOHN) 


Jerry John Zimmerman was born March 22, 1849, in Ost- 
friesland, Germany, and came to the United States atthe age of sev- 
enteen. He, with several brothers and sisters, lived in the vicinity 
of Gibson City, Illinois, for a number of years. 


On April 19, 1881, he was united in marriage to Elizabeth 
Catherine Smith, who was born near Havana, Illinois, on December 
13, 1854. She was the oldest daughter of Frederick J. Smith and 
moved from Havana to a farm two and one half miles southeast of San 
Jose in the spring of 1855. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jerry John Zimmerman settled ona farm north- 
east of Gibson City and lived there three years. They moved from 
there to a farm near Bellflower, Illinois, where they lived for five 
years. In 1889they movedtothe 320 acre Zimmerman farm 2 miles 
north and west of San Jose, Illinois, which they had bought the year 


before. To Jerry J. and Elizabeth C. Zimmerman four children 


were born. Two died in infancy. A son, Fred, and a daughter, 
Lillian, survive. The Zimmermans were faithful members of the 
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German Methodist Episcopal Church in San Jose, and Mr. Jerry 
Zimmerman was the last person to be buried from the old frame 
church. He died following a gallstone operation, on January 31, 1911, 
and the mother passed away in San Jose on December 28, 1940. 


The son, Fred Riner Zimmerman, was married to Miss Clara 
Rapp on April 5, 1906. They, too, made farming their career. To 
this union five children were born; Calvin of. Elmhurst, Illinois; 
Gerald and Gladys of Springfield, Illinois; Lois of Peoria, Illinois, 
and Dwight of San Jose. There are eleven grandchildren. 


The daughter, Lillian, was married to David R. Probasco of 
San Jose on October 6, 1908. To this union two children were born: 
Racille of San Jose, and Elizabeth. There are four grandchildren. 
With the sinking of the ill-fated ship, Otranto, during World War I 
David Probasco was amongthe missing. Later his body was brought 
home and suitable burial giveninSan Jose. After the death of David 
Probasco, Mrs. Lillian Probasco beganthe study of nursing. At the 
present time she is a Registered Nurse, employedinthe Government 
Hospital at Hines, Illinois, for the Veteran's Administration. In 
June, 1950, she received her Bachelor of Science of Nursing Edu- 
cation Degree from De Paul University. 
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AGRICULTURE Submitted By Marvin Yontz 
SAN JOSE 


The community of San Jose, is located in the heart of Illinois 
in one of the richest farming areas in the Central part of the United 
States. The city has a population of about 500, and derives its bus- 
iness from the farming communities surrounding it, and some som- 
munities and factories in the nearby area. It is located on two rail- 
roads, the Gulf, Mobile and Ohio (Formerly the C & A), and the 
Peoria & Springfield shortline. The Chicago and Northwesternis2 1/2 
miles west of town, which crosses the trading area. The trade area 
overlaps the trade area of neighboring towns as follows: 


Havana Population 4,500 25 miles West 
Easton “ 300 16 miles Southwest 
Mason City i 2,000 12 miles Southwest 
New Holland S 300 9 miles South 
Emden B 350 6miles East 
Delavan a 1,500 8 miles Northeast 
Green Valley au 500 9 miles North 
Forest City iu 150 12 miles Northwest 


It is one-half way between Chicago and St. Louis which is 
about 165 miles to either. Chicago is the 4th largest city of the 
world, and St. Louis is the 5th in the United States. It is very ac- 
cessible by auto, Route U. S. 136 runs through the community east 
and west, crossing Routes 29, 66, 121. All other roads are gravel. 
San Jose is located in the corner of three counties: Mason, Logan, 
and Tazewell. 


SOILS 


The soils are of varied nature, making it possible to growa 
wide variety of crops. The city itself is located on higher level than 
the surrounding community. The soils, in and close to the city are 
of sandy loam. In the early days the low ground in this community 
was too wet to settle on, so that explains why all the higher ground 
was taken first. Almost all kinds of vegetables, grains, fruits, and 
grasses thatare grownin this climate, are grown in this community. 


Inthe early days, the wells here were dug by hand and walled 
up with brick to a depth of about 20 to 30 feet, but when they drained 
the swampland for production of crops, that lowered the water level 
on the upland andthe wells had to be drilled deeper. It was drained in 
1884 by large drainage ditches which were built by the owner of the 
land. Sinceitis drained, it is called a Drainage District, the owner 
paying his share as to the benefits received. This is excellent black 
heavy loam soil, underlaid with sand and gravel, which produces 
wonderful crops. 
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Banter Domino 3706924 (186981) 
Bred and Owned by Philip Leinweber & sons 


San Jose, Illinois 
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The other black land, other than the swampland, needs lime- 
stone to growthe best ofSweet Clover and Alfalfa, also all other soils 
in the territory. This soil is adapted for tile draining and there is 
tile inusein this country that has been in use for 70 years. Most all 
of the soils appreciate the rock phosphate to a good advantage, and 
some need itvery badly. Potashandnitrogen are also becoming quite 
advisable to use. 


The use of fertilizer, legumes, hybrid corn and other im- 
proved seeds and better methods of farming have doubled our yields 
to what they were 45 to 50 years ago. At that time we thought our 
soils were about wornout. They were badly worn, but improved me- 
thods have made a great change. 


FARM VALUES 


In the beginning of our forefathers, this land was acquired al- 
most for nothing and at the present time the price of our good farm 
land would run from $300 per acre to the extreme price of $500, very 
few below $300 as of today. Landvalues are very high today (1951) 
owing to inflated prices offarm products. During the deflation of 1932 
they were about 25% of what they are today. 


TAXES 


Taxes range according to the improvements, quality of land, 
in what school district, county, and township. They range from $2 
to$5peracre. Theyare higher nowthanthey were ever known to be. 

Cornis our largestcrop, about 30to 50% of our land is in corn 
everyyear. The yields vary according to soil treatment and methods 
of farming, to the extent of 50 to 125 bushels. The ten acre yield 
contest conducted by the Illinois Crop Improvement Association, was 
won by a farmer of this community by a yield of 190.6 bushels. 


The soils are adapted to wheat and the yields vary from 20 to 
50 bushel. The oats usually run from 45 to 85 bushel and in some 
cases exceed this amount by several bushels. Beans have become 
very popular in the last fifteen years in this community due to price 
and yield. It is quite common to hear of 40 bushel yield to the acre 
and some have made as high as 50. There is quite an acreage planted 
each year. Alfalfa has been grown more extensively in the last ten 
years forthe purpose of feed and improving the soils. Red clover is 
still being grown for the purpose of building up the soil and also for 
hay and seed. Other grass seeds are raised for pasture purposes. 
Some flaxhas been grown the last few years which has paid very well 
on account of war prices. Lapino clover is also being used to some 
extent at present. 


WATERMELON 
The finest watermelons are grown on the west edge of this 


area, andare shipped by truck as far east as Philadelphia. They are 
considered the best grown anywhere. 
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POULTRY 


This community has been noted for its large number of flocks 
ofheavy breeds of chickens, and some flocks of Leghorn types. The 


poultry business was a life-saver for many farmers in this commun- 
ity during the depression. 


Mr. & Mrs. J. M. Yontz & Daughter, Mabel K. 
with fine team of horses. 


Benninger horses 
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PRODUCTION OF CROPS FOR SEED 


There isalarge amount of seeds produced in this country and 
are shipped to distant points by seed companies. A lot of various 
seeds are shipped from afar and sold here and in adjoining territor- 
ies. Some ofallthe grains and grass seeds grown here are processed 
for seeding purposes. 


POLLED HEREFORD CATTLE 


Polled Hereford cattle have become quite popular in this vic- 
inity in the last twenty-five years. Mr. Phillip Leinweber, was the 
first to introduce the full blooded Polled Hereford cattle forty years 
ago. Our community had the honor of winning 3 out of 4 Grand Cham- 
pions at the IllinoisState Fair in 1949. The Reserved Champion was 
won at Polled Hereford National at Des Moines, Iowa, by a breeder 
of this community and there were three Grand Champion issued to 
breeders of our community at the State Fair Springfield in the years 
of 46, 47, and 48. Mr. Logan Betzeberger has bought the Reserved 
Champion Poll Hereford bull at the 1950 Kansas City Royal stock show, 
for the purpose of increasing the quality of fine head which he now has. 
This community has the honor of shipping full blooded cattle to sev- 
eralforeigncountries, and also importing quite a few very high qual- 
ified cattle. 


BLACK ANGUS CATTLE 


Black Angus cattle are quite popular in this community, and 
some are of a very high quality. 


SHOR T#sHORN'CATTOE 


On the southern edge of our trade territory, Mathers Brothers 
raise very fine shorthorn cattle. They have imported many high qual- 
ity individuals fromScotland to improve the quality of their herd. Have 
won many National honors all over the United States. 


CATTLE FEEDING 


There has been an improvement in the cattle feeding industry 
in the last fifteen to twenty years. We have several large feeders, 
feeding good to choice quality cattle, mostly white face. These are 
shipped in from ranches in the western part of the United States. 


HOGS 


We havea large number of farmers, raising and feeding small 
lots of hogs. We also have.a few that feed quite extensively, buying 
their feeding pigs elsewhere. 
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BUILDING OF PEORIA-SPRINGFIELD SHORTLINE RAILWAY 
(Built in 1898) 


When they built this railroad east of town there is a deep cut 
in the hill which measures 1/4 mile long, 20 to 80 feet wide, and 30 
feet deep. Allof this cut was shoveled out by hand, man labor, into 
little cars on a small temporary railroad trackand then let the train 
of cars coast down hill to the lowland a mile south where they were 
dumped. Then, they were pulled back up hill by four-horse team to 
be refilled again and sometimes the cars would jump the track and 
pile up in a mess at the foot of the hill. 


The eating camp was placed on this hill and was supposed to 
be screened in by mosquito bar, but there seemed to be as many 
flies on the inside as on the outside. The horses were also kept on 
this hill close to this eating camp, which made the flies worse. 


After this railroad was completed, there was a passenger and 
freight depot at the north edge of town and Ed Linbarger and Son, 
Webster, used to meet the train with ''City Hack" pulled either by a 
team of Shetland ponies or sometimes by a Blue Roan Team of driv- 
ing horses. They did this for a small charge and for the benefit of 
their hotel and livery barn which they were operating uptown. 


The railroad was built fifty-four years ago and the first pas- 
senger excursion to run from Springfieldto Peoria was fifty-two years 
ago, at a cost of $1.30 for round trip and bicycles hauled in baggage 
car free of charge. At this time the Peoria merchants would refund 
train fare to Peoria if the customer would purchase $25.00 worth of 
merchandise. Inthose days $25.00 o0fmerchandise was quite a bit for 
one person to buy, but people didn't go to Peoria very often at that 
time. 


During the years from 1915 to 1925, San Jose used to have 
twelve passenger trains every day, four trains in the morning, four 
at noon, and four in theevening. Everyone that could, went to meet 
the trains. There were also many freight trains, which were about 
3 times as many trains as now. 


WEEDS 


The country usedto be badly infested with cockleburr, owing 
to continuous cropping of corn, now and then oats, and back to corn 
again. Sometimes the oat stubble would be sown to wheat in the fall. 
This method of farming had a tendency to promote the production of 
cockleburr. The tails of animals would be so full of cockleburrs, 
they would be a solid mat. 


There was not much clover grown in those days to check the 
burrs. Today, the methods are somuch changed that you very seldom 
seeafieldwiththem. The button weeds are getting thicker on account 
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of a lotofsoy beans grown here and it is a problem to keep them out. 
The longevity of the seed in the ground is what makes them hard to 
eradicate. We are very fortunate not to have Canadian thistle. Once 
in a while there is a small patch that gets started, but all good far- 
mers get on to them and try to eradicate them. We have very little 
buckhorn compared to other areas. 


SMALL GRAIN HARVESTING 


The methods of small grain harve sting has changed very much 
in such a short time compared to European countries. The small 
grain used to be harvested with scythe, with craddle attached. It was 
made up of four wooden fingers the length of the scythe, spread about 
sixinchesapart. Whencuttingthe grain, it would be left in wind-row 
and then others would come along and bind this grain into,bundles and 
then shockit. The bands were made out of small handfuls of the straw 
and always using two lengths of the straw so the band would be long 
enough to make a fair size bundle. This took a lot of hand labor and 
with modern machinery the smallest combine can harvest ten acres 
in a good day or a large one, with one man operating it, can harvest 
forty acres. 


THRESHING MACHINES 


The years from 1915 to 1920, San Jose had fourteen complete 
threshing rigs to do custom work for the farmers in adjoining terri- 
tory. These were all powered by heavy steam engines. Before steam 
power took over, they were powered by horse power. These engines 
were slow moving andvery hard to guide, but very dependable. They 
derived the power from coal and water, which was put in them by 
hand labor. These machines were very large and took from twenty 
to twenty-five mento keep one machine busy. They would thresh from 
1,200 to 2,000 bu. of wheat per day and 2,500 to 4,000 bushel of oats 
per day. The farmers would exchange help with one another to make 
up a crew oftwenty to twenty-five men. Everybody stayed for dinner, 
very good feasts were put on by the farmer's wives. Everybody had 
a straw stack. About twenty-five years ago, the small threshing 
machine came into use and were powered by gas tractors that were 
being used for other farm work. About 1935, the combine came into 
use and now we do not have any threshing machines. Today, (1951) 
almost every farmer has acombine and does his own harvesting which 
takes from threetoten days. The ladies surely like it, as there are 
no big dinners to prepare for a large crew of hungry men. 


CORN CULTIVATION 


Our method of raising corn is changing very fast. The corn 
rows usedto be marked off by markers, both ways, then planted with 
a hoe inthe hills where the markers crossed one another. Then they 
began using two row planters with a team of horses and wire with but- 
ton on it to make the corndrop in rows crosswise. Today, they have 
two row and four row tractor planters. They can plant from thirty 
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to sixty acres a day or night if they want to, by the use of electric 
lights which the tractors have. The corn cultivation started by 
hand, then one horse plows were used that had two shovels, cultivat- 
ing one-half of a row ata time. Then came the two horse cultivator 
plowing one row at atime, and now we have tractor cultivators that 
plow two rows at atime, and some plow four, plowing from thirty to 
sixty acres in a day. 


CORN HUSKING 


All cornusedto be husked by hand, every man using team and 
wagon. One-hundred bushel per day in goodcorn was a big day's work 
for one man. The largestamount that was ever husked, around here 
inten hours, was two-hundred twenty-seven bushel. The husker didn't 
do any hauling or scooping, while husking. It was the custom for each 
husker tohauland scoopoffhis own loads. The scooping was dreaded 
by almost every husker. 


Today we have corn pickers, some mounted on tractors, 
husking one ortwo rows at a time. Some pull type pulled by tractors 
and husking either one or two rows. One man operating a two-row 
corn picker can gather from 1200 to 2000 bushels of corn in one day. 
It depends on the corn, the picker, and the operator. It takes one 
man to crib the corn and sometimes two, owing to hauling distances 
and how full the crib is. There are some self-propelled machines 
husking two rows ata time. All these pickers pull a wagon along the 
side or behindto receive cornfrom the picker to be hauled to the crib. 
Cornused to be scooped into the cribs by hand and now everyone has 
a dump to unload the corn operated by some kind of motor power. 


SHELLING OF CORN 


The shelling of corn used to be done by horsepower, then 
steam engine, the same as was used for threshing purposes. Now 
the shellers are mounted on trucks and are powered by the same 
motor that makes power for the truck. The modern type can move 
severalmiles and be shelling corn before a steam outfit could get up 
steam and be on the job. It took three men and a team to run the 
steam outfit and today with the modern type, one man can do more and 
do it easier than three with the steam outfit. 


HAULING CORN TO SAN JOSE 


Hauling corn into San Jose used to be a very hard problem, 
especially from the west. They used to haul the corn as far as ten 
miles here for market. Farmers would leave home before daylight 
in the wintertime and stand in the back-end of their load and lead an- 
other team behind with another load of corn. The farm wagons would 
haul from 50 to 60 bushel of corn each, the roads most of the time 
would be so bad that the wagons couldnot be filled full on account. of 
slushing over the sides ofthe wagon. The roads were either too mud- 
dy or too rough, and if you never rode over these roads after a thaw 
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or rain, youcan'timagine how bad the roads were. The higher lands 
were not as bad on account of difference in the soil. These roads 
produceda lot of work for the blacksmith in the way of horse-shoeing 
and wagon repair. 


TURKEYS 


There are several large flocks of turkeys grown on farms on 
the west edge of our farming area that have been quite profitable in 
the last few years. It is a wonderful sight to see these large flocks 
allofsamecolor. The flocks mostly black, white, or bronze. They 
start selling them about November Ist and are gone by Christmas. 
Most of them are taken to Havana wherethey are dressed for market. 


DAIRY INDUSTRY 


The San Jose Dairy industry has grown to where it takes thir- 
ty four trucks to handle the business. The milk is gathered from the 
farms by enclosedtrucks, then processed and the small enclosed de- 
livery trucks deliver bottled milk to our vicinity and other neighbor- 
ing communities. Milk that is not used for bottling is made into 
cheese or shipped in big tank trucks to some other plants elsewhere. 


GRAIN ELEVATORS 


Allen Farmer's Elevator - There are two cO-Op companies in 
this area, one located at Allen Station, two and a half miles west of 
the city of San Jose on the northwestern railroad. It is a ve ry large 
unit andis located in large grain producing area. The maximum bu- 
shel ever handled in one calendar year was 562,650 bushel of grain. 
It was built in the years of 1913-1914, with capital stock of $10,000 
and that was not all paid at the time it started, so it had very little 
capital to start with. Large dividends have been paid in the last fif- 
teen years, and now the present worth of the company as of today, is 
$100,000.00. Mr. J.P. Watkins has been managermost of the time. 


San Jose Co-operative - It is located in the city of San Jose, 
on what used to be called the C. & A. Railroad and is now called G. 
M. & O. Railroad. This company has been in operation for thirty- 
one years. It owns one elevator at Natrona, formerly owned by the 
farmers of that vicinity, and also one at the north edge of San Jose, 
on the Peoria-Springfield Railroad, which was owned by John Rapp & 
Son. One inthe center of town located on the C. & A. Railroad, was 
formerly owned by John Fryer ofthis city. The main office is located 
at this place. 


The largest amount of grain ever handled in one calender year 
was in 1949to the amount of 526,000 bushel, a few years preceeding 
this they also exceeded the 500,000 bushel mark. They started in 
business in 1919 with a capital paid up stock of $10,000 and made 
slow progress until the depression in the 30s. At this time they had 
gained enough to double the capital stock and then the deflation re- 
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duced its assets to one half, andthen they were back where they start- 
ed in 1919. Todaythe company is worth in excess of $100,000 after 
paying numerous dividends to stockholders and patrons. Mr. George 
Youle has been the manager most of the time. 


AUTOMOBILES 


William Auld was the first farmer of this area to own an auto- 
mobile. It had high wheels, solid rubber tires like the rubber tire 
buggies, and was driven by chains from the motor. A good many 
times walking was more comfortable and faster. Now our community 


has all kinds of cars. 


HORSES 


When horses were in full swing you could see many very fine 
large teams: blacks, dapple grey, bays and sorrels, weighing from 
1400 to 1800 lb. per horse. There were many good horses raised 
here and the price would range from $400. to $500. for a first-class 
team. About 1925 farmers began to lose interest in good horses be- 
cause of the popularity of the farm tractor. As of today you very 
seldom see a good horse. 


The largest expense in farming inthose days was good horses, 
most every farmer and quite a few town men had fine driving horses 
which they usually drove with quite a lot of skill and poise. Some 
were quite interested in the speed of their horses, and it was quite 
an honor to be able to drive around some other gentleman and his 
lady friend and give them a good dusting instead of taking it. 


Whatdid the farmer do when he came to town with his horse? 
There were hitch posts at every home along the sidewalk and the bus- 
iness districts had rows of hitching racks along the side-streets to 
tie to. Sometimesthe horses wouldhave to stand in knee-deep mud. 
Mr. John Fryer still has his hitching post in front of his house. 


FARM HOMES AND BUILDINGS 


A sight seeing ride through the country will prove to you that 
there are many farmers who take a lot of pride in their homes and 
other farm buildings. Some sets of farm buildings would cost as 
much as $35,000.00 if they were to build them as of today, not in- 
cluding fences or tiling. Today it would cost $3,000. to fence 160 
acres into four fields capable of turning all kinds of livestock. Til- 
ing as of today would cost from $2,000. to $10,000. for 160 acres 
of average good level land. 


In years past when the farmers retired, they would move to 
some nearby town, but today, they are more inclined to stay on the 
farm. This has been brought about by better roads, telephones, el- 
ectricity andautomobiles. They used to retire at an earlier age than 
they do now. 
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ROADS 


The country roads are all graveled, except sixteen miles of 
concrete paving, and will stand up under heavy loads, excepting in 
the spring when itis wet, thawing and freezing. The trucks haul about 
200 to 300 bushel ofcornand they usually are kept off the roads when 
they are soft in the spring. The pavement is always in condition for 
travel with very little exception. The gravel roads are bothered some 
by snow, butnot for longer than a day or two each winter. They are 
cared for by a motor patrol which travels fast unless snow is too 


heavy. 
EOUIGER Y 


Chickens were not cared for 75 to 100 years ago as they are 
today. They were left to care for themselves the best they could. 
They would roost intrees, sheds, orjust any place they could get sum- 
mer and winter. Marketing facilities were poor and prices did not 
justify if they would have known how. The only eggs a farmer would 
have in wintertime, would be the ones he would put away in the fall 
while the weather was still warm. They would pack them in oats, 
salt or some liquid solution and put them ina cellar or case. No 
more fresh eggs until the weather warmed up in the spring! 


Farmers didn't know anything about balance rations, good 
housing and howto select goodlayers. They hatched their chickens by 
putting the eggs under the setting hens for three weeks. About the 
year 1900, the chickenindustry began to improve and better methods 
of raising them was learned. Markets improved quite a bit and to- 
day the poultry business is very outstanding. Today chicks are 
hatched by the thousand with incubators in a central place and are 
grown under brooder stoves by like numbers. Feeds are balanced 
according to their ages andchanged again when they are large enough 
to start laying. The young roostersare sold for broilers and fryers 
and the best pullets are kept for layers. 


HONEY BEES 


A few years back there were several large colonies of honey 
bees, and a lot of honey was shipped out to outside markets. Some 
of the bees would be shipped from here in the spring to southern fruit 
districts of this state so that they would polinize the fruit trees when 
in bloom. When through, they would return them and would be back 
in time tomakehoneyhere. The bees make most of their honey from 
the clover grown here, somefrom weeds and flowers. Bees are quite 
profitable but most people don't like the.sting they put out. 


FARM LABOR 


Farm labor is very scarce atthis time owing to war conditions 
and the nearby factories. Thefarmhelphas been quite scarce for as 
far back as the first World War. 
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Fifty years ago a good single farm hand would get $15.00 to 
$17.00 per month wages plus room and board; today from $100.00 to 
$125.00 for the same kind of help. In some cases even more than 
$125.00. 


Married men with a home furnished, would receive about 15 
to 25% more in wages plus some meat, milk and garden. Up to about 
about thirty years ago, almost every farmer on 160 acres had a farm 
hand, but today he has to have 200 acres or more to have a hand a 
small part of the time. Power machinery, high wages, and scarcity 
of help are the reasons. 


ORCHARDS 


About 50to 75years ago, almost every farm had quite a large 
orchard. Today, we have none, mostly because of fruit tree dis- 
eases. Trees have to be sprayed and most fruits are now raised by 
commercial orchards, where the country is adapted to it, and can be 
caredforona large scale. Mostof our peaches and apples are grown 


on cheaper land than we have here, although good fruit can be grown 
here. 


RURAL ELECTRIFICATION 


Frank Hullinger started with a home plant about IG 15s) Rural 
electrification started about this time and now the whole of this com- 
munity is almost 100% electrified. Most farms have their homes 
completely electrified with motors about the rest of the buildings to 
do other farm jobs. 


About 1930, there was an eighteen inch gas pipe line laid ac- 
ross the area north and south about one and a half miles east from 
our city. Some few farmers have their homes connected with this 
line using the gas for heating and cooking which has proven very sat- 
isfactory, owing to the high price of coal. 


During the horse and buggy days we had two blacksmith shops, 
Walter Phillips and August Pergande. There were two men in each 
shop and they worked long hours in the winter trying to keep the far- 
mers horses shod so the farmer could haul the corn to market. We 
do not have any horse-shoeing today. 


FARM LAND OWNERSHIP 
About one-half of the farms are operated by tenants and the 
other half by the owners themselves. A large portion of the land is 


handed down from one generation to another remaining in the same 
family for a long period of time. 
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TENANCY 


There are farms that have had the same tenant for as much 
as fifty years. One is known to have been on one for fifty-two years. 
The usual way of renting, is what is commonly called grain rent. 
Tenant does all the labor furnishing all the tools and delivers one- 
half of the grain tothe nearest market free of cost to the landlord for 
are several different ways of renting, but the above is the general 
rule. The landlord laysall the real estate taxes. The rent for pas- 
ture and haylands vary considerably. There is very little permanent 
pasture, as land is too valuable. The landlord usually furnishes ma- 
terials for repair work on buildings, fences, tiles, and etc. and the 
tenant furnishes the labor unless it runs into skilled labor that a far- 
mer is not capable of doing himself. Some farm leases are drawn 
very technical and others are drawn very loosely. Some have no 
written leases at all. 


WEALTH 


This is quite a wealthy area, principally due to the large re- 
Sources from which it has to draw and from the ability of the people 
who live here. We have no oil or coal as of today, so the wealth 
is acquired from the tilling of the soil. 


PROSPECTS OF THE FUTURE OF THIS AREA 


The prospect of the future of this farming all depends on the 
prosperity ofournationasawhole. We have a good location and very 
good soil that will produce a variety of products. Good climatic con- 
ditions as to weather, nottoomuchcold in the winter and not too much 
heat in the summer. Our springs and falls are usually quite ideal. 
Our farming methods help to preserve moisture in dry weather, and 
our drainage system helps when we have extreme moisture. The sow- 
ing of all kinds of clover, especially sweet clover and alfalfa help to 
drain the excessive moisture by their extensive root system which 
help toairate the soil to a deeper depth. We do not have a tight sub- 
soil, so these plants work very effectively and for increased produc - 
tion. The seed prices are in alinement with the cost of production, 
so there is a profit for the grower of such crops. Now in order to 
make use of our fertile area, we have a very good energetic class of 
people, consisting ofmostly Germans, or German descent. Some of 
English descent, a few Pennsylvania Dutch, a few Irish, and a few 
Swedes. These people all mix well and are very interested in the 
community and want to be of high caliber in all walks of life. We will 
keep abreast with other communities in the way of new methods of 
farming, andare living in hopes of advancing our present methods of 
farming. 
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